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-~ SOUTHERN BAPTIST HISTORICAL
LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES
Nashville, Tennessee

Interview with Owen Cooper (¥ Jim Young)

Q-=What in your view are the greatest accomplishments of Southern
Baptists during the past two years?

The fact that S. Bapt. for the 3rd consecutive year have baptized
mord than 400,000 people is a noteworthy accomplishment. We had an alltime
high in the number of foreign missionaries under appointment. We are maintaining
the same number of @ome missi?nar;es. With;?%he exception of one year weve had

in our seminaries :

the greatest enrollmnen%lwe've ever had. The ircome last year in aggregate was
over one billion, 200 million dollars. And that reflects some of the measurable
accomplishments.,

Now when you get into some of the intangible accomplishemts, one of the
t ings most mmh pleasing to me is ghe growing interest on the part of laymen to
become meaningfully involved in the total denominati mal program=--not just in the
local church, but meaningfully involved byeond the local church .

And then I see a quest on the part of many Baptist people to try to make
a greater place in their life for the Holy Spfrit....I think this is a needed
area in S, Bapt. life, as indificuals, as chur ches, as organizations...that we

should make a greater place in our life for the dirdction and leadership and

filling and power and strength of the Holy Spirit.,

What evidence do you see that the lay movement is really growing among
S. Baptists?

An increasing number of lay people are getting involved in various types
of mission activities. they are assuming greater responsibilities in the area of
witnessing, much of it grdwing out of lay witnessing training program sponsored by
the HMB. Actually, the bus ministry is entirely dependent on a largg number of
committeé lay persons--men, women and young people. Laymen have more time now

and many of them have more money. They will rdspond to requests to get involved
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in areas gt home and areas abpoad. There are increasing numbers o%ageOple who are
making tﬁ%%@gervides available through the summer studfnt missions program, the
associate mission program, as career missionaries, and as retireesk to the FMB.

A1l of these are some indications that lay ppople want to assume more responsibilities

as lay ministers,

Q--Do you have any r%;rets about things that have happened in 8.B, life
wiithin the last 2 years? Or do you see any trends in S. B, 1ife that you don't

like?

My biggest mAl regret would be that S. Bapt. did not become more

meaningfully involved in the Wrold Program of Reconciliation through Jesus
frt-. almost a

Christ that was sponsored by the BWA. Thereﬁgmmmmmmm hundred® 8% Baptist groups
that are involved in this, and some of them very meaningful, S. Ba. have the
greatest réser wir of kmowhow and technigques iu the aree of evangelism and missions,
I believe, of any religious body in the world. This is not something we whoqld
hoard. We should share it with others. One way to share it is to get involved
in programs that eross Baptist denominational lines. This may have seemed to be
of little consequence to usf because of the great programs we have, but i think
would be helpfuit not only in tkis country bﬁt beyond for S. Bapt. to really get
involved iw this program,

Another disappointment to me is the fadt that the HMB hés approximately
150 volunteers to go into areas in this country where theye are many many
unchurched people, and they do not have the meoney to send them. Somehow the
money that is in the pockkts of S.Ba. ought to be made available to send this
great group of missio aries out,

Hopefully, I would have wished our baptistms this year would have
exeeded the most we've ever had. I look forward to the time when we have Imillion
baptistms. But we're going to have to work hard on it. The population decline.,

means there will be fiim fewer baptist childredn to baptise in the future.



We're going to have to redouble our efforss just to hold our own in this emm area.
I like to see progress in this area, and when we slipped back some this year it was

a source of disappointment to me.

QkBaptist Faithand Message FelloWship...what about this controversy
between socalled conservaties and socalled liberals? The idéiof this BFMF statement.
Should S.B. be greatly concerned about this especially in light of the Latheran

controversy over Concordia Seminary.

A~ Actually, a liberal °.B, in the classical sense is someZhat of a
conservative himself. We just have varying degrees of conservatism. So we have
some more, and some less conservative people than others. A few years ago it was
the less conservative people who were coming to the SBC in an organization and
creatingumm gquite a little comment. Now it is the more conservative people who
are coming.

I do not look at either of these as threats at all. I think this can and
probably does serve agﬁyé useful purpose. I look at S. Ba, like a giant ocean
liner that is being b%;thed. You'll have a couple of small tugﬁbn either side, one
pushing to the 1léft, the other to the right. They couldnt handle this ship by
themselves. The pressure will help keep the ship on course, Therefore, those who
are less conservativd among S.B. are always challenging us to broaden our horizons
and maybe a little greater involvement in social ministries, and programs that
might be more attractive to some of our young é;;/peOple; and then those who
always call us back to the basics of the Bible. We all have a tendency to get
enamored with sucdéss, rather than with the author of success. I see no bad
purpose in peopke saying,"now stay with the Rmkihew...fundamentals of the'fﬁble. But

forseeable will
I do not see either of these forces, now are in the future, assum®¥i@@ the proportions

that they will be actually divisive to any substantial extent among S.B, We lose

a church or two every now and then to the right and to the left. When a church

feels it cannot maintain fellowship with the SBC, I see no reason why it should not
seek fellowship in groups where it feels comnatible. Rt cnfar ac ang ovant
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division among us, I do not forsee it, because basically, mmmmy 99.LL% of S.B.
would subscribe to the statement adoptgd by S.B, in 1963. But that does not mean
every one of us willﬁnterpret any verse of sdripture just emactly alike. Now
theres onely one thing worse than having a division of opinion m among S.By==
and that is if we all thought exactly alike. When we all begin to think

are going to
exactly alike, we stagnate, 8nd it wont be long iuntil we become relatively

stale and T think we will lose some of our power and some of our potency and

some of dur enthusiasm,
Q-~What hopes @lo you have for S.B. in the future?

Maybe I better give you a book on this one, (Laughter I think as a
Bible believing group of people accepting mesponsibility for evangelism at home
and missions away fpom loome, that my hope is that we will measure up more nearly
to our potential. I think the greatest enemy S.B, have is probably is success.
It is not theological différences. We do so well that we may be content with
succe¥s, And then our numbers are so large, that wanwhen we pultiply numbers
by what we do as individuals, we get astronomical figures, like 12.3 million members,
and like $1.2 billion in gifts. Now many people may say, a billion dollars ought
to be enoigh to put in the cause of Christ. Rut when we think about there being
2% billion people in the world whove never heard about Jesus, and wmmm when we
think about the opporutnities to send missio aries out, kmkmzih and to use modern
tedmology such as radio and teleivision, all of which costs a substantial amount
of money, its a great challenge to S,B., Andy my hope is that we will reverse the
trend of giving less prpportion of our income. 10 years ago, We were giving 2.2 %
of our income, and the ladt figures i saw, we were giving about 1.9 ¢ ®f our income,
We've got to give moreto offset inflation and to éxpand., 9So the first hope is that
will provide the means to carry out some Wbadd programs that our HMB and FMB and ou-

state conventions have in the area of evangelism and missions.
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Then I have great hopes for the involvement of great multitudes of lay

people in the future. These people are available. We havé 80,000 people who
retire every year. If emen 1 € get involved a year, that would be 800 a year,
We have great numbers of people who take early retirement, who reach their
financial goals in life, M@ have great numbers of students who graduate from
Baptist colleTés, and we m;ﬁ#e no effort as S.B. bo place these in positions

where they can serve wtrategically. ¥ I feel that we should have a "employment
agency" to help khemymym them find secular emplbyment in plgces where they dan

serve Christ. (Example: A fellow (S5.B,) kx in western Nebraska told me on one
xmxmoccassion, 'T heed ! engineers. Can you tell me any place where I can get

i S.B. to consider?!) We ought to be placing hundreds of Baptist graduates,
not only from among the 15,00C who graduate fvom Baptist colleges this year,
but alsom from among the 25,000-35,000 £ who graduate from our state schools-fand
many of these would accept the call and commbssion to go out into an area in secular
employment and help establish missions. Much of our work ih new states and
new areas in this country, and even in foreign co ntries, has been started by lay
people. So I have great hopes the convention will open up new channels and avenues
for a greater involvement of lay people.

T would also hope we can increase the a reas in whichwe “have m ssionaries

and the numberof missionaries we have toth at home and abroad. It takes about
2,500 ¢« B. to support one missionary, either home or foreign. You take the average
chur ch with 2,500 mmmbers and they will have a staff of 20 people. But we're a
little mixed up. We want 20 people to serve us, most of whom have already claimed
the gospel and the promises of it, and we hame one person representing that same
number to go to the world where they don't know the gospel, Now I'm not critical

of thé church staffewsWe need them. It is not a matter of either/or; it isa

mater of both/and. And we have the resources to claim the lives of more papth people

and to send more people out as missionariesi.
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Then one area of spedial concern to me is the Northeast
sectinn of the country. If you drew a line from jhicago to St. Louis and over to
Norfolk, Va., you'd take in about 1/6 of the country, but % of the people. And
I'm told that L5% of those pecple are unchurched, which means that LS and 50
million unchur chedd people live in that area. We really ought to go all out
in carrying the gosepl there. The people will respond. Last year in New England
Assocation, they had a baptismal xmamimm ratiommmm of % lisl. In the nation as
a whole, it was 30:l. So pedpple will respond. In some areas weve readhed the
saturation point and we need to be omore effective in ardas of this countryd
where people are pesponding to the gospel and where thexpemph fields are really
white unto harvest and the laborers are truly few,

These are some of the hopes and aspirations I have.

Q--How much time and travel has the job of SEC president taken, and what

are your views of the role of the SBC president?

A~ T was schedulqﬁto retire in May, 1973, as president of MCC, but earlier,
we'd selected a fine team to take over management of cooperative  that manufactures
fertilizer, so soon after my election in June, 1972, we wlected my successor as
ex. vp, and I began to ease out, and 100% out -in May, 1973. So I made myself
available in the fall of 1972 almost fulltime mm for this task. Not that thie
real duties of the SBC presidentcy require full time, but I was available, I was
in the process of retiring, and the rumber of inwitations that com3e in are far
beyond what one man could do if he gave ¥k full time to it. And I began to accept
more and more of these invitations. Beflore the date of the SBC in Dallas, UMrs.,
Cooper and I willhave visited each of the 50 states and we've been on fiffe continents.
We've engoyed it. I do not keep a tmavel log, Wt I estimate I've bheen averaging

about 40O miles a day. DHut I'm not positive about that. I've enjoyed it very much,



I do not think thk role of the president of the SB® should be
stereogyped. I think each person ought to bring to the office his concepts
his #deas, and a® degree of ffeshness. We make the office more effective ;hat way.
I have assumedd my role as president of the SBC, largely because of my lay status,
largely because I've been working with all agencies of the convention for a long
timed theough an extended tenure on the Ex. Com., not as one to come out and
mih launch some program that the SBC might get involved in; ‘tut to try to interpret
to the poeple of S.B. tilie existing programs and plan s of our various agencies.
I've gone up and down thengmmm country trying to let people know what the SBC
is, how it functions through its agencies, that they mmm area really a part of it,
xmxmmm and the real support of the covonent on comes from the grsssrooms of the
country. I've not tried to launch something new but to strdngthen what we have,
Then I've tried to enlarge the vision of our ERMEN péOple by letting thmem
know wwe are a great people doing a good job, but there is ydt room for improvément ;

and if we are going to evangelise/ the world, we are going to have to substantially

improve our commitment nmdmm and our suppopt in that area.

Q-What do you plan after leaving the office?

I will re~hetire, and thep will review the situation. We are working with
the BWA, Men's Department, trying to strengthen that organization to bring about
greater fellowship among Zzay people in the world. I'll be giving a reasonable amount
off time to that. I am president of the Pan American Union of Baptist Men, and I have
negelectedt that fo r the past 2 years, and I will be giwng more time to that. I am
very much interes ed in India, and the Lord willing, I hope to participate in some
programs wthat will bring the gospel to more people in India. I will continue
serfing on the borad s of directors of several companies in which i am involved.

Mrs. Coopera and I have had a taste of travel, but we want to travel

differently from now on. Ue want to travel leisurely. This fall we are planing

1
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to take 4O or 50 3, B, to New Englfand while the leaves are inthe height of
their color and see the folage, andj ;;:ltBaptist work and try to gceuaint these
peop .e with our work there. We want to enjoy our children, and our grandchildren,
and sour local church., We've almost said goodbye to our local church, and we want

to get meaningfully involved back in our local church. Maybe a little golf now and

then ®
Q-~What do you think will be the key issues at the SBC in Dallas?

With ﬁieat ﬁ'M night Tuesday, a great g"fﬂiight Wedneseay, and a great
meeting Thursday night witl Billy Graham, the magtef of evangélism and missions is
going to be paramount in the minds of th8 people out there. And that's really
the great issue before us. Because we see so much alike on it, we afben say,
that's really not an issue; but it is an issue., It is a question of civiliaation
smxnimwiatn survivel, It is a mater of getting Chstn ethics and xtn viewpoints and
Xtn morality resestablished in this oumm country and spread in other countries. So
there

So there will be issues growing out of that. It is my understanding there
will be a motion presented to take the evengelism division out of the home mission

board, Well, this will be one debate relating to this subject. I do not feel

as president of the convetgtion I should mmim pbsitionize myself on thiése emm issues...

Ithink also there is going to be a motion made that will have something
to do with the ordination of women as deacons or ministers. I do not know what form
it will be in, but I have been in communication with one many who says he intends to
make such a motion. I haw an idea that if such a motion is made, it willbe
debated, and propably there will be some respbuti ons that willgmmemxm engender some

hope
debate, but mm I would not try to anticipate those. I would kitpm there tis 1

enough "issues" to maintain interest, but not enough to push us off into any

acrimonious debate. Baptists have differing poirts of view and it is entier ly

»
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appropriate that they should air these points of view and get the other fellows

1
viewpoinnt. Thet s part of the demomratic proces{ thro gh which we operate.

Q-Would you comment: if you see growth in the overall work of the

Brotherhood Commission.

‘The involvement of men in Xtny to me is indespensible. Pastors zmem
nowadays have to spend so much time counseling frustrated youth, people who have
family problems.... (tape ended), that the demand s on his time are far greaten
than in the past. Pastors do not have time tto get out in seeing lost people,
though they should am do some of that. ﬁbﬁJthe lost people are nof going to
church like they used to . The last people will be where the layman is wokking on
Monday morning. I thihk we've got to shift this emphasis in the future and get
lay people to realize that the effective witnessing in the future is going to be
by them, where they are during the weekdays, amEmihemxemheduitzn/.....I also believe
that the growing demaw for financial resources up and down our convention demand
a greater dommitment of laymen in the area of Xtn stewardship. So much depends on
this involvement of laymen.

Thereford, if this is indespensible, and to me the gext great thurst
of Xtny awajts the involvement of lay people meaningfully and in large numbers,
and of this is true, the agency of this convention which has as its sole responsibilit;
the entistment of laymen is very vital, Kow I know other organizations are involved
with lay people, the S5 is a lay movement-=-the largest lay movement we have., 9o this
is not exclusively a fuction of the Brotherhood Commission. The HMB is seeking to
involve lay people; the FMB; they both have people who work full time in this
area. The Brotherhood is the one who works exclusively in this area, and charged

with khem trying to bring this support in focus. Therefcre, I see great need.
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The second thing is that I like what I see going on down at the Bro.
Comm. in Memphis., A freshness, a new mmim viewpoint, innovative ideas,creativity,
They are memm severely limited in funds. And it takes times to develop these
programs, Xhmy You just can't push a button and they start rolling out., But I
have great hopes for the work of the Bro. Comm. and am pleased with the progress

they have made under the direction of Dr. McCullough since he has been there,
(Question not on tapes)

Sometimesk the question isaz asked me, how am I as a layman received, I
want to say, I could not ask for a better reception. The hands of the pastors
have been extended. The pulpits have been open. Ihe fellowship halls have been
available. Ard at no time have & felt anything sdanding between me and where I
was going because I was a layman. T want to thank the churches and pastors for that,

But this is as should be and as would be expeoted. I'm asked sometimes why
there areg so few lay pempliam presidents of the convention. My general answer is
khemz that i$ is difficult for a lay person to get the exposure necessary to be
known. I do not feel there is animosity toward thexthayxpengim a layman., But lay
tw people do not attend the evangelism confersnoces, many do not attend the state
conventions, and khepx a great many do not attend the SBC; andthey are jist no¥
known, and when the gubstion comes fPfom anyone voting for someone voting for
someone he krows and appreciates as contrasted for voting for someone he doesnt

know, generally, the person he knows is going toget his vote.

s S DDA
Q-What desggeesmee- is the overall pmsdxmfn modommm mood of S.Bapt. Is there

an optimism atout 5,B, 1ife in general?

There is a little note of complacency growing among S.Bapt. We've been
very suwessful. There is a tendency to say, 'they're getting along mighty well,

we'd better build that activities building or we better get us another staff member.!

And oftentimes this is done at the expense of the mission program ofl the church,
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I feel °.B, are optimistic; I dont think with the phomises of Christ we could help
but ultiiately be optimistic; for if he is on our side, who really can be against it.
I dont think this is fimm foolish optimism, by thinki g we are going to conquer the
world or win the world in them next 10 years. But i think it is optimism to the
point of encouragement.

If feel the leaders of the convention must continually challenge our
people,and our agencies must challeng us, with new and expanding programs so as
to keep us away from becoming satisfied mikh and complacent with the good job we

are doing,



Pan American Baptist Union, smong other affiliations, how are you as a layman
received?

,4 i want to say i couldnt ask for a better reception, thc; hands of the pastors
that have been extended, the pulpits that have been opened, the fellows ipx
hglls that have been available and at no time have I felt any thing standing
between me and full cooperation with wemmxX where I was going because I was
¥x a layman.

I want to thank the churches and the pastors for thatj but th:Ls is as should
 be a.nc} as would be expected from gracious people/
xg asked sometlmes why there are so few lay pres. of the convention. And
my genl ans is that its very difficult for a lay person to get the exposure
necessary ‘to be @ known; I do not feel there is animosity toward a Xx laymen,

EBKEE congresses.
l'_ -l(-l IRER e they dO not always

but the lay people do not'at'ﬁénd the evangelism
attend the state conventlonso they do noty a grea-b many of them, attend the
voting for somebody
SBC and they' _re Jjust not known and when the 2 comesfor anybody he knows and
appreciates as mumpkad mm& contrasted m’c.h somébody he doesnt know,
genlly speaking, the person he knows is going to get his votes
im happy to find this si tuatlon ens‘blng throut the cogvention,
Lommentpld _tuivt. E7° AVWive (SvL. Cove?
' ( Would you the role of the Cooperatlve Program in what you ;juut said?

My u.nderstandlng is that of the undes. $ that comes into a church, 91 cents

' stajs in the local church; 6 cents of it g‘oes‘ to the state cohvention; and 3 cents of
j i#’gl‘b comes to Nashville. | _ 7

”// %}“M The Uooperative Program has proved» to be the mos‘t. effective way of channeling
M our suppbrt for our m551on agencms and other a,gencles of the conven’c:.on/

#nd anything weve ;f.‘ovnd heretofore. I'h's a 'bremendous;.y effective tool to

work with mx as SBse I thlnk the air;era,ge chufch needs to review its giving through
thé cooperative prog. After gll, these agencies of the SBC and states are jusit

an extension of the arm of the loéal church. The FMB is an extension of the

arm of the local church in the srea of foreign missiong,

=MORE--
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&nd when you cut the CP, you don't hurt Nashville, you just reduce the
number and effectivéness of our fm commitment. The hmb is an extension of the

arm of the local church, gR in winning America for Christ,

and if you cut the ep, you don't hurt Neshville -- you just meke our work

less effective in tlie caﬁying the hmb proge And if we wld increase the CP,

then we could hire these 150 missiqnaries that are ready to go out for the hmb,
Per onslly, I blieve that a church should give at least 160 pe:é'-cént to the

¢po and i think any less than that, it fails to bring a blessi’ng‘to the church,

And T also believe that an;y pastor who will get two laymen to support him,

plus any women that are already in favor ¥ku of it, can help increase the cp

giving in his church -- a pastor and 2 laymen plus the WU --if hé"s giving

less then 12 ~ 15% -~ if they commit selves to it snd inform the people

of it. And I trust that by 1975 when the cp will be 75 years old. That

we will be giving that year, $150 million thru the cp to sustain these grest

mission and evangelistig,and traingng agencies (such as the seminarkds) o

SEND#



