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PROCEEDINGS 
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

Dallas, Texas 
June 1749,1997

Tuesday Morning, June 17

1. Music was presented by the Celebration Choir and Orchestra, James Bradford, director, 
First Southern Baptist Church, Del City. Oklahoma.

2. Morris H. Chapman (TN). president and chief executive officer of the Executive 
Committee, presented the Broadus gavel to President Thomas D, (Tom) Elliff (OK), Elliff 
called to order the one hundred fortieth session of the Southern Baptist Convention in the 
one hundred fifty-second year of its history at 8:32 a.m. in the Dallas Convention Center, 
Dallas, Texas. Elliff introduced the parliamentarians.

PARLMAfEATARMrVS; C. Barry McCarty (Ohio), Chief Parliamentarian
Lester L. Cooper, Jr. (Georgia), Jimmy E. Jackson (Alabama). Fred Powell (Missouri), 
Fred H, Wolfe ( Alabama), and Joe H. Reynolds (Texas)

3, Congregational singing was led by James D. (Jim) Whitmire (TN), convention music 
director, minister of music, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova. Ron and Patricia Owens 
(GA) introduced the theme song, "Back to the Cross," which they were commissioned to 
write for this convention,

4. С. T. McGuire (TX), evangelist, Kamack, led in prayer.
5. Lee Portcr(GA), registration secretary, reported that as of 8:30a.m. June 17.1997,8,991 

messengers had been certified by churches to the Convention. He moved that these 
messengers constitute the Convention and fltat other duly certified messengers from 
churches in cooperation with the Convention who arrive later be recogn ized as members 
of the Convention whe n they have enrolled on the basis of membership set forth in Article 
III of the Constitution, The motion carried.

6. James W. (Jim) Richards (AR), chairman of the Committee on Order of Business, moved 
the adoption of the order of business as printed in the SRC Bulletin. Chairman Richards 
moved that debate on all questions during the sessions be limited to three minutes per 
speaker. The motions carried.

Theme: “To The Cross!** 
Scripture: I Corinthians 1:18

“For the preaching of the Crass ...
is the /wrr afCod. ”

Tuesday Morning, June 17
8:00 Music for Inspiration Celebration Choir and Orchestra, James Bradford, director, 

First Southern Baptist Church, Del City. OK
8:30 Call to Order

Congregational Singing - James D. (Jim) Whirmire, trwtwrrtw миетс director, 
wiwfjtor ofnittsk. Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova, TN 
Prayer - С. T. McGuire, Kamack, TX

8:35 Registration Report and Constitution of Convention - Lee Porter , SBC registration 
secretary, retired, Lawrenceville, GA
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8-40 Committee on Order of Business (First Report) - James W. (Jim) Richards- <
director of mtxxionx, Northwest Baptist Association, Rogers, AR

8.45 Welcome - Governor George W. Bush, governor of Texas (invited)
8:50 Response - O. Damon Shook, pnstor. Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston, TX 
8:55 Announcement of Committee on Committees, Credentials, Resolutions, and Tellers
9:00 Bible Study - David Ring, crrmgelAf, Orlando, FL

Prayer - Edward C. (Ed) Gregory, pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church,
Cedar Rapids, LA

9:20 Crossover Dallas - Darrell W. Robinson, vice president. Evangelism, Home Mission 
Board, Alpharetta, GA

9:25 Introduction of Motions and Resolutions
9:45 Executive Committee Report (Part 1) - Morris H. Chapman, prestJent chief 

executive officer, Nashville, TN
10:40 Southern Baptist Convention Canada Planning Group Report - Ernest J. Kelley, 

interim president, Home Mission Board. Alpharetta. GA
10:45 Voices from the Past - Recognition of Former SBC Presidents
10:55 Congregational Singing - James Bradford, mi/uster of music. First Southern Baptist 

Church, Del City, OK
11:00 Special Music - Celebration Choir and Orchestra, First Southern Baptist Church, Del 

City, OK
11:10 President's Address - Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff. 5SC ргегй/етр, pastor, First Southern 

Baptist Church, Del City, OK
11:55 Benediction - Jon Elliff, уошЛ mimstor, Union Hill Baptist Church, Purcell, OK

Tuesday Afternoon, June 17
1:00 Music for Inspiration - Heartsong, Darlene Oliver and Donna Harper, 

Richardson, TX; Jeff and Joy Earle Ministries, Acworth, GA
1:15 Congregational Singing - Gary Powell, mmirrer о/тнггс and Cherokee

Baptist Church. Memphis, TN
Prayer - Michael R. (Mike) Spradlin, prejident-riect, Mid’America Baptist 
Theological Seminary, Germantown, TN

1:20 Memorial Service - J. Harold Smith, tnmgchM Newport. TN
1:25 Woman's Missionary Union Report - Delianna W. O'Brien, executAe director/ 

treasurer, Birmingham, AL
1:35 Business

Committee on Order of Business (Second Report) - James W. (Jim) Richards 
Introduction of Motions; Reporting Proposed Resolutions

1:55 Congregational Singing - Michael W. (Mike ) Daniel, адос/оге pastor and minister of 
music, Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville. AL

2:00 Committee on Nominations Report - Loyd O. Freeman, сЛайтпая, /ед’еиот, 
Odessa, TX

2:10 Messenger Information Survey - David W, Atchison, SSC recording secretary, 
director. Disciples Call, Franklin, TN

2:20 Election of Officers (First)
2:35 Executive Committee Report (Part 2)
3:05 Bold Mission Thrust Report - Ernest E. Mosley, елесигАе rice president. Executive 

Committee. Nashville, TN
j. [ 5 Congregational Singing - Len Kennedy, minArer o/musA, Woodland Baptist 

Church, Jackson, TN
3-20 Sunday School Board Report - James T. Draper. Jr., president, Nashville. TN
3-30 Sunday School Board Presentation
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4:00 YouthLink 2000 - Richard Ross, church growth consultant-minister of youth, Sunday 
School Board, Nashville, TN

4; 10 Congregational Singing - Blake Krumalis, яшшгег of music, Carriage Hills Baptist 
Church, Southaven, MS

4: 15 Committee on Committees Report
4:25 Introduction of Motions; Reporting Proposed Resolutions
4;40 Election of Officers (Second)
4:55 Benediction - Ben J. Rowell, pastor, First Baptist Church, Ragers, AR

Tuesday Evening, June 17
6;00 Music for Inspiration - NewSound, William Mac Davis, director. Southwestern 

Baptist Theological Seminary, Fort Worth, TX
6:15 Congregational Singing - Ron Upton, mm titer of music. Idlew ild Baptist Church, 

Tampa, FL
Prayer - Laverne Butler, retired pres ident, Mid-Continent Baptist Bible College, 
Mayfield, KY

6:20 Election of Officers (Third)
6:30 Committee on Order of Business (Third Report) - Jame£ W. (Jim) Richards
6:40 Previously Scheduled Business, Introduction of New Motions; Reporting Proposed 

Resolutions
6:55 Christian Life Commission Report - Richard D. Land, president, Nashville, TN
7:05 Seminary Report - R. Albert Mohler, Jr., r/minnan, Council of Seminary Presidents
7:15 Congregational Singing - Jamie Parker, minister of youth music. Bellevue Baptist 

Church, Cordova, TN
7:20 Seminary Presentation -

The Cross and the Call
R. Albert Mohler, Jr., president, Southern Baptist Theological Seminary<
Louisville, KY
Kenneth S, Hemphill, president, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Fort Worth, TX
William O. (Bill) Crews, ргден&ш, Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary,
Mill Valley, CA
Music - Combined Seminaries Ensemble
Charles S. (Chuck) Kelley, Jr., president, New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary, New Orleans, LA
Paige Patterson, prwrdenr, Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary, 
Wake Forest, NC
Mark T Coppenger, preside nt, Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary;
Kansas City, MO
A Covenant of Commitment
Music - Adult Choir and Banner Ministry, James D. (Jim) Whitmire, Ладки;
Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova, TN
Message - Paige Patterson

8:40 Call io Commitment
8:45 Benediction - Shawn Mcrithew, student. Southern Baptist Theological Seminary , 

Louisville, KY

Wednesday Morning, June 18
8; 15 Music for Inspiration - Burchfield Brothers, Nashville. TN
8:30 Congregational Singing - Tim Dunahoo, poster minister of music.

Southside Baptist Church, Savannah, GA
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Prayer - George O. McCalep, Jr., pastor, Grecnforesi Baptist Church, Decatur. GA 
®;35 Introduction of Local Arrangements. Committee - John R. (Jack) Wilkerson, vice 

president for business arid finance, Executive Committee, Nashville, TN 
8:40 Annuity Board Report - Paul W. Powell, president and chief executive officer, 

Dallas, TX
8:50 Election of Officers (Fourth) 
9;00 Business

Committee on Order of Business (Fourth Report) - James W. (Jim) Richards 
Introduction of Motions (Last Time)

9:20 Congregational Singing - Greg Sims, minister of music, Spotswood Baptist Church, 
Fredericksburg, VA

9:25 Previously Scheduled Business
9:50 Committee on Resolutions (First Report)
10:10 Introduction of the North American Mission Board - John O. Yarbrough, chairman, 

Implementation Task Force, pastor, First Baptist Church, Репу, GA
10:40 Election of Officers (Fifth)
10:50 Congregational Singing - Tim Foland, associate pastor of praise and worship.

Woodland Park Baptist Church, Chattanooga, TN
10:55 Music - Adult Choir, Bellevue Baptist Church; Soloists: Bette Stalnecker, типе 

evdrtgefer; Jamie Parker, wtrmitor of уошЛ mu.n’c
11:05 Convention Sermon - Richard D. Land, president, Christian Life Commission, 

Nashville, TN
11:50 Benediction - David Miller, evartge/мг, Heber Springs, AR

No Wednesday Afternoon Session

Wednesday Evening, June 18

6:00 Music for Inspiration - Ray Jones, Radiance Ministries, San Antonio, TX 
6:15 Congregational Singing - Chris Alsup, тйштег of music, First Baptist Church, 

Hom Lake, MS
Prayer - Jimmie Ruth Caughron, iayperson. Laceys Spring, AL 

6:25 Business
Committee on Order of Business (Fifth Report) - James W. (Jim) Richards
Election of 1998 Convention Sermon Preacher, Alternate, and Music Director 

6:40 Home Mission Board Report = Ernest J, Kelley, intcr/m prewdew, Alpharetta, GA 
6:50 Foreign Mission Board Report - Jerry A, Rankin, president, Richmond, VA 
7:00 Congregational Singing - Donnie Stribble, minister of music. The Heights Baptist 

Church, Richardson, TX
7:05 Missions Emphasis - The Cross Over the World

Music - Combined Choirs of the Dallas/Fort Worth Area
Presentation of Testimonies - Foreign Mission Board and Home Mission Board 
Message: The Cross Over the World - Adrian P. Rogers, pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Cordova, TN

8:35 Call for Commitment
8:45 Benediction - M, Wade Coker, jwsriona/y to Zambia, West Monroe, LA

Thursday Morning, June 19
g: 15 Music for inspiration - Diana Seitz, vfo/btm, Memphis, TN

One Voice, Ladies Ensemble, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova, TN, with the Clint 
Greene Family, Memphis, TN

8 30 Congregational Singing - Roosevelt Brooks, ccwunwnrry mrivto/tj го/ыи/сег.



M 1997 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

Memphis, TN
8:35 Bible Study - Ledtkey R. McIntosh, pastor. Glorieta Baptist Church, 

Oklahoma City. OK
Prayer - Salon Faaidid. supervisor, Way Back House, Garland. TX

8:55 Previously Scheduled Business

9:05 Committee on Resolutions (Final Report)
9:20 American Bible Society Report - Fred A. Allen, гштнан/ to Me presirfeut/ASS 

chap/utH, New York. NY
9:30 A Cdebrariwv Reflecting on the Past, Rejoicing in the Future
9:50 Questions and Answers About Agency Ministries

Stewardship Commission Ronald E, Chandler, president
Brotherhood Commissi on - James D. Williams, president
Radio and Television Commission - Jack B. Johnson, president
Education Commission - E. D. Hodo, chairman
Historical Commission - Slayden A. Yarbrough, mrenm лгсса/пе
Southern Baptist Foundation - Hollis E. Johnson 111, president

Special Recognition of Outgoing Directors
10:10 Congregational Singing - Mark Cook, bMwerjpwZ First Southern

Baptist Church, El Mome, CA
10:15 Baptist World Alliance Report - Denton Lotz, lecreron; McLean, VA
JU: 25 Denominational Calendar Committee Report - E<lw;rrd I- Манок, Jr., chairman, 

Farmington Hi IK, Ml
10.35 Denominational Press Report - Herb V. Hollinger, vke president for convention 

news. Executive Committee. Nashville, TN
10:45 Presentation of Outgoing SBC Officers - Morris II. Chapman
10:50 Presentation of Newly Elected SBC Officers Morris H. Chapman
10:55 Congregational Singing - Marty Goetz, music evangelist. Marty Goetz Ministries. 

Inc., Franklin, TN
11:00 Music - Marty Goetz
11:10 Speaker - Luis Palau, evangelist, Portkind. OR
11:45 Prayer/Benediction - David Galvan, pastor, Primera Iglesia Bautista Nueva Vida. 

Garland, TX

7. George W. Bush, governor of Texas, welcomed the messengers.
8. O. Damon Shook (TX) pastor, Champion Forest Baptist Church, Houston, responded to 

the welcome on behalf of the messengers.
9. President Thomas D. (Tom 1 Flliff (OK) announced the following committees as listed in 

tlte 5ЯС Bidletin: Committee on Committees, Credentials Committee, Committee on 
Resolutions, and Tellers Curmnittee

COMMITTEE COMMITTEES: l ed Traylor i Florida), Chairman
Fred Lackey (Alabama), Etude Smith (Alabama). Royce Christmas (Alaska), Jean Pestiell 
(Alaska), George Barnes (Arizona), Jim Dixon (Arizona). Pai Robinson (Arkansas), 
Mark Sparks (Atkan.sas), Deryl Luckey (California), Alice Wilson (California), Peggy 
Oxford (Colorado). l orn Zomcs (Colorado), Thomas Hay (District oi Columbia), David 
Wood (District of Columbia), Carl Nixon ( Florida), Lee Mabry (Georgia). Paul Mason 
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(Georgia), O. W. Efurd (Hawaii), Mike Komatsu (Hawaii), Ron MaHaney (Illinois), Les 
Mason (Illinois), Tom Evins (Indiana), Meg PaKon (Indiana), Robert Hanson (Kansas- 
Nebraska). Blaine Lair (Kansas-Nebraska), Bill Bartieman (Kentucky). James Reynolds 
(Kentucky), Randy Harper (Louisiana), Carlton Vance (Louisiana), Carroll Camp (Mary­
land-Delaware), Jean Visy (Maryland-Delaware),Tom Fishel! (Michigan), John Harrison 
(Michigan), Steve Bain (Mississippi), Louise Shannon (Mississippi), Barbara Forir 
(Missouri), Michael O'Guin (Missouri), Je-ггу Carver (Nevada), Bill Potts (Nevada), Paul 
Castillo (New York), Stan Gillcash (New York), Alan Chastine (New Mexico), Kccny 
Dickenson (New Mexico), Dick Risas (New England), John D. Kucsper (New England), 
Gerald Cowen (North Carolina), Mark Harris (North Carolina), Hank Ford III (North­
west), Rick Hahn (Northwest}. Don Piercy (Ohio), David Cavanaugh (Ohio), Robert 
Griffin (Oklahoma), Jim Morgan ( Oklahoma), Jimmy Aldridge (Permsylvania-S. Jersey ), 
Edward Ridge, Jr- (Pennsylvania-S, Jersey), Glen Rusher (South Carolina), J. Wendall 
Rhodes (South Carolina), Donald Dunavaiu (Tennessee), Fem Sutton (Tennessee), 
Rocky Weatherford (Texas), Don Workman (Texas), Sallie Di mitt (Utah-Idaho), Ronald 
Dean Smith (Utah-Idaho), Michael Adams (Virginia), Charles Wynn (Virginia), Jack 
Dial (West Virginia), David Jicka (West Virginia), Charles Crim (Wyoming), Danny 
Francis (Wyoming)

CREDENTIALS COMMITTEE; Edward C. (Ed) Gregory (Iowa), Chairman
Benny Reynolds (Alabama), John Brackin (Arizona), Bobby Biggers (Arkansas), Jimmie 
Sheffield (Arkansas), Greg Roper (California), Ron Thompson (Florida), Jerry Speer 
(Georgia), John Shaull (Iowa), Gregory Nimmo (Kentucky). Bobby Hines (Louisiana), 
Kevin Smith (Mississippi). Mark Inman (Missouri), Don Dowies (North Carolina), 
Richard Burson (Northwest), Tim Foster (Northwest). Ron Andrews (Ohio), Curtis Byrd 
(Ohio), John White (Oklahoma), Jerry Dixon (Penn.-SJersey), Tommy Knott (South 
Carolina), Raymond Boston (Tennessee), Floyd Paris (Tennessee), Shawn Brewer 
(Texas), Houston Roberson (Virginia), Brian Russell (Virginia)

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE- John L. Sullivan (Florida). Chairman
William R. (Bill) Elliff (Arkansas), Bruce G, Coe (Arizona), Carmen Whitaker (Califor­
nia), Liz Traylor (Florida), Mike Whitehead (Missouri), Clark Stewart (Mississippi), W. 
Ted Kcrsh (Oklahoma), Forrest Claunch (Oklahoma), Fred Minix (Virginia)

TELLERS COMMITTEE: Kenneth C, (Chuck) Allen (Georgia), Chairman
William (Willy) Rice (Alabama), Larry Dcskins (Arizona), Gary Knighton (Arizona), 
Rick Pyron (Arkansas), Todd Pope (Florida), John Townsend (Georgia). Leo Endel 
(Iowa), Wyndell Jones (Iowa), Tom Martin (Maryland-Delaware), Lamar Morin (New 
Mexico), Stanley Hughes (Northwest), Travis Smalley (Ohio), Mark Brookhurl (Penm- 
S. Jersey), Todd Wilson (Tennessee), Michael Wright (Texas), James Stone (Virginia)

JO- A Theme Devotion entitled "To the Cross!" was given by David Ring (FL), evangelist, 
Orlando.

11, Edward C (Edi) Gregory (1A), pastor, Immanuel Baptist Church, Cedar Rapids, led in 
prayer.

12. Darrell W- Robinson (GA), vice president, evangelism. Home Mission Board, reported 
on the Crossover Dallas project- Robinson reported 3,275 professions of faith at the time 
of this report.
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13. President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK) announced the time for introduction of motions 
and resolutions, noting that motions would be referred to (he Committee on Order of 
Business to be scheduled for later consideration and that Resolutions would be referred 

to the Committee on Resolutions.
14, Charles Lawson (MDi presented a morion: On Adding an Article on Family to the 

Baptist Faith and Message.

"I move that the president of the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in Dallas. Texas, 
June 17-19. 1997. appoint a committee to review the Baptist Faith and Message of 
May 9,1963, for the primary purpose of adding an Article on "The Family’ and to bring 
the amendment in the next convention for approval (which will be the 35th anniversary).

I recommend the following structure be considered.
’’Article XVIII. The Family

■‘God’s intention of a family beginning with a man and woman, not excluding either a man 
or woman adopting a child.

“Cdr ihis reason, a man shall leave Ins father and mother and be united to 
his wife, and they will become one flesh ” (Gen, 2;24)

"A The Role of the Husband.
B, The Role of the Wife.
C. The Role of the Children.” (Items 14,38. and 82)

15. Kent Cochran (MO) presented a motion: On Review of Accreditation Affiliations

“I move that the Southern Baptist Convention ask the presidents of our six seminaries to 
evaluate our relationship with ATS, regional accreditors, and other accrediting agencies, 
and report back to the 1998 Southern Baptist Convention wi th a recommendation.” flte ms 
15 and 38)

16. Timothy Wilkins fNC) presented a motion; On Ministry to Homosexuals

‘’Believing that homosexuality is a sin. that healing, for the homosexual is a reality, and 
that the chureh has an obiigation to promote heding, I move that the newly formed North 
American Mission Board (NAMB) conduct a thorough study of homosexuality, that the 
NAMB contact the reputable ex-gay ministry Exodus International to learn what 
resources arc available for ministering to those affected by homosexuality, and that (lie 
NAMB develop and aggressively promote ministry resources to all SBC agencies, state 
conventions, association») offices, and local churches, This would include exploring the 
feasibility of a national campaign to promcHe healing for the homosexual: and
“that this convention devote three minutes of prayer. seeking the mind of Christ so that 
we would know how to be instruments of healing," ( hems 16 and 38)

17. Jerry В. Stone i FL i presented a mm ion; On Scheduling the Southern Baptist Convention.

"I move that the Southern Baptist Convention, after the present schedule of convention 
dales has been satisfied, shall not be permitted to schedule я date for holding she 
convention during the week immediately following Father’s Day.” (Items 17 and 38)
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18, David Madsaac (MS) presented a motion: On Scheduling the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

4 move that all future dates of the convention not already set take Father’s Day into 
consideration/' (Item 18 was not recognized as a motion since the motion had already 
been made. Madsaac withdrew his motion and it did not receive a second.)

19. Roger Perkins (AL) presented a motion: On Adding Messengers to the Southern 
Baptist Convention.

“In accordance with Luke2I:3-4,1 move that Article III, Section 2 be deleted and replaced 
with "2. one additional messenger from each such church forevery one percent (1 % ) paid 
to the work of the Convention through the Cooperative Program during the fiscal year 
preeeeding the annual meeting(Items 19 and 38)

20. Ray O. Jones (VA) presented a motion: On the Partial Birth Abortion Bill,

4T move that we, the messengers at the 140th session of the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17, 1997, (1) express our profound appreciation to 
Congress for passing the bill to ban partial birth abortion' and (2) we urge President Bill 
Clinton in the name of God and the name of all yet unborn children, to sign that bill 
banning partial birth abortion and do no! veto itl I” (Items 20 and 38)

21. Morris H. Chapman (TN), president and chief executive officer of the Executive 
Committee, introduced the Committee’s report shown in the SBC Boot о/ Лфот, 
Chapman introduced Ronnie W. Floyd (AR), chairman of the Executive Committee. 
Floyd recognized John O. Yarbrough (GA), chairman. Implementation Task Force, and 
pastor. First Baptist Church, Perry, who brought the final report of the Implementation 
Task Force, Sarah Maddox (TN) and Mike Hamlett (SC) assisted with the report,

22. Bob Sorrell (TN) moved the adoption of Recommendation 8. Recommendation 8 was 
adopted,

Recommendation 8: SBC Request for Entity Compliance with Richie vs. SBC Discovery 
Requests

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention has been named as one of approximately 
fifty defendants in the matter of Boyd L, Richie v, The American Council on Gift Annuities, Inc,, 
er al, Filed in the United States District Court of the Northern District of Texas (“the Richie 
lawsuit”): and

WHEREAS, The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention is defending 
the Richie lawsuit on behalf of the Southern Baptist Convention: and

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention has not done anything illegal or injurious 
IO the plaintiff, and has strongly denied the plaint) fFs allegations of wrongdoing; and

WHEREAS, The plaintiff has taken the position that the Southern Baptist Convention 
must respond to legal demands for copies of documents and other information (known as 
“discovery'”)шИ onb' on behalf of itself, but also on behalf of each and e very Southern Baptist 
Convention entity; and

WHERE A S, И is abhorrent to the polity of the Southern Baptist Convention to suggest that 
the Southern Baptist Convention, or the Executive Committee acting on behalf of the Southern



38 1997 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

Baptistconvention, has the authority to enter into the offices of any entity of the Southern Baptist 
Convention for the purpose of reviewing its files, removing or copying its documents, gathering 
information lo respond to discovery requests, or for any other purpose; and

WHEREAS, The Executive Committee has made, and will continue to make, its best 
efforts to educate the court concerning the structure and governance of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and the nature of the authority to govern the Southern Baptist Convention entities 
which has been vested in the various boards of trustees elected by the Southern Baptist 
Convention, both under the governing instruments of the Southern Baptist Convention and the 
laws of the various states where Southern Baptist Convention entities are incorporated; and

WHEREAS, In spite of the Executive Committee’s efforts, tire trial court in the Richie 
lawsuit has effectively ordered that the Southern Baptist Convention must respond to discovery 
requests served on the Southern Baptist Convention by providing documents and information 
which are in the custody, possession, and control of any one of the entities of the Sou them Bapti st 
Convention; and

WHEREAS, The court has the authority to order monetary penalties or other sanctions 
against the Southern Baptist Convention if the Executive Committee fails to provide documents 
and information which arc controlled by other entities of the Southern Baptist Convention in 
response to plaintiff s discovery1 requests: and

I ■ Delete subparagraph (2)f, in its entirety. Subparagraph <2}f. currently reads:

WHEREAS, Although mindful of the need to protect and defend the principles of Baptist 
theology concerning the church and evangelism on which the structure of the Southern Baptist 
Convention is based, the Convention prefers conserving its resources for spreading the good 
news of Jesu s Christ rather than spending its funds on litigation and appeals: now. therefore, the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19, 1997, takes the following 
actions;

1. The Southern Baptist Convention affirms the integrity of the historical governance
and structure of the Southern Baptist Convention, including the authority of the 
board of trustees of each Southern Baptist Con vent ion entity and the offi cers elected 
by such board to govern the affairs of the entity, noting that this structure has served 
Southern Baptists well for over 150 years and must be preserved,

2. The Executive Committee is authorized, on behalf of the Southern Baptist Convention,
to request the several entities of the Southern Baptist Convention to provide 
documents and information which are in their custody, possession, and control tn 
response to discovery requests served on the Southern Baptist Convention in the 
Richie lawsuit.

3. The Southern Baptist Convention requests that all Southern Baptist Convention 
entities comply with any such request which may be made by the Executive 
Committee to the extent compliance would be lawful and would not inflict 
significant damage to the historical relationships within the Southern Baptist 
Convention or the polity of the Southern Baptist Convention

23. Bob Sorrell (TN) moved the adoption of Recommendation J. Recommendation 1 was 
adopted.

Recommendation 1: Amendment to SBC Bylaw 16, Committee on Nominations

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends that the 
Southern Baptist Convention amend Bylaw 16. Committee on Nominations, as follows:
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Г. Nominees for election to the board of any inveslmcnl company established 
by the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention.

2. Delete subparagraph (10) in its entirety. Subparagraph (I u> currently reads:

(10) The Committee onNominations shall recommend to the Con vention at lease 
fourteen (14) persons who are qualified to se rve as trustees of the investment 
companies established by the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. The Convention shall, in turn, nominate at least fourteen (14) 
persons (prelection by the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
to serve as trustees of the investment companies. Subparagraphs (7) and (8) 
of this bylaw shall not apply to trustees of the investment companies.

24. Bob Sorrell (TN) moved the adoption of Recommendation 2. Recommendation 2 was 
adopted.

Recommendation 2: SBC Bylaw and Business and Financial Plan Amendments Prompted 
by Covenant for a New Century

The Executive Committee of Ute Southern Baptist Convention recommends that the 
Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Dallas. Texas, June 17-19, 1997, amend, effective at 
the close of the Southern Baptist Con vention, June 19,1997, Bylaw 12: Program Leaders: Bylaw- 
16: Committee on Nominations, paragraph (3); Bylaw 19: Representation, paragraphs (2) and 
(3); Bylaw 20: The Executive Committee, paragraph (5), sections (h), (i). (I), and (m): Bylaw 
23: Committee on Order of Business; Bylaw 25: The Inter-Agency Council, paragraph (In 
Bylaw 26: Program Statements; Bylaw 28: Procedures, paragraph (2); and Bylaw 32: 
Representation From Qualified Stales and Territories, paragraph (2): and the Business and 
Financial Plan, Article XIX, paragraphs (2), (3), and (6) to read as follows;

NOTE: Bold represents addition to text; strikeout represents deletion of text.

SBC Bylaw 12. Program Ministry Leaders:

Program Leaders of Southern Baptist Convention programs entities shall 
be admitted io the Con vention sessions and shall be authorized to serve as resource 
persons for discussion of those matters which affect rhe ir areas of program ministry 
responsibility.

SBC Bylaw 16. Committee on Nominations, paragraph (3};

(3) No person shall be eligible to serve on more than one of the boards, 
institutions, commissions, or the Executive Committee, at a time. This, however, 
shall not apply to the Southern Baptist Foundation; nor shall it apply to-thr 
president of the Convention, the president of Woman's Missionary Union, and the 
recording secretary, as is provided in Bylaw 2(X I)-
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SBC Bylaw 19. Representation, paragraphs (2) and (3):

(2) Baptist World Alliance General Council- Representatives of the 
Southern Baptist Con vention on the General Council of the Baptist World Alliance 
shall include the following: the president and chief executive officer of the 
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention; the presidents of the 
Foreign International Mission Boards the Home North American Mission 
Board, the Sunday School Board, the Annuity Board, the Semmafy Presidents 
Council. The Radio and Television Commission., and the Brotherhood Commi-ssion, 
the -executive dircetore-of the Christian Life Ethics and Religious Liberty 
Commission; the designee of the Council of Seminary Presidents; and the 
executive director of the Woman's Missionary Union; the incumbent president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention. The remaining eligible representatives shall 
be nominated by the Committee on Nominations to serve for the Baptist World 
Alliance Congress period. Such nominations shall be in keeping with the 
Constitution and Bylaws of the Baptist World Alliance, They may include persons 
employed full time by a church or denomi national agency or persons not employed 
full time by a church or denominational agency, The expenses of the executives 
of Convention entities will be the responsibility of the respective entities.

In the event the Southern Baptist Convention or the Executive Committee 
does not have the opportunity to approve proxies for those named by the Southern 
Baptist Convention as members of the General Council of the Baptist World 
Alliance, the members of the General Council of the Baptist World Alliance 
representi ng the Southern Baptist Convention, answering, the roll call at the regular 
meeting of the General Council of the Alliance, shall be authorised to certify 
someone attending the meeting as a proxy. The expenses of proxies to the meeting 
shall not be paid out of the Convention Operating Budget.

(3) №>нЛ American Baptist Feilanship: Representatives of the Southern 
Baptist Convention io the North American Baptist Fellowship shall be the eurrent 
incumbent president of the Southern Baptist Convention and the presidents of the 
Foreign International Mission Board, Home North American Mission Board, 
The Sunday School Board, Brethefhoed Commission designee of the Council of 
Seminary Presidents, die president and chief executive officer of the Executive 
Committee, and the executive director of the Woman's Missionary Union. The 
remaining eight (8) shall be named by the Committee on Nominations to terms 
concurrent with the Baptist World Alliance and shall be evenly divided between 
persons employed full time by a church or denominational agency and persons not 
employed full time by a church or denominational agency. Their terms shall he 
concurrent with the Baptist World Alliance, except for the president.

The expenses of proxies to the meeting shall not be paid out of the Convention 
Operating Budget.

SBC Bylaw 20. The Executive Committee, paragraph 5, sections (h), (i), (]>, and (m):

h. To conduct the general work of promotion and the general work of publicity
for the Convention i n cooperation with the agencies of the Convention. The 
Executive Committee shall provide a Convention relations service and a
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Convention news service to interpret and publicize the overall Southern 
Baptist Program ministry. These services shall be available to support the 
work of all Convention agencies and programs ministries.

i- To maintain open channels of communication between the Executive 
Committee and die trustees of the agencies of the Convention, to study and 
make recommendations to agencies concerning adjustments required by 
pregrarTr-toMgrrmcnts ministry statements or by established Convention 
policies and practices, and, whenever deemed advisable, to make 
recommendations to the Convention. The Executive Committee shall not 
have authority to control or direct the several boards, agencies, and i nstitutions 
of the Convention, This is the responsibility of trustees elected by the 
Convention and accountable directly to the Convention.

1, To utilize an appropriate report format which will enable the Executive 
Committee to obtai n from the agencies adequate and comparable information 
about program ministry plans, accomplishments, and financial data.

m. To maintain an official organization manual defining the responsibilities of 
each agency of the Convention for conducting specific programs ministries 
and for performing other functions. The manual shall cite the actions of the 
Convention that assigned the programs ministries and other functions to the 
agency. The Executive Committee shall present to the Convention 
recommendations required to clarify the responsibilities of the agencies for 
programs ministries and other functions, to eliminate overlapping 
assignments of responsibility, and to authorize the assignment of new 
responsibilities for programs ministries or functions to agencies

SBC Bylaw' 23. Committee on Order of Business:

The Committee on Order of Business shall consist of seven (7) members - 
the president of the Convention and six (6) other members, two (2) of whom shall 
be elected each year for a term of three £ 3) years and two (2) one-third of whom shall 
be persons not employed full time by a church or denominational agency, No 
member of the committee can succeed himself or herself. The committee shall 
suggest an order of business for the next meeting of the Convention. It shall provide 
periods of time during the Convention for the introduction of all matters requiring 
a vote not scheduled on the agenda, and, when introduced (unless the Convention 
then gives its unanimous consent for its immediate consideration) shall fix times for 
the consideration of the same. AU such matters of business shall be introduced to 
the Convention by the end of the morning session of the second day of the annual 
meeting of the Convention. When practicable it shall give notice in the Convention 
Bulletin of the substance of the motion or resolution and the time for its consideration, 
If unable to give notice in the Bulletin* it shal I cause announcement to be made from 
the floor of the Convention of the same, action thereon to be taken at the subsequent 
session of that Convention. The committee shall recommend to the Convention a 
preacher for the succeeding Convention sermon and the director of music. The 
director of music shall be elected annually and the term of office is limited to two 
(2) years. The director of music shall not be eligible for re-election until as much 
as one (I) year has elapsed from the time a successor is named.
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SBC Bylaw 25. The Inter-Agency Council, paragraph (1К

<l) The work of the Council shall be in keeping with its prescribed 
functions. It will neither launch nor execute program я ministries: it will formulate 
no policies. except those which govern its own activities. Its chief purpose is that 
о Г consul tat ion, com municat ion, and cooperation. The scope of its work wi II be that 
of (a) finding ways of mutual re-enforcement in assigned responsibilities and 
distinctive ministries; (b) considering and seeking to avoid remove tendon a 
resulting from overlapping endeavors and competitive programs ministries; (c) 
considering the means for helping the churches fulfill their divine mission in Bible 
leaching, evangelism, world missions, stewardship, Christian training, education, 
and Christi an social serviced di finding ways for effective cooperation in promoting 
the total work of the Southern Baptist Convention: (e) considering the significant 
factors affecting the work and w itness of the denomination and seeking to find the 
means through which the power of the Christian gospel may be brought to bear on 
the total life of our time.

SBC Bylaw 26. Program Ministry Statements:

The program ministry statements of die agencies as approved by the 
Southern Baptist Convention and published in the 1967 Annual and subsequently 
amended, renamed, or rewritten, and approved by the Convention, express the 
policy of the Convention with respect to (he programs ministries of the agencies 
of the Convention.

SBC Bylaw' 28. Procedures, paragraph (2):

12) Procedure for Motions OjMessengers Concerning Agencies' Motions 
made by messengers dealing with internal operations or programs ministries of an 
agency shall he referred to the elected board of the agency for consideration and 
герои io the constituency and to the next annual session of the Convention for action 
with the exception that the Committee on Order of Business may be instructed by 
a two-thirds vole lo arrange for consideration at a subsequent meeting of the same 
Convention, subject to provision of Bylaw 23,

SBC Bylaw 32. Representation From Qualified States and Territories paragraph (2):

i2) When the cooperating Baptist chweltes have twenty thousand < 20,000) 
members, an updated application may be filed for represeEuation on the Foreign 
International Mission Board. Home North American Mission Board, and Sunday 
Schoo) Board of the Convention, unless otherwise provided in the Board's charter.

Business and Financial Plan. Article XIX: Film. Publication, and Merchandising Policy

(2) The Radt*> and i skm Commission North American Mission
Board should tie designated and recognized as the sole producer and distributor of 
films for tele v i sh m consistent w ith its statemen t of Program Ministry Relationships. 
It is understood that the Radio and Televiaion Cemmixsitm North American 
Mission Board may use for television other films, at its own discreiion, produced 
by other agencies.
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(3) The Sunday School Board should make available any films which it 
produces for use by the churches to the Radio attd Television Commission North 
American Mission Board for use in television without charge, except print cost, 
and the Radio and Television Commission North American Mission Board 
should provide for distribution by the Sunday School Board io the churches any 
films which it produces for radio and television without charge, except print cost, 
The Radio and Television Commission North American Mission Board may also 
use film produced by other agencies of the Convention for distribution to the 
churches without charge, except print cost, if such film 15 to be used in television.

(6) The Radio and Television Commission North American Mission 
Board shall offer records or tapes it has produced for radio and television use to the 
Sunday School Board on consignment, or some other basis mutually agreeable to 
both parties, for sale in the book stores or through record clubs. The Radio and 
Tele vision Commission North American Mission Board shall be authorized to 
offer to listeners through direct mail, for sale or by gift in its program of audienee 
building, recordings it has produced for radio and television use and which are not 
selected by die Sunday School Board. The Radio itnd Tele vision Commission 
North American Mission Board shall be authorized to make use of records and 
tapes returned by the Sunday School Board for its program of in audience building,

25. Jetry Spencer (AL) moved the adoption of Recommendation 5. Recommendation 5 was 
adopted. Chapman presented a resolution of appreciation to Larry L. Lewis (GAJ Гог 
service as president of the Home Mission Board.

Recommendation 5: Resolution of Appreciation fur Larry L, Lewis, president, Home 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends that ihe 
Southern Baptist Convention adopt the resolution of appreciation for Larry L. Lewis on the 
occasion of his reti cement as president of the Home Mission Board and express gratitude to God 
for his commitment and dedicated ministry.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION FOR LARRY L. LEWIS

WHEREAS. Larry L. Lewis retired December 31,1996, after ten yeans as president of the 
Home Mission Board of rhe Southern Baptist Convention: and

WHEREAS- During his tenure as president, Dr, Lewis effectively sharpened the Home 
Mission Board’s focus on evangelism, ministry', and church starting, which helped 10 spur a 
nationwide emphasis in the Southern Baptist Convention on starting new churches; and

WHEREAS, His leadership in sanctity of human life issues, in authoring early and 
influential pro-life literature and instituting Altemativcs-to-Abortion ministries at the Home 
Mission Board, assisted Southern Baptists to become a bellwether in pro-life advocacy among 
the denominations; ami
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WHEREAS, He served with distinction as president of Hannibal-LaGrange College in 
Hannibal, Missouri, for six years; and

WHEREAS, His ministry as pastor in Missouri, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Ohio 
spanned two decades, during which lime he distinguished himself as a personal soul-winner, 
a mentor of younger pastors, an effective leader of men, and a man of courage and vision; and

WHEREAS, The passion of Dr. Lewis' Christian and ministerial life has been the practice 
and teaching of personal soul-winning evangelism and the development of new churches, and

WHEREAS, He will continue to advance the cause of God’s Kingdom through Mission 
America as national facilitator for “Celebrate Jesus 2000”; and

WHEREAS, He generously served beyond the local church in Baptist life in local 
associations, stair conventions, the North American Baptist Fellowship, and the Baptist World 
Alliance: and

WHEREAS, Dr. Lewis willingly worked in a broad variety of leadership roles in the 
Southern Baptist Convention, notably with the Education Commission, the Resolutions 
Committee, and the Pastors’ Conference; and

WHEREAS, He graduated from outstanding and respected educational institutions; 
Hannibal-LaGrange College, the University of Missouri, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, and Luther Rice Seminary; and

WHEREAS, He, with his wife, the former Betty Jo Cockerell, established a sound 
Christian home in which they raised three children; and

WHEREAS, Dr. Lewis’ contributions to Southern Baptist life have been numerous and 
distinguished, and he has conscientiously served the Lord and Southern Baptists; now, therefore,

BE ГТ RESOLVED, That the members of the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting in Nashville, Tennessee, February 18, 1997, and the Southern 
Baptist Convention, meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19.1997, express gratitude to God for 
the life and ministry of Lairy L. Lewis; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. That the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist 
Convention express our best wishes to Larry and Betty Jo for the years ahead, and assure them 
of our prayers.

26. Claude Thomas (TX) moved the adoption of Recommendation 3. Recommendation 3 w as 
adopted.

Recommendation 3:1997-98 Southern Baptist Convention Operating Budget

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends that the 
Southern Baptist Convention adopt the 1997-98 SBC Operating Budget in the amount of 
$6,092,674 as follows (1996-97 budget shown for comparison).
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION OPERATING BUDGET
STATEMENT OF INCOME

Cooperative Program *$4,916,144 **$4,449,151
Designations 100,000 75,000
Sunday School Board 470,000 470,000
biterest/Dividends 65,000 62,000
SBC UFE 170,000 175,000
Other Income 371,530 246,000

TOTAL INCOME SW2.674 $5477.151
“ Includes remaining Cove mult for a New CeflturyTrafi3iii<wi,fc<ijeii'iC&ibi;ii£'fits. for SBC agency employees displaced 

by Covenant for a New Century, full-yc*ir operations for Southern Bsytist Foundation and Cc«prrative Program 
Advancement, SBC Building upgrading, rebuilding operating reserve depleted by Implementation Task Forte.

* * Includes Covenant for a New Century Transition,. Scholarship Fund for American Baptist TbeolDexuI Seminary and 
3 months Cooperative Ptognun Allocation income Cd' Southern Baptist Foundation and 3 months: Cooperative Program 

Advancement expense.

EXPENSES
1997-98 L996-97

Convention Administration Expenses
CON VENTION OPERATIONS

General Operations
SBC Committees
SBC Building Management
Covenant Transition

ANNUAL MEETING
General Operations
News Room Operation

OPERATING RESERVE

Total Convention Expenses

Executive Committee Operations Expenses
ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE

General Administration
Executive Committee Meetings

CONVENTION RELATIONS
CONVENTION NEWS
COOPERATIVE PROG. ADVANCEMENT

Total Executive Committee Expenses

Convention Support

RELATED ORGANIZATIONS
Baptist World Alliance
American Bapt. Theo. Seminary
Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs

Total Convention Support
SOUTHERN BAPTIST FOUNDATION

TOTAL BUDGETED EXPENSES

S 503,400 
97,000 

640,700 
125,000

750,000 
69,000 

200,000

$2,385,100

S 397,000 
95,000 

310,000 
700,000

700,000 
67,000

. 92,000
$2361.000

$1,387,403 
225,ODD 
685,000 
325,500 
370,463

$2.993.366

417,838 
0 
Q

L_4W

$ 296,370

$6,092,674

$1.163,354 
215,000 
675,200 
315,500

—21750

$2.536,158

414,993
165,000 

0

$ 579.993

$ 75,354

ШШ51
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27. Ernest J. Kelley (GAR interim president. Home Mission Board. Alpharetta, introduced 
Allen Schmidt, executive director-treasurer. Canadian Convention of Southern Baptists, 
who presented The Southern Baptist Convention Canada Planning Group Report.

28. After a video presentation, “Settled Forever," President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK) 
recognized all former presidents of the Southern Baptist Convention present for brief 
greetings to the messengers. Those present were: Dr. H. Franklin Paschall (TN) 1967- 
68, Dr. and Mrs. Bailey Smith (OK) 1981-82, Dr. and Mrs. James T. Draper, Jr. (TN) 
1983-84, Dr. Charles Stanley (GA) 1985-86. Dr. and Mrs. Adrian P. Rogers (TN) 1980, 
1987-88, Dr. and Mrs Morris H- Chapman (TN) 1991-92, Dr. and Mrs Edwin Young 
(TX) 1993-94, anil Dr. and Mrs. James B. Henry (FL) 1995-96.

29. Fred Luter, Jr. (LA), second vice president, assumed the ehair.
30. Congregational singing was led by James Bradford (OK), minister of music. First 

Southern Baptist Church, Del City.
3L Robert E. (Bob) Anderson (LA), first vice president, introduced President Thomas D. 

(Tom) Elliff (OK) who gave the president's address after special music was presented by 
the Celebration Choir and Orchestra, First Southern Baptist Church. Del City. OK,

32, The benediction w as given by Jon Elliff (OK), youth minister, Union Hill Baptist Church, 
Purcell.

Tuesday Afternoon, June 17
33. Music was presented by Darlene Oliver and Donna Harper (TX) of Heartscmg, Richardson, 

and Jeff and Joy Earle Ministries (GA), Acworth.
34. Congregational singing was led by Gary Powell (TN), minister of music and education, 

Cherokee Baptist Church. Memphis.
35. Michael R. (Mike) Spradlin (TN), president-elect, Mid-Amenca Baptist Theological 

Seminary, Gennamown, led in prayer.
36, A videotaped memorial tribute was led by J, Harold Smith (TN), evangelist, Newport-
37, The Woman’s Missionary Union Report was given by Dellanna W. O'Brien (AL), 

executive director/treasurer. Wanda Lee (GA) was introduced as the newly reelected 
president. The report was highlighted by a video presentation.

38. James W. (Jim) Richards (AR). chairman, presented the second report of the Committee 
on Order of Business and announced the motions to be referred as required by SBC Bylaw 
23: for later consideration: Lawson (item 14), as required by SBC Bylaw 28(2): to each 
seminary: Cochran (item 15),to the North American Mission Board: Wilkins (item 16); 
to the Executive Committee: Stone (item 17); referred by other than SBC Bylaws 23 or 
28(2): to the Executive Committee: Perkins (item 19), The following motion was 
considered io be in the nature of a resolution: Jones (item 20) and was referred to the 
Resolutions Committee. The motion to refer passed. Richards moved (hat the convention 
act on a portion of the Wilkens motion (item 16) to devote three minutes of prayer for 
ministry to homosexuals. President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK) led in this prayer.

39, Rick Ferguson (CO) read into the record ihe following resolutions lobe considered: Gates 
(VA) On Issues of Morality: Drake (CA) On l iberty Amendment; On “Gender-Inclu­
sive;’' On Defending the N.E.A., On Praying for Disney; and On Welfare Reform; 
Coleman (GA)On Ministry Helps; Sibley (MS)On Christian Persecution Jones (MO) on 
(Divorce) Community Marriage Policy; Stone (NC) On Drag Abuse; Hembach (NC) On 
Domestic Panner Bene fits; On Women in Combat; Lipscomb (TN) On Local Church 
Autonomy; Smith (AL) On Supporting Judge Moore; Pennington (TN) On Hunger 
Ministry, Elowitz (TX) On Ethnic Identity; Bush (NC) On Memorial Statue; Whitehead 
(MO)On Genetic Cloning; Beals (OK)On Pastor Being Husband of One Wife, On Home
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Schooling, On Partial Birth Abortion and On Judge Roy Moore; Waller (VA) On WMU; 
Wilson (WV) on Pro-Life; Stevens (OK) On Entities Paying Excessive Salaries; Jones 
(TX) On Ordination of Women; Angel (TX) On Christian Education; Steelman (AL)On 
Ten Commandments; Jones (VA) On Partial Birth Abortions; and McNair (MS) On 
Removal of Ethnic Tenninology By SBC Agencies.

40. President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff(OK) announced the period of motions and resolutions.
41. Joe Hewitt (TX) presented a motion; On Crossover Salt Lake.

“I move that we set as a goal 10,000trained soldiers of the cross to participate in Crossover 
Salt Lake,” (Items 41 and 82)

42. Robert Wensil (NC) raised a question of privilege regarding convention hall temperature. 
President Elliff requested that his comment be read into the record, “It' s cold enough to 
cure hogs.”

43, Jody Wyatt (NC) presented a motion; On Convention Location.

“I move that the Executive Committee consider a future convention in the New York City 
area,” (Items 43 and 82)

44. Derek Staples (KY) presented a motion; On Refraining from the Use of Evolutionary 
Language by any Agency of the Southern Baptist Convention.

“In light of recent printed material by the Woman’s Missionary Union using language chat 
espouses evolutionary ideology (Aware magazine and Aware Resource Kit, April-May- 
June of 1997, Session 3), and in light of the fact we as a Southern Baptist Convention 
believe the Word of God is a perfect treasure of divine instruction and truth without any 
mixtureof error’ (Baptist Faith and Message, adopted by theConventionOflMay9, 1963), 
I, therefore, move that the Southern Baptist Convention request its agencies and 
auxiliaries to refrain from the use of evolutionary ideology in the distribution of all 
materials.” (Items 44, 82, and 121)

45, Wiley S. Drake (CA) presented a motion: On Opposition to Killing Babies Under Any 
Circumstances.

“I move that the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19, 
1997, go on record as being opposed to killing babies under any circumstance.* (Items 
45 and 82)

46. Gustave Elowitz (TX) presented a motion. On Reasonable Evangelism.

“I move that the Southern Baptist Convention condemn wholeheartedly all coercive 
attempts to influence any person, including Jewish people, and to wholeheartedly support 
all reasonable attempts to evangelize, sensitively and lovingly, all persons." (Items 46 and 
82)

47. Betty Rutledge (TX) presented a motion: On Eligibility Guidelines for the Committee 
on Nomitiations.

“I move that the Southern Baptist Convention instruct the Committee on Nominations to 
apply no guidelines for eligibility for nominations other than the requirements mandated 
by the Southern Baptist Convention Bylaws.” (Items 47 and 82)
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48. James E. Shannon (IL) presented a motion: On Participation of African Americans in 
the Pastors' Conference and Southern Baptist Convention Leadership,

“I move that die Southern Baptist Convention's African-American pastors be used more 
in the Pastors' Conference and the real leadership of the Southern Baptist Convention,1 

(Items 48 and 82)

49. Congregational singing was led by Michael W (Mike) Daniel (AL), associate pastor and 
minister of music, Whitesburg Baptist Church, Huntsville.

50. After introducing the Committee on Nominations, Loyd O. Freeman (TX), chairman. 
Committee on Nominations, recommended the adoption of the Committee on Nomina­
tions Report with three revisions; Mark Patton (LN), replacing Paul House, Executive 
Committee, term expiring 200h Kenneth Clement. (AL), replacing Thomas S. Strong. 
(AL), Sunday School Board, term expiring 2001, and Henry Smith, Jr., (LA), replacing 
Kenneth R, Clement, (AL), Denominational Calendar Committee, term expiring 2000. 
The report was adopted as revised.

REPORT OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 

IVM'IW
Loyd O. Freeman, Cliamnan

Members RtilatiriK

L Kk Bowman, GA 
First. Canton

Janies JL Rivers, LA 
RrsL Moss Bluff

Gihhie McMillan, LA 
Swlhminsrer, Baton Rouge

‘J C Mitchell FL 
First. W inter Fait

New MemtKs, HL

J. W. (Bill) Phill ip?.. NW 
Mill Park. Poniard. OR

♦Jerry 1. Vaughan, OK 
First. Ptodntonl

Donald Coiten, AL 
First, Albertville

John C Rnhhins, CO 
Rnnkcliff. Grand Jum-iton

♦Miriam Kibelbek. FL 
First. Pun Charlotte

'luiin N. Bcwman, GA 
Ingleside. Macon

Patrick M, PajaL IL 
Tabernacle, Decatur

TPad R. House, IN 
Sunnytresi, Harthml City

S talus Nominees io be Elected

EX ECU 11VE COMMITTEE 
Stale Representation 
Term Expiring

M D. Franklin Cox, GA
North Metro First. Lawrenceville

M William T, Crosby, LA
First, Mansfield

Term Expiring 1W

M Niitban Luce, LA
Brwiss-Md Grove. Prairieville

Term Expiring 2ИЮ

R ж Carol D. Anderson, FL 
First Indian Rooks, Largo

N ♦ LcsIlc S, Coggins. FL 
Firsi. Daytona

R Mike HotkmattoNW
Orient Dnve, Biaing, OR

M * Mary Martha t Martyj Odont, OK 
Quail Springs, Oklaltotna City

Term Expiring 2WH
F, Donald Cotten. AL

First. Albertville
E John C. Robbins. CO 

BixJkcUff, Grand Juhctim
J William E. Anderson, FL 

Cal vaiy, Clearwater
J ♦ Ranald E. Williams, GA

First, Vidalia
E Patrick: M. Pajak., JL 

Tabernacle, Decattir
M Mark Patton. IN

New Heritage. Indianspti|j5
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John C Click, KS-NE 
Iiiunanijel. Wtehita, KS

* Terry L. Nurris. KY 
Piensant Grove, Owensboro

’Rewl May. Jr . MS 
First. Jackwin

James H. Wells, MO 
Oakwood, Kansas City

Mark D Acuff NE 
Grace. Marlboro 

Terry M. Rcibcnwii, NY 
Amherst, Amherst

♦Bill B. Horton. NC
Went Asheville, Asheville

Michael K, Mo-xe. NC
Silver Lake, Wilmington

♦ Jotmnic L. Curtsinget, OK 
Canyon Rnad. Broken Anew 

Dong Westmoreland. TN 
Tusculum Hills. Nashville

* Duuglas L. Dutton, TN 
Centra], Rennien

Stan D. Coffey, TX 
San Jacinto, Атал Ho

Robert C. Jaeksrm, VA 
First, Galax

* Fred E. Morgan. WV 
Fairlawn, Parkersburg

Ronald F. Sanders. AR
Ufe Line, Little Rock

* Richard A, Cordle . VA 
Iraabfidgc, Richmatd

♦ I, Kirk Thompson, AR 
First, Springdale

' Gerald E. Eimian, EL 
First, Palm City

Pete Sharber, GA
Fust, Haudchurst

Clark A, Brown, KY 
Grapevine, Madisonville

* James W. Hixson. Ml
Bethany, Ijnsing 

David C. Sheppard. MO
First, Si. Louis

* Ivey D, Massey» NM 
Taylor Memorial’ Hcbbs 

George J. Tous van Nykcrk. NC
Providence. Raleigh

Guy Morton. OH 
Lakeview, Venrulion

* Richard D Welch, PA-SI 
Wright id,ilc- Pe*^h Bottom

* Eric Andrew Collins- WV 
SB Fellowship. Samnierii'ilte

h

I

E

E

DS

E

3

1

i

1

E

1

R

E

ANNUITY BOARD 

Stair Kcpresfentatinn 

Term Expiring 199Я 

R

Term Expiring 1999 

R

Term Expiring 2001 

E

E

E

M

E

E

E

E

F.

E

E

John C. Click, KS NE 
Emmanuel, Wichita. KS

* James C- Hales. K¥
First, Highland Heights

* Rewl May, Jr., MS
First. Jackstei

James H. Wells. MO 
Oakwuixl, Kansas City

Sandra J. (Shmriy t Coelho, NE
Faith. Carver. MA

Terry M Robertson. NY 
AmhersL Amherst

* Donald L.BaHeytNC
Merrinxsa Avejme, Asheville

* Ahn Frazier, NC
Roanoke. Roanoke Rapids

Robert L, Wibon, OK
First. Marlow

Abe F, Silliman, TN
Turkey Creek. Savannah

♦ Douglas L, Dutton, TN 
Central, Bc^dcn

Gary A. Smith, TX
Fielder Ruud. .Arlington

Richard L. Elinore, VA
Cave Spring, Rosnoke

‘ Fred E, Morgan, WV 
Fairlawn. Parkersburg

* Tim Walley, AR
Hot Springs. Hol Springs

♦ Charles B. iChuefc] Brinkman, V A 
WeslwixaJ, Virginia Heath

• f. Kirk Thompson. AR 
First Springdale

4 Gerald E. Bowman. FL
First, Palm City

Pile Sharher, GA
First, Hazlehurst

Willis W, Henson, KY
Lone Oak First. PadtKah

A James W. HiXSOir, MJ 
Bethany, Lansing 

David C Sheppard. MO
First, St. Louts

• Ivey D. Mmsey, NM 
Taylnr Memorial, Hubbs 

GtMge J Tws van NijkeA, NC 
Providence, Raleigh 

Guy Manon. OH
I-akeview, Vermilion

* Richard D Wekh. PA-SJ 
Wfightsdale. РсжЬ Boum

* Еле Andrew Collins, WV 
SB Fellowship. Summersvtlk:
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Local RcpttsBnLilinn 

Term Expiring 2®01

Allan L. Hannin
First, Ardmore. OK

E Alton L Fannin
First. Ardmore, OK

Richard C. Scott
First Woodway. Waco, TX

1 NOT TO BE REPLACED

INTERNATIONAL MISSION HOARD

State Repretentaiian

Term Expiring 199g

Patrick W Hullack, TX
Annnvj№. Corpus Christi

M John S. Powers, TX
Calvary, Reauinont

Omar H Paehecano. TX
So. Sun Anltsiiu Mexican, San Antonio

R

Term Expiring 1999

Robert (Bebl Pcarle, TX
First Portland

Gene P. Smith, FI.
First. Nev Pon Richey

M Clytw Harness. FL
First, Ellers

Michael C. Can. Ga
Sherwood, Albany

R

Term Expiring 29(H)

Murk Д. tinker, GA
Central. Amerkus

New Member, Fl. N Wayne A, Earnest, FL
First, Dunedin

Terry G. Fox, TX
Gardendale, Corpus Christi

M

Term Expiring 2001

John A. Hatch.TX
First, Laie Jackson

* Robert J. Oifnrii, CO 
Applewood. Whe-м Ridge

1 * Ruy it. Duke, co
Arapahoe Road. Littleton

William H. Faulkner. Jr.. FL 
W'CMiidc, Winter Garden

1 Ralph C Harris. FL
Frrat, Winter Haven

* W. L. I Buddy) Hulsey., Jr., GA 
First. Woodstock

E * W L i Buddy I Hulsey. Jr, GA 
First. Woodstock

New Member, НГ N BUI G, Dencan, Ifl
Village Pari;. Waianae

* William D Rkhardson. IL 
Bethel. Troy

1 Pat Stewart, IL
First, XL Charles

Roger D. Roberta. K5NE
Metropolitan, Wichita

1 PhtHip C. (Ho i Graves, KS-NE
Firar. Haysville

Charles T. Gresham. KY 
Temple, Central City

E Charles T. Gresham, KY
Tempk. Central Coy

* Diane B. Reeder. LA
Trinity Heigbas. Slirevep,irt

F. * Diane B. Reeder, LA
Trinity Heights, Shreveport

'Ahm Rowland. MJ 
Antioch, Rosts i lie

I * Sharon Hessllng, MI
Memorial, Sterling Heights

* Nancy Callahan. MO 
First, Warrensburg

h * Nancy Callahan, MO 
First. Warrensburg

Winston Gattis Perry, NC 
First, Gamer

11 Winston Gattis Petty, NC 
First, Garner

* MidKid D Smith. NC
Merriman Avenue. Asheville

1 * Lee W. Waldron, NC
West Asheville. Asheville

Sum Friend. NW
First. Bothell. WA

F Sam Friend, NW
First. Bothell. Wa

Roberl Reed Lynn. OK
Rjs.k Creek, Shau ises-

1 * J. Robert W, Lakey, OK 
Figi . Sayte

'• Michael McGee, OK 
Narthwest, Bethafiy

1 * H, Blair MonholkMi, OK 
North Fork. Eufaula

Karol S. Wise. PA-SJ 
Fnsi. Hershey

1 * Lauren Law , PA*£j
Southside. Lumberton. NJ

■* Katherine Fortner, TN 
Wallace Menionnl. Knowillc

E ' Katherine Fortner, TN
Wallace Memnriiil, Krinxidb’
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Franklin Heights, Rocky Mount, VA

* Bobbie Lufaon, TN 1 John D. Adattui, TN
F'rsi. Mil I .nguvn 

Cui Guy. ‘EK E
First, Jackson

Cal Guy, TX
Oak Grove, Bufleson 

LeRoy s Smith. TX 1
Oak Grove, Burteson

Hal Klnkcade, TX
Sugcnyoiii, Housson 

“L Grant Dimin, UT-ID E
First, Springtown 

* L Grant Dimin, LT. ID
Mountain V iew. Idaho Falls, ID 

* David p. Alexander, VA M
Mountain View. Idaho Falls. ID 

R- Wayne Collis, VA
Slaffcrd, Stafford

Terry L. Harper
Local RcpreseHlalMn 

1

First, Dillwyn

NOT TO BE REPL ACED
Colonial Heights, Colonial Heights, VA 

J. Larry Holland I NOT TO BE REPIACED

NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

Stale Representatkm

Term Expiring 1998

Robert C. Himber, AL 
Woodmont, Florence

H. Kenneth Cheek, AL 
Northridge, Nontipon

■* David M Sterley, AK 
Glacier Valley, Juneau

T Ozzie Berryhill. AR 
Pirk Hill, North Little Rock

’• June Tate, CA 
First Southern. Fountain Valley

Harold С. Еррггмп, FL 
Fust, EG Jiti mote

* William D. Ccihea, Jr., GA 
First, Ltlhia Springs

* Clonn D. Odani, GA 
Central, Warner Robins

* EmmaP. Day. K¥ 
Severns Valley. EUzzfceihtown

" Shirley £ Russen, LA 
Columbia Heights, Columbia 

Keith D. Conidt. MD-DE 
Liberty, Lisbon. MD

R. David Raddin, MS 
First, YanMiCity

* O, Kendall Moore, MS 
Broadmoor. Jackson

' С. Donley Brown, MO 
First, Linn

♦ Jay S. Smith, NE 
Screven Memorial, Qgujiqujt. ME

T K. Wayne Pollard, NC 
Fust, Gien Alpine

* Alice E. Peters, NW 
Greater Gresham. Gresham. OR

* Charles Rhodes, OH 
Rising Scar, Youngstown

* 0. Ray Futch. Jr.. OK 
Ranch Acres, Tulsa 

Troy M. Gregg, SC 
Firs. Chesnee

Guy M. Milam, TN 
SpfiiigView, Maryville
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* J. Walter Carpenter, TX 
Second. Houston

* Kari К Dieu,TX 
Champiun Forest, Spring

“ Manuel A. Galiodo, TX
Olmito, Harlingen

* Bass Redd, TX 
Rosanky. Ruianky

• Oonuki E Ford. WV 
Calvary. Grafton

'I erm Expiring 1999

* Ann W. Cushing, AL 
First, Montgomery

* William G (Gary! Underwood, AH 
Church at Rock Creek. Little Rock

Jack A. MarcDiri, Jr., DC
Ft Washington, Fl Washington, MD

* Anthony D. Ckvcnger. FL 
First, Pensacola

♦ Rose A, Bear. IN 
First Soatlsern, Terre Haute 

Garland A. Morrison. IN
SuanycresL Marut*

William D. Treese, IN 
Odon. Odon

Newman N. (Andy i Antonsua, KS-NF 
Tyler Ruad, Wichita, KS

J . Mark Bond, KY 
Fira. LaCemet

Gary L. Southard, KY
Ruse Hill Missionary. Ashland 

Danton Patterson, MI
Monroe Missionary, Monroe

Gerald Duvjdson. MO 
First, Arnold

“ Charles L. Wilson. NM
First, Carlsbad

Fuyd Bennett, NC 
Reepmlk. Vale

* David HaJliburtna. OH 
Trinity, Mentor 

Billy R Bissell. OK 
Boson Avenue. Musko-gee 

Edward R Futrell. TN
Southside, Johnson City 

Roger L. Gorby. VA
Ladysnkidl, Ladysmith

* Jack W. Dial, WV 
Highlawn. Huntington

Term Expiring 2UOU
Willie T. Gaines, CA 

EmreiunuieL San Joje
* Nancy Berlin, CO 

Riverside, Denver
♦ Gratae A. White, DC 

Greenbelt, Greenbelt, MD
* Osal J. F.wins,GA 

First, Sylvania
Michael W, (Mikel Everson, Ga 

Second. Warner Robins
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Local Repnewntatimi

Stewart B. Simms. Jr.. GA 
Beedi Hi мел, Athens

* John B. Thompson, GA 
Southude, Savannah

Stephen W. Diehl, IL 
First. Vandalia

RonC. Meyer. IL 
First. Machesticy Park

* Ooii W. Valentine, LA 
FelhrwAip, Trent

ж Wayne Vann, Ml 
Merriman Road. Garden City

JaflusL Haley, Jr., NV
Calvary Soutlicni, Lai Vegas

’ Ronald L. Tucker, NC 
Cannel, Charkirte

* Haruld C- (Curt) Fry, TN' 
Gemnantown, Germantown

A. Ray Newcomb, TN 
First MULingictn

Kelly J. Burns, V A 
Kcinpsvilte, Vrrjpmg Beech

Charles G. FulRcVA
First, Roanoke

* Jean L Thompson, VA 
Cardinal, Rudwr Glenn

Term Expiring 2001
Mark S Hickman. A7. 

Coronado, Scort^We 
* John G Oaribe) Brawn, CO

Mississippi Avenue, Aurora
* Joyce M- Boarwrighi, FL 

Altana, Winter Park
♦ Donna Farr, | [|

Olivet, Honolulu
Jerry A. Holbert, MO 

Orchard Crest, Springfield
Jams M. (juenAher, NY

Trinity, NijkaywM
* David M. Stone, OK 

Emmanuel, Enid
* William A. Fiekfa, PA-SJ 

Crusade, Hazleitsi, PA
M Randall Jones. SC 

Langston Memorial, Conway
Janas W. (Skip] Owens, SC 

Pinecrest, ChurleslDn
* Gcotec Edward (Ed) Rhodes, Jr., SC 

Charieston, Ctioricslon
Ronald E. Stewart. TN 

Grace, Knoxville
Danny Souder. TX 

Northlake, Pallas 
* William G. Sr«ich,TX 

Firal, WidtiCa Falls
Mike Gray, ЦТ-ГЛ

SmithcaM, Salt Lake City , UT

Tenn £к|япяк 1W
T W. Ray Sarratt

First, Lilburn. GA
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FirSI. Lexinetun, TN

SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD

State Rep№ttntMlaa

Term Expiring ИМИ

Alva G. Parks.. TN 
Cliff Temple. Dallas

M

Term Expiring 20M

NOT TO BE. REPLACED

New Member, HI N

'Term Expiring ИИН

* George Iwahlro, HI
Nuuaiiu, Honolulu

Sidney W. Nichols. AL 
Heritage INwIun

1 4 Kenneth Clement, AI.
Ml. Hebron West, EJrnon:

TitiKKhy J. Clark. AK 
Hrs!. Palmer

Maik W Brooks. AR 
Elmdale. Springdale

Edit. Peary, Jr.,CA
Green Hills, lai Habra 

Joseph 0. Chambers. CO 
Ludiwutxl, LakcwOud

Rafael de Armas. Fl. 
First. Port Charlotte

* SEddon W. Beri^. FL 
inrst Sweetwater, Lungwuud 

Talinadg* S Chandler, GA
Нги. Franklin 

Larry W. W'ytm. GA
Hehrrm. Dacula

M

1

1 

E 

E

1 

i

J

4 Richard C. Hundrup, AK
Morning Star, Healy 

NOT TO HE REPLACED

NOT TO BE REPLACED

Joseph 0 Chambers, Ct)
Luchwuixi. Lakewood

Rafael de Amias, FL
First. Port Chnrirdre

Skip Haymans, FL
First, Eiislis

Tracy L. Brinson, GA
First, Hinesville

David W. Stokes, GA
Norwich. Brunswick

•JnhnR Rice. К Y
Manchester. Manchester

E e JuIbi H. Rice. KY 
Manche^er, Manchester

• Bernie L. Brooks. Jr,. MS 
West Ellisville, EJlissillc

E T Bemic L. Brooks. Jr. MS 
West EUrSville. Ellisville

1 Lynda H. Barfield, MS 
Main Street, Hattiesburg

E A Lynda R. Barfield, M S 
Main Street. Hattiesburg

John L Gilbert. MO 
First, Poplar Bluff

Joe B. Brown. NC 
Hickory Gruve, Charitdlc

J

1

V John D. (Doug) Re^eU. MO
First, Lebanon

NOT TO BE REPL ACED

* Roy D. Мами, NC 
Denta, (Tiarlnlte

E К Roy D. Muton, NC 
Derita, Charlotte

Gary A MacManamy.OK
Country Estates, Midwest City 

’ Thomas R. Gulledge, SC
First, bort Mill

1

J

* Frank А. МсРЬегмп. OK
First, M&ire

Jerry C. White, SC 
ChHiuoIa, Honea Path

* Kenneth R. Speakman, TN 
Dcmehrai First. Nashville

Г «in l„ Bol ion . TN 
Highland Heights, Memphis

’ William J. Mums, Jr.,. TX
First, Denton

Bob R. Melvin. VA 
Sparswtwd, Picdcrickshurg

Dennis P. Luml aid
Ruck Hull, l.c.cin^toia. TN

Hurgcsv F. Guinn
Fire!. Ptil*iki. TN

’ Roy E. Miller

E

1

1

E

I лея! Ruprusentaiion

1

1

1

Kenneth R. Speakman. TN
DoneNon, First, Na^iviik- 

NOTTO BE REPLACED

NOT TO BE REPLACED

Bub R. Melvin, VA
Spots wood, FftderKkihum

NOT TO BE REPLACED

NOT TO BE REPLACED

NOT TO BE REPLACED
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Rodney F д.ягу, GA 
Macedonia. Jack^

Robert C Hosier, AR
Markham Street Little Rock

1 Freddy L. Crowder, GA
Roswell Street, Marietta

Charles H. Gitaon, AZ
Valley Heights, Phoenix

David Miller, AR
Southsric, Heber Springs

’ Orman W. Simmons. AR
Fast, Little Rock

Roger L. Spradlin, CA
Valley, Bakersfield

Jim 'Wilson,. FL
First, Orlando

♦ Chun W. Ro, KY
CHivet, Paducah

♦ Vanpl L. Dugan, NM
Hoffmantown, Albuquerque

*Jbn W. L«, OK
FirSL, Edmond

Richard D. White, TN
First, Franklin

David L. Wilson, TX
Sauihcrent, luubbock

*J«ryL. Rcxroat
Highview, Louisville, KY

• ₽. A. Stevens
Weapon Rod, LouisviHe, KY

Robert D. HeddinglieW 
First. South Lyon. MJ

Charles R Lord, PA-SJ 
Larchmont. Delair. NJ

John E, Babb, NV 
Fust. Ely

A David McLendon, GA 
Coiipty Line, Lithic Springs

L Sri West, TN 
WayncduJe. Fort Wayne

Roberi E Anderson, LA 
park view. Halon Rouge

SOUTHERN SEMINARY 

Stale Representation 

Term Expiring IW8 

M

Term Expiring 1999 

M *

Tenn Expiring 2<МН

D *

Term Expiring ИЮ2 

E

[

E *

E

E

E *

E

E *

I

E

Local Representation 

lertil Expiring ЛЮ2

Г *

I

At-Large Representation 

Term Expiring 2002

I *

SOUTHWESTERN SEMINARY 

State Representation 

Term Expiring 1999
M *

Term Expiring 2001 

M

Term Expiring 2002 

E

E

E

Jerry W. Peele, GA 
First. EuMnian

Kimberly A. r.Kiin) Wagner, Alt
Pearcy. Peuttey

(Mis B- Ingram, GA
Ingleside. Macon

Charles H. Gibson, AZ
Valley Heights. Phoenix

H. D. McCarty . AR
University. FayeiKWIIe

Drmun W. Siuniuinv, AR
First, Lillie RixJc

Roger L. Spradlin. CA
Valley. Bakersfield

Jim Wilson. FL
First. Orlando

Chun W, Ro. KY
Olivet, Paducah

Virgil I- Dugan, NM 
HotTmnnlown. Albuqueiquc

Jim W Lee. OK
First. Edmond

T, Gary Watkhes, TN
First, Collierville

David L. Wilson, TX
SouthcreM. Lubbock

Jerry L Ren oat
Higlivicw, Louisville, KY

Lala Gray
Stiihkin, Rile lift, KYr

MelhH D, Botidremri
Dallas. Dallas. PA

Beany I J. (Darkm-l Elltoll, PA-SI 
West Hills. Corapolts. PA

Charles E. i Eddie.) Miller, NV
South Reno, Reno

A. David McLendon, GA
County Line. Lidua Spnnes

L. Sid West, IN
Wayncdale. Fort Wayne

Robert F. Anderson. LA
Parkview. Baton Rouge
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* Donald E- Taylor. NC 1 * TedG.St<MM,NC
Merriman Avenue, Astie vdie Grace, Durham

Paul Rorald Coppock. OH 
Day Ilhi Avenue, Xciua

E Paul Ronald Coppock, OH 
Dayton Avenue. Xenia

O, DariWM-i Shook, TX 
Champion Forest Houston

1

At-Large Reprasentatlua 

Term Expiring 2602

* E. Dean Gage, TX 
Central, Bryan

Ronnie H. Yarber Б Ronnie H. Yarber
Meadow Creek Community. Mesquite TX Meadow Creek Comm., Mesquite TX

* Ralph W, Pulley. Jr. 
First Dallns. TX

E

NEW ORLEANS SEMINARY 

State Representation 

Term Expiring 2002

* Ralph W. Pulley, Jr. 
First, Dallas, TX

* Arnold A. Burk, AR 
First. Russellville

E £ Arnold A. Buck, AR 
First, Russellville

* Kyle M Oliver, DC
Temple HULs. Temple Hills, MD

E ▼ Kyle M Oliver. DC
Temple Hills, Temple Hills. MD

Edward D. tohnsdn, FL 
First, Qcata

1 Jerry B. Garrard, FL
Celebration. Tallahassee

* Jerry D Adki ns. MS 
First, Biloxi

E E Jerry D. Adkins, MS 
First, Biloxi

* Charles R. Reidlinucr, NM
First, AUnnogrjrdp

E • Charles R Reidlinget NM 
First, Alamogordo

David M Prather, OH 
Fir«, Amelia

E

Local Represealatkm 

Term Expiring 2602

David M. Prather, OH 
First. Amelia

* Charles G. Rhinehart
Kenner FnM, River Ridge, I .A

I *

SOLlTHEANlERN SEMINARY 

Stale Representation 

Term Expiring 2M0

C. Wesley Grant
First. Fairhope, AL

* Tim LaHaye, MD-DE 
Mr/ntrose, Rockville, MD

R *■ Philip Mercer, MD-DE
Gethsemane, Glenwood, MD

* W. Gregory Horton. SC 
Raleigh Road. Wilson

D

Term Expiring 2002

X James E. iJimi Merritt, SC 
Rock Springs. Easley

Cecil Ray Taylor, AL
First. N. Микчк, Saraland

E Cecil Ray Taylor, AL
First. N. Mobile, Saraland

Dale E. LhompHin, AR 
FirM. FihI Smith

E Dak E. Thompson, AR
Eirvl. Fort Siiulh

* Walter R. Imnia. CO 
South Wndhwonh, Denver

1 Gerald G. Wessels, Jr., CO
Front Range Community. Louisville

* Wesley A Dans, LA 
Calvary, Stuevcpun

1

Local Representation 

Tenn Expiring 21412

Jimmy Herring, LA 
fionita Rood. Bastrop

* Cecil D. Rhodes, Jr.
Raleigh Road, Wilson. NC

t Ruy P. Taylor
Grove Park, Burlington. NC

’ Stanley A 1 Srani Denham 
Liberty, Hampton, VA

E > Stanley A. t Stan) DerJiam
Liberty, Hampton, VA



PROCEEDINGS 57

MIDWESTERN SEMINARY

Stale Reprwcntation 

Term Expiring ZW2
James Heard. IN DS Stephen D, Simko, IN

First, Griffith North Vaiparnko, Porter
Ralph E, Clark, LA E Ralph E. Cluk, LA

South Lake Ctiurles, Lake Charles South Lake Charles, Luke Chirks
* Reagan H. Bradford, OK E * Reagan H. Bradford, OK

Northwest, Okl«honu City Northwest, Oklahoma City
Conrad M. (Buster} Brown, Jr., SC fl Conrad M. (Busier) Brown. Jr., SC

East Cooper, Mt Pleasant East Cooper. Mt. Pleasant
'ChartesS. Kelley, TX E * Charles S. Kelley, TX

First, Beaumont
Local Representation

Term Expiring 1998

First, Beaumont

Marvin T. Nobles R Ranald D- Elliott
Pirk View, DeStaa, MO

Term Expiring
First, Bellevue, NE

1 Richard L. Proctor 1 John E. Marshall
Wynne, Wynne, AR Secund, Springfield. MO

Slones W- Shaw I • lawrita L, Bringcr
Parkway, Sl Louis, MO

GOLDEN GA IK SEMINARY

State Representation 

Terra Expiring 1998

South Union, May wood, MO

Вален Duke, CO M Mel Ri McClellan, CO
bird. Highlands Ranch

Term Expiring 2ОЙ2
Rocky Mountain, Rifle

Grant Ethridge, AR fi Grom Ethridge. AR
First, Lavaca First, Lavaca

Kenneth D. Hall. IL I Michael W. Nirfen, IL
Maplewood Park, Vandalia Friendship, Plainfield

R. Date Gross, MI M Chari es M. Adamr, Ml
South Hill, Milford Packard Road, Ann Arbor

Samuel R. Porter, OK E Samuel R. Роли. OK
First, Sapulpa First, Sapulpa

*k«n T. Mims, PA^SJ E • Joan T. Mims, FA-SJ
Emm*nw:l, West Cheater, PA Emmanuel, Wat Chester, PA

* Charles D. Anderson. SC E * Char Ira D. Anderson, SC
Shandon, Columbia

At-ljirge Representation

Term Expiring 21Ю2

Shandon, Columbia

Roben L. Zinn 1 Douglas P. Metzger
Immanuel, San Bernardino. CA Magnolia Avenue, Riverside, CA

William E (Bill) Еаи E William E. (Bill I bist
Valley, Bakersfield. C A Valley. Bakersfield, CA

тю AND RELIGIOUS LIBERTY COMMISSION

State Representation

Tenn Expiring 1998

* Paul Moore. DC- D * Keri Harrison, DC
First. Washington

Term Expiring 1999
Capitol Hill, Wivhinston

Charles D. Page, NC R Jeffrey L. Iscnhottr, NC
First, Charlotte

Ternt Expiring 2WI
Anan Lake. Fayetteville

Wilbam E Whitfield, AL 1 * R. Date Wallace, Jr., AL
Сургелл Shutes, Mobile First, Trussville
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Barry King, AR
Tumbling Shook. Tumbling Shoals 

’ Joy NkCiung, CA
First, Hemet

’ Richard A. Long. Jr .CO
Baiikchtt. GrSiid JutlcriOll

* Arthur Lee McGehee. Fl-
FtrsL Ocala

* Nancy Schaefer, <jA
First. Atlanta

Eaii W. Morley. NV
Temple ScrulJieim. Sparks

A! Phillips. SC
First, North Spartanburg

F Barry King. AR
Tumbling ShoalsTumbling Shoals

1 ’ Shirley J. Lewis. CA
Immanuel Southern, Ridgecrest

1 * Fred E. Beach, (N.I
Hesperus. Hesperus

I Bruce XL Crawford. FL
Counttyside, Cfearwaicr

1 • Ginger Bradshaw, GA
Mount Vernon. Atlanta

E Earl W. Motley, NV
Temple Ssiutliem, Sparks

E Al Phillips. SC
First . North Spartanburg

Ai-Lane^ RepreswUUiWt
Term Expiring 2&01

’ John L Years
Shawnee Heights, Grand Prairie. TX

t * Dern Kaplan
Captoi Htll. Washington. DC

COMMITTEE ON ORDER OF BUSINESS

Lillian L. Butter
Northadc. Mayfield, K¥

’ Perry L. Calvert
Whitesburg, Huntsville. AL

Term Expiring letMl

I * Arnold E. Caddell
Erlanger. Erlanger, KY

1 * Marvin C. Clarite
First, Bellevue

The Сотпйнее on Nraninatians гесшшпемЬ Rick E, Ferguson (Riverside, Denver, CO? be etecred die chairman of 
Committee on Order of Borine^.

DENOMINATIONAL CALENDAR COMMITTEE

Elizabeth S. INtersun I H D. Struth
CSinkm Raad, New Hartford, NY Wedem Hills, ShievepM. LA

Edward L Mattox, Jr I Shirley A. ODril
Forest pail. Fornunsrcn Hi lls. Ml Twenty-Second. Tucson. AZ

The Committee oa Nominations reccmnaends Mnchell A. McDonald [Foothills Sonnhatn, Yuma, AZ) be elected (be 
ciiaimian of DeiwiitiQaliuiial Calendar Committee

NOTE: The Executive Cmnmjttee, in consolinrion with the Inter-Agency Coureil. will be responsible for making as Annual 
report to the 1998 Southern Baptist Convemiwi on the Deiioriurtaiiuibal Calendar. (See Recommeiidu.uwi T, p. 65. i

**Definiik-<is used tn this report:
Bold Fare
BVO

New Term
By Virtue of Office

1
M

Ineligible for Another tensi
Moved tfOiii tiae Star

D Deceased N New Memher b> Vim»? of SBC Church 
Membership

DS Declined io Serve R Resigned
E Eligible lor Another Term A Non-Chute h/DcfjOiniiiatH-nna] Related

< Vncarion I

51. David W. Atchison (TN), SBC recording secretary, director. Disciple's Call, Franklin* 
directed a messenger informalion survey for the Executive Committee.

PERCENT

A. Sex:
Male W9 60.70
Female 2,499 39,30

Total 6.358 1СХЛ.0О
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В. Your Age:
Under IB 196 3.11
18-29 386 6.13
30-34 441 7.01
35-39 721 11.45
40-44 917 14.57
45-49 845 13.42
50-54 782 12.42
55-59 698 11.09
60-64 729 11.58
65 and UP 580 9.21

Total 6,295 100.00

с. Main Mode of Travel:
Plane 2,018 32.01
Car 4,089 64.86
Bus 113 1.79
Other 84 1.33

Total 6,304 100.00

D. Current Church Total Membership:
Under 100 213 339
100-199 587 9.35
200-299 726 1 L56
300-499 1373 21.87
500-999 1.640 26.12
1000-1999 1,012 16.12
2000 and UP 728 11.59

Total 6,279 100.00

I). Your Own Vocational Area:
Church Staff 2,952 47.59
Home-Foreign Missions 82 1.32
Association!] Missions 251 4.05
State Con vention/ Agcncy/Inst. 80 1.29
Denominational (Not Incl) 70 1.13
Evangelism 65 1.05
Homemaking 1,323 21.33
All Others 1,380 22.25

Total 6,203 100.00
E. Spouse’s Vocational Area:

Don’t have spouse 517 8.32
Church Staff 1,695 27.27
Home-Foreign Missions 72 1,16
Associational Missions 178 2.86
State Convcniion/Agency/Inst. 52 0.84
Denominational (Not Incl.) 46 0,74
Evangelism 46 0.74
Homemaking 1,909 30.71
All others 1,701 27.36

Total 6316 100.00



60 1997 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

I). Expenses:

Under $100 608 9.52
$100-149 271 4.24
$150-199 265 4.15
$200-299 580 9-08
$300-399 665 10.41
$400-499 767 12.01
$500-749 1,512 23.68
$750-999 890 13,94
$h<X«-OVER 828 12-97

Total 6,386 ИЮ.00

G. Attendance by State:
Alabama 427 6.65 Nebraska 3 .05
Alaska 14 Nevada 12 .19
Arizona 23 .36 New Hampshire 1 .02
Arkansas 262 4.08 New Jersey 4 .06
California 54 .84 New Mexico 47 .73
Colorado 36 .56 New York 13 .20
Connecticut 1 .02 North Carolina 616 9.59
Delaware 1 .02 North Dakota 7 .11
District of Columbia 8 .12 Ohio 107 1.67
Florida 332 5.17 Oklahoma 300 4.67
Georgia 485 7,55 Oregon 6 .09
Hawaii 4 .06 Pennsylvania 13 .20
Idaho 4 .06 Rhode Island I .02
Illinois IIO L7I South Carolina 291 4.53
Indiana 36 .56 South Dakota 6 ,09
Iowa 3 .05 Tennessee 475 7.40
Kansas 49 .76 Texas 1.150 17.91
Kentucky 288 4.48 Utah 7 ,11
Louisiana 230 3.58 Vermont 0 .00
Maine 3 .05 Virginia 244 3.80
Maryland 44 .69 Washington 12 .19
Massachusetts ■> 03 West Virginia 28 .44
Michigan 19 .30 Wisconsin 12 .19
Minnesota 1 .02 Wyoming 6 .09
Mississippi 354 5,51 Other 1 .02
Missouri 265 4.13 Total 6.422 100.00
Montana 5 .08

52. Robert E. (Bob) AadersonfLAk first vice president, assumed the chair and announced the 
time far deci inn of ofl'icers. beginnin g with president. Ralph Smith (TX) nominated 
Thomas D. {Tom i ЕПТГ (OK). There were no other nominations and Lee Porter (GAL 
registration secretary. declared Thomas Ek (Tom) EW(OK) president elect.

53, Morris H. Chapman (TN), president and chief executive officer of the Executive 
Committee, announced the presentation of the Executive Committee Report.

54. Ronnie W. Floyd (ARk chairman of the Executive Committee, recognized Patrick M. 
pajak i IL) who moved the adoption of Recommendation 4. Recommendation 4 was 
adopted,



PROCEEDINGS 61

Recotnmemlatioa4:1997-98 Southern Baptist Convention Cooperative Program 
Allocation Budget

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends that the 
Southern Baptist Convention adopt the 1997-98 Southern Baptist Convention Cooperative 
Program Allocation Budget in the amount of $148,185,077 as follows including the 1997-98 
Capital Needs Budget and the 1997-98 Program Advance Budget.

L 1997*98 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION COOPERATIVE PROGRAM 
ALLOCATION BUDGET

WORLD MISSION MINISTRIES

1997-98
1997-98 % nf Total
Alteration Allocation

INTERNATIONAL MISSION BOARD 
NORTH AMERICAN MISSION BOARD

TOTAL WORLD MISSION MINISTRIES

THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION MINISTRIES
SEMINARIES;

SWBTS
SBTS
NOBIS
SEBTS
GGBTS
MWBTS

TOTAL SEMINARIES

HISTORICAL LIBRARY AND ARCHIVES

TOTAL THEOLOGICAL
EDUCATION MINISTRIES

CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY MINISTRIES

ETHICS AND RELIGIOUS
LIBERTY COMMISSION

TOTAL CHRISTIAN ETHICS AND 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTY MINISTRIES

FACILITATING MINISTRIES
ANNUITY BOARD

SBC OPERATING
Basic

CP Advancement ($370,463) (.25%)
BWA ($417,838) (.29%)

SBC Foundation
TOTAL SBC OPERATING BUDGET

TOTAL FACILITATING MINISTRIES

CHURCH ENRICHMENT MINISTRIES
SUNDAY SCHOOL BOARD

TOTAL BUDGET.ALLOCATION

$ 74,092,539 50.00%
33,771,379 -22.79%

$1117,863,918 72.79%

8.981,873 6.06%
6,414,596 4,33%
5.939.579 4.01%.
4.731,511 3.19%.
2.914,433 1.97%.
2.729.615 1 84%

$ 31.711.606 21.40%

____ 359.244 . J4%

$ 32,070,850 21.64%

2,207,958 L49%

$ 2,247,958 1.49%

1.126.207 .76%

4.619.774 3,12%

296,370 ,20%
4,916,144 3,32%

$ 6,042351 4.0«%

__________Q 0,00
$148,185,077 100.00%
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IL 1997-9S CAPITAL NEEDS BUDGET
1990-2000

Balams Percent
North American Mission Board
Golden Gate Seminary 
Midwestern Seminary 
New Orleans Seminary 
Southeastern Seminary 
Southern Seminary 
Southwestern Seminary

TOTAL CAPITAL NEEDS BUDGET

S 2,669,566 19.31%
1.592,998 11.52%
1,696,544 12.27%
1,919,700 13,89%
1.393,906 10.08%
2.080,621 15.04%’
2,473,631 ±Ж

$13,826,966 100,00%

Notes:
1. Al! receipts over the Cooperative Program Allocation Budget shall be allocated equally to

the Capital Needs Budget and Ministry Advance.
2, The Souihem Bapti st Convention Capital Needs Budget has been scheduled over a ten-year

period, 1990-91 through 1999-2000, with capital needs funds distributed annually on a 
percentage basis. This represents an extension of the Capital Needs Budget first adopted 
for the period 1984-88,

III. 1997-98 MINISTRY ADVANCE
Notes:
1. All receipts over the Cooperati ve Program Allocation Budget shal I be al located equally to 

the Capital Needs Budget and Ministry Advance.

2. Ministry Advance funds will be distributed according to the same percentages as the 
Cooperative Program Allocation Budget.

55, Joe H. Reynolds (TXf moved the adoption of Recommendation 6. Recommendation 6 
was adopted.

Recommendation 6: 1995-2090 Bold Mission Thrust Report. Year I

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends that the 
Southern Baptist Convention receive as information the 1995-2000 Bold Mission Thrust Report, 
Year I, as attached.

Directions 2000: 1995*2000 Bold Mission Thrust Report. Year 1
This is the first of the final five annual reports on Bold Mission Thrust. The 1995-96 

church year ended with only four years left in the final decade of an emphasis planted in the hearts 
of Southern Baptists in 1976 when a Missions Challenge Committee completed three years of 
study wish recommendations that challenged Southern Baptists to pray, give, and work so that 
"every person in the world shall have the opportunity t<i hear the gospel of Chrrsi bv the year 
2000" (- f976S0CAnn«<d. p. 54).

The term "Bold Mission Thrust” became the theme of (he emphasis in 1979 at the meeting 
of the Southern Baptist Convention in Houston, Texas.

In 1987, the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in St Louis. Missouri, adopted the 
1990-2000 Bold Mission Thrust Denominational Emphasis Plan with the following statement 
of purpose;



PROCEEDINGS 63

The purpose of the 1990-2000 Bold Mission Thrust Emphasis Plan is to provide a 
way whereby Southern Baptists can pray, plan, and work together to carry out 
Christ’s commission to go into all the world and make disciples. -

1987Ш?АшгЫ,р.4О

Fourteen priority concerns were identified as requiring the most urgent attention of 
Southern Baptists as follows:

1. Reaching Lost Persons With the Gospel of Christ
2, Accepting and Teaching the Bible as die Authority fur Faith and Life
3. Engaging in Worship That Magnifies and Honors God
4. Helping Disciples Grow Toward Christian Maturity
5. Strengthening Love and Harmony Within the Fellowship of the Church
6, Demonstrating Commitment to Missions Through Personal Involvement
7. Ministering to Families, Including Singles and Senior Adults
8, Establishing and Growing New Congregations and other Forms of New-Work 

Among Al! People
9. Penetrating Diverse Urban Cultures and Attitudes with the Gospel

10. Following Christ’s Servant Pattern in Christian Service
11. Understanding and Sharing Baptist Doctrine, Heritage, History and Polity
12. Supporting the Church’s Mission by Sacrificial, Joyful Giving
13. Ministering to Persons in Need, Such as the Alienated, Homeless, Hungry, 

Displaced and Abused
14. Demonstrating Commitment to Intercessory Prayer through a Convention-wide 

Network of Intercessory Prayer

Thirteen goals were approved, each in two five-year increments- The Year I report of 
accomplishments relates to goals for 1995-2000.

Page 2 of this report shows 1995-96 achievements related to measurable goals set by the 
Southern Baptist Convention in 1987.
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* Only infbnrwiinn available is attendance on the last Sunday of AssocraUBnal Year.
** 19^6 WMU enrollment included separate figure» fur coed mission cdlK aliun.

**♦ These financial figures were asied in a differcni way in 1996.
**** Includes miscellaneous CP rCrcipl» mH claimelfd throi^h Slades.

1995-2000 GOALS 1995-96 Report __ __

1. Baptisms» A total of 2.5 million baptisms 
reported by the churches during 1995-2000

1995-96 379344

2. New Congregations: A total of 50.000 
churches and church-type missions by 2000

Churches 40,613
Church-type missions 3^522
Total 44,205

3. Worship: Average morning worship 
attendance equal to 60 percenl of resident 
church membership and an average evening 
worship attendance equal to 35 percent of 
resident church membership by 2000

morning* 45.74%
4.898,872

evening4 17 76%'
1,902,519

4. Bible Study: Sunday School enrollment of 
13 million by 2000 8,242,128

5. Discipleship: Discipleship Training 
enrollment of 3 million by 2000 2,347.695

6. Missions Education: Combined WMU and
Brotherhood church enrollment of 2.3 
million by 2000

WMU 1,071,240
**Brotherhood 769.248

1.840,488

7. Stewardship: Total of 20 billion dollars 
in annual undesignated church receipts bv 
2000

1995-96*** S 5,040,070,313

8. Home Missionaries: A total of 5.000 missions 
personnel in 2000

4,832

9, Foreign Missionaries: A total of 5,600 
missionaries by 2000 4.167

10. Missions Volunteers: Combined home and 
foreign mission volunteers, of 400.000 
during 1995-2000

HMB 85384
FMB 15392
Total 100,776

11. Missions Support: A total of 25 billion dollars 
through the Couper alive Program in 2000 ’“‘S411,926.628

12. Associations! Missions; Each church giving 
io associational missions on a percentage basis

73.8% of churches in 
reporting associations

13. Intercessory Prayer; Each church 
having un ongoing ministry of 
intercessory prayer by 2000

58.4% of reporting 
churches
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56- John О. Yarbrough (GAj moved the adoption of Recommendation 7. Recommendation 
7 was. adopted.

Recommendation 7r SBC Bylaw Revision Relating to the Denominational Calendar 
Committee ■ Bylaw 16t2)e, Bylaw 18, Bylaw 23

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends to the 
Southern Baptist Convention the following;

That the Executive Committee, in consultation with the Intcr-Agency Council, be 
responsible Гог making an annual report to the Southern Baptist Convention on the 
Denominational Calendar: and

That the Southern Baptistconvention delete SBCBylaw 18, which describes the work 
of the Denominational Calendar Committee: and

That the Southern Baptist Convention amend SBC By law 16. (2)e, to read “Members 
of any standing committee” ; and

That the Southern Baptist Convention amend SBC Bylaw 23, which describes the 
work of the Committee on Order of Business, by adding the phrase “a standing 
committee” after the phrase “The Committee on Order of Business” in the first 
sentence.

57. Michael L. Trammel (MD) moved the adoption of Recommendation 9. Recommendation 
9 was adopted.

Recommendation 9: SBC Approval of the Articles of Amendment tn the Articles of 
Incorporation of the Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends to the 
Southern Baptist Convention the adoption of the following action:

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention meeting June 11-13, 1996, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, approved the merger of the Radio and Television Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention into The North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to take effect June 19,1997; and

WHEREAS, It is in the best interests of the Southern Baptist Convention for certain 
pending business matters of the Radio and Television Commission to be completed before that 
corporation merges into the North American Mission Board:

1, The Southern Baptist Convention approves the following Articles of Amendment 
to the Articles of Incorporation of the Radio and Television Commission of the 
Southern Baptist Convention which cause the Radio and Television Commission to 
become a subsidi ary corporation of the North A merican Mission Board effective June 
19, 1997.
2, The Southern Baptist Convention approves a modification of the Articles of 
Merger of The Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention 
and the North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. Inc., 
approved by the Southern Baptist Convention in 1996, to cause the effective date of 
the merger to be determined by the North American Mission Board.
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A rticles of Amendment

to the Articles of Incorporation of

The Radio and Television Commission
of the Southern Baptist Convention

The Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention submits the 
following A nicies of Amendment to its Articles of Incorporation, as the same have been 
previously amended, in accordance with the Texas Non-Profit Corporation Act.

1 . The name of the coqjoiation is The Radio and Television Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention

2 Article III. IRREVOCABLE DEDICATION-DISSOLUTION CLAUSE, is amended by 
substituting the term ’‘The North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Inc,” in place of the term "Southern Baptist Convention” each time that term 
appears in Article III.

?. Article TV. PURPOSE, is amended by deleting that article in its entirety ami substituting 
the following in its place:

ARTICLE IV

PURPOSES
The Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention is 
fanned for the following purposes: To produce and present radio and 
television programme ng that extends the message of Southern Baptist churches; 
to provide counseling services to persons who respond to radio and television 
programs; to assist churches, associations, state conventions, and Southern 
Baptist Convention entities to effectively use radio and television in 
accomplishing their tasks; and to perform these tasks in cooperation and 
coordination with The North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Inc

4. Article VI, TRUSTEES, is amended by deleting that article in its entirety and substituting 
the following article in its place;

ART1CLL-V1

BQAKCLQF TRUSTEES

A. The Board of Trustees of (he corporation shall be composed of not less 
than fifteen {15I nor more than twenty-nine (29i persons. The number 
of trustees may be changed from time to time by The North American 
Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention. Inc.

B. Any vacancy on the Board of Trustees, whether caused by the death, 
resignation, or removal of a trustee; the natural expiration of a trustee' s 
term of office; or an increase in the size of the Board of Trustees, shall 
be filled by The North American Mission Board of the Southern Вармм 
Convention, Inc.

C. The North Ameri can Mission Board of the Southern В aplist Convention, 
Inc.. may remove a trustee from office at any lime, with or without cause
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Article VIII is amended by deleting that article in ns entirety and substituting the fallowing 
article in its place:

ARTICLE Vili

NATURE OF CORPORATION

The corporation is a non-profit corporation. The corporation has no members,

6. Article XI is amended by deleting (hat article in its entirety and substituting the following 
article in its place;

ARTICLE XI

AMENDMENTS TO ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

These Articles of Incorporation may not be amended without the prior consent 
of the Southern Baptist Convention or the Executive Committee of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

7. These Articles of Amendment were adopted on May 22,1997, by the majority vote of the
trustees in office at that time. There were no members entitled to vote on these Articles 
of Amendment,

8. These Articles of Amendment shall be effective at 12:00 noon on June 19,1997.

In witness whereof, these Articles of Amendment have been signed by a duly elected officer of 
The Radio and Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention this 22nd day of May 
1997.

By:__________________________________

Name Title

Certificate of Approval by the Southern Baptist Convention

The foregoing Articles of Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation of The Radio and 
Television Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention were approved by the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting June 17-19, 1997, in Dallas, Texas.

Dated this 19th day of June 1997.

By; Morris H, Chapman. Treasurer
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58. Michael L. Trammel] (MD) moved the adoption of Recommendation 10. Recommenda­

tion 10 was adopted.

Recommendation ilk SBC Approval of the Artkies of the Articles of Incorporation of 
Family Net, Inc., a Subsidiary of the Radio and Television Commission

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends to the 
Southern Baptist Con vention the fol lowing Articlcsof Amendment to the Articles of Incorporation 
of FamilyNet, Inc,, a subsidiary of the Radio and Television Commission Southern Baptist 
Convention, effective June 19.1997.

ARTICLES OF AMENDMENT
TO THE ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION OF FAMILYNET, INC,

FamilyNet. Inc., submits the following Articles of Amendment to its Articles of Incorporation 
in accordance with the Texas Business Corporation Act.

1. The name of the corporation is FamilyNet, Inc.
2. The first paragraph of Article Seven, “Board of Directors" is amended by deleting that 

paragraph in its entirety and substituting the following paragraph in its place:
The Board of Directors of the corporation shall be composed of not loss 
than five nor more than fifteen persons, each of whom shall be elected to 
office by The North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Inc., a nonprofit corporation organized and existing under 
the laws of the slate of Georgia.

3. The last sentence of Article Seven, “Board of Directors” is amended by adding to it the 
words “or the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention" so that the 
complete sentence shall read as follows:

These Articles of Incorporation may not be amended without the prior 
consent of the Southern Baptist Convention or the Executive Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

4. These Articles of Amendment were adopted by die shareholders of the corporation on 
May 22.1997. and were approved by the Southern Baptist Convention meeting 
June 17-19,1997, in Dallas, Texas,

5. At the time these Articles of Amendment were adopted, the corporation had one class of 
stock entitled to vote on the Articles of Amendment, with ten thousand (10,000) shares of 
that class of slock outstanding. All ten thousand (10,000) shares of stock entitled to vote 
were voted in favor of adopting the Articles of Amendment,

In witness whereof. these Articles of Amendment have been signed by a duly elected officer of 
FamilyNet, Inc., this____day of, 1997.

By: Wyman Capass. Chairman

ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION

OF FAMILYNET, INC.

Article One: Name
The name of the Corporation is FamilyNet. Inc
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Article Twat Term
‘Hie period of its duration is perpetual.

Article Thr ee: Purpose
The purpose for which the Corporation is organized is the transaction of any or all 

lawful business for which corporations may be incorporated under the Texas Business Corpo­
ration Act, including but not limited to program production and broadcasting.

The Corporation is subject to the Constitution, Bylaws, and Business and Financial 
Plan of the Southern Baptist Convention, a religious corporation created and existing by Act of 
the General Assembly of the State of Georgia.

Article Fou r: Capitaiizatipq
The aggregate number of shares which the Corporation shall have authority to issue 

is 50,000shares of common stock, par value $.01 per share, and 50,000 shares of preferred stock, 
non-voting, of a par value ot $.01 per share. The Board of Directors of the Corporation shall have 
the authority to establish scries and fix and determine the relative rights and preferences as 
between series of such shares of stock, whether common or preferred.

The preferred stock of the Corporation shall pay or accrue a cumulative preferred 
dividend of 520 per quarter per share, and each share shall have a liquidation preference equal 
tn the issue price of such share plus unpaid cumulative dividends thereon.

No shareholder of the Corporation shall have, because of his or her ownership of stock, 
any preemptive right or the right to purchase, subscribe for, or take any part of any stock or any 
part of any notes, debentures, bonds, or other securities convertible into or carrying options or 
warrants to purchase the stock of the corporation after its incorporation. Any part of the capital 
stock and any part of the notes, debentures, bonds, or other securities convertible into or carrying 
options or warrants to purchase stock of the Corporation, authorized by these Articles of 
Incorporation or by Articles of Amendment duly filed, may at any time be issued, optioned for 
sale, or sold or disposed of by the Corporation pursuant to resolution of its Board of Directors 
upon such terms as may seem proper to the Board without first offering such stock or securities 
or any part thereof to the existing shareholders.

Article Fiv e: Commencement of Business
The Corporation will not commence business until it has received for the issuance of 

shares consideration of the value of One Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($1,000.00) consisting 
of money, labor done, or property actually received.

Article Six : Registered Office and Registered Agent
The street address of the Corporation's initial registered office is 6350 West Freeway, 

Fort Worth, Tarrant County, Texas 76150, and the name of its initial registered agent at such 
address is Jack B. Johnson.

Article Sev en: Board of Directors
The number of directors constituting the initial Board of Directors is one. The 

members of all successor Boards of Directors of the Corporation shall be composed of members 
of the then current Board of Trustees of The Radio and Television Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention,

Every person who now is or hereafter shall be a Director of the Corporation shall he 
indemnified by the Corporation against all costs and expenses (including counsel fees) actually 
and necessari ly incurred by or imposed upon him or her in connection with or resuhi ng from any 
action, suit, or proceeding of whatever nature to which he or she is or shall be made a party by 
reason of his or her being Or having been a Director of the Corporation at the time he Or she is 
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made a party to such action, suit, or proceeding, or at the lime such costs or expenses are incurred 
by or i mposed upon him or her, except in relation to matters to which he or she shall be adjudged 
in such action, suit, or proceeding to be liable for negligence or misconduct in the performance 
Of his or her duties as such Director; provided, however, that in the case of an action or 
proceeding which is sell let! or compromised, such right of indemnification shall be applicable 
only {a) if such settlement or compromise is approved by the court having jurisdiction of such 
action, suit, or proceeding, and (b) to the extent provided in the terms of such compromise or 
settlement so approved- Every such Director shall be entitled, without demand by him or her 
upon the Corporation or any action by the Corporation, to enforce his or Iter right to such 
indemnity in an action al law against the Corporation.

The right of indemnification hereinabove provided shall not be deemed exclusive of 
any other rights to which any such person may now or hereafter be otherwise entitled; and 
specifically, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, shall not be deemed exclusive of 
any rights, pursuant to statute or otherwise, of any such Director in any such action, suit, or 
proceeding io have assessed or allowed in his or her favor, against the Corporation or otherwise, 
his rights to his or her costs and expenses incurred therein or in connection therewith.

A Director of the Corporation shall not be liable to the Corporation or its members for 
monetary damages for an act or omission in the Director's capacity as a Director, except that the 
provisions of this paragraph do not eliminate or limit the liability of a Director for; (ba breach 
of a Director's duty of loyalty to the Corporation or its members; (2) an act or omission not in 
good faith thalconstitutes a breach of duty of the Director to the Corporation or an act or omission 
that involves intentional misconduct or a knowing violation of the law; (3) a transaction from 
which a Director received an improper benefit, whether or not the benefit resulted from an action 
taken within the scope of the Director's office; (4) an act or omission for which the liability of 
a Director is expressly provided for by an applicable statute,

The name and address of the person who is to serve as Director until the first annual 
meeting of the shareholders or until her successor is elected and qualified is;

Name
Lynette Guy Williamson

Address
801 Cherry Street, Suite 2100
Fort Worth, Texas 76102

These Articles of Incorporation may not be amended without the prior consent of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Article Eig ht: Incorporation
The name and address of the Incorporator is:

Michelle Marti
Caotey & Hanger
801 Cherry Street, Suite 2100
Fan Worth, Texas 76102

Michelle Marti
Incorporator
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59, Forrest E, Lowry III (TX) moved the adoption of Recommendation 11. Recommendation 
11 was adopted.

Recommendation 11: SBC Approval of the Articles of Amendment Restating the Articles 
of Incorporation of Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends to the 
Southern Baptist Convention the following Articles of Amendment restating the Articles of 
Incorporation of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention effective 

June 19, 1997.

Note: Previous Articles of Incorporation are shown in strike-out text. All other material is new.

Articles of Amendment 
Respiting the Articles of Incorporation 

of Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist Convention

I, Jerry Rankin, President of the Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, being duly sworn, state:

The name of the Corporation is Foreign Mission Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

The amendment adapted is to change the name of the Corporation and to restate the 
Articles of Incorporation to provide:

Restated Articles of Incorporation
of The International Mission Board 
of the Southern Baptist Convention

1. The name of the Corporation is The International Mission Board of the Southern
Baptist Convention. Its principal office is in the City of Richmond, Virginia.

4т Be it enacted by the general assembly of Virginia, That И. H. Hamsc H^A- 
Tuppcr, J. C ■ Williams, A. В, Clarke, И. C. Burnett. U.K. Cl lyson, J; В W i пзюп, C ■ H. Winston, 
W, E. Hatcher, John Pollard, S. C. CloptonrJ. B. Hobson, W.-D. Thomas, <, W.'bandrwn, W, 
3. Shipman, George Cooper, С. П- Ryland, T. P. Mathews, R. H. Pitt, and TrP. Bell, being the 
president, coffespending secretary^ treaaurer, recording secretary, auditor, and managers 
appointed by the Southern Daptiat-Convcnttonr^o constitute a hoard located in the city of 
Richmond, furtive conduct of Christian mi^ominforcigneaiMrio, amHhcir.suceextoni ая the 
шпе may be, from time to time., appointed by the- said convention, be and they tire hereby 
constituted a body corporate, under the name and style of the Foreign Mission Board of the 
Southern Baptist-Convention, and by-thatmtme *haII have a perpetual succession and common 
seal; may contrast and he contracted with, sue and be sued, may receive, hold, sclt-eonvey. and 
otherwiae manage ordispoxe of all lands, money, or other property, real orpcrsunal. which may 
be gi *cn ui otherwise wrqtnrcdby' TOtdhowch-That no further amendment to sard charterer 
aclofinciji'poiatjpn ihftH be made without the ртгог consent of the Southern Baptist Convention.

2. The objects and purposes for which the Corporation is formed are to conduct 
Christian missions.

3 The Corporation shall have one Member, the Southern Baptist Convention. a 
religious nonprofit corporation chartered by act of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
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the State of Georgia. The annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention shall constitute 
the annual meeting of the Member. A special meeting of the Member may occur as provided 
in its governing instruments. The Southern Baptist Convention shall, in a meeting ot the 
Convention, elect persons to and remove persons from the Board of Directors (Board of 
Trustees) hereinafter referred to as the MBoard.“

i Tbe-wtid-Seuihcrn Baptist Convention is hereby authorized and empowered to
prescrilк^ the terms of office of meh members-,'-the mrmberrirat may conatitwc the Board, not 
exceeding one hundred nor lean than fifteen, and appoint the successors of the members an. their

4. The affairs of the Corporation shall be managed by the Board e xcept to the extent 
the Virginia Nonstock Corporation Act vests those powers in the Member and further to the 
extent these Articles or the Bylaws vest in the Member powers including powers which would 
otherwise be vested in the Board- In that regard, these Articles constitute an agreement 
authorized by Seciicm 13.1-852.1 of the Virginia Nonstock Corporation Act and have been 
approved by the Member and by all persons who are directors at the time of thi s restatement of 
the .Articles.

A The Southern Baptist Convention is hereby authorized and empowered 
io prescribe the terms of office of such trustees, the number that may constitute the Board, not 
less than thirty (30). and appoint successors (if the members of the Board as their terms expire, 

B. The Board shall be composed of persons elected as trustees by the 
Southern Baptist Convention as provided in its governing instruments. Presently the number of 
trustees is determined as follows: One person chosen from each cooperating state; and one 
additional person from each state having two hundred fifty thousand members, and another 
additional person for each additional two hundred fifty thousand members in such state.

rb? The Southern Baptist Convention has authorized and the Foreign Mission Board
shaH be composed of persons appointed by the Southern Baptist Convention a s follow j. and as 
defined by the Southern Baptist Convention: One member chosen from each cooperating state; 
and one additional member fromeaeh state having two hundred and fifty thousand membersj л nd 
another additional member for each additional twohundred and fifty thousand members in such 
state.

C Trusteesskill be divided into four groups as nearly equal as possible, and 
one group shall be selected each year to serve four years. A truster1 having served two terms as 
defined in the governing instruments of the Southern Baptist Convention shall not be eligible 
for reelection until as much as one year has elapsed.

fej The members shall be divitted into four groups ft^neariv equal as possible, and
members having served two

fu 11 Ki in* of lour years shall not be eligible for reelection until as much ns one year bib elapsed.
D. The president of ihe International Mission Board shall serve as trustee ex 

without the power to make motions or to vote. The president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention shall serve as a trustee ex p/frdp with all rights and powers of a trustee.
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E. Each trustee serving on the Board as a local member of the Board» under 
Article Vl (I) of constitution of the Southern Baptist Convention, its of the beeinning of the 
1991 Southern Baptist Convention, may continue to serve as a trustee until such time as he or 
she has served two terms. If any such person is not elected by the Convention to a term to which 
the trustee is eligible, or if the trustee shall die, resign or become otherwise ineligible to serve, 
the position which that trustee then fills shall terminate. When no local trustee serving as of the 
beginning of the 1991 Southern Baptist Convent ion remains on the Board, the remaining trustees 
shall constitute the Board, and this subparagraph E shall automatical] у be deleted and subparagraph 
F shall be relettered subparagraph E.

in addition, eueh-member serving on the Board да a as a local memberr-undef 
Article VEf l) ot the Constitution-eHhc Semthern BapHat-ConvcntLOri, a* of the hegmningef the 
1991 Southern Daptrat Cort vention, may jerveas u member until such timcasheor she han served 
twe-fah terms of four ycara each. If any of thc.ic rncmbcrj is not elected by the Convention to 
a term to whtfh-the-membet is eligible, or if the member ahafrdic, resign or become otherwise 
ineligible to serve, the pojition which that member now fills shall terminate. When no local 
member serving, аз of the begiiming of the 1991 Southern Baptist Convention remains on the 
Boflfdrthc remaining members зЫ1 constitute the Board, and the members shall have the 
eonsent of the Southern Baptist Convention to amend thia Charter-to delete this subparagraph 
Фт

F The Convention as Member of this corporation. in any annual meeting of
the Member and without regard to the call of the meeting, may remove a trustee prior to the 
expiration of the trustee’s term for any reason deemed sufficient to the Convention, the election 
and removal of trustees by the Convention being religious acts within the scope of the free 
exercise of ihe Convention's religion under cite Constitution of the United States. The removal 
of a trustee must be approved by the messengers to an annual meeting of the Southern Baptist 
Convention in accordance with the following process:

(1) The Southern Baptist Convention cannot consider a motion to 
remove a trustee unless written notice of intent to remove the trustee was received by the 
President of the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention (‘the Executive 
Committee") on or before the preceding January 15- The notice may he given by the Board or 
by any member of a church cooperating with the Southern Baptist Convention. The President 
of the Executive Committee shall be responsible for informing the Board, the editor of Baptist 
Press, and the trustee in question that the trustee's removal has been proposed.

(2) If the President of the Executive Committee did not receive timely 
notice of intent to remove, then any motion at the annual Convention to remove a trustee must 
be referred to the Executive Committee for consideration and report to the next annual session 
of the Convention, which may consider and vote upon removal of the trustee.

(3) No single motion may undertake to remove more than one trustee, 
A motion to remove a trustee shall be adopted if it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds of 
the messengers present and voting If the motion to remove a trustee is adopted, the removal shall 
be effective immediately upon delivery to the corporation's secretary of a written notice of 
removal signed by die president or recording secretary of the Convention, Any vote by ihe 
Member in favor of the removal of a trustee shall be deemed as having, conclusively established 
the sufficiency of any reason for removal. There shall be no right of judicial review concerning 
the removal of a trustee at any point in the removal process.

5. Activities and Power

A. The Corporation shall not lie operated for profit, It may engage only m 
activities that may be carried on by an organization exempt from federal income tax under 
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Section 501 (с и 3) of the Internal Revenue Code and by a corporation to which contributions are 
deductible under Sections 170(c), 2055 and 2522 of the Code. To the extent consistent with 
Section 501 (с)(3) of the Code, the Corporation may exercise any and all powers conferred upon 
non-stock corporations by Sections 13,1-826 and -827 of the Virginia Nonstock Cotporation 
Act.

B. No substantial part of the activities of the Corporation shall be the 
carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting, to influence legislation (except as otherwise 
permitted by Section 501(h) of the Internal Revenue Code), and the Corporation shall not 
participate in, or intervene in (including the publishing or distributing of statements), any 
political campaign on behalf of, or in opposition of any candidate for public office.

C, No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit 
of any trustee or officer of the Corporation, or any person having a personal or private interest 
in the activities of the Corporation, except that the Corporation may pay reasonable compensa­
tion for services rendered and may make payments of distributions in furtherance of the proposes 
set forth in Article 2.

D. Upon dissolution, after all creditors of the Corporation have been paid, 
the assets of the Corporation shall be distributed to the Southern Baptist Convention, if the 
Southern Baptist Convention then qualifies as an exempt organization under Section 501(cX3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986. or corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 
If the Southern Baptist Convention does not qualify, then the assets shall be distributed to one 
or more organizations which do qualify, and which share the theological convictions of the 
Convention as stated in the Baptist Faith and Message. 1963.

6. Indemnification. To the full extent allowed by the Virginia Nonstock Corpora­
tion Act in force on the date of these Articles, the Corporation shall indemnify against liability, 
and advance reasonable expenses to, any individual who was, is, oris threatened to be named 
a defendant or respondent in any threatened, pending, or completed action, suit or proceeding, 
whether civil, criminal, administrative, or investigative, and whether formal or informal, 
because he is or was a trustee, or while a trustee, is or was serving at the Corporation’s request 
as an officer, partner, trustee, employee, or agent of another corporation, partnership, joint 
venture, trust, employee benefit plan, or other enterprise. The Corporation may (but shall not 
be required to) indemnify, and advance reasonable expenses to, an officer, employee, or agent 
of the Corporation who is not a trustee to the same extent as if be were a trustee.

7. The period of the duration of the Corporation is unlimited.
8. Merger, dissolution, or the sale, lease, exchange, or other disposition of all, or 

substantially all, of the assets of the Corporation, otherwise than in the usual and regular course 
of business, shall occur only after approval of ihc Southern Baptist Convention.

9. These Restated Articles of Incorporation may not be amended without the prior 
approval of the Southern Baptist Convention.

60. Forrest E. Lowry III (TX) moved the adoption of Recommendation 12. Recommendation
12 was adopted.

Recommendation 12: SBC Approval of the Amended and Restated Charter of the Ethics 
and Religious l iberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention Formerly 
The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention

The Executive Committee of (he Southern Baptist Convention recommends to the 
Southern Baptist Convention the tollowing Amended and Restated Charter of The Ethics amj 
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Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention formerly The Christian Life 
Comriimiort of the Southern Baptist Convention effective June 19, 1997.

Note; Material to be deleted from the present charter is shown in strike-tint text, 

Material to be added to the present charter is bold.

Amended and Restated Charter of
The Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission

of the Southern Baptist Convention
Formerly

Tire Christian Life Commission 
of the Southern Baptist Convention

Pursuant to the provisions of the Tennessee Nonprofit Corporation Act the undersigned 
Corporation hereby submits its Amended and Restated Charter, amending the present 
charter by deleting it in its entirety and by substituting the following in its place. This 
Amended and Restated Charter supersedes the Corporation’s original charter and all 
prior amendments thereto.

The timlersigned-natural persons, having capacity io eonlraeHtnd acting дз incorporators of a 
corporation under the Tennessee General Corporation Act, adopt the follow ing charter for such 
corporation:

1. The name of the Corporation is: The Christian Life-GommHston of the Southern Baptist
Convention. The Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Prior to the filing of this Amended and Restated Charter this Corporation 
was named The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention.

St The duration of the corporation is perpetual.

2. The address of the principal office and the registered office of the Corporation in the 
State of Tennessee shall be is 901 Commerce Street, Nashville, Davidson County, 
Tennessee 37203. The registered agent at that office is Richard IX Land.

3. The Corporation is a public benefit Corporation,
4. The Corporation is a religious Corporation.

4-5. The Corporation is not for profit.

St The purpose for which the corporation is organised is conducting the affairs of The 
ChmtfaftLife Commission, which ia an agency appomted-and-eontrefcd bythrSouthem 
D jptDt Convention, a religious denomination ; and more particularly, of agisting Southern 
Bapi i.uj in the propagation of the gospel by (I j helping Southern Baptists to become more 
aware of the ethical implications gospel with regard to sueh-aapeetsef
daily living as family life, human relations, moral issues.ceonomie life and daily work, 
citizenship,-and related fields; andby(2) helping them create, with God's leadership and 
hyHi^graec, the land of moral-and social climate in which the Southern Dapiist witness 
for ChriJt will he most effective.

6 Tlic corporation is to have no members?
The Corporation has one Member, which is the Southern Baptist Convention, 
incorporated by an act of the Senate and House of Representatives of the State of
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Georgia. The annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention shall constitute the 
annual meeting of the Member. A special meeting of the Member may occur upon 
the call of the president of the Southern Baptist Convention with the concurrence of 
the other officers of the Southern Baptist Convention and of the Executi vt Committee 
of the Southern Baptist Convention.

7- . The incorporators and the other duly ■elected members of the Christian LifcConuni^wwh
an tinifleorpofated ageney-ePthc Southern Baptist Convention shah vott&titme the firot 
Domi of Director»;-Pursuant to the provisions of Section 48-04(1), Теппере Code 
Annotated, meceasofs to the firstBoard of Director!» of this corporatism may be chosen 
hy-the^iemhem Bnptwl CunvetHion or tn the manner designated by the Southern Baptist 
Convention. The Southern-Baptist Convention, xw its duly designated subordi mite-body 
OT' hodiesTuhali have the power ю determine or change the number-of directors of-the 
corporation io he not more than one hundred f 10Ь>^юг4с»л than four (4) in number, the 
tcmis of of ftee.-andthe manner of elec ting directors as their terns exptreoevaeanetes may 
occur.

7. Upon dissolution, after all creditors of the Corporation have been paid, the assets of the 
Corporation shall be distributed to the Southern Baptist Convention, if ihc Southern 
Baptist Convention then qualifies as an exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding section of any future federal lax 
code. If the Southern Baptist Convention does not qualify, then the assets shall be 
distributed to one or more organizations which do qualify,

8. All directors of the corporation shall he elected by the Southern Baptist Convention, with 
onefepresemattve state i n keepingwith theby laws oftbat Convention
and with four (4) directors at large, for such periods of time as may be in accordance with 
l he con Mi union and bytit wotilhc; Southern Baptist Convention.

The directors shall be designated “trustees?’ The trustees shall be elected by the 
Southern Baptist Convention in a meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention,

9. The hoard of trustees shall he composed as follows: The number of trustees of the 
Corporation shall be four (4) pins the number, up to thirty (30), of the states and 
territories deemed by the Southern Baptist Convention to be qualified for 
representation on the commissions of the Southern Baptist Convention, The four (4) 
at-large trustees may be residents of any qualified state or territory. Of the thirty 
(30) other trustees, only one may be from a given state or territory,
A. The number of trustees shall be temporarily increased to include a position tor each

person who. on June I.1991, was serving as an at-large member of the Public Affairs 
Committee, and was not an agency head (hereinafter, “former PAC member”).

B. Each former PAC member who is duly nominated and elected by the Southern 
Baptist Convention may serve as a dweeter trustee of the Corporation until such 
time as lie or she would have been ineligible to continue to serve as a member of the 
Public Affairs Committee.

C. 'When the aforesaid period of eligibility expires for each former PAC member, or 
when such person for any other reason ceases to serve on the CLC as a trustee of 
the Corporation, then each temporary position of CLC director on the board of 
trustees shall terminate By this process of attrition, the total number of GfcG 
directors trustees shall ultimately be restored to the number originally provided for 
in paragraph 8-9 above.
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D- If any former PAC member is not nominated or elected by the Southern Baptist 
Convention to serve on the Christian Life Сотпнхлюп board of the Corporation, 
then each temporary position of CLC director trustee for each person shall 
terminate.

& The Christian Life Commission shall, according to its bylaws, determine whiehrtf 
any, of its directors-tiudl represent the Southern Baptist Convention on the Baptist 
Joint Committee-on Public Affairs.

Thtfreharicr is subject to modification and amendment in the manner provided by law. 
provided, how e ver, that no amendment nr modification may be made wiihtHinhe^rief 
consent of the Southern Baptist Convention.

W* A* The Southern Baptist Convention as Member of this corporation, in any
meeting of the Member and without regard to the call of the meeting, may- 
remove a trustee prior to the expiration of the trustee’s term for any reason 
deemed sufficient to the Convention, the election and removal of trustees by the 
Convention being religious acts within the scope of the free exercise of the 
Convention’s religion under the Constitution of the United States. A motion in 
an annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention to remove a trustee may­
be made only after the following prerequisites have been accomplished:
1. Written notice shall have been given tu the board of trustees, the 

Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention (referred to 
hereafter as the "Executive Committee”), and tu the person whose 
removal is sought (which person shall be referred to hereafter as "the 
Subject”) at least 30 days prior to any vote by the Executive Committee 
or the board to recommend removal,

2, Either the Executive Committee or the board shall have approved a 
motion recommending removal ofa single Subject. Ifthe board approves 
such a motion it shall notify the Executive Committee as soon as possible 
so that the removal can be considered during the next annual meeting of 
the Southern Baptist Convention.

3. Written notice of the result of any vote by either the Execu five Committee
or board recommending removal shall have been sent to the Subject and 
released to Baptist Press at least 30 days prior to any vote by the Member 
to remove the Subject as a trustee. There shall be no requirement that 
such notices be sent simultaneously.

B. The motion to remove a trustee shall be made to the messengers at an annual
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention by the Executive Committee or the 
Board, whichever has recommended the removal. The motion may be brought 
as a joint recommendation i fhoth the Executive Committee and the Board have 
recommended removal. No angle motion may undertake to remove more than 
one Subject. The motion to remove shall be adopted if it receives the affirmali ve 
vote of two-thirds of the messengers present and voting.

C, If the motion to remove a trustee is adopted, the removal shall be effective 
immediately upon delivery to the corporation’s secretary of a written notice of 
removal signed by the president or recording secretary of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Any vote by the Member in favor of the removal of a trustee shall 
be deemed as having conclusively established the sufficiency of any reason for 
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removal. There shall be no right of judicial review concerning the removal of 
a trustee before, during, or after consideration of the matter by any body 
referred to above.

D. A trustee shall be considered as having resigned when he/she ceases to be a 
resident mem her of a chu rch either geographically within the state or affiliated 
with the convention of the stale from which he/she has been elected as a 
representative.

11. No person who receives a sala ry from the Corporation shall be a member of the board 
of trustees.

12. If a vacancy occurs on the board of trustees, including a vacancy resulting from 
death, resignation, removal* or ineligibility of a trustee, the board of trustees may fill 
the vacancy until the Southern Baptist Convention elects a trustee to fill the 
imexpired term which such trustee is filling.

4ft The corporation shriHmthci^ntvenor exercise any power, nor shall it engage directly от 
intlirt'dlly in any activity, that would jnvnlidQtc its status H А оз в corporatkin-which kt 
exempt from Federal Ineofiredescribed in Section 501 (еИ3) 
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1054, or (2) ax a corporation contributions te which are 
deductible under-Section 170foK2)oRhe Internal Revenue-Gode of 195ft

13. The purposes for which the Corporation is organized are: to operate exclusively for 
religious purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986, or corresponding section of any future federal tax code: to assist Southern Baptists 
In become more aware of the ethical implications of ihe Christian gospel with regard to 
such aspects of daily living as family life, human relations, moral issues, economic life and 
daily work, citizenship, and related fields; and by helping them create, with God's 
leadership and by His grace, the kind of moral and social climate in which the Southern 
Baptist witness for Christ will lie most effective.

4-Ы4, No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be 
distributable to. its directors trustees, officers, or other private individuals or persons, 
except that the Corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable 
compensation for goods and services rendered and ю make payrnenis and distributions in 
furtherance of the purposes set forth in Item 5 hereof the paragraph just above. 
Notwithstanding any other provision of this charter* the Corporation shall not carry 
on any activities not permitted to be carried on by a Corporation exempt from federal 
income tax under Section 501(cM3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or 
cor responding section of any futu re federal tax code, or by a Corporation, contributions 
to which are deduct! hie underSection 170(cH2)of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
or coirespending section of any future federal tax code,

4ft No xuhytantial part ot the activities of the corporation мЫН consist of atremptrng-to 
influence kgi si at ion. through propagandu < >r otherwise: nor shall the corporation panic ipme 
in. tir intervene in (including the puhliihing от distributing of statements), any fMMitieu]

any iidiviitvd that *itv unlawful LindLE applicable Federal. Ststv мг local laws.

4ft Thexwporotion shall not (1 > operate tor the purpose of carrying on u trade пгЬилгае:^ fof 
profit, (2>engagp Hrafty^^fTOhtbilcd" transactions ax degmlwd-m Section 503 uf pK 
1 mcmal Revenue Code of 1954. от (3)uecumu I ate i ncome. i rt vest income, or di vctbfteome 
in aftymanncr endangering its exempt statttsby virtue of Section 504, or any OThci^-stxftmi 
oHhHntemM ReventicCode от 1954.
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Upon the dijtwhtHon of the corporal ion, the Board of Dneeioist shall, after psyrng-of
Wiling provisions forthcpayment of all of the liabilttfosef the-eorporation. distribute all 
tiмngi.j nf tik eoipuration exclusively for the purposes oi' the corporation in such manner.
trrto sue Ina gatuzation of organigfitiewsrorgan tzed and operated cxel uri vdy for charitable; 

or religious purposes as shall at the time qualify as arrofganizatioo. or 
organization., гк.чдЬе<1 in Section 501(еХЗ)оГ the [nicmal Revenue Code of 1954 as the
Board of Dine tom. acting pursuant to the directions of the Southern Baptist ConvenHeft;

to take under Chapters I through 14 of Title 4B, Tennessee Code Annotated, or any other
applicable law, without a meeting on written consent, setting forth the action -so taken,
signed byali the directors entitled t»votc thereon.

15. An amendment to this charter shall require the approval of the Southern Baptist 
Convention.

Revenue Cole of 1954’shall be deemed
to include statutes which-succeed or amend such provision (i.e.. the corresponding 
provisions of future United States Internal Rcvcntte-tewsd:

This Amended and Restated Charter of Hie Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission of 
the Southern Baptist Convention was duly adopted by the board of trustees of the 
corporation on March 6,1997, to take effect June 19,1997, subject to the approval of the 
Southern Baptist Convention.

Richard D. Land. President

61. Jim Wells (MO) moved the adoption of Recommendation 13. Recommendation 13 was 
adopted.

Recommendation 13: SBC Annual Meeting: Future Convention Site, 2003

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends to the 
Southern Baptist Convention that Phoenix. Arizona, be selected as the Convention site for the 
2003 annual meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention pending satisfactory contract negotiations 
with the convention center and area hotels. The Convent ion date would he June Г7-19, 2003.

62. Jerry L. Spencer (AL) moved the adoption of Recommendation 14. Recommendation 14 
was adopted. Morris H. Chapman (TN) presented a resolution of appreciation to Ronald 
E, Chandlcr(TN) for service as president of the Stewardship Commission of the Southern 
Baptist Convention,

Recommendation 14: Resolution of Appreciation for Ronald E. Chandler, President of 
The Stewardship Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention recommends that the 
Southern Baptist Convention adopt the resolution of appreciation for Ronald E, Chandler on the 
occasion of his retirement as president of The StewardshipCommlssionof  the Southern Baptist 
Convention and express gratitude to God for his commitment and dedicated ministry .
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE
RESOLUTION OF APPRECIATION OF RONALD E. CHANDLER

WHEREAS. Ronald E. Chandler will retire June 19, 1997, after three years as president 
of The Stewardship Commission of the Southern Baptist Convention; and

WHERE AS, He provided exemplary leadership during his tenure with the Stewardship 
Commission; and

WHEREAS, He dis t i ngu i shed himself by effectively and fai thfully leading the Stewardship 
Commission through the Cwoif Far A New Century transition period; and

WHEREAS, He helped sharpen Southern Baptist's focus Oh the biblical principles of 
stewardship of time, talents, and possessions by leading the Stewardship Commission, by 
preaching God’s Word, by leading hundreds of personal finance conferences and consultations, 
and by writing numerous articles, lessons, and tracts on (he topic; and

WHEREAS, He also served the California Southern Baptist Convention faithfully as 
director of the Office of Ste wardship for twenty years; and

WHEREAS, He served as director of missions fix die Mid-Valley Southern Baptist 
Convention in California for six years; and

WHEREAS. He served the Lord fifteen years as pastor of churches in Texas and 
California; and

WHEREAS, He served Southern Baptists as a voluntary leader in associational, state, and 
national positions; and

WHEREAS, He graduated from two outstanding and respected Baptist educational 
institutions: Hardin-Simmons University and Southwestern BaptistTheological Seminary; and 

WHERE AS, He and his wife, the former Joyce Overstreet, established a sound Christian 
home in which they raised three children: Ronald Jr., Jenice, and Richard; and

WHEREAS, His contributions to Southern Baptist life have been numerous and 
distinguished, and he fervently and conscientiously served the Lord and Southern Baptists: now. 
therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED. That the members of the Executive Committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 16, 1997, and the Southern Baptist 
Convention meed ng i n Dal las, Tex as, June 17 * 19 J997. express gratitude to God for the life and 
ministry of Ronald E Chandler: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOL VED, That the Executive Committee and the Southern Baptist 
Convention express best wishes to Ron and Joyce for the years ahead, and assure them of our 
prayers.

63. Jim RtL-hards (ARk chairman. Committee on Order of Business, moved to advance the 
schedule 20 minutes. The mol ion passed.

64, The Bold Mission Thrust Report was given hy Ernest E. Mosley (TN), executive vice 
president. Executive Committee. Richard Hams (GA), vice president. Church Planting 
Group. Home Mission Board; Avery WHIis (VA). senior vice president. Overseas 
Operations. Foreign Mission Board; and Roy Edgemon (TN), Director. Discipleship and 
Family Development Division, Sunday School Board, assisted with the report.

65, Congregational singing was led by Len Kennedy (TN). minister of music. Woodland 
Baptist Church, Jackson,

66. W. C, (Nick) Garland. Jr. (OK), chairman of the Sunday School Board, introduced James 
T. (Jimmy i Draper, Jr. (TN), president, who presented the Sunday School Board Report.
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The Sunday School Board report was highlighted by a video presentation and music by 
Rebec la St. James (TN). A special book presentation was made to Nina Shea, author of 
/л the Linn ’x Den.

67, James D. (Jim) Whitmire (TNL convention music director, minisier of music, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Cordova, led the congregation in singing.

68. Richard Ross (TN), church growth cimukani-mimstCT of youth, Sunday School Board, 
Nashville, and Dean Finley, associate director, student evangelism. North American 
Mission Board, presented YouthLink 2000, highlighted by choreography, fireworks, and 
a video presentation.

69, Congregational singing was led by Blake Krumalis (MS), minister of music, Carriage 
Hills Baptist Church. Southaven-

70. Anthony L. Jordan (OK), chairman, presented the Committee on Committees Report and 
moved its adoption. The report was adopted,

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS 1997-98

Alabama
Lary Wayne Fclkins 
Maytown, AL 
Maytown Baptist Church 
Maytown, AL

•Kem Jackson 
Auburn. AL 
Lakeview Baptist Church 
Auburn, AL

Alaska
Jamies D. Hamilton 
Anchorage, AK 
Mukfcinn, Road Rapti tt Church 
Anchorage, AK

*Мму Nichols 
Kenai. AK 
First Baptist Oturch 
Kenai. AK

AriZMa
Wesley D. Strickland
Sierra Vista, AZ 
First Baptist Church 
Siena Vista, AZ

•Rubin Yap
Phoenix, AZ
First Chinese Baptist Churc-ti 
Phoenix, AZ

Arkansas
Larry Ttomas
Atkins, AR
First Baptist Church 
Atkins, AR

•JN Williams 
HotSprings, AR 
Balboa BapUf-1 Church 
HoiSprings. AR

Ся1ИЬги№
Larry Lee Dotson 
BoktrsfieW, CA 
Pasiunsa Baptist Church 
Bakersfield - CA

•Robert Wallace Drake 
Alnmoda. CA
Central Baptist Church 
Alameda. CA

Colorado
Kenneth Валки
Lakewood. CO
Christ Baptist Church 
Denver. CO

•Shala E. Deardorff
Highlands Ranch, CO 
Applewood Baptist Church
Wheat Ridge. CO

District of Columbia
Joseph W, Lyles 
Accokek. MD 
For Foote Baptist Church 
Fort Washington, MD

•Landa Norman
Gaithersburg, MD 
Wisconsin Ave. Baptist Church 
Washington, DC

Florids
Lee M. Sheppard 
Jacksonville, FL 
AritfijKrfi Baptist Church 
Jacksonville, FL

•Sam Leach
Cape Carat, FL 
Grace Baptist Church 
Cape Coral, H.

Geurgh
Danny E. Waners, Chairman
Douglasville, Ga
Beulah Варна Clturck 
Douglasville, Ga

•Jerry Hobbs
UHxim. GA 
First Baptist Church 
Snellville, GA

Hawaii
Craig A Webb
Lahaina, HE
Lnhnnia Bnplist Church 
Lahain-r. HI

♦ Deanna Chee Aoki 
Kailua, HI
Pali View Baptist Church 
Kaneohe, III

UuhRs
Kenneth R. Wilson
Makanda, IL
United Mi-isaunaiy Baptist Church 
Buncombe. EL

"Sylvia Ellsworth 
Benton. IL
Immanuel Baptist Church 
Benton. IL

Indiana
Larry Spear 
Тепе Haute. IN 
First Southern Baptist Church 
Тепе Haute. IN

•Jnnis H, Clover 
Zionsville. IN 
New Heritage Baptist Church 
Indianapolis. IN

Kansas-Nebraska
Rutiby Bolden
McPherson. KS 
Calvary Baptist Church 
McPherson. KS

'Janies D. Holdaway 
Valley Center, KS 
Celebration Baptist Church 
Wichita. KS

Kentucky
Paul Badgett
Ashland. KY
Oakland Ave. Baptist Church 
Cullullshurg. К Y
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*Tom Ruder
Paducah. K¥
East Baptist Church
Paducah, K¥

Loumam
Rick llenstm
Lecompte, l.A
First Bapltel Churcii
Lecompte. LA

♦John.4 Davis. Jr
Bossier City. LA
BollAire Baptist ChutCli
Bossier City, LA

Maryland-Delaware
Ray Наре
Silver Spring. MD 
Mnntresc Bapb^ Church 
Rixkville. MD

♦Boyce G- Hora
Glen Витли, MD
Glen Bm>e Baptist Church
Glen Bumie, MD

Michigan
Robert W Carpenter
Eaton Rapids. Ml
Cedat Si Baptist Church
Holt, Ml

♦Jaruec L Hite г
Roscommon. Ml
Roscomnton Bnpliss Church 
Roscommon. Ml

Mississippi
Thomas Otto Brill. Jr
Escatawpa, MS 
Four Mile Creek 
Escatawpa. MS

Mohn Simmons 
Plantersville. MS 
East Heights Baptist Church 
Tupelo, MS

Missouri
Chuck Williams
Washington. MO 
First Baptist Church 
Washington, MO

’Ruben Cook 
Hal I scdie. MO 
Hallsville Baprisr Church 
Hallsville. MO

Nevada
Russell E. Dilutes
North Las Vegaa. N V 
Et Canuno BupliSt Church 
Nnrlli Las Vega*, NV

♦Ron Wagster
Las Vegas. NV
Svnri’C Southern Baplu.1 Church
Las Vegnc, NV

New England
TiJJXHhy K. Chrisiaan
Danville, NH
Island Pcrnd Baptist Church 
Hampstead. NH

♦Charles Brake
Dover, NH
Garris™ Hupiisi Church
Dover, NII

New Mexico
James L. Wilson
Albuquerque, NM 
First Baptist Church 
Alameda, NM

♦Gerald Farley
Albuqwrqin, NM
Haffmanlown Baptist Church
AlbuqucrqiK, NM

New York
David G. Pope
Holland Farcin. NY 
One Heart Church 
Rome, NY

♦Ken Schurter
Evan? Mills, NY
New Hope Baptist Church 
Watertown, NY

North Carolina
Bill Saudetseri
Knighukle. NC
Heptabah Baptist Church 
Wendell. NC

‘Jethey Scott Livengood 
Asheville. NC
Wuadland Hills Bapdst Church 
Ashevtlk. NC

Northwest
Sam Mcejan
Creswell, (JR
New Hope Baptist Church 
Creswell, OR

♦l.nnth Eugene I Larry i Pope 
Corvallis, OR
Grant Avenue Baptist Church 
Corvallis, OR

Ohio
Larry Reagan 
Goshen. OH 
HilHation Mts^cmj-D

Baptist Church
Goshen. OH

’John N. Marshall 
Reynoldsburg. OH 
Rcyndihburg Baptist Church 
Reyttcl&bWiL OH

Oklahoma
Mas Don Barnett
Norman, OK
Trinity Baptist Church 
Norman. OK

♦William R. Gwnrtney
Tulsa, OK
Parkview Baptist Church
Tulsa, OK

Pmnyylvarua-SciUtll jersey
Douglas M. Pilot 
Oincansville, PA 
Bread of Lift Baptist Clwrch 
Altoona, РЛ

‘Rubin L. Russell
Bradford, PA
Bolivar Drive Baptist Church
Bradford, PA

South CaroRaa
Harry A (Hall Lane 
Greenwood. SC
WesUide В ария Church
Greenwood, SC

♦Chillies R. Williams, Sr.
Abbeville. 5C
Friendship Bspri-st Church 
Abbeville. SC

Tennessee
Thomas M. Virtson
Cordova, TN
Lee wood Baptist Church 
Memphis, TN

’Steven E Little
Mount Juliet, TN
Two Rivers Baptist Church 
Nashville. TN

Texas
Dee Skicum
Amarillo, TX
Highland ВарйМ Church 
.Amarillo, TX

’Brant OHnir
Lubbock. TX
Southercst Bapnsi Church 
Lubbock. TX

Llah-ldahu
Erie Frye
Bountiful, I IT
First Southern Baptist Chmch 
Sall Lake City, UT

•RebaF Lcvkinan 
Idaho FMls. ID 
Calvary Bnptid Church 
Ideho Falls, ID

Virginia
Gregory Pierce
Jonesville, VA
First Baptist Church Rose Hill 
Ruse Hill. Va

’Thomas C. Pmckircy 
Alevindri-й. Va
Good Ni-ws Baptist Church 
Alexandria, VA
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Wcsl Virginia,
H Krun^ih Vidh-im Jr
Sc>Mt Dt;p(,L WV
Gc4xl Shepherd Baptist Chmvh
Sc<rti Depot wv

’JiittiLs P. Hutchinsae) 
Hdjitm^ton. WV 
WeMmorelAnd Варим Church 
Huntington, WV

Wyoming
Miciiact E. Sc«it
Green River, WY
Hilltop P^ist Church
Green River. WY

^Wayne Peter™
Cnsper. WY
Olle^e Heights Raptist Church
Casper, WY

7L President Thomas D. (Tom) EHiff (OK) reported registration nearing 12,000 and 
announced the period of motions and resolutions.

72. Millicem Elliott (FL) presented a motion: On Acquisition of Property for Church 
Buildings

“I move that the Southern Baptist Convention, through the appropriate entity or entities, 
acquire property in developing areas of North America where Southern Baptist churches 
are being planted, and make these properties available through long-term lease or sale for 
the purpose of erecting church buildings.'" (Items 72 and 82)

73. Wiley S. Drake (CA) presented a motion: On Leniency in Zoning Ordinances for 
Churches.

“Since President Clinton has asked all churches to help in light of welfare reform, I move 
that the Southern Baptist Convention goon record as asking President Cl inion io issue an 
executive directive to encourage local municipalities to be as lenient as possible as they 
work with zoning and ordinances, especially in regard to churches doing social ministry 
to the poor, homeless, and spiritually hurting; and

"That we also ask President Clinton to ask cities to honor church property as defined by 
English Common Law and the American Constitution, in order io greatly help churches 
to help persons physically, as well as win them to Jesus.” (Items 73 and 82)

74, Don Al I red (TL) presented a motion: On the Use of Television for Bold Mission Thrust.

“1 move that the Southern Baptist Convention instruct its appropriate agencies or 
committees to aggressively pursue beginning a television ad campaign on the networks 
and cable television with the true gospel as soon as possible.” (Items 74 and 82)

75. President Thomas D. (Tom) El lift’ (OK) announced the time for election of officers 
(second). Stan Coffey (TX) nominated Miles Seaborn (TX) for first vice president. Tim 
Schraedcr (WI) nominated Dennis Hansen (WI). A ballot was cast.

76. Ben J- Rowell (AR), pastor. First Baptist Church, Rogers, led in prayer to close the 
afternoon session,

Tuesday Evening. June 17
77, Music was presented by NewSound, instrumental ensemble. William Mac Davis, (TX). 

director.
78. Congregational singing was led by Ron Upton (FL), minister of music, Idlewild Baptist 

Church, Tampa.
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79 » Prayer was led by Laverne Butler (KY), retired president» Mid-Continent Baptist Bible 
College. Mayfield.

80, Lee Porter (GA). registration secretary, announced the results of the election for first vice 
president. Of the 1L927 messengers registered at the time of thevote, 32.41 percent voted. 
The results were; Dennis Hansen (WI) received 1.631 (42.55 percent) and Miles Seaborn 
(TX) received 2,202 (57.45 percent). Miles Seaborn {TX) was declared first vice 
president elect,

81, President Thomas D. (Tom) Ell iff (OK) announced the time for election of officers (third) 
for second vice president. Cal Guy (TX) nominated William L. (Bill) Wagner (CA). Max 
Barnett (OK) nominated Bob Birch (TN). Steve Cloud (SC) nominated J- C. Mitchell 
(Fl.), and Rudy Hernandez (TXi nominated David Galvan (TX). A ballot was cast.

82. Chairman James W, (Ji m) Richards (AR) began the presentation of the third report of rhe 
Committee on Order of Business by announcing the motions referred as required by SBC 
Bylaw 28(2) to the North American Mission Board: Hewitt (item 41). Elliott (item 72), 
and Allred (item 74) and to Ute Executive Committee: Wyatt (item 43). Chairman 
Richards moved to refer the following motion to rhe Executive Committee for its 
recommendation and report: Rutledge (item 47). The motion passed, Richards moved that 
the following motion he considered by this convention: Staples (item 44). The motion 
passed and was scheduled for discussion on Wednesday at 9:25 a.m. The following 
motions were determined to be in the nature of resolutions; Jones (item 20), Drake (item 
45), Elowitz (item 46), Shannon (item 48), and Drake (item 73 k Lawson {item 14) was 
considered according to Bylaw 23. The motion passed.

83, President Thomas D. (Tumi Elliff (OK), announced the period for introducing new 
business.

84, Debbie Everel i (LA > presented a motion: On Discussing Health Insurance on the Floor 
of the Convention

"I move that the Southern Baptist Convention Annuity Board reconsider open enrollment 
to its Group Health Insurance Plan and that this issue be brought to rhe floor for discussion 
since it touches the personal lives of many church leaders," (Items 84. 105. and 150)

85. Paul Lambach (MS) presented a motion: On Providing Better Information to Mes sen- 
gers

“I move that the Executive Committee be instructed to direct the appropriate entity or 
committee to provide for all registered messengers an 8 I /2" x l Г single-sheet map that 
centers the Convention site for the year within a ten-block square area and includes all 
hotels, eating facilities, parking areas, parks, and other areas that are deemed to be helpful 
to messengers within this ten-block region and is available to be given to a messenger at 
the time of registration beginning with she 1998 Southern Baptist Convention and for all 
succeeding conventions." ihems 85 and 105)

86. Billy L. Hickman <OK > presented a motion: On Dow nsizing Convention Meeting Halls,

"1 move that the Executive Committee review and study rhe possibility of restructuring 
the requirements regarding the size of meeting hails and exhibit space for future Southern 
Baptist Convention annual meetings.” (Items 86 and 105)
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87, A, L. (Abe) Hud son (TX) presented a motion: On the Response of the Southern Baptist 
Convention to Cooperative Baptist Fellowship Churches.

"i move that this body immediately exclude the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship minis­
tries from receiving any and all funds from the Southern Baptist Convention or any of its 
agencies; and

“encourage those churches which contribute directly to the Cooperative Baptist Fellow­
ship ministries to more fully support the outstanding successful ministries of their 
Convention." (Items 87 and 105)

88. Victor Ray Vaughn (MA) presented a motion: On Opposing Bill 174C in Israels 
Knesset.

UI move that this body encourage those churches which contribute directly to the CBF 
ministries to more fully support the outstanding successful ministries of their Conven­
tion,” (Items 88 and 105)

89. David W, Atchison (TN), recording secretary, read the following resolutions into the 
record: Rowe (V A) On the I inpact of Christianity on Politics, Bush (NC) On the Memorial 
Statue of Roger Williams. Sweet (TX) On Prayer in School, Philbeck (NC) On Stress and 
Fatigue of SBC Ministers, Hart (TX) On Boycott of ABC Television and On Partial 
Boycott of Walmart , Shults (OK)On Salaries of Denominational Workers, Erskine (GA) 
On Cooperative Program Loyalty, Whitehead (MO) On Public Broadcasting Attacks on 
Religion, Burrell (MO) On Calendar Dates. Wisdom (TX) On Promise Keepers National 
Day of Solemn Assembly. Lake (CA) On Use of Expression “God Is Love”, Hall (TN) 
On Baptist Campus Ministry, Pinckney (VA)On Politically Correct Language, Brill (VA) 
On Boycott of Chevron. Maness (TX) On Support of Religious Freedom Restoration Act, 
Drake (CA) On Opposition to Killing Babies and On Governmental Leniency In Zoning 
Ordinances Affecting Church Ministries, Elowitz (TX) On Reasonable Evangelism, 
Shannon (IL) On African American Pastors Leadership in Pastors’ Conference and 
Convention, and Jones (VA) On Partial Birth Abortions.

90. The final Christian Life Commission Report was presented by Richard D, Land (TN), 
president. This Commission will become the Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission. 
Jim Morgan (OK) raised a question regarding the Christian Life Commission's position 
on separation of church and state. Land responded.

91. Lee Poner (GA), registration, secretary, announced the results of the election for second 
vice president. Of the 12,007 messengers regi stered at the time of the vote, 25.86 percent 
voted- The results were: Bob Birch (TN) received 639 (20.69 percent): Mitchell (EL) 
received 663 (21.46 percent); Wagner received 838 (27.13 perceni); Galvan (TXt 
received 949 (30.72 percent). Porter declared a run-off between Galvan and Wagner 
on Wednesday morning.

92. Kenneth Hemphill (TX), president. Southwestern Seminary, in place of R. Albert Mohler, 
Jr. (TXh chairman, Council of Seminary Presidents, gave the report for all seminaries 
after leading in prayer for Mohler who was seriously ill,

93. Congregational singing was led by Jamie Parker (TN), minister of youth music, Bellevue 
Baptist Church, Cordova.

94. A special presentation on the theme, “The Cross and the Call,” followed which included 
testimonies by Daniel Akin (KY), dean. School of Theology and vice president for 
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academic administration, in place of R. Albert Mohkr, Jr.. (KY) president. Southern 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Louisville; Kenneth S. Hemphill (TX), president, South- 
we&tem Baptist Theological Seminary, Ft. Worth; William O, (Bill) Crews (CA). 
president. Golden Gate Theological Seminary, Mill Valley; Charles S. (Chuck) Kelley, 
Jr. (LA). president. New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, New Orleans; Paige 
Patterson (NC), president, Southeastern Baptist 'rheological Seminary, Wake Forest; 
Mark T Coppenger(MO), president. Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, Kansas 
City; and students from each of the seminaries; music from the Combined Seminaries 
Ensemble and the Adult Choir and Banner Ministry, James D. (Jim) Whitmire (TN), 
director, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova; the historical signing of A Covenant of 
Commitment; a message by Paige Patterson; and a call to commitment.

95, The benediction was given by Shawn Mcrithew (KY), student. Southern Baptist Theo­
logical Seminary, Louisville,

Wednesday Morning, June 18

96, Music was presented by the Burchfield Brothers (TN), Nashville.
97. Congregational singing was led hy Tim Dunahoo (GA), associate pastor and minister of 

music. Southside Baptist Church. Savannah,
98, George 0, McCalep, Jr. (GA), pastor, Greenforest Вaptist Church. Decatur, led in prayer.
99. John R. (Jack) Wilkerson (TN), convention manager, recognized the work of Bruce 

Grubbs (TN), Wilton Davis, chairman. George Crews, co<hairman, and the Local 
Arrangements Committee: Bob Mann, First aid; Janel Crews, information; Pat Gilbert, 
preschool child care; Ide Trotter, registration; David and Carolyn Wicker, special 
housing; Dewitt Easterling and A, J. Turn, transportation; Joe Lenamon and Joe France, 
ushers; Torn Shelby, message/communications; Monica Austin, day camp coordinator, 

100, The Annuity Board Report was presented by Paul W. Powell (TX). presidem, followed 
by a video presentation. Tom Dowler (NM) raised a question. Powell responded. Jim 
Barton (IL) expressed appreciation to the Annuity Board, John May (CA) raised a 
question. Powell responded.

101. President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK)announced that the Southern Baptist Convention 
has raised almost $724^000 since the offering was established to help churches burned by 
arson. President Elliff recommended that remaining funds be placed in the seminaries to 
lie used for African American students. The recommendation was affirmed.

102 Lee Porter (GA), registration secretary, announced that there would be a run-off election 
between David Galvan (TX) and Bill Wagner (CA) for second vice president. A ballot was 
cast.

103. President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK) announced the time for election of officers 
(fourth) for recording secretary. Lairy Wynn (GA) nominated Mark Brooks (AR) and 
Gary Miller (TX) nominated John Yeats (IN), A ballot was cast.

104. David Atchison (TN), recording secretary, read the following resolutions into the record. 
McEnery (LA) On Political Correctness in the White House. Schaefer (GA) On Perse­
cuted Christians, Tripp (VA) On Solemn Assembly in Washington D.C.. October 1997. 
and On Opposition to Gambling.

105. James W. (Jim) Richards (AR), chairman, presented the fuuith report of the Committee 
on Order of Business. Motions referred as required by SBC Bylaw 28(2) to the Executive 
Committee: Lambach (item 85) and Hickman (item 86 k to all SBCcntiucs. Hudson (item 
87. pan I ). Richards moved io schedule Everett (item 84) for debate by the convention 
pursuant to SBC Bylaw 28(2). The motion passed. Discussion was scheduled for
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Thursday at 8:55 a,m< The following motions were ruled out of order because they were 
in the nature of resolutions and (he lime for resolutions had expired; Hudson part 2 (item 
87, 2) and Vaughn (item 88),

106. President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK) announced the time for iniroducuon of new 
business.

107. Steve Lipscomb (TN) presented a motion: On Requirements for Consideration of 
Every Resolution Submitted.

“I move that the Resolutions Committee be required to give, in its report, a rationale for 
why it does not recommend each resolution (hat it does not recommend, and (hat the 
messenger who submitted each resolution be given the opportunity to defend his/her 
resolution for two minutes before the assembled body of messengers, and finally, that a 
vote be taken after this defense whether to add this resolution to those resolutions the 
assembled body will debate at this Convention," (Items 107 and 139)

108. Ron Wilson (CA) presented a motion: On an Additional Track for Cooperative 
Program Giving.

“1 move that the Executive Commitloc of the Southern Baptist Convention create an 
additional (rack of Cooperative Program giving whereby a local church may give money 
directly to the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention which, unless 
Otherwise designated, will be split 50 percent (50%) with the Southern Baptist Conven­
tion and 50 percent (50<&) to the state entity the chureh designates,” (Items 108 and 139)

109. Alvin J. Rowe III (V A) presented a motion: On Development of Alternative Program' 
ming for Children.

“1 move that in light of the fact that Southern Baptists have rightly taken a stand for 
morality by resisting the slide of our country's moral and ethical standards through the 
corruption of the Disney conglomerate, tire convention mstroct ihe Radio and Television 
Commission of Hie North American Mission Board of the Southern Baptist Convention 
to make an aggressive and comprehensive attempt to provide alternative programming 
in sufficient quantity and quality, and in a manner which can be accessed from any 
geographic location where Southern Baptists have a presence, to replace that program­
ming our children must sacrifice for our convictions and principles.” (Items 109 and 139)

lift. Glen Golden (MO) presented a motion; On Immediate Consideration of Stone Motion.

“I move that Brother Jerry Stone’s important motion regarding not scheduling conven­
tions on the week following Father’s Day (printed on page 5 of the Second Day bulletin 
as referred to the Executive Committee), not be referred to the Executive Committee, but 
be considered by this Convention meeting in Dallas.” (Items IIO, 17, and 139)

111. Terry Beals(OK) presented a motion: On Writersofthe Family Bible Series Produced 
by the Sunday School Board.

“I move that the Sunday Schoo! Board print on all its Family Bible Series literature that 
it is published by The Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist Convention, and (hat 
its writers be identified by their churches and denominational affiliation." (Items 111 and 
139)
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III. Wiley S. Drake (CA) presented a motion: On the “Nut in My Backyard^ Syndrome.

“I move that the convention instruct our new Ethics and Religious Liberty Commission 
to conduct a study on the “NIM В Y” (Not In My Backyard) Syndrome and how it restricts 
local church congregations as they seek to establish churches and to expand their ability 
to preach the gospel ofJesus Christ, and report to the 1998 Convention in Salt Lake City, 
Utah." (Items 112 and 139)

113. Charles Omar Hart (TX) presented a motion: On McDonald’s Contract to Feature 
Disney Toys.

“I move that the Southern Baptist Convention boycott McDonald Corporation as they 
have signed a seven-year contract to feature Disney Company toys and other Disney 
products." (hems 113 and 139)

114. David Martin (NC) presented a motion: On Messenger Name Tags.

"I move that Southern Baptist Convention messenger name tags be improved and be 
made clearly readable for a distance of 10 feet by eliminating background design clutter 
and using a large print format for names.” (kerns 114 and 139)

115. Nancy Schaefer (GA) presented a motion: On Standing Up for Persecuted Christians.

“I move that Southern Baptists be challenged to speak up for persecuted Christians, to 
boycott "Made in China" products, and to support the anti- “Most Favored Nation Status" 
(MFN) bestowed upon China by the United States." (Items 115 and 139)

116. Ted Tedder (TX) presented a motion: On Sunday School Board Discounts for Laymen.

"1 move that the Southern Bapti st Convention ask the trustees of the Sunday School Board 
to provide the same di scount to laymen of Southern Baptist churches that they provide to 
pastors and staff personnel effective August 1997.” (Items 116 and 139)

117, Mark A. Rawlins (TX) presented a motion: On North American Mission Board 
Proposed Salaries.

“I move that the North American Mission Board meet and reconsider their present staff 
salary and present a new scale that seems reasonable to rhe Southern Baptist Convention 
in die 1998 national meeting," (Items 117 and 139)

118. Rogen: Jackson (IL) presented a motion: On Strategies for Higher Education of Ethnic 
Students in Seminaries.

“I move that the six seminaries of the Southern Baptist Convention committed to the 
development of men and women lor ministry and mission, include in their tasks, within 
the next 1,000 days, a strategy to educate a class of African American. Hispanic, and 
Asian students with the expressed purpose of developing them in Ph.D programs to join 
the faculty of these seminaries and serve as authors and curriculum writers for the 2 hi 
century." (Items 118 and 139)
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119. Dinu Sencsi (LA) presented 9 motion: On Communication of Resolutions to Corpora­
tion* and Congregations,

”1 move that this Convention commission the appropriate agencies of the Southern 
Baptist Convention to promptly invest time, money, and resources to communicate the 
concerns and resolutions of this Convention about corporate America's support of 
homosexual and immoral heterosexual relationships through domestic partner benefits 
policies to local Southern Baptist congregations, and that (he concerns and resolutions of 
this Convention be communicated to the 375+ corporations that support homosexual and 
heterosexual relationships through domestic partner benefits policies in an appropriate 
and Christlikc manner.” (Items 119 and 139)

120, Congregational Singing was led by Greg Sims(VA), minister of music, Spotswood В apdst 
Church, Fredericksburg,.

12L President Thomas D. (Tom) Elliff (OK) announced the time of discussion of previously 
scheduled business. James W. (Jim) Richards (AR) introduced Rick Ferguson (CO) who 
read Staples’ motion (item 44). Derek Staples (KY) and Tom Woodson (OK) spoke for 
the motion. Motion carried.

122, John L- Sullivan (FL), chairman of the Resolutions Committee, gave the first report. The 
Jones’ resolution on partial birth abortion will not be considered because a related 
resolution is already in place (Resolution 3,1996).

123. John L Sullivan (FL) moved the adoption of Resolution I. Resolution 1 was adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. b
ON RELIGIOUS PERSECUTION

WHEREAS, The principle of religious liberty is rooted in Scripture, demonstrated in the 
gospel, and foundational to the nature of the human spirit as created by God: and

WHEREAS, As Southern Baptists we believe that all people should have the God-given 
freedom to form and hold opinions and religious beliefs and prorogate them wi Ihout interference 
from or coercion by any government, religion, or person, and

WHEREAS, American individuals, businesses, and government officials experience 
ever-increasing pressure to value economic gain over religious liberties; and

WHEREAS, There is evidence in many naiions of escalating imprisonment, torture, 
killing, and other forms of persecution which demands much greater response by the United 
States government and rhe Christian community;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19, 1997, express Ош opposition to religious 
persecution and encourage our government officials to elevate religious liberty concerns to the 
highest priority in foreign policy, invoking sanctions against those nations which tolerate 
persecution of those with differing religious beliefs: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we urge Americans to refrain from international 
trade, even at the risk of financial loss, wi th or in nations that practice religious persecution; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,That we respectfully encourage the media lobring these 
issues to the attention of the American public; and
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BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That we urge believers to pray fervently for persecuted 
Christians worldwide and to pray tor and urge government officials to eliminate such practices 
in countries where religious persecution exists,
124. Jolin L. Sullivan (FL) moved the adoption of Resolution 2. Rick Markham (GAJ spoke 

against the resolution. Sullivan spoke for the resolution, Wiley Drake {CA I spoke for the 
resolution. Fred Winters (TX) moved to table the resolution. The motion was ruled out of 
order. David Martin (NCI raised a question. Sullivan responded. Lisa Kinney (FL) spoke 
for the resolution. Martin Knox (WI) spoke against the resolution. Sullivan responded. 
Walter Price (C A) moved to amend the resolution. Sullivan spoke against the amendment. 
Stephanie Teel (TX) raised a point of order. Sullivan responded. David Howell (MS) 
spoke for die ame ndme nt. David Cha ndler (AL j moved t he pre vious question. The motion 
carried. The amendment failed. Resolution 2 was adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 2-
ON MORAL STEW ARDSHIP AND THE DISNEY COMPANY

WHEREAS. Everything Christians possess of time, money, and resources is given to 
them by God as a stewardship for which they will give an account before a holy God: and

WHEREAS, Those who serve the public in any manner also have a stewardship before 
God regarding their service, and those who have greater influence have greater responsibility 
for their stewardship and must give a greater accounting; and

WHEREAS, Many entertainment providers including, but not limited io. The Disney 
Company are increasingly promoting immoral ideologies such as homosexuality, infidelity. and 
adultery, which are biblically reprehensible and abhorrent toGod and His plan for the world that 
He loves; and

WHEREAS, The 19% Southern Baptist Convention passed a resolution regarding these 
issues with a specific appeal to The Disney Company, which had long been a respected leader 
of family entertainment in keeping with traditional moral values; and

WHEREAS, The aforementioned resolution called for our Christian Life Commission to 
monitor Disney's progress in returning to its previous philosophy of producing enriching family 
entertainment and the Christian Life Commission has now reported that The Disney Company 
has nut only ignored um concerns, but flagrantly furthered this moral digression in its product 
and policies; and

WHEREAS, We realize that we cannot do everything to stop the moral decline in our 
nation, but we must du what lies before us when it is right through a proper use of our influence, 
energies, and prayers, particularly when it affects our nation’s children;

BE 11 THEREFORE RESOLVED,Thai the messengers of the Southern Baptist Convention 
meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19.1997, urge every Southern Baptist lu take the stewardship 
of their time, money, and resources so seriously that they refrain from patronizing The Disney 
Company and any of iis related entities, understanding that this is not an attempt to bring The 
Disney Company down, but to bring Southern Baptists up to the moral standard of God; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. That we encourage Southern Baptists to refrain from 
palroniziiig any company that promotes immoral ideologies and practices, realizing that The 
Disney Company is not the only such provider; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. That we ask our pastors and church leaders to become 
informed regarding these issues and teach thcirpeople accordingly, and that wc urge all Southern 
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Baptists to graciously communicate the reasons; for their individual actions to The Disney 
Company and other companies; and

BE IT FINALLY RE-SOLVED. That we pray that God would use these actions to help the 
employees, of such companies to respect the enormous stewardship they have before God, and 
we affirm ihose employees who embrace and share our concerns.

125. John L. Sullivan (FL) moved the adoption of Resolution 3. Resolution 3 was adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 3-
ON SOUTHERN BAPTIST WORLD HUNGER FUND

WHEREAS. Hunger ministry' opens countless doors for sharing the good news of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ; and

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists sponsor over 200 hunger ministries worldwide; and

WHEREAS, Though hunger mi nistries are promoted through Cooperaii ve Program funds 
through the state conventions; they du not receive direct Cooperative Program support: and

WHEREAS, Sout hern Baptist hunger ministries are dependent upon the Southern Baptist 
world hunger fund for support; and

WHEREAS, Gifts to the Southern Baptist world hunger fund support hunger ministry, 
both foreign and domestic: and

WHEREAS. Consistent giving for the pwr is part of the bel lever ’ s 1 ite sty le as demonstrated 
by our Lord Jesus Christ; and through the Old Testament record; and

WHEREAS, we are seeking spiritual awakening which must include the demonstrated 
lifestyle of Christ by the believer;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED. That we, the messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19.1997. encourage all church leaders to educate 
congregations about world hunger and lead churches to support World Hunger Day, October 12, 
1997; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, Thai we encourage all Southern Baptist churches to 
actively promote and support the Southern Baptist world hunger fund through i nnovative means 
resulting in gifts given regularly and systematically throughout the year; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That the appropriate agencies and auxiliaries of the 
Southern Baptist Convention be encouraged to conti n ue working aggressively to raise awareness 
of the hunger issue, and promote support for the Southern Baptist world hunger fund,

126. John L. Sullivan (FL) moved to extend the time to consider Resolution 4. Motion passed. 
127. John L. Sullivan (FL) moved the adoption of Resolution 4. Resolution 4 was adopted.

RESOLUTION NO. 4-
ON RICHIE v. SBC, el aL

WHEREAS, Religious and other chart table organizations across the nation, including the 
Southern Baptist Convention, are the target of a massive class action lawsuit now pending in 
federal court in Wrichita Falls. Texas, styled Richie v. Southern Baptist Convention, et al, 
seeking a claimed SI billion in damages because of alleged illegalities in issuing charitable gift 
annuities; and
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WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist entities have done nothing illegal or injurious to the 
plaintiff, and have strongly denied the plaintiffs allegations of wrongdoing: and

WH ERE AS, В oth the United States Congress and the Tex as Legislature, realizing that the 
lawsuit was, at best, based on unintended interpretations of federal and state statutes and is 
causing the loss of hundreds of thousands of dollars to worthwhile religious and other charitable 
causes, unanimously passed legislation intended to end the lawsuit; and

WHEREAS, The Fifth Circuit Corin of Appeals on April 8, 1997, found that the 
legislation as passed was inadequate to end the lawsuit at th is. time; and

WHEREAS. Additional legislation is now pending in the United States Congress to 
address conclusively the issues raised by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals as to questions of 
federal law, which legislation is expected to be enacted soon; and

WHEREAS, Two bills were introduced in the recently concluded session of the Texas 
Legislature addressing the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals’ opinion, with one being unanimously 
enacted into law, and the second, Senate Bill 1948, which also apparently enjoyed unanimous 
bipartisan support, nonetheless failing on Memorial Day along with dozens of other bills for 
reasons unrelated to the merits of the bill; and

WHERE A S. Senate В ill 1948 as introduced i $ essential to give full force and effect to the 
previously expressed intention of the Texas Legislature that this lawsuit be brought swiftly to 
a conclusion in favor of the religious and charitable defendants, including the Southern Baptist 
Convention; and

WHEREAS, Only Governor George W. Bush is empowered to call a special session of 
the Texas Legislature in order to enact this legislation, thus ending this lawsuit; now, therefore.

BEIT RESOLVED, That the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Dall as, Texas, June 
17-19.1997, finds that it is critical io all charitable and religious organizations such legislation 
be enacted in Texas, and that this Convention, with the greatest urgency, calls on Governor 
George W, Bush to call a special session of the Texas Legislature io enact such legislation.

128. The North American Mission Board was introduced by John O, Yarbrough (GA), 
chairman, ImplementationTask Force, and pastor, First Baptist Church, Perry. The report 
was highlighted by a video presentation, music, and messages from Adrian Rogers (TN), 
Carlisle Driggers (SC). H. Edwin Young (TX). and Robert R. (Bob) Reccord (VA).

129. Lee Porter (GA), registration secretary, announced tire results of the election of recording 
secretary. Murk Brooks (AR) received 1,362 (41.26 percent) and John Yeats (IN) received 
1,939 (58.74 percent). John Yeats was declared recording secretary elect,

130. Lee Porter (GA), registration secretary, announced the results of the run-off for second 
vice president. David Galvan (TX) received 1,586 <57.53 percent) and William L. (Bill) 
WagnenCA) received 1,171 (42.47 percent). David Galvan (TX) was declared second 
vice president elect.

131. Presidon t Thomas D. (T uni} El I i f f (OKI announced the time for eleci ion of officers (fifth). 
Ed Gregory (IA) nominated Lee Porter (GA) for registration secretary. There were no 
other nominations. David W, Atchison (TN), recording secretary, declared Lee Porter 
(GA) registration secretary deci.

132. Bob Anderson (LA), first vice president, assumed the chair and congregational singing 
was led by Tim Foland (TN), associate pastor of praise and worship. Woodland Park 
Baptist Church. Chattanooga.

133, Music was presented by the Adult Choir (TN), Bellevue Baptist Church, soloists; Bette 
Stalnecker. music evangelist, and Jamie Parker, minister of music, Cordova
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134. ТЪе Convention Sennan was presented by Richard D, Land (TN), president, Christian 
Life Commission, Nashville, after being introduced by President Thomas D. (Torn) Elliff 
(OK).

135, David Miller (AR), evangelist, Heber Springs, led in a closing prayer,

Wednesday Evening, June 18
136, Music was presented by Ray Jones (TX), Radiance Ministries, San Antonio.
137. Congregational singing was led by Chris Alsup (MS), minister of music, First Baptist 

Church, Hom Lake.
138. Jimmie Ruth Caughron (ALL layperson, Laceys Spring, led in prayer after President 

Thomas D, (Tom) El I iff (OK) announced that 3.626 have been saved in Crossover Dallas, 
El lift" requested prayer for those witnessing on rhe streets of Dallas,

139. Chairman J ames W. (Jim) Richards (AR) presented the fifth report of the Committee on 
Order of Business. Motions referred as required by SBC Bylaw 28(2), to the Ethics & 
Religious Liberty Commission: Drake (item 112) and Senesi (item 119L to the North 
American Mission Board: Rowe (item 109) and Rawlins ( item 117); to the Sunday School 
Board: Beals (item 111) and Tedder (item 116); to the Executive Committee: Wilson (item 
108) and Martin (item 114): and to all seminaries: Jackson (item 118), Motions 
recommended for referral other than SBC Bylaw 28 to the Executive Committee: 
Lipscomb (item 107), Motions ruled out of order: Golden (item 110) in violation of SBC 
Bylaw 2O(5)was referred to the ExccutiveCommittec; Han (item 113) and Schaefer (item 
119) were considered to be in the nature of resolutions and the deadline for introducing 
resolutions had passed at the time the motions were presented,

140. Members of the Committee on Order of Business nominated the following to serve in the 
1998 convention: Kenneth C. Whitten (FL) nominated James G. Merritt (GA), preacher 
of the convention sermon; Rick E. Ferguson (CO) nominated Robert Gee Witty (FL), 
alternate preacher: and Michael L. Green (MO) nominated James Bradford, (OK) music 
director. The motion carried.

141. The final Home Mission Board Report was presented by Ernest J. Kelley (GA), interim 
president, Alpharetta, after being introduced by J, Greg Martin (AL), chairman of the 
board.

142. The Foreign Mission Board Report was presented by Jerry A. Rankin (VA). president. 
Kenneth Barnett (CO) raised a question. Rankin (VA) responded.

143. Congregational si nging was led by Donnie Stnbble (TX), minister of music. The Heights 
Baptist Church, Richardson.

144. An emphasis on missions, entitled u‘The Cross Over the World” included music by the 
combined choirs of the Dallas/Fort Worth area, testimonies from the Foreign and Home 
Mission Boards, and a message from Adrian P. Rogers (TN), pastor, Bellevue Baptist 
Church, Cordova and a call for commitment was issued.

145. M. Wade Coker (LA). missionary' to Zambia, West Monroe, closed in prayer.

Thursday Morning, June 19

146. Music was presented by Diana Seitz (TN), violinist, Memphis; One Voice (TN), Ladies 
Ensemble, Bellevue Baptist Church, Cordova with the Clint Greene Family (TN), 
Memphis.

147. Fred Liner (LA) assumed the chair and congregational singing was led by Roosevelt 
Brook.s (TN), community missions volunteer, Memphis.

148. A study of Gal. 6:14 was fed by Ledtkey R. McIntosh (OK), pastor. Glorieta Baptist 
Church. Oklahoma City.
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149, Satoa Faaitiiti (TXk residential supervisor, Way Back House, Garland, led in prayer.
ISO, President Elliff introduced the period of discussion of previously scheduled business The 

Everett motion (item 84) was brought to the floor for consideration, The chair recom­
mended the motion be amended to insert the phrase, “that the 1997 SBC request- The 
amendment passed. Debhie Everett (LA) spoke for the motion. Tom Miller, Annuity 
Board, responded. Al Rowe (VA) gave a word of instruction regarding pending legisla­
tion, The motion passed as amended,

“I move that the 1997 Southern Baptist Convention request that the Southern Baptist 
Convention Annuity Board reconsider open enrollment to its Group Health Insurance 
Plan and that this issue be brought to the floor for discussion since it touches the personal 
lives of many church leaders," (Items 84, 105, and 150)

151. John L. Sullivan (FL), chairman of the Resolutions Committee, gave the final report.
152. John L. Sullivan (FL), chairman of the Resolutions Committee, moved the adoption of 

Resolution 5. Tommy Frankuvich (TX) spoke for the resolution. Resolution 5 was 
adopted,

RESOLUTION NO, 5-
ON THE DISPLAY OF THE TEN COMMANDMENTS IN GOVERNMENT 

BUILDINGS

WHEREAS, The Ten Commandments have been foundational to the development of the 
moral and legal code of western civilization: and

WHEREAS,The Ten Commandments have made a critical contribution to the development 
of the principles upon which the American society as a whole, and our legal and judicial 
institutions in particular, were established; and

WHEREAS, The Ten Commandments have been publicly displayed in our American 
halls of justice and other public places for generations; and

WHEREAS, There is current litigation concerning the lawfulness of displaying the Ten 
Commandments on government property; and

WHEREAS, Prohibiting the display of documents of historical significance which are 
religious in nature or which contain expressionsofa religious nature, solely on the basis of their 
religious content, is clearly discrimination against religious expression: and

WHEREAS, Romans 13:1 says: “Let every person be in subjection to the governing 
authorities. For there is no authority except from God. and those which exist are established bv 
God" (NASB).

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that we. the messengers to the Southern Baptist 
Convention, meeting in Dallas. Texas. June 17-19, 1997, declare that the public display, 
including di splay in government offices and courthouses. of the Ten Commandments should be 
permitted;

BE IT Fl N Al .1 ,Y R ESOL V ED, Tha t we urge the Christ i an Li fe Com mission to continue 
to work for» Religious Freedom Amendment to the U.S. Constitution which would prohibit [his 
and other types of discrimination against persons based on their religious expression or belief.
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153» John L, Sullivan (FL)» chairman of ihe Resolutions Committee, moved the adoption of 
Resolution 6, John R. McGuire (TX) moved to amend the resolution and spoke for the 
amendment The amendment passed. Resolution 6 was adopted as amended.

RESOLUTION NO. 6-
ON BIBLE TRANSLATION

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists believe that the В ible is truth without any mi xture of error 
and are deeply committed to the preservation of the Scriptures; and

WHEREAS, There is an ever-increasing proliferation of Bible translations with the intent 
of translating the Scriptures into the current language of the people; a nd

WHEREAS, Bible publishers and translators are consistently faced with the tension of 
accuracy and readability along with the pressure from those who do not hold a high view of 
Scripture to take license with the use of particular terms, including, but not limited to, the use 
of so-called gender inclusive language;

BE 1TTHEREF0RE RESOLVED, Thai the messengers to the Southern Baptist Con ven I i on 
meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19» 1997, urge every Bible publisher and translation group 
to continue to use time-honored, historic principles of biblical translation and refrain from any 
deviation to seek to accommodate contemporary cultural pressures» understanding that we are 
anxious to support the most accurate translations; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we respectfully request that the agencies, boards, 
and publishing arms of the Southern Baptist Convcnti on refrain from u sing any such translations 
in our various publications, and from using them in printing copies, or portions of copies, of die 
Bible.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That we urge Southern Baptists to be continually vigilant 
regarding this matter and prayerful for the Bible publishers and translators in the monumental 
task that they undertake.

154. John L, Sullivan (FL), chairman of the Resolutions Committee, moved live adoption of 
Resolution 7. Daniel Heimbach (NC) moved the adoption of all remaining resolutions and 
spoke for the motion. Toby Everett (TN) spoke against the motion and moved to addafinal 
paragraph to Resolution 9 to read, "Be it finally resolved that we affirm the godly teachers 
in public shcools who stand on the front lines to teach and train children who cannot or 
whose parents cannot choose to home school." The Resolutions Committee agreed with 
the amendment. The amendment passed. The motion passed. Resolutions 7-12 were 
adopted.

resolution NO 7-
ON GENETIC TECHNOLOGY AND CLONING

WHEREAS, We have entered the age of genetic diagnosis manipulation, and therapy; 
and

WHEREAS, One's genetic code is unique to each individual member of our species; and 

WHEREAS, Our unique genetic code is part of the nature of our embodiment as human 
beings made in the image of God (Gen, L27); and
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WHEREAS, God' s re veiation makes it clear that there are i important disti actions between 
animals and human beings (Gen. 9:1-6); and

WHEREAS, Genetic technology holds both the wonderful potential for the treatment of 
disease as well as the h ideous potential of increasing the numbers of abortions through the use 
of prenatal genetic screening, the creation of human embryos for the purpose of experimental 
research, (he cloning of whole human beings, and discrimination against individuals based upon 
their genetic information, and

WHEREAS, In February 1997. Dr. Ian Wilmm and colleagues at the Roslin institute in 
Edinburgh. Scotland, announced the first successful cloning of a mammalian species; and

WHEREAS. The National Bioethics Advisory Commission of the United States has been 
charged with the task of reviewing the ethical and legal implications of cloning technology: and

WHEREAS. A number of stales, i ncluding N ew Jersey, have passed legi station prohibiting 
the use of genetic information by employers, later organizations, employment agencies, and 
health insurance agencies to discriminate against persons because of their personal genetic 
information; and

WrHEREAS. Southern Baptists are on record for their consistent and vigorous opposition 
to the devaluation of human life and the encroachment of the culture of death;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That wc, the messengers of die Southern Baptist 
Convention, meeting in Dallas, Texas, on June 17-19, 1997, hereby recognize the importance 
of genetic research which has as its goal the treatment or cure of genetic illnesses and debilitating 
genetic conditions: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. Thai we voice our emphatic opposition to the use of 
prenatal genetic testing for the purpose of abortion decisions: and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we call on Congress to enact federal legislation 
against producing human embryos for the purpose of experimentation., whether by tax-funded 
or pnvatcJy-fundcd researchers; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we urge Congress to pass a legal ban on cloning 
human beings in the United States and work toward international policy to make cloning human 
beings illegal around the world; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That we solicit lawmakers to pass federal legislation 
protecting genetic privacy and prohibiting the use of information gathered through genetic 
testing to stigmatize and discri minatc against mdivi duals on the basis of their genetic information.

RESOLUTION NO. 8-
ON DOMESTIC PARTNER BENEFITS

WHEREAS, An increasing number of businesses, including corporate leaders such as 
IBM, AT&T, Sprint, Hewlett-Packard, Xerox, Time-Warner. Microsoft, Eastman Kodak, and 
Walt Disney, have established employee policies that recognize and extend employee benefits 
to a category of personal relationship called “domestic partner", and

WHEREAS, The category called “domestic partner" is a strategy to promote acceptance 
of the idea that homosexual relationships are morally equivalent to heterosexual relationships 
involving a man and a woman bound together by the institution of marriage; and

WrHEREAS. The provision of domestic partnership benefits isaway to promo te the moral 
equivalence of homosexual relationships outside the political and legal system in states where 
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established marriage and family laws do not recognize the legitimacy of homosexual marriage; 
and

WHEREAS, Providing domestic partnership benefits not only promotes the idea that 
homosexual relationships are morally legitimate but, at the same time, irivializ.es the meaning 
and sanctity of marriage; and

WHEREAS, God at creation made marriage a permanent union of one man with one 
woman «Jen. 1;28 and 2:24), and Jesus reaffirmed the origin of marriage in the order of creation 
and declared marriage to be a sacred, monogamous and life-long institution joining two persons 
of the opposite gender (Matt. 19:4-6); and

WHEREAS, God, the Creator and Judge of all, has ruled that homosexual conduct is 
always a gross moral and spiritual abomination for any person, whether male or female, under 
any circumstance, without exception (Lev. I R:22 and 20:13); and

WHEREAS, Businesses that recognize the moral legitimacy of homosexual relationships 
by ex tending benefits to domestic partners are, at the same time and by the same action, rejecting 
Cods true re velation regarding the sinfulness of homosexual conduct and the unique sanctity of 
heterosexual marriage;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, assembled in Dalias, Texas, June 17-19, 1997, oppose steadfastly the practice of 
extending employee benefits io domestic partnerships; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we prayerfully affirm those individual business 
leaders and businesses that either resist pressures to recognize the moral equivalence of domestic 
partnerships, or that work to reverse policies that erase fundamental and morally critical 
distinctions between homosexual relationships and heterosexual marriage; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, That we call upon business leaders to treat employees 
living in homosexual relationships in a manner commensurate with the love of Jesus Christ who, 
though He recognized the value and dignity of individual sinners (Matt, 9:13), neither condoned 
nor excused the abnormality and immorality of their sin (John 8:11); rather He called diem to 
repent, change and be restored (Luke 15:7,10,32) through the life-changing power of the 
indwelling Holy Spirit (Gal. 2:20; J Cor. 6:9-11).

RESOLUTION NO. 9-
ON HOME-SCHOOLING

WHEREAS, Scripture consistently establishes parents as the principal educators of their 
children; and

WHEREAS. Many parents choose home-schooling as the means of fulfilling this 
obligation;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 17 19,1997, affirm theright of all parents who have 
such convictions to teach their children at home; and
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BE IT FURTHER RESOL VED, That we encourage government officials to recognize 
and support the right of parents to home-school.

BE IT FINALLY RESOL VED, That we affirm the godly teachers in public schools who 
stand on the front lines to teach and train children who cannot be, or whose parents choose not 
ICi home-SChitol.

RESOLUTION NO. 10-
ON DRUG ABUSE

WHEREAS, Our nation's drug problem has reached alarming proportions, causing 
overwhelming pain and grief; and

WHEREAS. This deadly enemy recognizes no limits, claiming victims in both urhan and 
rural communities regardless of racial, economic, or religious background; and

WHEREAS. Drag abuse continues to erode the phy sical, moral, and spiritual well-being 
of our nation: and

WHEREAS, Every faithful Christian should bear a definite responsibility to achieve a 
successful solution to this growing problem:

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That we, messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, at our annua! meeting in Dallas, Texas. June 17-19, 1997, dedicate ourselves io 
active involvement in the effort to rid our country of drug abuse; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. That because of our desire to provide good examples for 
those whom we love, particularly our young people, we promise total abstention from all 
alcoholic be verages and al I i llegal drugs, and furthermore we promi sc to never abuse medi cations 
presenbed by doctors or sold over the counter; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED. That we will seek to enhance public awareness of the 
problem and its consequences and encourage our Christian leaders and the entities of the 
Southern Baptist Convention to minister to those harmed by drug abuse.

RESOLUTION NO. I1-
ON OPPOSING GAMBLING AND ITS ADVERTISEMENT

WHEREAS. The tidal wave of gambling in our country has left in its wake pain and 
destruction in the lives of countless people, especially the children, poor, and elderly: and

WHEREAS.Many state governments Live believed the lie that state-sponsored gambling 
will improve their local economy and provide funds for education, despite evidence to the 
coni гагу; and

WHEREAS. State governments by tacit approval of the яо-called benefits of gambling 
become a predator rather than a protects of its conxiituents; ami

WHEREAS. The commercial advertising of gambling further increases the negative 
effects; and

WHEREAS, Often the tide of gambling has been turned in American history bv God's 
people who knelt in confession and stood in conviction;
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BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That we, the messengers of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, assembled in Dallas, Texas, June 17-19,1997,callon all Christians to exercise their 
influence by refusing to participate in any fonn of gambling or its promotion; and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, Thal we urge our political leaders toenactlaws restricting 
and eventually eliminating all forms of gambling and its advertisement.

RESOLUTION NO. 12-
ON appreciation

WHEREAS, The messengers of the Southern Baptist Convention are again enjoying the 
hospitality of the gracious people of Dallas, Texas; and

WHEREAS, W’e acknowledge our debt of gratitude to the local committees for the many 
courtesies, services, and accommodations which have made our stay a pleasant one; and

WHEREAS. The President, officers, committees, and platform personnel have guided the 
affairs of this Convention with dignity and a ChriM-like spirit;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, That wc, (he messengers of the 140th annual session 
of the Southern Baptist Convention, express our profound gratitude to all those whose efforts 
have contributed to the gracious spirit, evangelistic impact, and overall effectiveness of Bus 
annual meeting.

155. John L. Sullivan (FL), chairman of the Resolutions Committee, moved the adoption of the 
Disposition of Resolutions Submitted from the Floor of the Convention.

156. The A rnerican Bible Society Report was presented by Fred A. Allen (N Y), assistant to the 
presidcnVABS chaplain. New York. Robert Hanson, director of program development, 
assisted in the report.

157. A video presentation titled, HA celebration - Reflecting on the Past, Rejoicing in the 
Future.”

158. President Thomas D. (Tom)Elliff (OK) gave special recognition to the outgoing directors 
of the fallowing entities; Ranald E. Chandler, president. Stewardship Commission: James 
D. Williams, president, Brotherhood Commission; Jack B. Johnson, president. Radio & 
Television Commission; E. D. Hoto, chairman. Education Commission; Slayden A. 
Yarbrough, interim executive director-treasurer. Historical Commission; and Hollis E. 
Johnson 111, presidetu, Southern Baptist Foundation.

159, Congregational singing was led by Mark Cook (CA), hi -vocational associate pastor. First 
Southern Baptist Church, El Monte.

160. The Baptist World Alliance Report was presented by Denton Lotz (VA), general 
secretary, McLean.

161. The Denominational Calendar Committee Report was given by Edward 1. Mattox, Jr. 
(MD, chairman. Farmington. Betty Rutledge (TX) raised a question. Ernest E. Mosley 
(TN), executive vice president. Executive Committee, responded. Bryan Jeffcoat (SC) 
raised a question. Mattox responded.

162. Herb Hol I inger (TN), vice president for convention news, Executive Committee, gave the 
Denominational Press Report. Michael McCullough (NV), president. Association of 
State Paper Editors, and Jon W'’alker (TN), editor.. Home Life, assisted-

163. Morris H- Chapman (TN), president and chief executive officer. Executive Committee, 
honored Bob Anderson (LA) as the outgoing first vice president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Fred Luter(LA) as the outgoing second vice president, and David Atchison 
^TN) as the outgoing recording secretary and presented each of them with a plaque of
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appreciaiioii.
164. Morris H. Chapman iTN). president and chief executive officer. Executive Committee, 

introduced the newly elected officers of the Southern Baptist Convention and their wives: 
Di. and Mrs. Lee Porter IFLL registration secretary; Mr, and Mrs John Yeats (IN>, 
recording secretary; Mr. and Mrs. David Galvan (TXi, second vice president: Mr. and 
Mrs. Miles Seaborn, first vice president, and Dr, and Mrs, Tom Eliff (OK), president.

165. Coneregauonal singing was led by Many Goetz (TNj. music evangelist. Marty Guetz 
Ministries. Inc., Fninkliii.

166, Music was presented by Marty Goclz.
167. Luis Palau (OR), evangelist, spoke after being introduced by President Thomas D. (Tom) 

Ellill (OK).
16S. The benediction was given by David Galvan (TX>, pastor, Pnmcra Iglesia Bautista Nueva 

Vida, Garland, after President Thomas D. iTom) Elliff lOKi adjourned the one hundred 
fortieth .session of the Southern Baptist Conveniicm.
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SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
REGISTRATION

DALLAS, TEXAS - JUNE 17-19,1997
dumber of
Messengers

Percent of
Messengers

Rank Churches with 
Messenger»

Alabama 765 6.16 5 357
Alaska 22 .18 11
Ал zona 74 .60 22 35
Arkansas 482 188 12 210
California 160 1.29 17 79
Colorado 71 .57 23 26
Connecticut 1 .01 1
Delaware 1 .01 1
District of Columbia 6 .05 2
Floridia 693 5.58 7 291
Georgia 932 7.50 3 364
Hawaii 13 .10 5
Idaho 13 ,10 5
Illinois 216 1.74 15 106
Indiana 94 .76 18 44
Iowa 14 И 7
Kansas 91 .73 20 43
Kentucky 534 4.30 10 233
1л nisi ana 501 4.03 11 220
Maine 4 .03 3
Maryland 92 .74 19 50
Massachusetts 8 .06 6
Michigan 30 .24 16
Minnesota 5 .04 2
Mississippi 701 5.64 6 327
Missouri 461 3.71 13 205
Montana 6 .05 3
Nebraska 7 ,06 4
Nevada 32 .26 25 12
New Hampshire 4 .03 3
New Jersey 12 .10 9
New Mexico 84 ,68 21 38
New York 27 .22 16
North Carolina 978 7.87 2 459
North Dakota 7 ,06 4
Ohio 190 1.53 16 81
Oklahoma 586 4.72 8 242
Oregon 13 .10 9
Pennsylvania 18 .14 10
Puerto Rico 2 .02 1
Rhode Island 0 .00 0
South Carolina 584 4.70 9 269
South Dakota 4 .03 2
Tennessee 91? 7.38 4 403
Texas 2.419 19.48 1 835
Utah 27 .22 8
Vermont 0 .00 0
Virginia 416 3.35 94 182
Washington 26 .21 14
West Virginia 41 .33 24 17
Wisconsin 18 .14 9
Wyoming ___ LS. ___J4 в

TOTAL 12,420 99.98 5,287


