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TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 11, 2013

Charles Billingsley (VA), Convention music director, worship pastor of Thomas Road
Baptist Church, Lynchburg, led congregational praise and worship.

Frank S. Page (TN), president and CEO of the SBC Executive Committee, Nashville,
presented the Broadus Gavel to President Fred Luter (LA). Luter called to order the
one hundred fifty-sixth session of the Southern Baptist Convention in the one hundred
sixty-eighth year of its history at 8:12 a.m. in the George R. Brown Convention Center,
Houston, TX.

President Luter (LA) introduced the parliamentarians: John Sullivan (FL), Craig Culbreth
(FL), and C. Barry McCarty, chief parliamentarian.

President Luter (LA) gave instructions to the messengers about how to make motions.
Details are included in the SBC Bulletin, Tuesday, Part 2.

President Luter (LA) introduced James H. (Jim) Wells (MO), SBC registration secretary,
for the registration report and the constituting of the annual meeting. Wells reported that
as of 8:15 am., there were 4,205 messengers. The report was adopted.

President Luter (LA) introduced Clifton S. Perry, chaplain colonel, United States Air
Force, to lead the Convention in prayer and in the pledge to the flag.

President Luter (LA) recognized Andy Chambers (MO), chairman, Committee on Order of
Business. Chambers moved the adoption of the agenda as printed in the 2013 Convention
Program and also in the SBC Bulletin, Tuesday, Part 1. The motion was adopted. (See
following pages for agenda.)

President Luter (LA) introduced Paige Patterson (TX), president, Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, to welcome the messengers.

President Luter (LA) announced the following committees: Committee on Committees
and Committee on Resolutions as listed in SBC Bulletin, Tuesday, Part 1, page 6; and
Credentials Committee and Tellers Committee as listed in SBC Bulletin, Tuesday, Part 2,
page 8 (and following).

2013 Committee on Committees*: Robert J. Anderson, Jr., MD/DE, chair
Chip Starnes, AL; Derek Staples, AL; Ruby Stogsdill, AK; Don Shannon, AK; Debra
Wolfrey, AZ; John Guillott, AZ; Bill Bowen, AR; Archic Mason, AR; A. B. Vines, CA;
Deryl Lackey, CA; Annal.ee Stultz, CO; Tom Atkinson, CO; Mike Rogers, DC; R. J.
Sweetman, DC; Elizabeth Traylor, FL; Michael Orr, FL; John Waters, GA; Herman Parker,
GA; Stephen Kaneshiro, HI; Josh Marburger, HI; Noah Adams, IL; Clifford Woodman, IL;
J. R. Hume, IN; Rick Porter, IN; Tom Edwards, KS/NE; Voyt Lynn, KS/NE; Ben Dockery,
KY; Mark Payton, KY; Merci Dixon, LA; David Goza, LA; Bucas Sterling, MD/DE;
Justin Miller, MI; Scott Blanchard, MI; Jeff Anderson, MO; Sandee Hedger, MO; Ronnie
Hatfield, MS; Jim Phillips, MS; Rit Varriale, NC; J. Bartley Wooten, NC; Steve Hankins,
New England; David Smith, New England; Jay McCollum, NM; Jennings Hamilton, NM;
William Crews, Northwest; Steve Schenewerk, Northwest; Donna Savage, NV; Lawrence
Haley, NV; Cathy Meyer, NY; To Be Announced, NY; Jeremy Westbrook, OH; Marvin
Sands, OH; Scott Watkins, OK; Walter Wilson, OK; Ricky Wilson, PA/S. Jersey; Darius
Nable, PA/S. Jersey; David Bagwell, SC; J. Stuart Houston, SC; Melissa Gay, TN; Tim
Gutrie, TN; Rebecca Lightner, TX; Keith Sanders, TX; Richard Dugger, UT/ID; Brittany
McNair, UT/ID; Stewart McCarter, VA; Milton Harding, VA; Matthew Shamblin, WV;
Jacob Atchley, WV; Dale Bascue, WY; Bill Morris, WY

(committees continue on page 58)
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17.
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minded groups outside the SBC that are affected by the recent decision of the Boy Scouts
of America to alter their membership standards. We request that this task force explore
any available youth programs as well as the possibility of offering a substitute program for
those desiring to find an avenue for their boys to learn leadership skills and moral standards
once offered by the Boy Scouts of America, seeing they have lost their way and lost their
moral compass, the Bible.

We request that this task force report their progress to the state conventions in the fall of
this year at their annual meetings and report their final plans, if any, at the annual meeting
of Southern Baptists in Baltimore, MD, June of 2014.” (Items 16 and 48)

Wiley Drake (CA) presented a motion: Requesting the SBC President to Lead the SBC to
Join a Specific Prayer Movement.

“That the SBC meeting in Houston, TX, 2013, ask the newly-clected president to lead our
Convention to follow www.call2fall.com project with the 1.5 million people of the Family
Research Council from Washington, DC, to designate “call 2 fall” in June 2013.” (Items 17
and 49)

Jay Adkins (LA) presented a motion: Requesting a List of all Convention-Elected Trustees
be Posted on SBC net.

“That a list of all Convention-clected trustees (including the name, church, state, and term)
be made available through the Convention website (www.sbc.net) preferably through a tab
added to the home page for convenient access.” (Items 18 and 47)

Under Bylaw 1D, Wiley Drake’s offer of a second motion was ruled out of order at this
time.

Ronnie Floyd (AR) presented a motion: Requesting the Executive Committee and SBC
Entities to Assist Churches with Mental Health Ministries.

“That the messengers of the 2013 Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Houston, Texas,
request that the Executive Committee and the Bylaw 14 entities of the Southern Baptist
Convention, work in cooperation to assist our churches in the challenge of ministry to those
suffering from mental health issues, and that each entity in their written annual ministry
report inform the messengers what they have done, are doing, and will do annually to assist
our churches in equipping and ministering to the people in our churches and communities
who suffer with mental health challenges.” (Items 20 and 48)

Steven Ball (TX) presented a motion: Requesting the SBC to Withdraw Fellowship from
Lake Shore Baptist Church, Waco, TX.

“Because Lake Shore Baptist Church in Waco, Texas, actively supports the abortion provider,
Planned Parenthood, even advertising on their website that Lake Shore is committed to
support the efforts of our local affiliate by keeping the congregation informed about the
mission and operations of Planned Parenthood and by encouraging direct support,” I move
to withdraw fellowship from them; to disaffiliate Lake Shore Baptist Church from the
Southemn Baptist Convention.” (Items 21 and 48)

Wiley Drake (CA) presented a motion: Asking the SBC President to Lead the SBC in
Celebrating the Saturday Sabbath and Lord’s Day on Sunday.

“That the SBC meeting in Houston, TX, 2013, to ask our newly-elected president to lead
us to honor the Fourth Commandment to honor and observe the biblical celebration of the
Saturday Sabbath along with our traditional Lord’s Day on Sunday.” (Items 22 and 49)



http://www.call2fall.com
SBC.net
http://www.sbc.net
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26. Rodney Autry (VA) presented Recommendation 1, and it was adopted.

Recommendation 1: 2013-14 SBC Cooperative Program Allocation Budget

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends the Southern
Baptist Convention adopt the 2013-14 Southern Baptist Convention Cooperative Program
Allocation Budget in the amount of $191,500,000, as follows:

2013-14 SouTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
CoOPERATIVE PROGRAM ALLOCATION BUDGET PROPOSAL

Proposed Proposed*
2013-2014 2013-2014
Budget % of Total
Allocation Allocation
World Mission Ministries
International Mission Board $ 96,535,150 5041%
North American Mission Board 43.642 850 22.79%%
Total World Mission Ministries $140.178.000 73.20%
Theological Education Ministries
Seminaries:
SWBTS 8,796,539 4.58%
SBTS 9,196,638 4.80%
NOBTS 7,282,933 3.80%
SEBTS 8,011,668 4.18%
GGBTS 4,021,314 2.10%
MWBTS 4667718 2.44%
Total Seminaries $ 41,976,800 21.92%
Historical Library and Archives 459,700 0.24%
Total Theological Education Ministries $ 41.436.,400 22.16%
Christian Ethics and Religious Liberty Ministries
Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission $ 3.159.750 1.65%
Total Christian Ethics
& Religious Liberty Ministries 3.159.750 1.65%
Facilitating Ministries
SBC Operating $ 5725850 2.99%
Total Facilitating Ministries $ 5.725.850 2.99%
Total Budget Allocation $191.500,000 100.00%

27. Frank S. Page (TN) continued the Executive Committee report emphasizing the reach and
impact of the Cooperative Program, the missions funding process of Southern Baptists.
Page introduced Gregg and Donna Fort and family who have served as International
Mission Board missionaries to Zimbabwe. Page prayed for the Fort family and their
ministry. The presentation included a video explaining the Cooperative Program.
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30.

Tim Ohls (KS) presented Recommendation 5, and it was adopted.
Recommendation 5: SBC Calendar of Activities

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends the Southern
Baptist Convention adopt the 2017-2018 SBC Calendar of Activities as follows:

October 2017
Cooperative Program Emphasis
ek e sfe sfeode sfe skl
Soul-Winning Commitment Day, October 1
World Hunger Sunday, October 8

November 2017
Disaster Relief Appreciation Day, November 5

December 2017
Week of Prayer and Mission Study for International Missions and the
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering, December 3-10

January 2018
Call to Prayer
ek e sfe sfeode sfe skl
January Bible Study, January 7-14
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday, January 21

February 2018
“True Love Waits” Emphasis
ek e sfe sfeode sfe skl
Racial Reconciliation Sunday, February 11
Focus on WMU, February 12-18
Children’s Ministry Day, February 18

March 2018
Youth Week, March 4-10
Week of Prayer and Mission Study for North American Missions and
the Annie Armstrong Easter Offering, March 4-11
Church Planting Emphasis Sunday, March 18
Substance Abuse Prevention Sunday, March 18

April 2018
Cooperative Program Sunday, April 8
Baptist Doctrine Study, April 15
SBC Seminaries Sunday, April 22

May 2018
Senior Adult Sunday, May 6
Christian Home Week, May 13-19
Baptist Association Emphasis, May 20-27
Life Commitment Sunday, May 27

June 2018
Crossover — SBC, Dallas, TX (June 12-13, 2018), June 9
Baptist Men’s Emphasis, June 17
Mission:Dignity Sunday, June 24
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Assist churches and denominational entities through relief to Southern Baptist
ministers and Southern Baptist denominational employees.

Make available a channel through which Southern Baptists can extend systematic
financial help to Southern Baptist ministers and denominational employees and their
widows who are in need and to interpret the channel to Southern Baptists for the
purpose of eliciting support.

Assist churches, denominational entities, and other evangelical ministry
organizations, and like-minded investors by making available a personal
investment program to their ministers and employees and their spouses, and to
like-minded investors.

Make available personal investment program and related services to further enhance
the financial security of ministers and other employees and their spouses.

Assist churches and denominational entities by making available institutional
investment services through cooperative agreements with state Baptist
foundations (or state Baptist conventions where no foundation exists). Assist
other evangelical ministry organizations by making available institutional
investment services.

Develop mutually beneficial relationships with the state Baptist conventions
and foundations and the Southern Baptist Foundation to assist Southern Baptist
institutions in the states and the Southern Baptist Convention entities with their
institutional investment needs. Develop relationships with other organizations that
will enhance investment opportunities.

Upon approval of the amendments, GuideStone’s Ministry Statement would read as follows:

GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES
of the Southern Baptist Convention

MINISTRIES

1.

Assist churches, denominational entities, and other evangelical ministry
organizations by making available retirement plan programs for their ministers
and employees.

Make available retirement plan programs and related services for ministers and
denominational employees.

Assist churches, denominational entities, other evangelical ministry organizations,
and like-minded individuals by making available life and health coverage and
risk management programs.

Make available medical, life, and disability programs and other risk management
programs to respond to the needs of churches, denominational entities, and other
evangelical ministry organizations, and like-minded individuals.

Assist churches and denominational entities through relief to Southern Baptist
ministers and Southern Baptist denominational employees.

Make available a channel through which Southern Baptists can extend systematic
financial help to Southern Baptist ministers and denominational employees and their
widows who are in need and to interpret the channel to Southern Baptists for the
purpose of eliciting support.
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as chair of the SBC Inter-Agency Council Task Force on Racial Reconciliation; and as
a member of the 2000 Baptist Faith and Message Study Committee, which included
specific language identifying racism as one of the systemic social and personal sins that all
Christians should oppose; and

WHEREAS, Land helped Southern Baptists take positive, proactive steps to minister to
those ensnared in the homosexual lifestyle or by drug abuse, serving as a founding co-chair
of the Convention Ministry to Homosexuals Task Force; chairing the SBC Drug Abuse
Task Force; and serving on the board of the Alliance for a Drug-Free Society; and

WHEREAS, Land was a founding fellow of the ERLC Research Institute, an evangelical
think tank designed to provide resources to equip Southern Baptists and other Christians
as they engage a rapidly changing culture with the Gospel; and served as a commissioner
for the United States Commission on International Religious Freedom for five terms under
two presidential administrations; and

WHEREAS, Land began and served as host of four radio programs over the past thirty-two
years, including the ERLC’s For Faith & Family and Richard Land Live!; authored five
books, including The Divided States of America: What Liberals and Conservatives Get
Wrong about Faith and Politics; Imagine! A God Blessed America: What It Would Look
Like and How It Could Happen; and Real Homeland Security; served as contributing editor
for The Criswell Study Bible and The Believer s Study Bible; was the executive editor of the
ERLC’s Faith & Family Values; contributed to the electronic news digest, ERLC Weekly;
and edited and/or contributed to many other books and publications; and

WHEREAS, Land served as a visiting or adjunct professor at Midwestemn, New Orleans,
Southeastern, Southern, and Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminaries; Beeson Divinity
School; and Southwestern Seminary’s Richard Land Center for Cultural Engagement for
the study and research of ethics and public policy issues; and

WHEREAS, Land received numerous honors and awards including an honorary doctorate
and the W. A. Criswell Award for Public Service from Criswell College; the H. Paul
Pressler Service Award by Southermn Baptists of Texas Convention; The Ethics & Religious
Liberty Commission Distinguished Service Award and the John Leland Religious Liberty
Award by the ERLC; the Champions of Justice Award by the National Hispanic Christian
Leadership Conference; the Philip E. Johnson Award for Liberty and Truth by Biola
University; and the Truth and Media Award by Tennessee Right to Life; and

WHEREAS, In addition to his other awards and recognitions, Land served as administrative
assistant and senior advisor to the Honorable William P. Clements, Jr., Governor of Texas;
and was named one of the “25 Most Influential Evangelicals” by 7ime Magazine in 2005; and

WHEREAS, Prior to his service at the ERLC, Land served as pastor of two churches,
Vieux Carre Baptist Church in New Orleans, Louisiana, and South Oxford Baptist Church
in Oxford, England; served on church staff or as interim pastor of sixteen churches in
Arkansas, North Carolina, Tennessee, and Texas over a span of thirty-six years; and
taught as professor and served as academic dean and vice president for academic affairs at
Criswell College in Dallas, Texas; and

WHEREAS, Land received the Master of Theology degree from New Orleans Baptist
Theological Seminary, where he served as student body president and received the
Broadman Seminarian Award as the outstanding graduating student in 1972 and the
Outstanding Alumnus Award in 1997; and also received the Bachelor of Arts degree from
Princeton University and the Doctor of Philosophy degree from Oxford University in
England; and
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President Luter (LA) recognized Andy Chambers (MO), chairman, Committee on Order of
Business, to present the second report of the Committee on Order of Business.

Chairman Chambers (MO) stated that the Committee determined the following motion
deals with the internal operations or ministries of Convention entities. Under SBC Bylaw
26B, this motion is automatically referred to the appropriate SBC entity for consideration
and report to the 2014 Southern Baptist Convention: to the Executive Committee -
Jay Adkins (LA), Requesting a List of all Convention-Elected Trustees be Posted on SBC.
net. President Luter (LA) ruled that under the Convention’s rules, this motion is referred as
indicated by the Committee on Order of Business.

Andy Chambers (MO), chairman, Committee on Order of Business, moved that the
following motions be referred as follows for consideration and report to the 2014 Southern
Baptist Convention: to the Executive Committee - Tim Overton (IN), Requesting the
Executive Committee to Publish a Theological Position Paper on Using Gender Neutral
Bibles; Harold M. Phillips (MD), Requesting the Executive Committee to Appoint a Task
Force to Explore Altematives to the Boy Scouts; Steven Ball (TX), Requesting the SBC
to Withdraw Fellowship from Lake Shore Baptist Church, Waco TX. To the Executive
Committee and all SBC entities - Ronnie Floyd (AR), Requesting the Executive Committee
and SBC Entities to Assist Churches with Mental Health Ministries. The motion carried.

Chairman Chambers (MO) stated that the Committee on Order of Business requests the
chair rule the following motions are not in order: Wiley Drake (CA), Requesting the SBC
President to Lead the SBC to Join a Specific Prayer Movement; Wiley Drake (CA), Asking
the SBC President to Lead the SBC in Celebrating the Saturday Sabbath and Lord’s Day on
Sunday. The Committee determined these motions to be an effort to have the Convention
express its opinion on the issues concerned, which the Convention does through the
resolution process. The motions also seek to impose responsibilities on the president that
are not within the scope of his duties under the Constitution and Bylaws. President Luter
ruled that the motions were not in order for the reasons given.

President Luter (LA) announced that it was time for the introduction of new business.

Channing Kilgore (TN) presented a motion: Requesting that Persons Speaking in an
Official SBC Capacity Refrain from Speaking about Immigration Issues as if there is an
Official Position.

“In light of the diversity of views among Southern Baptists and often the manipulation of
social issues by politicians, I make a motion that any person speaking for Southern Baptists
in an official capacity, graciously consider to refrain from stating a supposed unified and/or
official position of Southern Baptists regarding immigration, amnesty, and/or a pathway to
citizenship views.” (Items 51 and 83)

President Luter (LA) recognized Ronnie Floyd (AR) for a point of order.

President Luter (LA) requested Ronnie Floyd (AR) meet with the Committee on Order of
Business to address his question.

John Mark Yeats (TX) presented a motion: Requesting the Executive Committee to Update
the Provisions of Article 1II of the SBC Constitution Regarding Minimal Standards and
Additional Messengers.

“Since the Southern Baptist Convention is a network of autonomous churches that enjoy
the sacrificial giving of its member churches to accomplish its shared Gospel mission, and
since there is no threshold gift that qualifies a congregation as able to send messengers,
and since the base gift of $250 required to send each additional messenger to the Southem
Baptist Convention has not changed since 1888 — a sacrificial amount then, but a token
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Michael W. (Mike) Routt, CO E Michael W. (Mike) Routt, CO
Circle Drive, Colorado Springs Circle Drive, Colorado Springs
Darrell P. Orman, FL I Timothy D. Maynard, FL
First, Stuart First Cove, Jacksonville
Wayne Robertson, GA E Wayne Robertson, GA
Morningside, Valdosta Morningside, Valdosta
Charles W. Boling, IL E Charles W. Boling, IL
Second, Marion Second, Marion
* Wilma J. Booth, IL E  *Wilma J. Booth, IL
Calvary, Elgin Calvary, Elgin
David F. Skidmore, IN I *Franklin D. (Frank) Kovaleski, IN
Charlestown Road, Jeffersonville Kingston Avenue, Anderson
Timothy A. (Tim) Ohls, KS-NE E Timothy A. (Tim) Ohls, KS-NE
Believers Southern, Wichita, KS Believers Southern, Wichita, KS
* Stephen D. Wilson, KY I *Amaldo (Timo) Soto-Cuevas, KY
Lone Oak, Paducah Immanuel, Corbin
* William E. (Eddie) Kinchen, MS E *William E. (Eddie) Kinchen, MS
First, Jackson First, Jackson
Jeff L. Paul, MO E Jeff L. Paul, MO
Country Meadows, Kansas City Country Meadows, Kansas City
Adam W. Houston, NE I Mark H. Ballard, NE
Providence, Chester, NH Capstone, North Bennington, VT
Dale R. Suel, NY E Dale R. Suel, NY
Ambherst, Amherst Ambherst, Amherst
Bryan (Scott) Davis, NC E Bryan (Scott) Davis, NC
Pitts, Concord Pitts, Concord
* Jetfrey B. (Jeff) Watson, NC E  *Jeffrey B. (Jeff) Watson, NC
Center Grove, Winston-Salem Center Grove, Winston-Salem
*J. Paul Cunningham, OK DS *Michael L. (Mike) Scifres, OK
Northwest, Oklahoma City North Fork, Eufaula
Joe E. Wright, Jr., TN I Tony L. Crisp, TN
First, Dyersburg Eastanallee, Riceville
Danny S. Sinquefield, TN E Danny S. Sinquefield, TN
Faith, Bartlett Faith, Bartlett
Michael L. (Mike) Lawson, TX E Michael L. (Mike) Lawson, TX
First, Sherman First, Sherman
* James T. (Jim) Davis, VA I Phillip Herring, VA
Kingsland, Chester First, Norfolk
*Sarah C. (Lynn) Talley, WV I *Robert E. Stennett, WV

Cross Lanes, Nitro

Good Shepherd, Scott Depot

GUIDESTONE FINANCIAL RESOURCES

State or Defined Territory Representation
Term Expiring 2017

Wes George, AR E
First, Rogers
* Harold D. Vick, FL I
First, West Palm Beach
Bryant Wright, GA E

Johnson Ferry, Marietta

Wes George, AR
First, Rogers

Darren Gaddis, FLb
First, Ocala

Bryant Wright, GA
Johnson Ferry, Marietta
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Jeffrey A. (Jeff) Long, NC E Jeffrey A. (Jeff) Long, NC
Parkwood, Gastonia Parkwood, Gastonia

Richard A. (Rick) Byrd, NC I NOT TO BE REPLACED
Comerstone, Summerfield

* Audrey L. Smith, NW E  *Audrey L. Smith, NW

Embrace, Burlington, WA Embrace, Burlington, WA

Michael A. (Mike) Butler, OK I NOT TO BE REPLACED
First, Purcell

Doyle R. Pryor, OK E Doyle R. Pryor, OK
First, Sapulpa First, Sapulpa

Kenneth P. (Ken) Cademartori, PA-SJ I *Nancy J. Patrick, PA-SJ
Friendship, New Freedom, PA Living Legacy, Harrisburg, PA

Scott C. Harris, TN E Scott C. Harris, TN
Brentwood, Brentwood Brentwood, Brentwood

Charles A. Fowler, TN I David B. Miller, TN
Germantown, Germantown Green River, Waynesboro

John B. Mann, TX E John B. Mann, TX
Lalunta, Springtown Lalunta, Springtown

Michael A. (Mike) Gonzales, TX I *Geronimo M. Disla, TX
First, Colleyville Primera Iglesia Bautista,

Grand Prairie
* Connie E. Ward, UT-ID E  *Connie E. Ward, UT-ID

Calvary, Boise, ID Calvary, Boise, [D

Herbert Brisbane, VA R Ken R. McLemore, VA
Antioch, Haymarket Liberty, Hampton

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

State or Defined Territory Representation
Term Expiring 2014

Randall E. Ingram, AL R Danny Wood, AL
Riverside, Mobile Shades Mountain, Birmingham
Term Expiring 2017
William L. (Billy) VanCamp, Jr., AZ E William L. (Billy) VanCamp, Jr., AZ
Heart Cry, Queen Creck Heart Cry, Queen Creck
William G. (Bill) Ingram, CO E William G. (Bill) Ingram, CO
Mississippi Avenue, Aurora Mississippi Avenue, Aurora
Robert V. Roberts, FL I Daniel W. deArmas, FL
Scott Lake, Lakeland First, Orlando
Shane H. Sowers, HI E Shane H. Sowers, HI
Central, Honolulu Central, Honolulu
Brent L. Campbell, MO E Brent L. Campbell, MO
First, Troy First, Troy
Natalic White, NY E Natalie White, NY
North Buffalo Community, Buffalo North Buffalo Community, Buffalo
William (Blake) Gideon, OK E William (Blake) Gideon, OK
First, Edmond First, Edmond
* Richard G. (Rick) Pudliner, PA-SJ DS *Paula M. Cordray, PA-SJ
Charleroi, Charleroi, PA Living Faith, Coraopolis, PA
Cleatus J. Blackmon, Jr., SC E Cleatus J. Blackmon, Jr., SC

First, Greer First, Greer
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Term Expiring 2015
Rick W. Byargeon, LA D *Julie C. Emerson, LA
Temple, Ruston First, Lafayette
Term Expiring 2018
John C. Thweatt, AL E John C. Thweatt, AL
First, Pell City First, Pell City
Phillip A. (Phil) Bray, MO E Phillip A. (Phil) Bray, MO
First, Macon First, Macon
New Trustee N James L. Walls, IN
First, Charlestown
SOUTHWESTERN SEMINARY
State or Defined Territory Representation
Term Expiring 2015
Jimmy Jackson, AL R *Mark Hindman, AL
Whitesburg, Huntsville First, Prattville
Term Expiring 2017
Stephen P. Davis, IN R *Kerry N. Jones, IN
Living Faith, Indianapolis Halteman Village, Muncie
Term Expiring 2018
* Harlan D. Lee, AZ 1 Mark S. Mucklow, AZ
North Phoenix, Phoenix First Southern, Glendale
Charles E. (Bobby) Holt, CO I Calvin R. Wittman, CO
Vista Grande, Colorado Springs Applewood, Wheat Ridge
Herb M. Reavis, Ir., FL E Herb M. Reavis, Jr., FL
North Jacksonville, Jacksonville North Jacksonville, Jacksonville
Edward N. (Ed) Knox, MS I *David F. Maron, MS
Antioch, Columbus First, Jackson
Dan Brandel, NW I Ronny L. Cooksey, NW
Valley Hills, Springfield, OR Valley, McMinnville, OR
D. Hance Dilbeck, Jr., OK 1 Michael W. Mings, OK

Quail Springs, Oklahoma City

First, Valliant

At-Large Representation
Term Expiring 2016

* Johnny W. McGregor, TX R
First, Gainesville

Kevin M. Ueckert, TX
South Side, Abilene

Term Expiring 2018

* John S. Brunson, TX E
First, Houston

*Don R. O’Neal, TX I
First, Euless

*John S. Brunson, TX
First, Houston

*Jamie R. Green, TX
First, Houston

NEW ORLEANS SEMINARY

State or Defined Territory Representation
Term Expiring 2016

* Lonnie Riley, KY R
Teetersville, Harlan

*Ralph C. Prince, KY
Lone Oak, Paducah
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MIDWESTERN SEMINARY

State or Defined Territory Representation
Term Expiring 2018

Emilio M. Meza, CA 1 Wayne H. Parker, M1
Iglesia Bautista Emanuel, Merriman Road, Garden City
Chula Vista
*Dan T. McDonald, GA E  *Dan T. McDonald, GA
First, Woodstock First, Woodstock
Larry T. Lewis, KY E Larry T. Lewis, KY
Reidland, Paducah Reidland, Paducah
Edwin C. Meyers, NM I Gordon R. Sidwell, NM
First, Raton Bethel, Roswell
* Richard Mathis, SC I Frankie J. Melton, SC
First, Spartanburg Heath Springs, Heath Springs
Local Representation
Term Expiring 2018
* Sanford W. Peterson, KS E  *Sanford W. Peterson, KS
Emmanuel, Overland Park Emmanuel, Overland Park
Kenneth J. Parker, MO E Kenneth J. Parker, MO
First, Keamey First, Kearney

GOLDEN GATE SEMINARY

State or Defined Territory Representation
Term Expiring 2018

Joseph C. Chan, AZ E Joseph C. Chan, AZ
Tucson Chinese, Tucson Tucson Chinese, Tucson

Janet Y. Springer, CO E Janet Y. Springer, CO
North Metro, Thornton North Metro, Thornton

Richard Edds, KS-NE I Cody D. Busby, KS-NE
First Southern, Salina, KS First, Mulvane, KS

Michael C. Routon, MS E Michael C. Routon, MS
Greens Creek, Petal Greens Creek, Petal

Joe K. Taylor, NV I *Gayle A. Fee, NV
South Reno, Reno Summerlin Community,

Las Vegas

Dennis Humphreys, OH E Dennis Humphreys, OH

Calvary, Wilmington Calvary, Wilmington

At-Large Representation
Term Expiring 2018

* William C. (Bill) Moffitt, WA E *William C. (Bill) Moffitt, WA
Richland, Richland, WA Richland, Richland, WA
Rickey P. Scott, OR E Rickey P. Scott, OR
Harvest Community, Eugene Harvest Community, Eugene
*Milton L. Brock, TX I *Timothy J. (Tim) Rost, TX

Sagemont, Houston Church at the Cross, Grapevine
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70.
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74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

President Luter (LA) announced the time of nominations for first vice president. Steve
Gaines (TN) nominated Bart Barber (TX). There were no other nominations. President
Luter called on Registration Secretary James H. (Jim) Wells (MO) to cast the ballot for the
Convention. President Luter announced Bart Barber, first vice president elect.

President Luter (LA) recognized Paige Patterson (TX), president of Southwestern Baptist
Theological Seminary, to bring the Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary Report.
Brad Atkins (SC) asked a question. Patterson responded.

President Luter (LA) announced he was extending a courtesy to Ronnie Floyd (AR) to
speak to a motion that he presented earlier in the day.

President Luter (LA) introduced the final time for new motions.

Phillip Senn (TN) presented a motion: Requesting Entities “Overseeing the Ministries of
the Churches of this Convention” to Refrain from Using Commercial Advertising to Solicit
Funds.

“That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Houston, TX,
June 11-12, ask the entities overseeing the ministries of the churches of this Convention
to refrain from utilizing commercial advertisements to solicit funding from sources other
than from the churches affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention.” (Items 70 and 84)
Kenneth Reiter (TX) presented a motion: Instructing The Ethics & Religious Liberty
Commission to Investigate the American Cancer Society’s Stand on Stem Cell Research.
“That The Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission investigate the American Cancer
Society’s stand on stem-cell research and release a statement regarding the ethics of their
stand.” (Items 71 and 84)

Paul Cunningham (OK) presented a motion: Requesting a Change in Reserve Seating
Allocations at the Convention.

“That except for seating for the press and the handicapped, all reserved seating on the

Convention floor be open to any messenger on a first come, first served basis.” (Items 72
and 83)

Charles Billingsley (VA), Convention music director, led the congregation in praise and
worship.

President Luter (LA) recognized Adam Greenway (KY), chairman of the Life Way trustees,
to introduce Thom S. Rainer (TN), Nashville, president & CEO, LifeWay Christian
Resources. Rainer presented the LifeWay Christian Resources Report. Kent Cochran (MO)
asked a question. Rainer responded.

Thom Rainer (TN), president & CEO, LifeWay Christian Resources, introduced the
LifeWay Christian Resources presentation.

Adam Cruse (IL), senior pastor, First Baptist Church, Mt. Carmel, led the benediction.

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 12, 2013
REVIVAL SERVICE

Charles Billingsley (VA), Convention music director, worship pastor of Thomas Road
Baptist Church, Lynchburg, led congregational praise and worship.

President Fred Luter, Jr. (LA), senior pastor, Franklin Avenue Baptist Church, New Orleans,
brought a message from God’s Word to a standing room only crowd of messengers and guests.

President Luter (LA) led the benediction.
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Report of the 2013 SBC COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES

Robert J. Anderson, Jr., Chair

(2013-2014 Committee on Nominations)

(State Convention/Name/Church Membership)

* indicates layperson from each state or regional convention

ALABAMA

* Barbara Moore
First Baptist
Pelham, AL

David Chambers
First Baptist of Fairview
Cullman, AL

ALASKA

* Judy Rice
First Baptist
Anchorage, AK

Thomas Hoffman
Fairview Loop Baptist
Wasilla, AK

ARIZONA

* Julie Evans
Second Mile Baptist
Tucson, AZ

Cecil Pratt
First Southern Baptist
Wellton, AZ

ARKANSAS

* Richard Proctor
Wynne Baptist
Wynne, AR

Michael G. Seabaugh
Central Baptist
Magnolia, AR

CALIFORNIA

* Herbert Brown
New Seasons
Spring Valley, CA

Ruben Galarza
The Vine
Rancho Cucamonga, CA

CoLoraDO

* James W. Parr, Jr.
Applewood Baptist
Wheat Ridge, CO

Patrick “Ross” Jagers
Circle Drive Baptist
Colorado Springs, CO

DistricT OF COLUMBIA
* James Kneale

First Baptist

Upper Marlboro, MD

* Salvatore Galeano
First Baptist
Upper Marlboro, MD

FLORIDA

* Randy Knepper
Hibernia Baptist
Fleming Island, FL

Ricky E. Powell
Fort Caroline Baptist
Jacksonville, FL

GEORGIA

* Dianne Fountain
Cedar Creck Baptist
Winder, GA

Fred McCoy
Houston Lake Baptist
Perry, GA

Hawan

* Kenneth Sakai
Valley Isle Fellowship
Wailuku, HI

Richard “Rick” Lazor
Olanui Baptist
Honolulu, HI

ILLNoOTS

* Sharon Carty
Emmanuel Baptist
Carlinville, IL

Wes Feltner
Tabernacle Baptist
Decatur, IL

INDIANA

* Deborah Dills Davidson
First Baptist
Sellersburg, IN

Wayne Gullion
Wayneboro Baptist
Ft. Wayne, IN

KANSAS/NEBRASKA

* Susan Pederson
Prairie Hills Baptist
Augusta, KS

Timothy Boyd
First Baptist
Shawnee, KS

KENTUCKY

* David Chrisman
Kings Mountain Baptist
Mt. Washington, KY

Ed Amundson
High Street Baptist
Somerset, KY

Loutsiana

* Carolyn Sue French
Jefferson Baptist
Baton Rouge, LA

Ray Swift
First Baptist
Lafayette, LA

MARYLAND/DELAWARE

* José Anderson
Colonial Baptist
Randallstown, MD

André¢ Williams
Kettering Baptist
Upper Marlboro, MD

MICHIGAN

* Sharon Greer
The Orchard
Traverse City, MI

Marc Bewley
LakePointe
Clinton Township, MI

MISSISSIPPT

* Jim Edwards
Harrisburg Baptist
Tupelo, MS
Randy Turner

First Baptist
Laurel, MS
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92.

93.

94.

95.

96.

97.

98.

99.

100.

10

—_

President Luter (LLA) recognized Charles S. (Chuck) Kelley, Jr. (LA), president, New
Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, to bring their report. Kelley announced the
seminary is launching the Fred Luter Jr. PhD Fellowship for African American students.

President Luter (LA) called on Andy Chambers (MO), chairman of the Committee on
Order of Business, for a report. Chambers moved that the time be adjusted ahead 20
minutes. The motion was adopted.

President Luter (LA) announced the time of nominations for recording secretary. John
Mark Yeats (TX) nominated John L. Yeats (MO). There were no other nominations, and
Luter called on James H. (Jim) Wells (MO), registration secretary, to cast the Convention
ballot for John L. Yeats. President Luter announced John L. Yeats recording secretary
elect.

President Luter (LA) recognized James H. (Jim) Wells (MO) for a report on the election
of second vice president. Wells reported that 682 ballots were cast. Jared Moore (KY)
received 451, or 66.13%, and Don Cass (TX) received 223, or 32.70%. President Luter
announced Jared Moore as second vice president elect.

Charles Billingsley (GA), introduced featured soloist Tommy Walker (CA), who led in
praise and worship.

President Luter (LA) recognized R. Albert Mohler, Jr. (KY), president, The Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary, to give their report. Mohler shared that twenty years ago, he
was introduced in Houston as the new president of Southern Seminary.

President Luter (LA) recognized Wanda Lee, executive director/treasurer, Woman’s
Missionary Union, to give their report. Lee celebrated the 125 years of the WMU. She
introduced the newly re-elected WMU president, Debbie Akerman (SC). They promoted
a stand against pornography because of the importance of believers living worthy of their
devotion to God’s calling.

President Luter (LA) introduced Andy Chambers (MO) for a motion. Chambers moved that
the morning agenda be advanced 20 minutes. The motion was adopted.

President Luter (LA) announced the time for nominations for Registration Secretary. Jim
Richards (TX) nominated James H. (Jim) Wells (MO). There were no other nominations,
and Luter called on John L. Yeats (MO), recording secretary, to cast the Convention ballot
for James H. (Jim) Wells. President Luter declared James H. (Jim) Wells registration
secretary elect.

President Luter (LA) recognized Steve Lemke (LA), chairman of the Resolutions
Committee and provost, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, to give the first
report of The Committee on Resolutions.

. Manpoong Dennis Kim (MD) moved the adoption of Resolution 1, and it was adopted.

RESOLUTION 1
ON APPRECIATION

WHEREAS, The messengers to the 156™ session of the Southern Baptist Convention have
enjoyed a time of worship, encouragement, and fellowship in the Lord Jesus Christ; and

WHEREAS, We acknowledge God’s providence in all these blessings; and
WHEREAS, We also acknowledge the kind hospitality of the people of Houston, Texas; and
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103. Joe Wright (TN) moved the adoption of Resolution 3. Peter Lumpkins (GA) moved
to amend by striking the word “Finally” from the next to last paragraph and inserting
“RESOLVED, that we encourage all denominational leaders and employees of the
Southern Baptist Convention to utilize the highest sense of discernment in affiliating with
groups and/or individuals that possess questionable policies and practices in protecting
our children from criminal abuse.” Steve Lemke (LA) spoke against the amendment and
in support of the Committee’s report. Tim Rogers (NC) spoke for the amendment. Scott
Gordon (MO) spoke against the amendment. John Yeats (MO) reread the amendment.
The amendment was adopted. Bob Cleveland (AL) moved to amend in the second resolve
following the words “moral responsibility to report to authorities” by adding the words
“any accusations of child abuse.” Joe Wright (TN) spoke for the committee to receive
the amendment. The amendment was adopted. Wiley Drake (CA) moved the previous
question. The previous question was ordered. Resolution 3 was adopted as amended.

RESOLUTION 3
ON SEXUAL ABUSE OF CHILDREN

WHEREAS, The Bible is clear in its affirmation that children are a gift from the Lord
(Psalm 127:3-5); and

WHEREAS, The Lord Jesus demonstrated His love for children by encouraging them
to follow Him, correcting those who hindered them, and condemning those who harmed
them (Matthew 18:3-6; Mark 10:13-14); and

WHEREAS, The sexual abuse of children remains an ever-increasing criminal offense
with more than 1.8 million reported victims of sexual abuse by more than 750,000 child
abuse perpetrators identified in the United States alone; and

WHEREAS, Tragically, instances of sexual abuse have been perpetrated within Southern
Baptist congregations, churches of other denominations, and other Christian ministries;
now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southem Baptist Convention meeting in
Houston, Texas, June 11-12, 2013, call upon Southern Baptists to stand with our Lord
Jesus in loving and protecting children as He does; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we remind all Southern Baptists of their legal and moral responsibility
to report any accusations of child abuse to authorities in addition to implementing any
appropriate church discipline or internal restoration processes; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we likewise call upon all Southern Baptists to cooperate fully with
law enforcement officials in exposing and bringing to justice all perpetrators, sexual or
otherwise, who criminally harm children placed in our trust; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we strongly urge Southern Baptist churches to utilize background
checks like those provided through LifeWay Christian Resources (www.lifeway.com/
backgroundchecks), databases of sexual predators such as the US Department of Justice
sex offender database linked at SBC.net (www.SBC.net/localchurches/ministryhelp.
asp), or other relevant resources in screening all potential staff and volunteer workers,
particularly those who minister to children and youth; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage pastors and church leaders to develop and implement
sound policies and procedures to protect our children; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage all denominational leaders and employees of the
Southern Baptist Convention to utilize the highest sense of discernment in affiliating with


http://www.lifeway.com/
SBC.net
http://www.SBC.net/localchurches/ministryhelp
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105.

106.
107.

RESOLVED, That we encourage Southern Baptists to support agencies and ministries
which help rescue and rehabilitate trafficking victims; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call upon Southern Baptists to support public policies at the local,
state, national, and international level which combat human trafficking; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we affirm the important work of persons in law enforcement, education,
medicine, counseling, and other professions who address human trafficking through their
assigned responsibilities, pledging our prayerful support.

Manpoong Dennis Kim (MD) moved the adoption of Resolution 5. Channing Kilgore
(TN) moved to amend by adding a new second “RESOLVED, That we affirm Scripture
to be the final authority on all mental health issues.” Kilgore spoke to his amendment.
Steve Lemke (LA) spoke against the amendment for the Resolutions Committee. Michael
Crisp (TX) spoke for. Bob Cleveland (AL) spoke against the amendment. Wiley Drake
(CA) spoke for the amendment. Tom Ascol (FL) spoke against the amendment and moved
the previous question. The question was ordered. Luter (LA) reread the amendment. The
amendment failed. Steven Owensby (SC) moved to amend by adding a new resolution
following the first RESOLVED to add “RESOLVED, that the mission Jesus described as
His own in Luke 4:18-19 should also be the mission of His church, namely to proclaim
liberty to those who are oppressed with godly biblical counsel.” Lemke (LA) shared that
the committee received the amendment. The amendment was adopted.

Chairman Chambers (MO) moved to extend the time 25 minutes. The time was extended.

Channing Kilgore (TN) moved to amend before the last RESOLVED, “RESOLVED, that
we affirm Scripture to be the final authority on all mental health issues.” Kilgore spoke
to the amendment. Resolutions Committee member David Crosby (LA) spoke against
the amendment. President Luter (LA) reread the amendment. The amendment failed.
Resolution 5 was adopted as amended.

RESOLUTION §
ON MENTAL HEALTH CONCERNS AND THE HEART OF GOD

WHEREAS, God made all things perfectly good in design for His glory and the good of
humanity (Genesis 1-2); and

WHEREAS, Adam and Eve rebelled against Him, choosing their own way and the way
of the Evil One, and consequently ushered sin and disorder into our world and the whole
human race (Genesis 3; Romans 5:12-21; 8:22); and

WHEREAS, As a consequence of this Fall, humanity is subjected to many kinds of mental
health problems including autism spectrum disorders; intellectual disability; mental health
conditions like schizophrenia, clinical depression, anxiety disorders, bipolar disorders, and
cating disorders; and discases of the aged such as dementia and Alzheimer’s disease; and

WHEREAS, God did not abandon fallen humanity but loved the world (John 3:16-17)
and launched a plan of redemption—a restoration that is incomplete in this age but will be
perfected in heaven (1 Peter 1:3-9); and

WHEREAS, Those with mental health concerns, like all people, are crowned with honor
and dignity, being made in the image and likeness of God (Psalm 8:4-6; James 3:9); and

WHEREAS, Those with mental health concerns are disproportionately represented among
the homeless and in our correctional systems, indicating a tragic neglect of these persons
who are made in God’s image; and
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That we encourage churches and families that seek to remain in the Boy Scouts to impact
as many boys as possible with the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ, and . . .” The
resolutions committee considered the motion to amend as friendly. The motion to amend
was adopted.

109. Mike Janz (CA) moved to replace the word “orientation” with the word “preference.”
David Dykes (TX) spoke against the amendment. The amendment failed.

110. President Luter asked the body if they preferred to vote now or in the afiernoon session.
The question was ordered. The resolution as amended was adopted.

RESOLUTION 6
ON THE CHANGE OF MEMBERSHIP POLICY
OF THE BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA

WHEREAS, For more than a century, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) has been a
values-based boys organization designed to “prepare young people for a lifetime of
character and leadership,” equipping them “to make ethical and moral choices over their
lifetimes by instilling in them the values of the Scout Oath and Law™; and

WHEREAS, The Scout Oath contains language that is consistent with belief in God and
biblical precepts that serve as the basis for Christian faith: “On my honor I will do my best
to do my duty to God and my country and to obey the Scout Law; to help other people at
all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally awake, and morally straight”; and

WHEREAS, The leadership of the Boy Scouts throughout its history has restricted from
membership and leadership those persons who would affect the group’s ability to advocate
its viewpoints in regard to belief in God and His moral precepts; and

WHEREAS, In 1992, and again in 2000, the Southern Baptist Convention adopted
resolutions affirming the Boy Scouts in their stand that homosexual conduct is inconsistent
with the obligations of the Scout Oath, encouraging the BSA “to maintain its historic
commitments” (1992) and “to hold fast to its traditional ideals” (2000); and

WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court ruled in 2000 that the constitutional
right to freedom of association allows a private organization, as part of its “expressive
message,” to exclude a person from membership when “the presence of that person affects
in a significant way the group’s ability to advocate public or private viewpoints” and that
allowing homosexuals as adult leaders would interfere with that message (Boy Scouts of
America et al. v. Dale); and

WHEREAS, In 2004, the Boy Scouts adopted a policy statement that said, in part, “Boy
Scouts of America believes that homosexual conduct is inconsistent with the obligations
in the Scout Oath and Scout Law to be morally straight and clean in thought, word, and
deed”; and

WHEREAS, In 2012, an eleven-person committee appointed by the National Council of
the Boy Scouts completed a two-year study and reported its unanimous decision that the
Boy Scouts retain the current policy as outlined above; and

WHEREAS, NBC News reported in breaking news on January 28, 2013, that the BSA
executive leadership, in concert with certain members of the BSA board of directors,
was poised to change the Scouts’ historic policy at its February 4-5 board meeting the
following week to allow avowed homosexuals into membership and leadership positions
within the Boy Scouts of America; and
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119.

RESOLVED, That we affirm the right of all families and churches prayerfully to assess
their continued relationship with the BSA, expressing our support for those churches and
families that as a matter of conscience can no longer be part of the Scouting family; and
be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage churches and families that remain in the Boy Scouts to
seek to impact as many boys as possible with the life-changing Gospel of Jesus Christ,
to work toward the reversal of this new membership policy, and to advocate against
any future change in leadership and membership policy that normalizes sexual conduct
opposed to the biblical standard; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we encourage churches that choose to sever ties with the Boy Scouts
not to abandon their ministry to boys but consider expanding their Royal Ambassadors
ministry, a distinctively Southern Baptist missions organization to develop godly young
men; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we declare our love in Christ for all young people regardless of
their perceived sexual orientation, praying that God will bring all youth into a saving
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.

President Luter (LA) introduced Tom Elliff (VA), president, International Mission Board,
to give their report. Elliff challenged the messengers to expend greater energy declaring
the faith than defending the faith. Although thrilled with the third highest Lottic Moon
Offering, Elliff pointed out the difference between the amount of offerings Southern
Baptists receive and the amount invested in missions. Doug Wendling (NM) asked a
question. Elliff responded.

Tom Eliff (VA) led the International Mission Board presentation and challenged
messengers and Southern Baptists with the importance of cooperative missions to
reach the vast lostness of the world. He implored Southern Baptists to personally and
generationally embrace the heart of God for the unreached people groups.

Danny Decker (MO), senior pastor, First Baptist Church, Warsaw, led the benediction.
WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 12, 2013

Charles Billingsley (VA), Convention music director, worship pastor, Thomas Road
Baptist Church, Lynchburg, led in praise and worship.

Leon Thompson (IL), deacon, Broadview Missionary Baptist Church, Chicago, led the
congregation in prayer.

President Fred Luter, Jr. (LA) called on James H. (Jim) Wells (MO) for a registration
report. At 12:00 p.m. there were 5,112 registered messengers. Wells took a moment of
personal privilege to say thanks to the messengers for their intercession in his behalf.
President Luter prayed for Wells.

President Luter (LA) introduced Andy Chambers (MO), chairman of the Committee on
Order of Business, for a motion. Chambers moved that the schedule be advanced by 10
minutes. The motion was adopted.

President Luter (LA) recognized Steve Lemke (LA), chairman of the Resolutions
Committee and provost, New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, to give the final
report of the Committee on Resolutions.

Carol Yarber (TX) moved the adoption of Resolution 7. James Hammack (KY) moved
to amend the resolution after the word “cheerfully” by adding the words “and give
sacrificially as good stewards of God’s blessings” and then complete the balance of the
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120. David Crosby (LA) moved the adoption of Resolution 8, and it was adopted.

121.

RESOLUTION 8
ON RECOGNITION OF THE 125™ ANNIVERSARY
OF THE WOMAN’S MISSIONARY UNION

WHEREAS, The Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) was created in 1888 with Annie
Armstrong as its first corresponding secretary; and

WHEREAS, WMU has been an auxiliary to the Southern Baptist Convention for the
past 125 years, supporting Southern Baptist missions through prayer, missions education,
sacrificial giving, and mission activities; and

WHEREAS, The passion for missions stirred and channeled through WMU has assisted
Southern Baptists in developing one of the most extensive mission networks in church
history; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Houston,
Texas, June 11-12, 2013, express gratitude to God for our partnership with WMU in
impacting the nations with the Gospel of Jesus Christ, joining WMU in celebrating 125
years of mission support to the Southern Baptist Convention and its cooperating churches
for international and North American missions; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we commend WMU for its faithful and continued partnership in
Southern Baptist missions through prayer support, and educational programming such as,
Women on Mission, Adults on Mission, myMISSION, Acteens, Challengers, Youth on
Mission, Girls in Action, Royal Ambassadors, Children in Action, and Mission Friends;
and be it further

RESOLVED, That we commend WMU for its faithful financial support of missions
through the special offerings for international, North American, and state missions, and
through the Cooperative Program; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we commend the members of WMU for their personal engagement
in mission activities, such as Baptist Nursing Fellowship, Christian Men’s Job Corps,
Christian Women’s Job Corps, International Initiatives, Missionary Housing, Project
HELP, Pure Water, Pure Love, WorldCrafts, Acteens Activators, Acteens Activators
Abroad, MissionsFEST, FamilyFEST, and Youth Missions Teams; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we encourage WMU to continue to fan the flames for missions with
Southern Baptists until our Lord returns.

Galen Wendell Jones (GA) moved the adoption of Resolution 9, and it was adopted.

RESOLUTION 9
ON PRAYER FOR THE PRESIDENT AND OTHER POLITICAL LEADERS

WHEREAS, Scripture teaches that God is sovereign over all nations of the earth (Psalm
93:1-2; 103:19; 113:4-5); and

WHEREAS, God, in His permissive will, may allow political leaders, both in biblical
times and the present day, to enact policies that are opposed to His revealed will (1 Kings
16:25, 30); and

WHEREAS, It is in God’s power to prompt the hearts and minds of political authorities
to His purposes and furnish wisdom and guidance in their decisions (Ezra 1:1-3; Proverbs
21:1; Daniel 3:26-30; 4:34-37); and
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WHEREAS, Some officials and municipalities have discriminated against consti-
tutionally-protected religious activities in public housing, public schools, and other
tax-supported spaces; and

WHEREAS, Despite the long and honorable tradition of respect for religious freedom within
the ranks of the United States armed services, many members of the United States military
are experiencing heightened levels of animosity and hostility because of their faith; and

WHEREAS, Chaplains in the United States military are growing increasingly concerned
about their freedom to minister to America’s servicemen and women according to the
dictates of their faith without fear of reprisal or intimidation; and

WHEREAS, The federal government is denying the right of its citizens to exercise their
religious freedom by its insistence that they provide in their employee healthcare plans for
contraceptives and abortion-causing drugs and devices; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in
Houston, Texas, June 11-12, 2013, express our gratitude for our God-granted religious
freedom; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call on college administrators to respect the right of students to
freedom of association and stop requiring religious student groups to accept as members
or select as leaders those who do not share their core religiously-informed beliefs; and be
it further

RESOLVED, That we call upon the federal, state, and local governing authorities to hold
any college or university accountable that discriminates on the basis of religion, violating
students’ constitutionally-guaranteed freedom of religion and association; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we implore the United States Department of Defense and each branch
of the military to reaffirm their commitment to the freedom of all servicemen and women
to conduct themselves in accordance with the dictates of their faith; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call on these same military organizations to respect and continue
to uphold the right of their chaplains to minister freely according to the dictates of their
faith; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we ask these military entities to communicate consistently throughout
every branch of the armed forces and to every person who provides instruction or
guidance to our servicemen and women the right of all servicemen and women, and the
chaplains who serve them, to conduct themselves in accordance with the dictates of their
faith; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call on every branch of government to investigate all claims of First
Amendment violations and to educate, discipline, or prosecute any who are involved in
these violations; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we call on the current administration to uphold the constitutional
protections accorded people of faith to provide healthcare for their employees that is
consistent with their core religious beliefs; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we urge those who engage in defending the legal rights of people of
faith to come to the aid of those who are facing discrimination for their faith by federal,
state, and local governments, institutions, or individuals; and be it further
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125.

WHEREAS, The cost of incarceration, averaging more than $30,000 per inmate per year,
absorbs a significant percentage of governmental budgets at the federal, state, and local
levels; and

WHEREAS, The number of elderly inmates, whose healthcare costs are a growing part of
the overall cost of incarceration, has increased dramatically due to longer sentences; and

WHEREAS, Probation and parole systems, if utilized effectively, offer less expensive
supervision, employ new monitoring techniques, reunite families, and actively work
toward social reintegration of prisoners; and

WHEREAS, Public revenues saved by lower incarceration rates could be applied to
improve and expand parole, probation, and reintegration programs; and

WHEREAS, Prolonged incarceration of nonviolent offenders, who make up roughly half
of all inmates, frequently contributes to the disintegration of family structures, increases
dependency on state aid, and reduces the economic viability of individuals, families, and
communities, thus hindering their reintegration into society; and

WHEREAS, Incarceration rates are at or near the highest levels in Southern states, as is the
case, for instance, in Louisiana which now incarcerates one out of every eighty-six adults,
the highest documented rate of incarceration in the world; and

WHEREAS, Many people serving disproportionately long sentences for nonviolent
offenses are routinely housed with hardened offenders; now, therefore, be it

RESOLVED, That the messengers to the Southem Baptist Convention meeting in
Houston, Texas, June 11-12, 2013, declare our support and appreciation for all who work
in the criminal justice system to protect our communities, often bearing heavy loads with
limited resources; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we express our support of legislative policies that seek to reduce high
incarceration rates without jeopardizing public safety; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we affirm that probation and parole may serve as a wise, just, and
cffective alternative to prolonged incarceration for certain nonviolent offenders; and be it
further

RESOLVED, That we urge all federal, state, and local criminal justice agencies to increase
the support, training, and resources for their personnel and to increase their cooperation
with the Southern Baptist Convention and other like-minded organizations who seek to
reach offenders with the life-transformational Gospel of Jesus Christ; and be it further

RESOLVED, That we affirm our prison chaplains, local church ministries, seminary
educational initiatives, and other ministries that serve in prisons and youth detention
centers and operate programs that seek to reintegrate prisoners into their communities,
and reduce recidivism through moral and spiritual transformation; and be it finally

RESOLVED, That we urge churches and other ministries to participate in programs that
assist prisoners with reintegration into society, including transitional housing, vocational
and drug rehabilitation, and family support, heeding the words of Jesus, “I was in prison,
and you came to visit me” (Matthew 25:36)

President Luter asked if there were any other Resolutions for consideration. There were
none, and the Resolutions Committee was dismissed.













