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Proceedings

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION .
KANSAS CITY, MISSOLURI
June 14-16, 1977

Tuesday Morning, June 14

1. President James L. Sullivan (Tenn.) called to order the one
hundred and twentieth session of the Southern Baptist Convention
in the one hundred and thirty-second year of its history at 9:00
ﬁ.M,, June 14, 1977, in the Bartle Convention Center, Kansas City,

issouri.

2. Presession music had been presented by the Kanaas City
Metro Baptist Band, directed by Phillip C. Posey (Mo.).

3. President Sullivan read the following felegram of greetings
from the President of the United States, and the applause of the
messengers expresgsed warmest appreciation :

1 send warmest greetings to the members of the Southern Baptist
Convention as you hold your annual Convention. I welcome the op-
ortunity to applaud your positive influence on family and community
ife and to commend your strong civic leaderzhip and mspiring humani-
tarian action. May your work be further strengthened and expanded as
a result of these sessions and may they be rewarding and satisfying for
each of you. {3igned} Jimmy Carter

4. William J. Reynolds {Tenn.), music director for the Conven-
tion, led the messengers in singing “All Hail the Power of Jesus’
Name," The following persons served as organists and pianists dur-
ing the Convention: Mrz. Pauline Riddle (Mo.), Mrs. Clyde Harling
(Ga.), Mra. Susan Baker (Mo.), Mrs. Linda Kennedy (Mo.), Mrs.
Robert Lester {(Ga.), and Mrs, Tom Steele (Mo.).

5. Dan Ireland (Ala.) led the messengers in reading (in unison)
the Scriptures, and Alvin W. Woed (Alaska) led in prayer.

6. W. Fred Kendall ({Tenn.), registration secretary, reported a
registration of 12,189 messengers at 9:00 A M. and moved “that
these messengers constitute the Convention and that duly accredited
messengers from the churches in cooperation with the Convention
who arrive lafer be recognized as members of the Convention when
they have enrolled on the basis of membership set forth in Article
11T of the Constitulion.” The motion passed.

7. W. Wayne Dehoney (Ky.), chairman of the Committee on
Order of Business, introduced memhers of the committee and moved
adoption of the program as printed, with these changes: an exten-
sion of time for the election of officers at the Tuesday afternoon
session and the adjustment of subsequent items accordingly: the
Tuesday night session to begin at 6:40 and the item, “Iet the
Church Reach Qut,” to be a fixed order; other necessary changes as
the Convention may approve. The motion passed. Chairman Dehoney
made comments interpreting the premise and objective of the prg
gram.
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Theme: “Let The Church Reach Out”
TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 14

Music for Inspiration—Kanzaz City Metro Baptist Band, Phillip C.
PGS'E;', director A
Call to Order

re*ftlgregatinnal Singing—William J. Reynolds, Nashville, Tennessee, di-
r

Seripture—Dan Ireland, Huntaville, Alabama

Prayer—Alvin W. Wood, Alaska

Report of Registration and Constituting of Convention—W. Fred Ken-
dall, Nashville, Tennessee , L
Report of Committee on Order of Business—Wayne Dehoney, Louisville,
Kentucky, chairman ‘

Weleome—Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary

Response—Gaines 8. Dobbins, Birmingham, Alabama

Recognition of Fraternal Messengers .
Announcement of Committee on Committees, Committee on Rezolutions,
Committee on Tellers .

Mizcellaneous Business

Introduction of Resolutions .
Executive Committee Report (First Section)—Porter Routh, Nashville,
Tennessee

Congregational Singing—William J. Reynolds

Music—Dean Wilder, Liberty, Misgouri

FPresident’s Addrezse—James L. Sullivan, Nashville, Tennessee
Benediction—Wilbur Herring, Joneshoro, Arkansas

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 14

Music for Inspiration—Young Musicians Choir, First Baptist Church,
Ada, Oklahoma, Jo Ann Butler, director ,
Congraegational Singing—J. Eugene Sutherland, Louisville, Kentucky,
direstor .
Scripture—William R. Hann, Walnut Creek, California
Prayer—0Otis Testerman, Grand Junction, Colorado
Election of Officers _ ) »
Executive Committee Report (Final Section)—Porter Routh
Stewardship Commission Report—A. R. Fagan, executive director, Nash-
ville, Tenneszee
Mime&lan;&:us ?ﬁsmel:si )

on of Rezolutions N .
ggt:r:lgll Commission Report—“Our Roots and Heritage ‘to elicit, com-
bine and direct . . ) "—Lynn E. May, Jr., execative director, Nashville,
Tennessee lle. Kentuek
Congregational Singing—J. Eugene $utharland, Loulzville, Kentucky
Music—Beverly Terrell, Concert Artist, Dallas, Texas
Message—"0Our Reason for Being”—W. A, Crizwell, Dallas, Texas
Benediction—Harold W. Sorrill, Jr., Clinton, Maryland

TUESDAY EVENING, JUNE 14

Music for Inspiration—Southern Baptist Singing Men, James D. Wood-
ard Oklahoma, director . o
gﬁgiﬂihaﬁm?lfl’ Sin "ng—ﬁob Wnaullei{# Jefferzon F!‘ty, Miszsouri, direstor
Seripture—Ken Mcﬂﬂane Smith, Arlington, Virginia
Prayer—Ron Dillon, Parkersburg, West Virgima
Electinlg of Dfﬁlciersi
jacell uziness )
yﬂes:elth:ﬂ%;fumh Reach Out—By Al Means—To All People—Every-
where!” (combined challenge of the Radio-Television Commission, Foreign
and Home Mission Boards) _ . L
usic—Southern Baptist Singing Men, James D. Woodward, direetor
ﬁg:;ige—xﬂg“ Woa;ll)d God Loves"—Frank Follard, Jackson, Mississippi
Benediction—Bruce Gardner, Idaho
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WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 15

Music for Inspiration—Wieuca Road Baptist Church Choir, Atlanta,
Georgia, Jack Gantt, director

Congregational Singing—Jack Gantt, director

Seripture—Lloyd E, Batson, Pickens, South Carelina

Prayer—Calvin M. Bailey, Pittsburgh, Pennaylvania

Election of Officers =~
Committee on Resolutions {First Report)
Committee on Committees Keport

Committee on Boards Report .

Annuity Board Report—Dareld H. Morgan, president, Dallas, Texas
Home Mission Board Report—William G. Tanner, executive director, At-
lanta, Georgia . .
Foreign M%ssinn Board Report—Baker J. Cauthen, executive director,
Richmond, Virginia o
Radio-TV Commission Report—Paul M. Stevens, president, Fort Worth,
Texas )
Miscellansous Business (consideration of any constitutional change and
other matters
Election Gﬁii s]mS? ing—Jack Gantt, directo

longrepational Singing—Jack Gantt, direcior .
Musie—Wieuea Road Baptist Church Choir, Jack Gantt, director .
Scripture—Duke K. McCall, Louisville, Kentucky, Alternate, Convention
Sermon o
Convention Sermon—William L. Self, pastor, Wieuca Road Baptist Chureh,
Atlanta, Georgis
Benediction—Robert Bateman, Columbus, Ohio

{Nu Allernoon Session)

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 15

Music for Inspiration—Kansag City Masgsed Cholirs, Duncan Couch, direc-
tor, Balivar, Missotyi ) , o
Congregational Singing—Weszlay L. Forbis, Liberty, Missouri, director
Beripture—=Thomas Sherrill, Minet, North Dakota

Prayer—Miiton Morales, Independence, Miszouri

Recognition of Past Southern Baptist éonveution Presidents )
“The Challenge of Preaching, Teaching"—{combined presentation of the
slx seminaries and the Sunday School Board)

“, . . every believer 3 witness into the world”"—{combined presentation of
Woman's Missionary Union and the Brotherhood Commission)
Congregational Singiitf-—We&'leyi L. Forbis, director

Music—Eansag City Massed Choirs, Duncan Couch, directar
Message—"The Gospel, the Power of God Unto Salvation"—William E.
Hull, Shreveport, Louisiana ,

Benediction—Richard Rogers, Lansing, Michigan

TRURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 16
Music for Inspiration—Combined Handbell Choirs, Merrill Luman, Hous-

ton, Texas, director

Gmégregstianal Singing—Gene Bartlett, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. di-

rector ?

Scripture—William D. Hillis, Baltimore, Maryland

Prayer—Ted Sisk, Lexington, Kentuck

Eundﬂy Schoo! Board Report—Grady g Cothen, president, Nashville, Ten.-

EEEee '

Seminariez Report

American Baptist Seminary Commission Report

Edueation Commission Report—Ben C. Fiier, executive director, Nash

;igl%Tennesseé o » Nash-
uthern Baptist Convention Foundation Report—Hollis E. Johq g

executive secretary, Nashville, Tenneasee mison, HI,

Miscellaneous Business

Congregationa] Singing—Gene Bartlett, director
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10:55 Woman'’s Misslonary Union Report—Carolyn Weatherford, execotive di-
11:05 rector, Birmingham, Alabama
: Brotherhood Commission Report—Glendon McCullough, executive direce
11:15 tor, Mamphis, Tennezsee :
11:a8 mmittee on Resolutions (Final Raport)
11.a7 Coneregational Singing—Gene Bartlett, director
1 42 Music—Forbes Woods, Phoenix, Arizona
120 Message—“By Hig 5pirit’—Richard Jackson, Phoenix, Arizona
£3 13 Benediction—Doy Jones, Wichita, Kansas

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 16

1:00 Music for Inspiration—DMusicians in Evangelism

£:00 Congregational Singing—Ken Bittiker, St. Joseph, Missouri, direstor

Seripture—Don Moore, Evanaville, Indians

Frayer—Keith Stanford, Ilinois

2:15 Miscellaneous Business )

2:45 tBjapﬂst '%"ugld Alliance Report—Robert Denny, general secretary, Wash-

agton, D.C, .

2:55 Baptist Joint Committee on Pablic Affairs Report—James E. Wood, Jr.,

~ execntive diveetor, Washington, D.C.

3:06 Committee on State Baptist Papers—H. Franklin Paschall, Nashville, Ten-
nessee, chairman ]

§:16 Denominational Calendar

3:20 Christian Life Comimizsion Report—Foy Valentine, executive ascvetary,
Nasghville, Tenneszea

8:30 Address—William Pinzon, Wichita Falls, Texas

2:66 Congregational Sin%ng—ﬁm Bittiker, director

4:00 Address—Andrew M. Youn% Jr.,, United States Ambassador to the
United Nationsg, Waahing;on, .C. ,

4:30 PBenediction—Raymond Lau, Honclulu, Bawaii

THURSDAY EVENING, JUNE 16

6:30 Music for Inspiration—Kansas City Metro Baptist Band, Philip C.
) Pogey, director . - , '
T:00 Congregational Singing—William J. Re_s‘;galds, director
Scripture—Roberit F, Woodward, Wincheater, Yirginia
Prayer—Mre. Leroy Parker, Greenshoro, North Carelina
7:16 Presentation of Officers for 1978 ) .
7:20 Challenge, Commitment, and Consecration Service—planned by Jesse
Fletcher i{naxvﬂle. Tennesses, Combiried Mizzouri Baptiet College Cheirs,

Wesley L. Forbis, director o )
Billy Graham, Montreat, North Carclina, will deliver tha "charge” to.the

9:00 Benedistion—Jerry DeOliveria, San Jose, California

8. Milton Ferguson {Mo.), president of Midwestern Baptist Theo-
Jogical S;minary,gwelmmed the Convention in behalf of Kansag City
Baptists and those in the surrounding area and, particularly, in be-
half of Midwestern Seminary. robbin (Alay). pi

9. President Sullivan presented Gaines 8. Dobbins {Ala.), pioneer
in religious education and long-time and distingunished seminary
professor, to respond to the welcome. Dobbins challenged the mes-
sengers to a sense of world mission in the present world situation.

10. The Chair recognized Robert S. Denny (D.C.), general sec-
retary of the Baptist World Alliance, and asked him tfo introduce
fraternal messengers who were present, each of whom gave a brief
word of greeting: Isaiah H. Henderson, Jr., National Baptist Con-
vention of the U.S.A., Inc.; Charles Z. Smith, American Baptist
Churches, U.8.A.; Joshua Thompson and Mrs. Thompson, B;aptast
Union of Ireland; Timothy Cho, Korean Baptist Convention; Jose
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Borras, Spanish Baptist Convention. Denny extended greetings in
behalf of the Baptist World Alliance.

11. The Chair announced the following committees:

COMMITIEE 08 COMMITTEES: William L. Self (Georgia), Chairman; James A.
Auvchmuty, Jr., *Cecil Hamiter, Alabama; Chester Pillow, *Truet Thompsen,
Arizona: Paul W. Dodd, *Tucker Bennett, Arkansas; J. Thurman George, “An-
drew Tucker, Califorhia; Daviz L. Cooper, *Max Clifton, Colorade; Edward C.
Briggs, *Mrs. James Blaylock, Maryland; Woodrow M. Pinszon, *Calvin Koesey,
Florida; *Mrs. Lindsey Barron, Georgia; Wendell Garrison, *Raymond Taylor,
INinois; Ferd Elfreich, *0. Thomss Woods, Indiana; Bruce Antheny, *Mrs. Gene
Hawkins, Kansas; Bill Simmons, *Mrs. Duke K. McCall, Kentucky; Perry F.
Webb, Jr., *W. 0. McGuffie, Louisiana; John E. Roberts, *William D. Hillis,
Maryland; Raymond Babb, *Mrs, Amy Wilkinson, Michigan; James Smith, *Mrs.
Frances Smira, Mississippi; J. Edwin Hewlett, *Gerald Sprong, Missouri; J. W.
Evans, *Travis Ferguson, New Mexico; Joe Burnette, *Mrs. Tom Womble,
North Carolina: Roy Beleher, Washington, ¥ Mrs. Don Buckley, Oregon; James
Crumpler, *Mrs. Ruby Deskin, Ohio: Charles A. Tope, *Mrs. Robert Forrest,
Oklahoma; Loyd Self, *R. E. Littlejohn, South Carolina; William J. Furdue,
*Frank C. Ingraham, Tennezsece; Maleolm 0. Bane, *Earl Rose, Texas; and
Raymond L. Spence, Jr., *Mrs. Peyton Thurman, Virginia. .

CREDENTIALS COoMMITTEE: Verlin Kruzchwitz (Kentucky), Chairmen; *Mrs,
Edward L. Byrd, South Carolina; *Mrs. Earl W. Jobnaton, Texas; John Lee Tt{r
lor, Mississippi; Paul Mims, Virginia; *Milton Morales, Missouri; Albert W.
Huyek, Jr., Georgia; Clarence Floyd, Kentucky; Dan Stringer, Oregon; Russell
Newpert, Missouri; *Rolin Boulware, Missouri; and Cecil Sims, Washington.

TELLERS COMMITTEE: Kenneth B. Combs {Kansas), Chairman; *Flynn T.
Harrell, South Carolina: Harold Manahan, Nebraska: Kenneth Sparkman, Ten-
nesaee; William O, Crews, Oregon; *Mrs, Ruth Elmore, Missouri; *Mrs. Harold
D. Jeter, Oklahoma; *Prince E. Giaybn-ck, THlineis; Den Moore, Arkansas; and
*Bob Anderson, Kansas. L

RESOLUTIONS COMMITTEE: Daniel R. Grant (Arkansaz), Chairman; *Mra.
Texas; *J. Thomas Bryan, Tennessee; Alvin W. Wood, Alaska; Morgan Patter-
Clande Kirkpatrick, Louisiana; Conrad R. Willard, Florida; *Hunter M. Jones
son, California; *Mrs. Leroy Parker, North Carolina; D. G. Crewse, Idahe; an
Al Shackleford, Tennesses.

*Lajperion )

12. President Sullivan suggested guidelines to expedite consider-
ation of matters calling for action by the Convention. He also called
attention to gavels being used by the presiding officer: one presented
to him by the church in which he grew up and others presented to
the Convention by John A, Broadus and M. E, Dodd. )

13. The Chair announced.the order of miscellanecus business.
Four motions were presented, all referred to the Committee on Order
of Business to be scheduled for later consideration. Edwin E. Burris
(Mo.) moved that, due to extensive publicity and promotion given
to the area of homosexuality by the media and legislative bodies, the
messengers of the Southern Baptist Convention instruct the Chris-
tian Life Commission (or the Agency the Executive Committee feels
best suited) to develop a program whereby the loeal churches can
present a unified front showing their opposition to the media, legis-
lative bodies, sponsors, and other organizations which present homo-
sexuality as an acceptable life style; and that the messengers au-
thorize the Committee on Order of Business to schedule this motion
for disecussion during the 1977 meeting according to Bylaw 12 of
our Constitution and Bylaws. (See Item 154.)

14. R. G. Puckett (Md.) moved that the second sentence in Artipla
V, Officers, Section 2, of the Constitution of the Southern Baptiat
Convention be changed to read: '

“The term of office for the president is limited to one (1) year
and he shall not be eligible for reelection until as much as one (’1)'
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year , ' . .
108, has elapsed from the time his successor is named.” (See Item

15. Paul C, Lawsor |
to des; . Lawson (Va.) moved that (1) our churches be invite
the sﬁ&?ﬁntﬂe Stliu";day :;nmgdmigely prior to the annual meeting n%
for Bold Minsi aptis ‘Gm‘w_entlm in 1978 and 1979 A Day of Prayer
ness be 1asion Thrust; (2) that the Committee on Order of Busi-
Tos e Tequested to conduct a prayer meeting for Bold Mission
Baptist C sornie ?tlmg during the annual meeting of the Southern
Southern El;;%}igttl%lb I::rlenlt?gs and 1979; (3) that the appropriate

] 1080 a ; idelines ;

of 11:&&1"a::‘::erix%D the l&ca] churches, {g’ggglleégleglel?p guidelines for the day
3. Loy Privette (N.C.) moved that— i aciati
the dedicated persoigs wlzo leadEdug;-atSmmgln? eg; at]i)é)treé:wa:\qun t'fm-
agencies, and the staff members who serve with thelt)n' and re;%;nﬂln
ing the responsibility of the trustees of each agency to review anfi
set salaries and benefits for employees; and as one means of declar
ing our belief that the commitment to mutual ilppdr-t upon WﬁicI;
the Cooperative Program rests implies mutual accountability between
brothers and sisters in Christ who seek to share the g'oapel with the
whole world through the Southern Baptist Convention—we respect-
fully request the trustees of all boards, seminaries, commissions, and
committees which receive support from Southern Baptist Convention
Cooperative Program funds, or whose major sources of income are
derived from purchaszes or investments by Southern Bapﬁsf churches
and their members, and whose trustees are elected by the Southern
Baptist Convention, to include in their annual report to the Conven-
tion, beginning in 1978, all relevant and specific information in dol-
lars concerning the salary and each fringe benefit provided for the
senior executive director, including the amounts for housing allow-
ance, if any, or an indication that a house is furnished, if such is the
case: and that full information be furnished upon request to any
member of a cooperating Southern Baptist church concerning any
gpecific staff position, according to the guidelines listed above and
that salary seales according to position be furnished upon re'quest
without reference to individuals holding partieular jobs in the or-
ganization. (See Items 107, 109, 128, 129, 143, 147.)

17. Resolutions were presented and referred to the Committee on
Resolutions. Hugh Wamble (Mo.) presented a resolution “On Re-
ligious Liberty and Employment Practices.” (See Item 137.)

18. Robert D. Lewis (Calif.} presented a resolution “On the Eqgual
Rights Amendment.” (See Items 140 and 163.)
19. Carolyn Weatherford (Ala.) presented a resolution “On the

American Bible Society.” {See Item 94.)
20. Gary Gunderson {(Ga.) presented a resolution “On a Call for

Hunger Convocation.” (See Item 134)
21. John Wilder (Mo.) presented a resolution “Concerning Abor-

tion.” (See Item 150.)

22 0. K. Armstrong (Mo.) presented a resolution “On the Separa-
tion of Church and State and Higher Education,” {See Item 153.)

23 Allen W. Graves (Ky.) presented a resolution “On Fraternal
Concern for Korean Christians.” (See Item 153.)

24. Earl Potts (Ala.) presented a resolution “On Integrated Auxil-
jaries.” (See Item 136.)

25. James P. Wesherry (Ga.) presented a resolution “Omn the Ob-



28 1977 SOUTHERN BAFPTIST CONVENTION _

servance of Sunday as a Day of Worship and Spiritual and Physi-
cal Renewal.” (See Item 153.) )

26. Al Engelmann (Calif.) presented a resolution “On Family
Planning and Birth Control to Minor Children Without Parental
Knowledpe or Consent.” {See Item 142.) ,

27. Nell Shotwell (Tex.) presented a resolution “On Senior Adult
Sunday.” (See Item 153.) _ ]

28, Claud 0'Shields (N.C.) presented a resolution “On a Min-
istry to the Blind.” (See Item 153.) ,

20, Robert S. Magee (La.) and Don Wainwright (Mo.) pre-
sented a resolution “On Appreciation to Anita Bryant for Her Bold
Stand on Biblical Morality."” (See Item 159.)

30. Donald B. Lemmons (La.) presented a resolution “On the
Proposed ERA Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.”
(See Item 153.)

81. John R. Claypool (Miss.) presented a resolution “On torture.”
(See Item 141.)

32. Dotson M. Nelson (Ala.), first vice-president, was asked to
take the chair. He presented W, Ches Smith, III (Ga.) for the report
of the Executive Committee. Following comments about the work of
the Committee, he recognized Porter Routh (Tenn.}, executive sec-
retary of the Committee, to give further information. He called at-
tention to the actions taken by the Committee (see page 65). Routh
reported specifically with reference to matters referred to the Com-
mittee for study and report (see Convention Annual, 1976, Items
23 and 103, pp. 32 and 52, re the motion by Ray K. Hodge; Items
106 and 148, pp. 52 and 61, re the motion by Frederick G. Schla-
fer). As to the first, Routh indicated that more time was needed to
explore the use of some appropriate identifving symbol or logo and
that a report would be given in 1978. Aa to the second, Routh stated
that in the light of the many factors related to the representation
of state conventions on the various boards, commissions, and com-
mittees, it was felt that the provisions of Bylaw 20 are truly
democratic; hence, the Committee was not recommending that any
change be made at this time. (See Nos. 14 and 15 of “Actions Taken
by the Executive Committee,” p. 65.) Routh reported also that Co-
operative Program receipts to date were 9.5% ahead of receipts for
the same time last year.

338. W. Ches Cmith, III, chairman of the Executive Committee,
reported the response of the Committee to the recommendations
of the Committee of Beven (see Annual, 1976, Item 92, pp. 42-49).
Smith atated that the Committee had received the recommenda-
tions with genuine appreciation for the obvious thoroughness of re-
search and consideration that had marked the study by the Com-
mittee of Seven of the Executive Committee’s function and work.
The Executive Committee had also noted with appreciation the posi.
tive approach to and the objective evaluation of the Committes’s
relationships and functions. The Committee had given serious con.
sideration to all suggestions made, had already effected changes to
accomplish desirable improvements in procedures of operation, par-
ticularly in the process of developing recommendations for the allo.
cation of Cooperative Program funds, and had taken steps to insyre
valid and harmonious relationships with all Convention agencies
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gﬁ% other units of Southern Baptist life and then to assist them in
easible ways in the fulfillment of their programs of work.
CQmm?:ecretary Routh recognized various members of the Executive
Cony lttee to present the recommendations of the Committee to the
nveéntion. W. Rufus Sprayberry (Tex.) presented Recommenda-

:}i:!;la é:{ﬁv 1, gave full explanation, and moved its adoption. The motion

Recommendations
Recommendation No. 1

We racommend that the total Southern Baptizt Convention Cooperative Pro-
gram Allacation Budget be as follows:

1976-7T7 1877-7T8
Total Basie Opexating ... .. ... 549000000 $54.,000,000
Total Capital Needs ... . ... 1,080,000 1,080,000
SUBTOTAL ... et et $50,080,000 $55,080,000
Challenge Operating (Phase I & I1) ... .. 4,020,000 8,320,000

Bold Advence Budget

ToTAL COOFERATIVE PROGRAM
ALLOCATION BUDCET ........... ... ... $55,000,000 $63,400,000

Wa further recommend that the 1977-78 Basic Goope‘rati.ve Program Operating
Budget goal of $54,000,000 be digtributed az follows:

1976-77 F1977-78
Agency Basic CP Budget  Basic CP Budget

Foreigh Miskion Board ... $23 685 918 $26,000,000
Home Mission Board ..ol 9,200,000 10,252,965
Annuity Beard . ... ... ... .. .. . 250,000 250,000
Golden Gate Seminary ..o 1,037,352 1,120,584
Midwestern Seminary .................... 1115744 1,169,124
New Orleans Seminary ... ... 1,821,476 1,938,163
Southeastern Seminary ... o 1,642,581 1,866,910
Southern Seminary ..o 2,343,180 2,616,704
Southwestern Seminary ... ............ 3,077,349 3,427,060
Southern Baptist Foundation .. ... 126,000 147,500
American Seminary ..o 125,000 137,600
Brotherhood Commizsion . ... 475,000 522,500
Christian Life Commission ... . 823,000 255,000
Education Commizaion = ... ... 240,00) 250,000
Historical Commission ... ... 185,000 200,000
Radio-Television Commission ... ... 2,600,000 2,750,000
Stewardship Commission ... 225,400 250,000
Public Affairs Commission ... .. 200,000 220,333
SBC (Operating Budget) ... ... , 488,000 ___ 536,000

$49,000,000 $54,000,000

w ommend that the $1,080,000 Capital Needs Budget, as approved by the
Sautl\:rﬁlmﬁ',:ptist Convention Jun; 11, 1974, be distributed after distribution of

tha Basic Operating Budget as follows:

Golden Gate Seminary ... OO PP PP PRT égg:ggg
Southwestern Seminary D 1+
Southern SeMINATY ... .o VSG,'?M
Radio and Televigion Commisgion . ... ..o A

TOTAL ... . e 1,080,000

" We recommend that the $8,820,000 BOLD A_LDVANEE BUDGET be diStributed.
nitz: :h% Basic Operating Buéget and the Capital Needs Budget have besn met, to
the agencies proportionately as follows:
| Agency 1977-78
Foreign Misgion Board ..o S0, 100,000
Hameziﬁ:sinn BOBI .ot eeserenmmemeenereson B 10,000
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Annuity Board .. . . . .. P . 50,000
(iolden Gate Seminary ... . ... SRR 54,830
Midwestern Beminary ... BT 57,208
New Orleans Seminary ... . e 04,841
Southesstern Seminary ... .. TSP RTRSRTIROTR 50,885
Southern Seminary ... .. . ... ......... .. .. 128,48
Southwestern Seminary . ... .o .. 167,699
Southern Baptiat Foundation . P 22,500
American Seminary ... , s 12,500
Brotherhood Commission ... . ... ... TTLOH
Christian Life Commission ... 36,000
Education Commission ..o .. 80,000
Historieal Commission ... ... e 26,000
Radio and Television Commission ... . e 800,000
Stewardship Commission . .. . e s 100,000
Baptist Joint Committee .. ... .. ... . . 20,000
SBC (Operating Budget) ... . . B4,000

TOTAL ... ... e ettt et et e $8,320,000

35. Doyle Carlton (Fla,) presented Recommendation No. 2 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 2

We recommend adoption of the Southern Baptist Convention Operating Budget
for 1977-78 as follows:

SOUTHERN BAFPTIST CONVENTION OPERATING BUDGET

Income 1977-78 1976-71
Cooperative Program ... 3536,000 $488,000
Dividends and interest ... ........ . 26,000 36,000
Sunday School Board ... ... 414,500 o 385,000
$546,500 $000,000
Expgn&itures -
Convention expense ... $180,000 $160,000
Speeial committees ... ... ... 25,000 21,500
xecutive Committee ... L. ... b53,200 507,000
Baptist World Alliance . .. ~ . 195,000 180,000
Leg’ﬂ; and avditing ... ... 2,500 2.000
Building operationz ... ... ... 21200 15,700
RIAL . ... e e 7,000 5,000
. $983,900 $201,200
Reserve ... . e e 2,800 7,500
ToTaL . . e, s $986,500 $209,000

36. Mrs. Harrison Gregory (Va.) presented Recommendation No, 8
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 3

We recommend that the Southern Baptist C nti ' e I i
Los Angeles, California, the week of June 9?11, ervention for 1981 be held in
37. Jimmy R. Allen (Tex.) prezented Recommendatio
immy R. Aller 3 3 , ation No. 4 and
moved its adoption. Following a question from the flcor and the
answer given for clarification, the motion passed.

Recommendation No. 4

We recommend the second approval of a constitutional change that Artj ’
1. {1) and (2}, and 2. (2) of the Constitution of the Southern Bapti:t G;é?;it};h
be amended as follows (proposed changes are in beldface italics) :

1. The general Boards of the Convention shall be composed as follows:



PROCEEDINGS 31

1) Tewelve (12) members chesen from the city or vicinity of the state in
which the board ia located, but not more than three (3) local members
elected from the same church. k '

(2} One (1) member chosen from each cooperating state; and one (1)
additional member from each state having two hundred end fifty thore.
sand (250,000) members, and another additional member for each
:E;t;mnai two hundred and fifty thousand (250000) members in such

2. The trustees of institutions and commissioners shall be composed as follows :
(1) no change
{2) If the composition of the trustees or commissioners is not determined
by charter requirements, the body of trustees or commissioners shall
be compozed of one (1) member chosen from each cooperating state
and eight (8) local members from the ecity or wicirity in which the
agency i located, but not more than swo (2) local members shall be
chozen from the same church.
MoTE: It iz uikiersioosd Wat all 1ocal membera aftected By thid champe shall serve out their normat erm
or werms far which they are eligble. )
MNOTE: W further moommend that the Comimitier oo Boards be prepaned o implemsont thiy recommenda-

Eﬂu itaérﬁgi with the Sauthern Baplist Coovention in Kopsas Cuty if the recommesdstion i approved by the
DS ETELON .

38. Charles Harvey (La.) presented Recommendations Nos. 5, 6, 7,
8, 9, and 11 (all of a related nature) and moved their adoption.
The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 5
We recommend that Article ¥, Section 2., lines 2, 3, and 4, of the Constitution

3
of the Southern Baptist Convention be amended as follows (proposed changes are
in boldiace italies):
“The term of office for the pregident is limited to twe (2) years, and a president
ghall not be eligible for & reeléction until as much as one (1) year has elapsed
from the time a succeszor is named.

Recommendation No. 6

We recommend that Article VI, Section 2. (4) of the Constitution of the South-
er!; Baptist Convention be amended as follows {proposed change is in boldface
italics) :

“({4) Regardless of charter provisions, no trustee or commissioner shall be

eligible for reelection until as mueh a8 one (1) year has elapsed after the

trusiee or commissioner haz served two (2} full terms.

BRecommendation No. 7

We recommend that Article VII, Section 1. of the Constitution of the South-
ern Baptist Convention be amended as follows (proposed changes are in beld-
face italics) :

“]. The exccutive head of each board, ingtitution, and commission shall be

responsible to the directors for all the work of the agency and zhall carry on

the work as the directors may direct.”

Recommendation No. B

We recommend that Bylaw 2 of the SBouthern Baptist Convention be amended

as follows (proposed changes gre in boldface italics) ;
#g, Notification of Committees: Within thirty (30) days after the Convention
adjourns, the recording secretary shall notify the members of all committees
of their appointment and all ckairpersons of their pesition and furnish each
ofie a ligt of chat committee. The recording secretary shall also notify all board
members, trustees of institutions, and commission members of their appoint-
ment.”
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Recommendation No. 9

. We recommend that Bylaw T (next to the last paragraph on page 9, 1976
Annual) of the Southern Baptist Convention be amended as follows (proposed
changes are in boldface italics) : )

“The committee shall not hominate & person to serve as s trustee or director
who receives any part of kis/her zalary, either directly or indirectly, from the
agency the person would serve, or who would be respenzible for the admims-
tration of funds received from the agency the person would serve. When
such conditions become applicable to a board member, that person shall
tender hiz/her resignation .. .”

Recommendation No. 11

We recommend that Bylaw 12, line B, of the Southern Baptist Convention, be
amended as follows (propoesed change is in boldface italics) :
“Ne member of the committee can succeed himaelf or hersell.”

$9. The time for the next order having arrived, Chairman Dehoney
announced that pending motions would be considered as followa: the
Lawson motion at 2:35 P.M., Tuesday; the Puckett and Privette mo-
tions at 10:55 A. M., Wednesday; the Burriz motion at 10:06 A.M,,
Thursaday.

40, Dean Wilder (Mo.) sang “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.” Vice-
president Nelson then presented President James L. Bullivan for the
president’s address: “Let the Church Reach Out.” Wilbur Harr.ing
{Ark.) led the messengers in prayer fo conclude the morning session.

Tuesday Afternoon, June 14

41, Presession music was presented by Young Musicians Choir,
Firat Baptist Church, Ada, Dk]ghoma. directed by Jo Ann Butler.

42, President Sullivan called the Convention to ordér. J. Eugene
Sutherland (Ky.) led the Convention in singing “O for a Thousand
Tongues to Sing.” William R. Hann (Calif.) led the meszengers in
reading the Seripture. Otis Testerman (Colo.) led in prayer.

43. President Sullivan, having announced prior to the Convention
that he would not be available for reelection for a second term as
president, announced the order for the election of officera—first for
president. H.E. Young (5.C.}) nominated Jimmy R. Allen (Tex.):
Kenneth Balthrop (N.M.) nominated Clifton W. Brannon (Tex.):
Conrad Willard (Fla.) nominated Dotaon M. Nelson (Ala.); Adrian
Rogers {Tenn.) nominated Jerry Vines (Ala.}; T. T, Crabtree (Mo.)
nominated Warren C. Hultgren (Okla.) ; Jimmy Draper (Tex.) nomi-
nated Richard Jackson (Ariz.). SBecretary Kendall gave instructions
about balloting, and the messengers cast their ballots for president.

44. W. Ches Smith, III (Ga.) nominated Porter Routh {Tenn,)
for treasurer. A motion wag voted to elect Routh by acclamation.
Clifton J. Allen (N.C.), recording secretary, was asked to cast the
ballot of the Convention for Routh as treasurer.

45. The Executive Committee report was continued from the
morning session. Martin B. Bradley (Tenn.) made a survey of the
Convention messengers for matters of information. Results of the
survey were as followa:
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e T memm o

The following results are based on the 7,824 messengers who participated.

A Ager E. Tatal membership of current church:

Uad Msle Femaie Total ;ﬂ% Uikder 100
Under 18 25% 8% 250 4 100-199
§s—:5 9.1 - 525% ;_'Eq! 126 200-295
3‘;3;; 9.7 10,9 100} 234 300402
5.3 123 19 122 3.9 300-859
e 156 14.4 150 6.6 1.00Gup
9 144 114 14.2 =L Mot Indicates
i0-18 11.% 12.4 13.0 100.0%
55-19 101 9.8 10
A0 1 1.8 14.] 127
Bot Indicated 05 -3 0.6 5 F. DI you sttend:
1000% W00%  100.0% ' Male Female Totsl
B. 504 Paxtors® Confereres ... 69.4% 148 £38%
- Sex: 19.2% Maba WMU Conference .. 0D TS
06 Nt Indicated B St i %
1o Ering Golemnce o M 3% ud
€. Mode g 'lrmél u;_ larad froen Kansas City: Hurt nlmlicnsud em Iﬂ'.ﬂ ztg zﬁ“.g
7 AT
§0.7 ) x -
"a H %‘:] . Type of sccommodaiions o lum;u Civy:
5 FRI 296%
4.3 Bus 0.0 ﬁ“ﬂl.
% Mot Indicated 31 Home
\ it B
. Yacational arce: 6.5 tHher
Male Female Total 49 Mot Indicated
Chiafch aff ... 2% 11.5% #8.1% .
Home-Foreign 1.7 1.3 i&
Samcintiagal | 2.0 146 4.4 H. l!xllm;ml mw!:l oxpense (0. . and from
Bate ....eoe. 34 1.7 B Kansid
Denomipational ............ 30 1.1 22 183 Lm than $100
Evingelism ... an, LT 4.3 [ X] 5.3 5200
Wifz of obove .. 0.2 1. 231 243 ml-:mu
Hmtlng e A2 12.4 §l 159 $101-a00
“Secular'—other ... 103 105 104 [T} SH0E-3500
Nt Indicated ... 26 13 21 4.8 3501 op
100.0% 100.0% 100.0% 34 Not Indicared
10G0%

*Percens add 10 moee than §00.0 due o multipie smywers,

46. C. Vinton Koons (D. C.) presented Recommendation No. 12
and moved its adoption. The motion pass

Recommendation No. 12

We recommend that Section I, first paragraph, of the Businezs and Finaneial
Plan of the Southern Baptiat Convention be amended as foliows {proposed change
is in boldface italics) :

“Each agency of the Convention shall submit to the Executive Committee for

ita revlere (1) an itemized estimate of its receiptz for the next fiacal vear and

{2} an itemized estimate of its expenditures for the next fiscal year accord-

li:n% to the rule set forth below (Bee Section II-3) for making operating

udgets.l”

47. George McCotter (N.C.) presented Recommendation No. 13
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 13

We recommend that Seetion II-1. of the Business and Financial Flan of the
Southern Baptist Convention, be amended as follows (proposed change is in bold-
face italics) :

“1, Convention Operating Budget

The Executive Committee shall recommend to the Convention an Gperatmg
budget which shall include all expensea of the Lonvention, commitiess, ar
odher items: included in the Convention Operating Budget. The Executive

ann&m}}tee shall alao recormmend to the Convention the source of these
unds.

48. Secretary Routh presented Recommendation No. 14 and moved
its adoption. The motion passed.
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Recommendation Ne. 14

- We recommend that Section II-2. (1) and 2 (2} {e} ¢
Financial Plan of the Southern Baptist Convention be amen
posed changes are in boldface italics) :

“{1) Expenses of Standing Committers,
prove or recommend to the Convention, aiter
reapundgng&e with chairpersons of standing com

appropriated to each of them for the Convention FE?;'-Q ¢ such committees shall

" ¢ i - i3 of expenses of membe .
hé iqﬁi;e;t:?;z:gp‘:‘;?e%nﬁi ?:he c?lﬁirpg?lﬂﬂ before the same shall be paid.”

49, Olan H. Runnels (Mo.} presented Recommendation No. 15
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

5 and

of the Busines (BT

ded as follow3

— The Executive Committee shall ap-

er a personal conference or COr-

mittees, a sum of money to he
L]

Recommendation No. 15

We recommend that Section IV of the Business and Financial Plan of the
Southern Baptist Convention be amended as follows (propesed changes are in
boldface italics) :

“By agreement, all sums collected in the states for the causes fostered by

this Convention will be forwarded a1 least monthly by each state office to the

Executive Committee of this Convention, which ahall act as the disbursing

agent of this Convention, The Execotive Committee shall remit at least weekly

to each of the agencies of the Convention the funds, distributable and desig-
nated, belonging to each agency. The frat distribution in each month shall
be on the seventh day of the month, or the nearest working day thereafter.

The Executive Comrmittee shall make monthly reports of receipts by states,

and of dizbursements by agencies, and shall forward each month copies of

these reports to the executives of the apenciez of the Convention, to the state
offices, and to the denominational papers.”

50. Rodney R. Landes (Ark.) presented Recommendation No. 16
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 16

. We recommend that Section XJI-1., second paragraph, of the Business and
Financial Plan of the Southern Baptist Convention be amended as follows (pro-
posed changes are in boldface italies) :

“Each agency of the Convention shall forward a copy of its audit to the
E;:e-::u‘tn*e Committee as soon as possible, certninly within three (3) months
a,te; the close of the fiscal year, and each apency shall appoint a8 committee
?f # eiuns!ee: fo recommend the appointment of on independent anditor and
o x__tgvr.&:r the oudit. Each annual audit shall include a statement from the
certified public accountant certifying that the accountant has handled and

counted all securities he py i : 3
reprasetitatives of gﬁ: ag?;ie‘;g:’ the agency in the presence of two (8) bomded

51. Paul Craven (8.C.) present . ; . ;
moved its &dﬁpﬁﬁn, The mutigﬂ earrfé.ﬂe‘;ommendﬂtlﬂn ND. 17 and

Recommendation No. 17

We recommend that Section XIII, paragraph 3. of th "

Plan of the Southern Baptist Cnnvemiﬁn bi"?mﬁé.h%'egfaihfﬂmﬂlxa‘_nes-a and Financial

is in boldface italics) : 5 {propoged change
“The securities of all Convention agencies shall be placed ;
vault or & bank or trust company for safe keeping,ps;:tf secio2fety deposit
posited and withdrawn by two (2) bonded representatives nf“;tﬁes to be de-
the manner prescribed by the bank or trust company. In lje, .  SReNCy in
the agencies may deposit all seeurities with the Southern Bap; of this plan
or u trust company which will receipt for and handle them ang & Foundation
for the same.” ' T¢3ponsible
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92. H. Franklin Paschall (Tenn.) presented Recommendation No,
18 and moved its adoption. Kenneth C. Chafin (Tex.) moved to
ameﬁd the recommendation by adding ‘‘and elections” after “all is-
sues” and to omit the last sentence: “The tabulation of the vote on
officers will be announced and recorded only on the request of a
majority of the messengers voting.” Discussion followed by Olen
Nall (Ala.), Harold H. Coble (Calif.), Franklin Owen (Ky.), James
Mathenia (IIL), Richard Beale (Va.), Hugh Wamble (Mo.), and
Max Green (Va.), John Dunaway (Ky.) moved the previous question,
which passed. The amendment was voted. Recommendation No. 18,
as amended, passed. ‘

Recommendation No. 18

We recommend that the Convention Procedure be amended to read as follows
(proposed changes are in boldface italics) :

“Voting : Printed ballots shall be provided each messenger upon registering.

The ckairperson of the fellers shall report the wote to the secretaries. The

tabulation of the vote on all issnes and elections will be announced to the Con-

vention as soon as powsible by the gecretgries.

b8. Brooks Wester (Miss.) presented Recommendation No. 19 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 19

The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention moves that the
Convention, meeting in regular session on June 14, 1977, following up its 1976
resolution on the subject of “Religious Liberty and Tax Regulations,” and in the
light of Internal Revenue Service regpulations of January 4, 1977, defining “in-
tegrated auxiliaries” of churches, conventions, and associations of churches, {1)
declares that, according to basic Baptist belief as expressed in doctrinal state-
ments approved by this Convention in 1926 and 1963, all the agencies (ie.
boards, commissions, committees, and institutions) operated by the Southern
Baptist Convention and deseribed in § 501 (¢} (3} of the Internal Revenue Code
are integral to the religious mission of the Southern Baptist Convention, that
they are controlled by the Scuthern Baptist Convention, that all of their diree-
tors are elected by the Southern Baptist Convention, and that their principal
activity is exelusively religious; (2) declares that, since Southern Baptist Con-
vention agencies exist to serve the churches in keeping with thelr theological posi-
tion, all Convention agencies are “integrated auxiliaries” of the churches; (3)
recognizes that the Internal Revenue Service has not declared that any Southern
Baptist Convention agency is not an “integrated auxiliary™; and (4) directs that
this Convention's officers, Executive Committee, and the Baptist Joint Committee
on Public Affairs take all necessary actions within the framework of assigned
pmgdams and budget to articulate and protect the Convention’s position herein

54. Walter G. Nunn (Ala.) presented Recornmendation No. 20 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation Neo. 20

We recommend approval of the following on the American EBaplist TheoloEital
Seminary Commission: “The 1964-65 ‘agreement’ concerning the American Bap-
tist Theological Seminary has not been implemented and several problems and
uncertainties exist. We therefore requeat that the Executive Committee of the
Southern Baptist Convention work with the Commission on the American Baptist
Theological Seminary and the National Baptist Convention, US4, Ine., to elarify
the relationships the two conventions have with the American Eaptist Theoleg-
ical Seminsry.”
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55. Henry Horrell {Tenn,) presented Recommendation No.
moved its adoption. The motion carried. ’

Recommendation No. 21 u
Execative Committee Southern Baptist Convemuon

! ok rty at
Building Workgroup be authorized to negotiate for the purchase ?l; ngﬁieg;im
604 dth Avenue North (immediately behind the Southern Bapugran_; the Caon-
Building) at a cost not to exceed $250,000 with the funds to come

vention Operating Reserve. i
56. James Graves (Fla.) presented Recommendation No. 22 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

We recommend that the

Recommendation No, 22

We recommend : } )
1. That in keeping with the general plan for 1979-86 adopted by the Conven-
tion in 1975, the fﬂﬁﬂwing Convention emphasis promotion content be approved
for the church year 1970-B0.

THEME: Equipping for Church Advanee*

“The churches were strengthened in the faith, and they increased in
numberg daily” {Acts 16:5, RSV).

1. EQuIFPING LEADERS FOR SERVICE—

Scope: The church discovering, enlisting, and training ita members for
leadership. ‘

Leadership responsibility: Church Council, Sunday School, Church
Training, Church Musi¢, Brotherhood, Woman's Missionary Union, and Evange-
lism, Stewardship, and Church Mitsions committees,

Outeomes:

(1) For church members to become aware of their spiritual gifts and to
Experietice joy in expressing their gifts in the life of the church.

{2} For churches to have made a thorough assessment of leadership needs
for the next one to three years and to have established {or improved)
a plan to provide adeguate training for these leaders,

(3) For churches to have established their role in discovering and enlisting
leadership for the total thurch program and trained the nominating
committee and similar committees to function effectively. o

1. PLANXING TOGETHER FOR GROWTH—

Scope: The church defining its prowth areas. identifvine - .
v kg Erowih goal and GovelepmE Eromiy plagn 71" {88 growth abjec
adership responiaibility : Church Council, Syupg¢ Srha -
Chureh Musie, Brotherhood, Womans Missiﬁﬁa?r;n#%g?fh:glé C];] urch '%‘;ainmg(i
Church Missions committees, R vangelism  an

Outcomes:

{1} Fer church members to have been iy : ; .
. of church planning and the role of i;ll?: g;gib;‘;;ﬁg%ﬂng the importance
{2) For churches to have a functioning church eounei] church planning.
(3) grmr:}t‘y F:}?nmt%gh . o f ' Eving attention to
; ¥or churches ave set poals for 19R0)- 3 ,

. %198'3—%1- h S0-83 with cpecial attention te
{4) For churches to have developed plans f R .

tion to 1980-81. O 1980-83 with special atten-

III. UNDERSTANDING VOCATIONAL MINISTRY -=
Scope: The church understanding the ealling, relationship.

of t{l;sg in E&Gati@na] min_llgitrie?;.h "G . i'S onships, needs, and work
adership responsibility: Church Council, Sunday School.

Church Music, Brotherhood, and Woman's Missionary Union., Chuarey, Tl‘aiﬂi“gi

*A year of prepanniion for Impacy 30's.
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Outcomes:

{1) f; ‘%: churches to be involved in a study of vocational Christian min.
puréfﬁ and to suppert its ministers through appropriate financial sup-
(2) For . personal encouragement, and resources for continuing edueation,
;l‘ vocational Christian ministers to have an improved understanding
01 the roles, relationships, skills, and participations that are eszential
. Io their effective life and work.
(8} For churches to call out those whom God has called and to nurture
A them throughout their preparation for voeational ministry.

2. That the agencies whose promotional programs are pamed above be Te-
uested to faithfull conduct their work in keeping with this plan, and
at they work together in the Inter-Agency Council for its aceomplishment.

3. That in 'order to secure the greatest poszible support for this year of

preparation for Impact 80's, the program of the 1979 annunal Convention be
planned in keeping with the above 1979-80 emphasis theme and plan.

4. That any needed changes in thiz plan be reported to the Convention for

approval not later than June 1978,

57. The Chair recognized A. R, Fagan (Tenn.), executive director
of the Stewardship Commission, to present the report of the Com-
mission.' Fagan commented on the report, which was received. He
then presented recommendations in behalf of the Commission, rec-
ommendations which had originated with the Bold Mission Task
Force, as follows:

The Southern Haptist Convention has accepted the challenge of sharing the
gospel of Jesus Christ with every person in the world by the year 2000, Pro-
viding resources to meet this exeiting challenge will require boldness in prayer
and sacrificial giving on the part of every Southern Baptist. The Cooperative
Program must be the primary channel for providing the financial resources.

¢ therefore make the following recommendations:

1. That the Southern Baptist Convention set a goal of doubling the total Co-
operative Program gifts, from $150,000,000 to $300,000,000, between now and
1982, and double at least two more times by the year 2000. (The Cooperative
Program has doubled twice in the last twenty years—this would require doubling
three times in the next twenty-two years.)

2. That every Southern Baptist be encouraged to reflect bold commitment ta
ﬂ_m financial support of Bold Mission through giving an increased percentage of
his income to his church. That every church be encouraged to place the Coopera-
tive Program in its budget on a percentage basis and that every church and
state convention be encouraged to increase gifts by some %ercentage each year.

3. That the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention work
with the Stewardship Commission in formulating an annual reporting system
for the Cooperative Program. .

4. That the Somthern Baptist Convention assign the Executive Committee of
the Southern Baptist Convention, in keeping with Bylaw 8, the responsibility of
giving strong administrative leadership in promoting and coordinating all facets
of Bold Mission, to insure adeguata promotion, coordination, and funding until
the year 2000, -

5. That the Southern Baptist Convention ask its Executive GCom-
mittea to adopt a single, over-arching prominent theme to Eprnm-ntq the Con-
vention’s world mission goals, and that each Southern Baptist Convention agency
adapt its promotional plans to this common theme.

Each of the five recommendations was moved and accepted, and the
recommendations as a whole was adopted.

5§8. Secretary Kendall reported a necessary second ballot for presi-
dent between Jimmy R. Allen and Jerry Vines. Attention was called
to the fact that the order of buginess included a period on Tuesday
evening and on Wednesday morning for the election of officers. 1t
was agreed to proceed with the election of the recording secretary
and registration secretary immediately after the ballot for president.

- Secretary Kendall gave instructions, and the ballot was cast for

president.
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59. The Chair announced that Secretaries Allen and Kend_an ﬂl:xitti'
requested that they not be considered for reelection. The
was opened for nominations for recording secretary. Ghalﬁ“:%"erté
Daley (Ky.) nominated Martin B, Bradley (Tenn.). Ray E. ho ¢ f
(Ohio) nominated Searcy S. Garrison (Ga.). Ballots were cast 10r
recording secretary. ‘

80. The floor was opened for nominations for registration sec-
retary. John Lee Taylor (Miss.) nominated Lee Porter {Tenn.). D%Vlﬂ
Q. Byrd (Tenn.) nominated Raymond M. Rigdon (Tenn.}. Don Wide-
man (Mo.) nominated Larry Maddox (Mo.). Ballots were cast for
registration secretary. ,

61. The Paul Lawson motion (see Item 15) was called for con-
sideration. He spoke to the motion. William L. Self (Ga.) moved to
give tacit approval of the idea and to refer the motion to the Conven-
tion officers for implementation. The motion passed.

62, The order for resolutions was announced, all to be referred to
the Committee on Resolutions. Charles Foley (Calif.) presented a
resolution “On Pornography as Related to Children.” (See Item 151.)

63. 0. K. Armstrong (Mo.) presented a resolution “On Opposition
to Gambling.” (See Item 151.) , ,

64. Bobbie H. Belcher (Va.) presented a resolution “On Profan-
ity, Immorality, and Violence on Television.” (See Item 151.)

65, Jon Grafton (La.) presented a resolution “On the Shortage
of Energy.” (See Item 138.) N

66. Robert Blackburn (Ga.) presented a resolution “On Housing
Regulations Applicable to Unmarried Couples and Homosexuals,”
(See Itemn 140.) ‘

67. Becretary Routh suggested that President Sullivan be asked to
respond in behalf of the Convention to the greeting received from
President Jimmy Carter. Unanimous approval was given. Routh also
suggested that President Sullivan send the greetings of the Conven-
tion to past presidents—Louie D. Newton and Robert G. Lee—who
were not present for this session.

. 68. Richard D. Patton (Tenn.) presented the report of the Histor-
leal Commission. Lynn E. May (Tenn.), executive director, then
spoke to the report.

69, Mrs. Richard Sappington (Tex.), in response to her request to
speak as a matter of personal privilege, was recognized. She pro-
testf;dga reference to her in Baptist History and Heritage, }EIE 1,
page 24, as inaceurate in that her remarks in the 1974 Convention
e by peaking out against women speaking out.” The Chair as-
sured hﬂr that hEl‘ ’prﬁtﬁﬂt wuulﬂ"h,e fﬂmmunicated*to th Ed.t f
the publication involved. (Note: The information giv IEi-, ;hor e
cm%%iﬂ% sﬁygta;'yshaﬁ_been sent to the editor —C.J.A )Ewen o the re-

. Fresident Sullivan presented W. A, Criswell ¢
closing address of the afternoon sess‘i’ini%‘og;;?ﬁi?] {T?X') for _the
ly Terrell (Tex.), Criswell spoke on “Qur Reason 'fm? Bso_ﬂ by Bever-
W. Sorrill, Jr. (Md.) led the Convention in prayer. eing.” Harold

Tuesday Evening, June 14

T71. Presession music was presented by Southern Baptice o .
Men, directed by James Woodward (Okla.). Baptist Singing
72. Bob Woolley (Mo.) led the Convention in singing « At Cal
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vary.” Ken McFarlane Smith (Va.) led the measengers in Seripture
reading, an Dillon {W. Va.) led in prayer. )

73. President Sullivan read the following message, which had
been sent to President Jimmy Carter, The White House, Washington,
D.C., in response to the greeting received from him:

The Southern Baptist Convention, in its 120th session of its 132nd year, heard
your telegram with gladness in the first moment of its opening session and voted
unenimously authorizing and requesting me as its president fo respond assur-
ing you of our Christian love, deep appreciation, and ceaseless prayers.

Jamea L. Sullivan, President
Southern Baptist Convention

74. President Sullivan read the following message to be zent to
past presidents—HRobert G. Lee and Louie D. Newton:

By unanimous vote, the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Kansas City
in itz 132nd year requeated me to convey to you as former president its apprecia-
tion, bezt wishes, and ceazelesz prayers. ’

James L. Sollivan, President
Southern Baptist Convention

75. The Chair asked for Convention reaction as to the time of the
application of the action that had been taken about reporting the
tabulation of the vote on all issues and elections. No reaction being
expressed, the Chair ruled that it would apply only to votes subse-
quent to the approval of Recommendation Na. 18 (see [tem 52). 7

76. The tabulation of the vote for president was announced: For
Jimmy R. Allen, 5,186; for Jerry Vines, 3,319. The Chair declared
the election of Jimmy R. Allen as president.

77. The tabulation of the vote for registration secretary was an-
nounced: For Lee Porter, 3,355; for Raymond M. Rigdon, 1,508; for
Larry Maddox, 3,018. A second ballot was cast for registration sec-
retary for Porter or Maddox. ,

78. Becretary Routh suggested that the Committee on Resolutions
be asked to prepare a resolution on the hercic act of two pastors in
Kansas City for the Convention, who rescued a hoy from being
drowned in & motel swimming pool, the messengera of course ap-
proving. (See Item 135.) ,

79. Baker James Cauthen (Va.) explained that agreements had
been reached by the executives of five agencies—Woman’s Misaion-
ary Union, Brotherhood Coemmission, Sunday School Board, Home
Mission Board, and Foreign Mission Board-—agreements related to
Missions Education Strategy. The agreements were then read by
the five executives of these agencies, as followa: ) i

(1) That a coordinated Missions Education Curriculum design
bﬁ developed which would reach all the people in Southern Baptist
churches, )

(2) That 2 cooperative strategy be developed for communicat~
ing with pastors and church staff members. )

(8) That a national merchandising plan be developed to inform
Southern Baptistz of the availability of Missions Education materials
and to distribute effectively these materials. o L

{4) That a plan for developing and testing Missions Education
approaches be projected. . . ,

(5) That a comprehensive Convention-wide plan be developed
and implemented which would encourage every church to provide
Missions Education for all its members.
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(6) That the five agencies form a group to develop and ¢¢-
ordinate a comprehensive Missions Educaiion Strategy. sident
80. The floor was opened for nominations for firat vl:ﬁE"P“*%E. her
Gene Watterson (N.C.) nominated Olan Runnels (Mo.). Ron ‘1% ex;_
(Mo.) nominated Milton Morales (Mo.). Ballots were cast for firsi
vice-president. .

81, Second Vice-President Mrs, Carl Bates (N.C.) was asked to
take the chair. She explained the unique nature of the major feature
of the evening program, a combined presentation by the Radio and
Television Commission, the Foreign Mission Board, and the Home
Mission Board on the theme, “Let the Church Reach Out—by All
Means—to All People—Everywhere!” , , ,

82. Secretary Routh presented Fred Gregg (D.C.), the teacher of
a Sunday School class in Washington of which President Jimmy
Carter is an active member. Gregg spoke of the keen personal in-
terest of President Carter in the Bold Mission Thrust of the Con-
vention and, particularly, of recent conversations with the President
resulting in a group of the Convention's leaders being invited to a
c¢onference with the President to discuss ways to enlist a large num-
ber of young people, also clder people, as volunteers for a period of
missionary service. A historic feature of Gregg's presentation in-
cluded a message by President Carter heard by the messengers by
videotape: a challenge to commitment fo our mission task,

. In this connection, Owen Cooper (Miss.) presented Recommenda-
tion No. 23 in behalf of the Executive Committee and moved its
adoption, The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 23

(1) We recommend that the Southern Baptist Convention, working i
ey : | i - . : b 3 £ing 1\ co-
ﬂ?’“ﬁtlﬂ“ with the stale conventions, seek to enlist by 1982 5,000 persons, groups
3 1¢ urches, or churchez who would agree to provide and fund 5,000 mission
ﬂu unteers. who W(Hl!li g0 Tor one or two Years, pither in the United States or
Doevesas, In an effort to reach the objectives of the Bold Mission Thrust. It is
P t{??t the churches will also encourage an increase in Cooperative Program
R Frigitys g‘f’j"‘;‘_‘mﬁe ‘—?;ﬁ;h year and that the churches will seck as a goal
“opperative Program gifts duri in :
prngéu;e%vby melﬁmwar dship Cutﬁmissiﬁ : uring this same period of time az
) & would urge the state mission boards, the Home Mission Board
;‘i’lf, f‘}{:&gifgﬁﬂlﬂgﬁuard. workinﬁ with Woman's Missi;fisriy;s%ggoﬁﬂggst;:ﬁ
lization of these noounday School Board, to join in the enlistment and

utilizaticn of theze v , v : .
¥ear period. e2¢ volunteers to the greatest degrée possible during this five-

{ W )

to Bg}ng;:m:lsut?; Efﬁath“gigﬁp?fﬂ;g;‘;‘i‘zpaég:m?ed °§ fiva (5) state seeretaries,
, ; v Jup & Grgai don; fiv 3 ) ting

five agencies mentionsd in Item 2 (2) nb'cwe;e a:'xd) ‘vi,-rs?gf fﬁg;ﬁf:fﬂ“ of 3,1:

Executive Committee, to be appointy )
. 10 be : ted by t itive Comrit
ther desired members as the WorkEToup mor Ton it CoMmMitice chairman; plus

s > 4 Eronp may few _ Y 3
to the September Executive Lommittes gleetiﬁ;céleg‘hi}:;@ 1]?’ be named o bring
aEf:tnatg. enlist, and finance this mission activity, and ’tﬁf{’f‘ and programs to

xecutive Committee be named as the chairman of the workgrmfpchmrma“ of the

83. An effective audiovisual feature pres -
every person in the world shall have E;:hé Tﬁ‘;‘;‘grge Challenge “that
gospel of Cahn_st!: in the next twenty-five years, ang ?}llty to hear the
entation of this message, the biblical faith be ma@igt in the pres-
men, women, and children can understand the clajy 5 2 that all
has on their lives” (from the report of the Missiong Chanru& Christ
mittee of the Convention, 1976). ) Allenge. Com-
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84. The Chair announced an offering to assist i raying the
_ : « ‘ t in defraying the
‘Exgﬂnse of thg program just presented, i yine
. 85, Following special music by Southern Baptist Singing Men,
smging ';F'rlor}' Lo Hizs Name,” Frank Pollard (Miss.) apoke on the
subject, “The World God Loves.” Bruce Gardner (Idahe) led the
Convention in prayer to conclude the evening session.

Wednesday Morning, June 15

88. Presession music was presented by the Weiuca Road Baptist
Church Choir, Atlanta, Georgia, directed by Jack Gantt. P

B7. President Sullivan called the Convention to order. Jack Gantt
{Ga.) led in singing “To God Be the Glory.” Lloyd E. Batson (8.C.)
led the messengers in reading selected Scriptures. Calvin M, Bailey
(Penn.-N.J.) led in prayer.

B3, Secretary Kendall reported the tabulation of ballota for of-
ficers: For rEcm_-dmg secrelary—Martin B. Bradley (Tenn.), 4,841;
Searcy S. Garrison (Ga.), 8,100, For registration secretary—Lee
Porter (Tenn.}, 4,253 ; Larry Maddox (Mo.), 2,758. For first vice-pre-
aident—Olan H. Runnels (Mo.), 3,656; Milton Morales (Mo.), 8,652,
The Chair declared the election of Bradley, Porter, and Runnels for
the respective offices,

89. Secretary Kendall reported that 15,605 messengers were en-
rolled as of the preceding night.

90. The Chair opened the floor for neminations for second vice-
president. Philip H. Briggs (Tex.) nominated Ron Stone (Ky.).
Gene Garrizon (Okla.) nominated Richard Sutton (Kan.). Howard H,
Avltman (Miss.) nominated John F. Gibson (Ga.). Ballots were cast
for second vice-president. )

91, The Chair recognized Daniel R. Grant (Ark.), chairman of the
Committee on Resolutions, for the first report of the committee, By
common consent, it was agreed to limit debate to three minutes for
each person speaking, and to have alternate viewpoints presented
in order. Grant commented on the work of the committee and the
procedure to be followed in presenting resolutions for consider-
ation.

92. Alvin W, Wood (Alaska) presented Resolution No. 1 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Resolution No. 1—0n Appreciation of the Host City

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention iz enjoying the gracious hos-
pitahiﬁ of Kansas City for the fifth time, and

WHEREAS, The facilities of Bartle Hall are of exceptional quality and have
served well the needs of this Convention, and , ]

WHEREAS, The city officials and other civic leaders, the Police Department,
the bus and taxi operators, and the management of hotelz and motels, all have
apared no effort in assisting the messengers in the work of this Convention, and

WHEREAS, Baptists of the Kansas City region, working under the leadership
of Olan Runnels, chairman of the Local Arrangementas Committee, have served un-
tiringly in providing the necezsary supperts for this meeting, and

WHEREAS, Midwestern Seminary faculty and students have graciously
Eiven so freely and untiringly of their time and energy to wake this Convention
& success, and )

WHEREAS, The newspapers, radio, and television personnel have boen excep-
tionally gracious in their coverage of the activities of this Convention.

Be it therefore Resolved, that we express our profound gratitude to all of
thesa who have contributed so much to the enjoyment of our visit and the ef-
ficiency of our work,
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93, W. Morgan Patterson (Calif.) presented Reselution N
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Southern Baptists are blg.ssed wtighlman.‘f capable leaderz. Some ©
; ‘onvention this eventful year, . -
haE&uﬁgeif‘]}fuﬁ?1?;::]15;&5 brought hu;moir to the office of president. Elected v:Fmt’.
vear ago, he has chosen not to accept a second term. But this does not {nhs;nf a;dr
detract from the work he has done for the (.;c-nventmn.f_’rudent, faithful, "?%Igd
prophetic, he has carried the Southern Baptist banner high and has provi
sound interpretative and devoted leadership. Southern Baptists will always re-
3] ] g Bervices. .
mt%ﬁ;ﬁﬁﬁ. Nelson has brought dignity and distinction to the office of first
vice-president, Mrs, Myra Bates, the second woman to be elected a vice-president
of the Convention, has given us leadership with charm and vitality. The Conven-
tion expresses its deepest thanks for their services. . .
Clifton J. Allen has been the tirelesz and exacting recording secretary mince
1965 He haz provided immaculate records and has heen faithful to the endless
detailz of his office. Southern Baptists are grateful for his work and his loyalty.
Fred Kendall has been the registration secretary since 1964. His organization
and management skills have served Sowthern Baptists well in the tedious and
often thankless task of registering messengers. The Convention tenders to him
itz sincerest gratitude, . B
We wish for these five distinguished leaders—Sullivan, Bates, Nelzon, Allen,
and Kendall—great happiness and success in the years ahead.

94. Mrs. Leroy Parker (N.C.) presented Resolution No. 3 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed, (See [tem 19.)

Resolution No. 3—0n the American Bible Society

WHEREAS, The Scouthern Baptist Convention continues to make the Word
of God central in its mission and ministry of leading men, women, and children
to a saving knowledge of Jesus Christ, and

WHEREAS, The American Bible Society provides an essential worldwide
service for all people through the translation, publication, and distribution of the
Scriptures, especiaily for the Southern Baptist Convention’s Bold Mission Thrust,
in Chinese, Korean, Japanese, and Spanish as well as English, and

WHEREAS, We appreciate that thousands of members of Southern Baptist
churches are American Bible Society volunteers serving in their community by
promoting the uze of American Bible Society prodused Seriptures, and

WHEREAS, We recognize that the American Bible Soelety and the other
members of the United Bible Societies continue to produce local language trans-
lations of the Scriptures similar to the Good News Bible to make the Word of
God more accessible to people around the world.

Be it Resolved, that the messengers of this Convention encourage all state
conventions, aseociations, and churches to be bold in their reading and sharing
of the Word of God, and
. Be it finally Resolved, that we encourage our ehurches to support the Amer-
ican Bible Socriety with their congtant prayerz and gifts to ensure that an ever-
increasing supply of the printed Word will become available to all people in the
language they speak and at a price they can afford.

95. Joe Burnette (N.C.), in behalf of William L. Self, chairman,
%gﬁu:;;}:id the Eepngt ?f t&e {i.‘-génamitte; on Committees, naming the
Ittee on Boards for the 1978 session ]
ita %déoﬁéiﬁz;. }‘he motion passed. (see pago 845), and moved

- Larl Duck (Tex.), chairman of the Committe ]

presented the report of the committee, noted a eﬁrreetioix ?E b];gar%s,
in the printed list, and moved its adoption. The motion Passad made

97. President SBullivan recognized a group of fourteén R,
bassadors, read their names, and commended them on ho:,'_al Am-
ceived the Service Aide National Award, based on at leagt apalE re-
of service in one's church and community. 50 hours

98. John Rasco (Tex.), chairman of the Annuity Boarg

f the best

+ WAS rap.



PROCEEDINGS 43

ognized for the presentation of the report of the Board. He spoke of
the purpose, responsibility, and achievements of the Board and then
presented Darold H. Morgan (Tex.), president of the Board, to speak
to the report. Morgan introduced new staff members and directed at-
tention to a visual presentation on the acreen.

99. Secretary Kendall reported the tabulation of the ballot for sec-
ond vice-president: Ron Stone, 721; Richard Sutton, 2,026; John F.
Gibaon, 1,763. A second ballot was cast for second vice-president,

100, The Chair recognized Tommy Jones (Ga.), chairman of the
Home Mission Board. He presented William G. Tanner (Ga.), ex-
ecutive director of the Board, who was elected to his position during
the past year. Tanner spoke to the report of the Board.

101. Vice-President Nelson recognized Baker James Cauthen
(Va,), executive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board, to present
the report of the Board. Cauthen apoke to the report, stressing the
urgency of the world missions task. He then recognized James R,
White (Ala.) to present the response of the Board to a matter re-
ferred to the Board by the 1976 Convention, namely, the provizion of
financial and other assistance to Southern Baptists working in Can-
ada (see Annuel, 1976, Items 24, 104, 110, and 129). White stated
that the Board appointed a committee to explore the matter in
depth. This committee involved representative Southern Baptist
leadera for coneultation in the formulation of the report, alzo Bap-
tist leaders in Canada. White moved adoption of the recommendation
of the Board, which had been printed in the Convention Bulletin.
The motion passed.

The Foreign Mission Board recommends that the Southern Baptist Convention
reaffirm its 1968 action, namely:

1. We recognize the freedom and the responaibility of Christians as in-
dividuals and as churches to seek the extension of their witness through fostering
the establishment of new churches and other media of advance for the gospel.

2. We recognize and respect the autonomy of each church and each Baptist
bnd% in its withess and work for Christ.

he Forelgn Miszion Board further recommends:

1. That all appropriate Southern Baptist Convention agencies be permittad
and encouraged to give assistance and resource help to all Bapiist churches, as-
sociationg, and organizations in Canada as requested in keeping with Southern
Baptist Convention agency program statementz and with appropriate consulta-
tion between agencies. .

2. That no worker whose salary is paid wholly or in part by any Southern
Baptist Convention agency shall encourage any Baptizt church in Canada to
affiliate with Southern Baptist work. . _

3. That in responding to requests for assistance of whatever nature, ap-
propriate efforts be made to cultivate fraternal and cordial relations with all
Canadian Baptists with a view to growth in Christian love and grace and ef-
fective witness in the name of Christ.

102. Paul M. Stevens (Tex.}, president of the Radic and Televi-
gion Commission, presented the report of the Commission. He recog-
nized James W, Waters (Ga.), chairman of the trustees of the Com-
mission, In speaking to the report, Stevens stressed the unique and
almost unlimited means to go forward in making known the message
of the gospel through radio and television. A motion passed to receive
the report. | | 7

103. Secretary Routh, in behalf of the Convention, presented
gtatements of appreciation to the retiring officers of the Convention:

President James L. Sullivan, Vice-Presidents Dotson M, Nelson and
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Mrs. Carl Bates, and Secretaries Clifton J. Allen and W. Fred Ken-

dall. . | ‘
104. Secretary Routh called attention to Recommendation No,
24 of the Executive Committee and moved its adoption. The motion

passed.

Recommendation Ne. 24

W. Douglas Hudgins, former president of the Foreign Mission Board and
former ¢hairman of the Executive Committes, has been ssked by the Foreign
Mission Board to represent them in a specipl presentation of appreciation to be
made by the Japan Baptist Convention in Tokyo, the latter part of July. ﬁ
" We rejoice in this representation by the Foreign Mission Board and ask that
Hudgins not enly he autherized to accept the presentation on behalf of the
Southern Baptist Convention a: well as the Foreign Mission Board, but that he
also be asked to extend warmest Christian greetings from the Southern Baptist
Convention to the Japan Baptist Convention.

105, Secretary Kendall reported the tabulation of the ballot for
second vice-president: Richard Suiton, 2,266; John F. Gibson, 1,814,
The Chair declared the election of Sutton, )

106. The pending motion of R. G. Puckett (Md.) was called for
consideration (see Item 14), Discussion followed by Puckett, H. H.
Hobbsz (Okla.}, and T. T. Crabtree (Mo.). The previous question was
ima;red and voted. The motion to amend Article V of the Constitution
ost.

107. The Chair called for consideration of the pending motion by
Coy C. Privette (N.C.}. {See Item 16.) Discussion by Privette and
Presnall H. Wood (Tex.) followed. A point of order was made, to
which Arthur L. Walker, Jr. (Ky.). parliamentarian, was asked to
respond. Robert D. Lewis (Calif.) raised a point of order, that the
motion was redundant as involving a poliey now in effect. The Chair
ruled the motion in order in that it contained the element of public
intention, hence a difference. Ray Allen (Va.) and Kenneth Chafin
(Tex.) spoke to the motion. Franklin Owen (Ky.) moved to refer
the motion to the Execuiive Committee to study the matter and
bring a report next year fully explaining the policy now in force and
Eeagmr‘nenc! any changes toward possible further openness which the
i_:ommgttee s judgment dictates. James Mathenia (Ill.) raised a ques-
tion, There was a call for the order of the day. The Chair allowed a
mation for the previous question, which was voted, The motion to
refer lost. The Chair ruled that the fixed order must prevail and that

debate on the pending motion would 1) ]
Hon sermon. gn oculd resume following the Conven-

108. The Convention joined in a period of worshi Th ieuca
Road Bapﬁmt Church Fhair, directed by Jack Gantt, Sggg‘ aneag:‘iée-
zémex_xt of “Amazing Grace.” Duke K. McCall (Ky.) read from the
seriptures, Hebrews 11:32ff, William L. Self {Ga.) preached the
Convention sermon on the subject, “For Such a Time as This » ‘

109. Following the Convention sermon, Carl Bate
4 M 3 N ’ b * atEs N
that, in view of the impact of the sermon on the mégég'} "meg
the (}ixed gciI'Edu{f 1;?‘:' %emgnarg' luncheons, the ccnsidé&atioiel;ff at]l}:;e
pending motion be the hrst order at 10:05 A M.. Thu -
tion passed. M., Th"rgﬂ&& The mo-

110. Robert Bateman (Ohic) led in praver, conclud;
ing sessjon. prayer, concluding the morn-
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Wednesday Evening, June 15

111, Presession music was presented by Kansas City Massed
Choirs, directed by Duncan Couch (Mo.). ' : ¥y Mas

112. “rEE]E L_ Fﬁ. i 3 _ : g £ 3 z TR 14
Praise Thee, D{}nﬂ," rbiz (Mo.) led the messengers in singing “We

113. Vice-President Nelson called the Convention to order. Thom-
ag Sherrill (N.D.) led in the reading of the Scriptures. Milton Morales
(Mo.} led in prayer.

~ 114. President Sullivan presented past presidents of the Conven-

tion, The following were present: J. D. Grey (La.), Brooks Hays
(D.C.), Ramsey Pollard (Tenn.), Herschel Hobbs (Okla.), K. Owen
White (Ariz.), W. Wayne Dehoney (Ky.), H. Franklin Paschall
{Tenn.), W, A, Criswell (Tex.), Carl E. Bates (N.C.), Owen Cooper
{Miss.), and Jaroy Weber (Tex.).

116. The theme of the evening program was, “Let the Church
Reach Out . . . by Preaching, Teaching, and Witnessing!” The major
feature, “The Challenge of Preaching and Teaching,” was presented
by the six seminaries and the Sunday School Board. The many facets
of the work and ministry of these institutions was presented by the
following persons: Wilbur W. Schwartz (La.), Jeanette Clift George
(Tex.), Duke K. McCall (Ky.), A. V. Washburn (Tenn,), Fred M.
Grege, Jr. (D.C.), Grady C. Cothen (Tenn.), and Andy Anderson
{Tenn.}. The format and content of the program resulted from the
gkills and participation of many other persons. To preach the good
news and to teach the way of Christian diacipleship are the heart of
the church's mission. The program presentation focused on some of
the ways by which the seminaries and the Sunday School Board
undergird the churches in their effort to carry out their mission.

116. Vice-President Nelson recognized Carolyn Weatherford
(Ala.), executive director of Woman's Missionary Union, and Glen-
don McCullough (Tenn.), executive director of the Brotherhood
Commission, for a combined presentation of “Every Believer a Wit-
ness into the World.” Stress was placed on Bold Mission Thrust in
education for missions, which will demand bold giving, bold teaching
and training, bold mission action, bold commitment fo career mission
service, and bold church loyalty. A special feature, illustrative of vol-
unteer service, was the report of Don Wennerberg, an optometrist of
DeFuniak Springs, Florida, and Mrs. Wennerberg, who described a
recent trip to Honduras to deliver 800 pairs of glasses to needy people
there. Wennerberg, a ham radio operator who makes daily contacts
with missionaries around the world, made contact with missionaries in
Honduras and Chile, so that the Convention messengers heard prayer
requests from these countries. The presentation of the Woman's Mis-
sionary Union and the Brotherhood Commission ended with a 2olo,
“He's Got the Whole World in His Hands.”

117. An offering was received to assist in defraying the expenses
of the program.

118, William E. Hull (La.) was presented for a message on “The
Gospel, the Power of God unte Salvation.” Hull spoke following spe-
cial music by Kansas City Massed Choirs, directed by Duncan Couch.
Prayer, closing the session, was led by Richard Rogers (Mich.).
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Thursday Morning, June 16

119. Presession music was presented by Combined Handell
Choirs, Houston, Texas, directed by Merrill Luman. . . .44 ihe

120. Gene Bartlett (Okla.) led the messengers in singing |
Cross” and “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing.” or William

121. President Sullivan called the Convention to order. 1E13m
D. Hillis (Md.) led in the reading of the Scriptures. Ted Sisk (Ky.)
led in prayer.

122. Presnall H. Wood (Tex.), chairman of the Sunday SChﬂQ]
Board, was recognized to present the report of the Board. It was re-
ceived as information, having no recommendations. Wood recognized
Grady C. Cothen (Tenn.), president of the Board, whe introduced
staff personnel: James Clark, Robert Fulbright, Lloyd Householder,
Dessel Aderholt, Howard Foshee, J. Ralph McIntyre, and Elaine Dick-
son. Cothen then discussed financial and other aspects of the Board's
work and ministry. He also answered questions from the flioor, giving
specific information in response to questions raised.

123. The Chair called for the reports of the theological seminaries:
Southern, Southwestern, New Orleans, Southeastern, Golden Gate,
and Midwestern, Duke K. MeCall (Ky.), representing the six semi-
naries, presenfed the reports. He called special attention to the ap-
proaching retirement of Harold K. Graves (Calif.}, president of
Golden Gate Baptist Theological Seminary for the past twenty-five
years. Graves was greeted by each of the other presidenta with a
word of commendation to which he responded with appreciation, Me-
Call commented that the greatest risk confronting Southern Baptists
iz a spirit of independaney on the part of people who want to use
the name of Southern Baptists when expedient apart from a com-
gntt:l‘e?t to be obedient to the demands of the mission of Southern

apiists. .

124, Ben C. Fisher {Tenn,) presented the report of the American
Baptist Theological Seminary Commission. Mra. Constance W. El-
liott, bursar for the Seminary, spoke to the report.

_125. George E. Bagley (Ala.}, chairman of the Education Com-
mission, was reepgnized_tn present the report of the Commission.
He moved adoption of the report, and the motion passed. Ben C.
Fisher (Tenn.), executive director of the Commission, spoke to the
report. Comments were added by George E. Capps, Jr. (Tenn.) of the
Commission staff, emphasizing the atress on missions and the training
tgi:;?%iitmnal church workers in the program of the work of the Com-

126. President Sullivan recognized Holli II (T
elected during the past year as t}g;g executivessgérigpﬁrf;'tgg E‘Ec‘,ll‘ftz;:ér)ﬁ
Baptist Foundation, to present the report of the Foundation Johnson
spoke to the report, giving information about the work of t'heDFoun;
f;g:an and stressing especially the investment services of the Founda-

127, The order for miscellaneous business arri
a telegram from the Youth Church Tmm?ﬁ;‘ggﬁ‘;‘n“e Chair read
crest Conference Center: “A record attendance of 3 4;3 tihe iage
for our messengers as they elect a new president for the“sﬁﬁﬁgﬁ

relates {5 the
ette motion (g, Items

Baptist Convention and conduct other business as it
kingdom's work.”
128. The consideration of the pending Priv
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16,ﬁ39? 107) was the first order. President Sullivan reviewed the
ﬁa l‘fr‘ A% now before the body. He suggested a possible simplification:
<€ A1vision of the motion and the elimination of the last paragraph
a8 essentially redundant due to the policy already in effect. The
mover of the motion objected but moved a division of the guestion,
The motion passed to divide the question, The pending motion be-
fore the bedy related to the first section. Vernon Treat (Tex.)
moved the previous question. The motion passed. The vote on the mo-
tion, by messengers standing, was not certain, so that the vote on
the first paragraph was taken by ballot. A point of order was raised
by Vernon St. John (Ala.) as to whether a matter involving a
change in the Business and Financial Plan and requiring a two-
thirds vote for approval was in order on the last day of the Con-
vention. The parliamentarian advised that the matter was in order
in that it had been introduced the day befores and was carried over
as a special order; also that it would require a two-thirds vote for
approval, The Chair =o ruled.

129. The second part of the motion, the approval of the last sec-
tion, became the order. Amos Greer (Ark.) offered a substitute
motion: “That the various agencies and institutions of the Conven-
tion make the information in gquestion available to the executive
secretary of the Executive Committee and that churches and indi-
vidual Baptists be furnished this information upon request.” H. H.
Hobbs (Okla.) asked if the second part of the Privette motion con-
tradicted the first part. The Chair declared the substitute motion
in order. Becretary Routh questioned whether the amendment, involv-
ing the Executive Committee, would wviolate Bylaw 9 (i). The
Chair declared the motion in order from the standpoint of the Execu-
tive Committee serving the agencies. Harold Proctor {Ga.} moved
to amend the substitute motion, to read *That full information be
furnished to any cooperating Southern Baptist church submitting a
written request duly signed by the chureh’s clerk concerning . . .” Dis-
cussion followed by Lamar Wadsworth (Ga.) and Gerald Williamson
(Tex.). A messenger on the floor (from Opp, Ala.) moved to table
the matter until next year, The motion lost. The Chair ruled that the
motion to amend the substitute motion was out of order since the
Business and Financial Plan provides that information be available
to “cooperating Baptists” (individuals)} instead of “‘churches.”
Charles Harvey (La.) opposed the substitute motion. The vote was
taken on the substitute motion, and it losi. The parliamentarian ad-
vised that a simple majority, not a two-thirds majority, would apply
to the main motion since it involved no major change but confirmed
an existing policy. The motion to approve the last part of the Privette
motion passed: “That full information be furnished upon request to
any member of a cooperating Southern Baptist church concerning
any specific staff position, according to the guidelines listed above,
and that salary scales according to position be furnished upon request
without reference to individuals holding particular jobs in the organi-
zation.” (Item 16—Ilast part.) _ )

130. The time for the order was extended by three minutes. Dick
Onarecker (Tex.) moved “that, by the voice of the larger body of
Southern Baptist messengers, the Education Commission be re-
quested to encourage schools and colleges which bear the hame of
Southern Baptist to adopt a statement of purpose which will reflect
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. , s nspired
the following criteria: (1) That the Bible be respected as the insplix®
Word of God, and that its teachings be accepted as the Er{teg; ?;}icsltgi
fining lines by which educational policy, conduct codes, and ‘-‘b formed
tive decisions affecting the institution and its witness will E’WDr d m:
(2) That the arts and sciences will be taught in light of the ¥ the
God, and that the Word will be professed to be without er :]"3‘1', or o
influence of outside philosophy. (3) That the faculty and a .mmﬁi“'
tive staff will be sought from among evangelical professing born-
again Christians who support and are in sympathy with the Baptist
Faith and Message as adopted in 1963." The Cl}mg,ruled that the
motion would be referred to the Education Commission for consider-
ation and report on the basis of Bylaw 17. . 3 , ,

131. Carolyn Weatherford (Ala.), executive director of Woman’s
Missionary Union, was recognized to present the report of the Union.
She spoke to the report and presented Mrs, Harrison Gregory (Va.),
president of Woman's Missionary Union, who commended Woman's
Missionary Union leaders from severs! states for the superior quality
of work in those states and presented plaques to them in appropriate
recognition, , .

1832. William E, Handy (Miss.), chairman of the Brotherhood
Commission, presented the report of the Commission. He then recog-
nized Glendon MeCullough (Tenn.), executive director, whe spoke to
the report. He introduced Hideri Immaru (N.C.), who spoke of the
contribution of Royal Ambassadors to his life and his commitment to
that work. The Chair dec)ared the reception of the report.

133. Daniel R. Grant {(Ark.) was recognized for the szecond re-
port of the Committee on Regolutions, He expreased appreciation for
the work of the members of the committee and the staff assistance
of Albert McClellan (Tenn.).

134, Conrad R. Willard (Fla.) presented Resolution No. 4 and
moved its adoption. The motion paszsed. {(See Item 20.)

Resolution No. 4—0n World Hunger

WHEREAS, Hunger and malnutrition are a fact of daily life for millions of
penple in this world: and

WHEREAS, Many Southern Baptist churches have historically responded to
the h‘ungrg and needy of cur world; and

WHEREAS, Many Scuthern Baptist agencies are working in various forms
of education and mizsion action concerning hunger.
 Therefore be it Resulved, that we refer to the Executive Committee the need for
a current report on present world hunger conditions,
. éie AI;. lfmther Resolved, that the Executive Committee be responsible for a
; i:i :fgac ung;ge:};teirs_mgthem Eapnts:t Cu;we?tiag may help meet thizs rising crisis,
giving ration to a convocation of related agenes i
inter¢sted peraons in Southern Baptist Canventtang:hugei"n:;r%entatwes and other

135. B. G. Crewse (Idaho) presented Resoluti .
moved itz adoption. The motion paagsed. {See Iterst? ggl?n No. 5 and

Res;:_ﬁi;; gf:s.g §—0n Commendation of the 8aving of a Life

-EEAS, Duane White and Raymond Whetstone tw ,

messcnigers o (he Southern Gaptiss Convention, exemplies e o ware

n ihe resd obhy D. Smith, Je. fr i Wing i '

swimming pool. ’ om certain drowning in & lacal motel
Be it therefore Reszolved, that thiz Convention ; . ;

commenduation for their efferts in saving the ?bﬁth'r; ﬁ}‘gmﬁﬁ its APpreciation and

136. W. Morgan Patterson (Calif.) presented s
and moved ita adoption. The motion ps}.slgd.; (See 112?:?021};?;9“ Ne, 8
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R K ir »
€s0lution No. 5—Qp the IRS Definition of an “Integrated Auxiliary” of a Church

P EF i -
am:;mﬁ,f‘_“h&s._ The Internal Revenue Sarvice on January 4, 1077, issued rules
ending § 1.6033.2 of the Income lations in order to def “int
grated auxiljn e e Income Tax Regulations in order to define an “inte-
"HERF & {°f & church, convention, or association of churches, and

define the AS, In 50 doing the Federal Government has attempted, in part, to
of dgtermf;ﬁ’&‘?‘““ and role of a church and has assumed for itself the funetion
of t%ﬁﬁhmch?iu?at which is mot an ageney integral to the religiong migsion
. WHEREAS, The First Amend » the Constituti '~ tes
forbids gover hment from maki;; E;‘:]jtks?ist h;ésgﬁ:};?tgzn egiaiu‘ilfsh??e]:ﬁdﬂfs t?e!if
glon or prohibiting the free exercise thereof, and

WHEREAS, The Supreme Court of the United States has held in numerous
cases Fhﬂlt Eﬂ'ﬁi’:’ﬂ'm{&nt Tﬁty i’!&ithcr aid nor inhibit religion and may not become
excessively entangled with religion, and

WHEREAS, The amendments to § 1.6033-2 of the Income Tax Hegulations have
a chﬂll!:z iﬁ‘actl on rghgggﬁt, s;.-rve to inhibit religion, and lead to excessive gov-
ermnment entanglement with religion, )
. Be it therefore Resolved, that the Southern Baptist Convention, meeting in
lt&' 1977 ar}nuai 5835101 in Kansaa City, Missouri, express its grave concern over
th:; violation of the Constitution’s guarantee of separation of church and state,
un

Be it further Resolved, that it finds the amendments to § 1.6033-2 of the In-
cnrr_nEtTax“Reglgaitmnﬁ defining an “integrated auxiliary” to be unacceptable both
seriptiurally and legally, and , )

That, it request tbe’Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs to make this
Convention's opposition known to the President, the Commissioner of Internal
Revenue, the Congress, and, as appropriate, the judiciary.

137. W. Morgan Patterson (Calif,) presented Resolution Neo. 7
and moved its adoption. The motion passed. (See Item 17.)

Resplution No. 7—On Religious Liberty and Employment Practices

WHEREAS, The Federal Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EE-
OC) filed, on May 24, 1977, a svit in the United States District Court in Fort
Worth, Texas, againgt Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary for failure to
execute and file EEQC Form &, according to EEQC repulations, which requives
specific data on Seminary employees, with particular reference to sex and racial
compesition of Seminary personnel; and ,

- WHEREAS, The United Statez Congress amended the Federal Civil Rights
Act of 1964 (42 U. 8. C. Sec. 20003-1) in 1972 (P. L. 32-261, 92nd Cong.) to pro-
vide that the Equal Employment Opportunity Aet of 1964

“ghall not apply to . . . a religious corporation, association, educational in-

stitution, or zoeciety with respect to the employment of individuals of a par-

ticular religion to perform work connected with the carrying on by such
corporation, association, educational institution, or soctety of its activities,”

an
WHEREAS, Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary is an eduecational
ingtitution with a distinctively religious purpose, is a duly incorporated bedy, is,
according to its charter currently 1n force, “under the patronage, general diree-
tion and control of the Baptist denomination of the South as represented by
the Southern Baptist Convention, which Convention may eatablish articlea of
faith and permanent laws for said Seminary” and shaill elect trustees who are
“memberz of regular Baptist churches in coopperation with” the Convention, and,
as stated in Seminary Bylaws, “is owned, operated, and controlled by the Southern
Baptist Convention,” and 7
WHEREAS, The United States Supreme Court has ruled that ane of the
“avile" against whish the No Establishment Clause of the First Amendment was
designed to afford protection is Government's active involvement with religion or
religious institutions, such invelvement being an entanglement in which cither
Church or State intrudes into the other's precincts; and _ '
WHEHREAS, The Court has ruled that the Free Exercize Clause of the First
Amendment withdraws from Government, Federal or State, the exertion of any
restraint on the free exercise of religion, and prohibits any invasion of religious
liberty by eivil authority; and . C o T v
WHEREAS, The rigi’:t of a religious institution te discriminate on religious
grounds is essential to the institution’s protection of its religiots purpoze and
tha preservation of its religious character; and
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WHEREAS, EEQC cannot demand, verify, vr utilize data on E““‘fei!nrhagfé
or other characteristics of employees of chu;_chmelat@dImsfliut.gﬁ; -
entering into a centinuing, intimate, and excessive ‘?‘Rt‘gng]"%m":‘f with =
stitutions, tending to infringe or actually invading réﬁgmu&q! e}v;;g. Baptist Con-

De it therefore Resolved, that we, messengers to the 1‘“°ut’ ‘E:nwhwéj pi——
vention in unnual seision op June 16, 1977, express our aarm illitﬂ rtéligiuﬂs in-
w3 to be EEOC's unwarranted and unconstifufional intriusion 1 RiELs !
titutions and organizations. ) . . . ;
= Tti;;?gwe p!er.%ga our Sup%tﬂ OS %guth}vistierr’:} iﬁm:&‘aﬂr?bji‘}: fi:.:feisig‘higi
he Seminary's religious rights an e rig X elLre o v
.igfaéﬁméﬁﬁguan. igfnanced “from private funds, has a constitutionally-protected

lace in our country. e
b ;Iﬁ‘.hat i!; urge iur pastors and Jay members to be Valer!..hto tllxe sthbl;eatjmfég
religious liberty dramatized by EEQC’s suit and to express themselve: h P :
officials who serve in the legislative and executive hl;anches of Government, e, th

That we request the officers and staff of this Convention and, es;:gma df'r ng
Baptist Joipt Committee on Public Affairs to represent our interests and con-
cerns in this matter.

138. Hunter Jones (Tex.) presented Resolution No. 8 and moved
itz adoption. The motion passed. (See Item 65.)

Resolution No. 8—0n Energy and Nalural Rezources _

We acknowledge that God created all that has been created, which includes all
patural resources he provides for our use. 7 )

God also charges us to be good stewards with all he places at our disposal,

We support our national leaders in their research and development of domes-
tic energy including wise distribution of all natural resources. .

I+ is alsp our praver that our leaders will be endowed with wisdom to
develop a national policy which will be eguitable to ali citizens.

139. B. G. Crewse (Idaho) presented Resolution No. 9 and moved
its adoption. (See Item 29.) Discussion followed by Robert Randolph
(3.C.), Ron Vert {Mo.), Gary Holder (Mo.), T. M. Duke (La.), Rob-
ert D. Lewis (Calif.}), Jack House {Ala.), and Jim Anderson (La.},
who moved to amend the resolution to include: ¥To instruct the Exec-
utive Committee to send a message of support and congratulations
to Anita Bryant because of her stand and signal victory over the
homosexual element of Dade County, Florida.” The Chair ruled the
amendment out of order on the ground that it called for action (the
nature of a motion) instead of stating a position (the nature of a
regolution). Duniel Grant moved the previous question. The motion
passed. Resolution MNo. 9 was adopted.

Resolution No. 3-~0On Homosexuslity
WHEREAS, The precipitous decline
continues at an alarming pace, and

lgious aceertarice for Pomcsexsaliy ond Sesns mooal belcEal, Tociah, and e
of persenal dignity, and £ Y ehavior at the expense
wo;ﬂl—[ﬁ%{i@ii‘%ﬁ T’ ;1.& _5;1;-:3'33 t::sf Lthn%g s_.dvgt:ating such deviant moral behavior
ol chitdren in pi:z,rtiac:&arr?:fd'aung consequences for family life in general and

WHEREAS, The radical acheme to subvert the sacred pattern of mapri i
o WHEREAS, radical sel Xk sacr : rriage in
112114!13-3; :Lii;gamed formidable momentum by portraying hﬂmus'exua]ity a;gnnl‘-
 Now therefore be it Resufved, that the Southern Baptist Cogve
in Kansas City, Missvuri, June 14-16, 1977, reaffirm E:.hlé firm ’g::;;'i‘ira[ ‘
on homosexuality paszsed in Norfolk, Virginia in 197¢ and commengd A ,{’Emlulmn
and other Christians during the recent veferendum in Miami, Finr;dm : Brya!_lt
couragecus stand against the cvils inherent in homesexuality, # for their
Be it further Resvlved, that we show compassion for GVErY pers .
society regardless of lifestyle, and earnestly pray for the redemption of ﬁ? ﬁén our
raons.

of moral integrity in American society

ntion mesting
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d140. Alvin C. Shackleford {Tenn.) presented Resolution No. 10
And moved its adoption. The motion passed, (See Item 66.)

Resolution No. 10—0On Human Rights and Certain Mizapplications

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists have historically held a biblical view of the

sanctity of life and have placed a relentlesg emphasis upon freedom of conscience
for all, and

WHEREAS, In many places of our world today our brothers and sisters in

Christ suffer religious persecution or other abridgements of the {ree exercise of
their faith and the dictates of their conscience.

. .Be it therefore Resolved, that we reaffirm our belief in the free exercise of
religion asz determined by a free conacience, and that we oppuse any diserimina-
tion, legal or otherwise, against any individual based upon race, age, gender, or
nationality, and that in reaffirming our oppesition to such discrimination, we
also express our opposition to all governmental efforts to define discrimination in
sach a way that ridiculous extremes, repugnant to the Christian faith and life,
become the law of the land, such as the legalization of homozexnal marriages,
permitting homosexual couples to adopt children, prohibiting father-son banquets
or single-sex choirs, requiring sexually integrated housing and restroom facili-
ties, requiring governmentally financed housing to be made available to perzons
living in adultery or fornication, prohibiting a draft law that applies to men
un};f,ﬂ and we urge all citizens to be active in opposing the adoption of zuch public
policies.

141. Mrs. Leroy Parker (N.C.) presented Resolution No. 11 and
moved itz adoption. The motion paased. (See Item 81.)

Resgolution No. 11—On Tortore
WHEREAS, Evidence of the reality of torture and its proliferation is un-
deniable even in our contemporary world, and

WHEREAS, Torture is a sign of spirvitual death and leads to increased moral
blindness, producing fear, hatred, violence, and war, and debumanizes both the
torturer and the person tortured.

Therefore, be it Resolved, that we the messenger: to the Southern Haptist
Convention, aszsembled in Kansas City, Missouri on June 16, 1977, do hereby con-
demn any use of torture as a sin against God and a crime against humanity.
We affirm that torture demonstrates the very opposite of love and violates the
will of God revealed in Jesus Christ.

142, Mrs. Claude Kirkpatrick {La.) presented Resolution No. 12
{see Item 26) and moved its adoption. Al Englemann (Calif.) moved
to amend the resolution by adding te the third paragraph: "we
oppose any governmental ageney withholding or threatening to with-
hold funds from public-funded agencies that require parental consent
or parental knowledge before dispensing medication or devices, and”;
also changing “sale” to “distribution” in the fourth paragraph. Chair-
man Dehoney called for the order of the day. A messenger moved
to suspend the order of the day. The motion lost. The Chair stated
that consideration of the resolution would be resumed at 2:15 P.M.

143. Secretary Kendall reported the fabulation of the vote on
the firat part of the Privette motion (see Items 16, 39,'107, 128) : Y:es,
3,447; No, 2,061, The majority being less than two-thirds, the motion
lost. (See Items 16, 107, 109, 128, 129, 147.)}

144. Gene Bartlett (Okla.) led the messengers in singing “He
Keeps Me Singing.” President Sullivan introduced the period of wor-
ghip. Following a solo by Forbes Woods (Ariz.), Richard Jackson
(Ariz.) spoke on the subject, “By His Spirit.”” Doy Jones (Kan.)
led in prayer to conclude the session.
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Thursday Afterncon, June 16

145. Presession music was presented by a group of musicians in
the %ifiﬂ Etl‘. ezzﬂgelism: Margaret Allen (Okla.); Connie Tﬂﬂd ){*u‘}‘:ﬁ:
Ware (Tex.); BeveIEIy ?eg%!){Tﬂeﬁi)éetéim( ﬁ:a}lglg}i {Wizie::hﬂuse
Buice (Ga.); Jean Hiott (3.C.); bil L 2 S }d Toanne

.} : Pat Roper (S.C.); Chuck Kennedy (Mo.); Bob an ne
lgﬁ'?igtt IOR]aj}; Iferb Hcéltson ﬁf‘) ;( gnrc;oﬁ D. Watson (Mo.);
irley Taunton (Tex.) ; and Sam Allen (Tex.). ,
Shllilfg.TI{éntBit.éiker {Mo.) led the Convention in singing Oanfﬁ;
dan’s Stormy Banks.” Don Moore (Ind.) led in the readlﬁg o T
Scriptures. Keith Stanford (Ill.) led in prayer. A aolo by Rosemary
H&af:{ fgigiﬁght Sullivan explained the reason for the twnjthlrd_gc
majority vote applying to the first part of the Privette motion (ll-
involved a change in the Business and Fmanmal Flan) and a simple
majority applying to the Set‘::;md part (it was essentially a confirma-
tion of a present requirement).
148 IE}’1:&:3ichz:ﬂi; qE':ullivan recognized the pages who ]:lad served
at the Convention and commended them on their outstanding service,

149. Consideration of Resolution No. 12 was resumed. Daniel
Grant stated that the Committee on Resolutions hgd accepted an
amendment by Al Englemann and incorporated it into the resolu-
tion. The committee also accepted other suggeaiged changes by mes-
sengers and incorporated them into the resolution: to change - has
begun to permeate” to “has permeated”; to insert “unmarried” be-
fore “minor-aged children.” An amendment was ruled out of order
by the Chair. A subatitute resclution was moved by Howard g{egl
(Ky.} but lost. Resolution No. 12, incorporating the changes indi-
cated, was adopted.

Resolution No. 12—0n Permissiveness and Family Planning

WHEREAS, The permissiveness of the so called new morality has permeated
our society and has affected even our churches, and _

WHEREAS, We believe that the rights of the family are being infringed up-
on when informsation, medication, and supplies are being furnished the unmar-
ried minor-aged children without parental consent.

crefore be it Resolved, that we catl upon elected and employed government
officials to work toward the return of parental or guardian control of minors in
the matter of gexual information and devices, and we oppose any governmental
agency withholding or threateping to withhold funds from public-funded agencies
that require parental consent or parental knowledge before dispensing medication
or devices, and .

Be it further Resolved, that we oppose the distribution of birth control de-
vices to minors except with parental or guardian eonsent. '

Furthermore, be it Resafved, that we ask our churches ta apeal out against this
permissiveness of the new moraliti and, under the leadership of pastors and
parents, supplement and reinforce the sex education taught in the home in order
to strengthen the biblical teachings of chastity
MATTISEE VOWE,

150. J. Thomas Bryan (Tenn.) presented Resolution No, 13 and
maved its adoption. John Wilder (Mo,) moved to amend the resolution
by omitting the last paragraph and adding the “summary" para-
graph “On Abortion” in column three, page five, of the Bulletin for
the day. The amendment was ruled out of order SINCe it inygly
change in a resolution adopted by the 1976 Ccnven’tmn. The ¢
was opposed, and a motion passed to sustain the ruling of ¢
Wilder then moved a substitute resolution. The previous qy

before marriage and fidelity to

e
1€ ruling
he Chaijr.
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moved and voted, The substitute motion loat, Resolution No. 13
was adopted, (See Item 21.)

Resolution No. 13—0On Abortion

Eesolved that this Convention inst i
adepted by th Convention reaffirm the strong stand against abortion

/ the 19?§ Convention, and, in view of some confuszlon in interpreting
part of this resvlution we confirm our strong opposition to abortion on demand
and all governmental policies and actions which permit this.

(The 1976 resolution on abortion is as follows:

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists have historically held a biblical view of the

sanctity of human life, and
. WHEREAS, Abortion is a very serious moral and spiritual problem of con-
tinuing concern to the American people, and

WHEREAS, Christians have a responsibility to deal with all moral and
spiritual igsuez which affect society, including the problems of abortion, and

WHEREAS, The practice of abortion for selfish non-therapeutic reazons wan-
tonly destroys fetal life, dulls our society's moral sensitivity, and leadsz to a
¢heg;;leni.ng of all human life, -

Therefore be it Resclved, that the messengers to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention meeting in Norfolk in June, 1976 reaffirm the biblical aacredness and
dignity of all human life, including fetal life, and )

‘Be it further Resolved, that we call on Southern Baptists and all citizens of the
nation to work to change these attitudes and conditions which encourage many
people to turn to abortion as a means of birth control, and
~ Be it Turther Regelved, that in the best interest of cur society, we reject any
indiseriminate attitude toward abortion, as contrary to the biblical view, and

Be it further Resolved, that we also affirmm our conviction sbout the limited
role of government jn desling with matters relating to abortion, and support the
right of expectant mothers to the full range of medical zervices and personal
eounseling for the prezervation of life and health,)

151, Daniel Grant presented Resolution No. 14 (see Item 63) and
moved its adoption. 0. K. Armstrong (Mo.) moved to amend by
gtriking “gambling in all forms” at the end and substituting ‘“that
we express vigorous oppesition to gambling in all its forms, and es-
pecially to the efforts of the gambling industry to legalize gambling
by state and national laws; and that we commend members of our
legislatures and of Congress who take a stand against the evils of
legalized gambling and support them in their defense of public moral-
ity.” The amendment passed. Resolution No. 14 az amended was
adopted.

Besolution No. 14—Om Christian Morality
WHEREAS, We are surrounded by many indications of declining moral,
ethical, and spiritual standards in our nation, and, ] )
WHEREAS, This lowering of such standards has resulted in the porirayal in
masa media of immoral and questionable practices as normal lifestyles, and,
WHEREAS, There is an urgent need for Baptists and other conterned
citizens to stand for high moral principles. . L
Be it therefore Resolved, that the Southern Baptist Convention in Kansas
City in June 1977 urge our churches and their members to give strong support
to our Christian Life Commission's leadership in protesting televigion's use of
illicit sex, casual violence, alcoholic promotion, materialism, vulgarity, and pro-
fanity. .
Eg it finally Resolved, that we reaffirm our continuing opposition to such im-
moral practices as pornography, obacenity, child abuse, and the exploitation ?f
children in pornography, and that we express vigorous opposition to gambling in
u]l its forma, and especiully to the efforts of the gambling industry to legalize
gambling by state and national laws; and that we commend members gf our
legislatures and of Congress who take 3 stand against the evils of legalized
gambling and support them in their defense of public morality.

152 Chairman Dehoney moved an extension of time by five min-
utes, The motion passed.
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153. Daniel Grant moved approval with respect to three rE.‘.'iﬂ!u‘
tions as follows: (1) That the Claud O'Shields rezolution on a Mmi
istry to the Blind (see Item 28) he referred to the Sunday Scl}lﬁﬂ
Board and the Home Mission Board. (2) Concerning the James
Wesherry resolution on Sabbath worship (see Item 25) that we ré-
affirm the 1976 resolution on Observance of Sunday as a Day of
Worship and Physical Renewal. (3) That the Nell Shotwell resolu-
tion (see Item 27) on Senior Adult Sunday be referred to the
Southern Baptist Convention Committee on Denominational Caiendan
The motion passed. Grant then reported on resclutions not cpvered
by the resolutions submitted to the Convention for consideration, as
follows:

(1) With reference to O. K. Armstrong's regolution on Baptist colleges, we
make no recommendation as the author requested. It does seam to the committes
that the resolution is more appropriate to the state comventions that own
colleges, than to the Southern Baptist Convention. (See Item 22,) (2) With
reference to the Allen W, Graves resolution on Korean Christians, the commitiee
has no recommendation at this time (see Item 28). {2) The other resolutions
offered to the Convention are covered in the resolutions submitted by the Com-
mittes.

154. Edwin E. Burris (Mo.) moved that the motion he had of-
fered (see Item 13) and still pending be referred to the Chriatian
Life Commission. The motion passed. )

165. Chairman Dehoney, for the Committee on Order of Business,
moved that Jesse Fletcher (Tenn.) be the preacher for the Conven-
tion Sermon in 1978, with Gene Garrison (Okla.) as the alternate.
The motion passed. Dehoney later reported to the secretary that the
committee had named W, J, Revnolds (Tenn.) music director, though,
through oversight, his name was not announced to the Convention.

156. Becretary Allen moved that the recording secretary be au-
thorized to incorporate in the Proceedings, in addition to matters
printed in abbreviated form in the daily Bullefin, the record of the
other essential matters which were a part of the program and order
of business, making necessary changes to insure clarity, accuracy,
and consistent form, and that these Proceedings thus corrected become
the official record of the actions of the Convention. The motion passed.

157. Robert 5. Denny (D.C.), general secretary of the Baptist
World Alliance, was recognized to present the report of the Alliance.
He presented Betty Smith (D.C.), who spoke of the Ninth Baptist
World Youth Congress in Manila in July, 1978. Mra, Harrizon Greg-
ory (Va.) emphasized the Fourteenth Baptist World Congress in
Toronto in 1980, Ronald Goulding (D.C.) and James L. Sullivan
(Tenn.) spoke of the work of the Division of Evangelism and Educa-
tion, emphasizing both Bible teaching and evangelism,

158, J ames E. Wood, Jr. (D.C.), executive director of the Publie
Affa;rs Committee, presented the report and spoke to it, stressing
giedéi;;:mven'}alt of t%tlf Baptist Joint ﬁgmmittee lnn Public Affairs

g with urgently critical issues affecting religious libertv ane
the separation of churceh and state. ¢ tberty and

159, The fixed order having arrived, President Sullivap intro-
duced Andrew J. Young, Jr., United States Ambassador to the United
Nations, who had been invited to address the Convention He read
passages from Ephesians 2 and Romans 8. He stressed that the

in its need and conflict and desperation is a part of our stewg aond

rd Ship
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of responsibility as Christians. The messengers expressed appreci-
ation by standing and hearty applause,

160. Jack Harwell (Ga.) presented the report of the Committee
on Baptist State Papers, in behalf of Chairman H. Franklin Paschall
(Tenn.), and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON BAI'T[ST‘ STATE PAPERS

Some of the most illustrious names in Southern Raptist history are directly
and significantly related to the promotion of Baptist siate papers. Who can forget
the ringing call of George W. Truett, L. R. Scarborough, E. C. Routh, and
Loute D. Newton to Southern Baptists to support Baptist state papers with in-
creasing fervor and decpening devotion? Your Committee on Baptist State Pa-
pers considers it an honor and privilege as well as an awesome responsibility to
follow in their train. They believed, and s¢ do we, that the work of Southern
Baptists will prosper to that extent it is articulated and supported by these
papers. It is still true that no other publication among us can do what Baptist
state papers have done, are doing, and, pray God, will always do.

_ Whatever vital issue confronts our Convention, it is eclarified and expounded
in the Baptist state papers. Beloved, let no one be mistaken, the influence of
theze papers is far reaching and constructive,

From its beginning, the Committee on BRaptist State Papers has been con-
cerned with eirculation. The combined circulation of the nineteen Baptist state
papers in 1940 was 190,683; in 1945 it had increased te 547,254; by 19556 to
1,187,444 ; and by 1965 to 1,540,250, In 1876 the total circulation was 1,852,826,
The goal of two million readers by 1980 gives us a challenge which we must face
in this Convention. The best response we can make to this challenging goal is to
get Baptist state papers into more church budgets. Every church which in-
cludes its Baptist state paper in the budget prospers from it, Louie D, Newton
has said to Baptists of Georgia that if a church will include The Christian Indesx
in its budget for one year, and if at the end of that year the pastor and the
people feel that it has net been worthwhile, if they will send him the bill, he
will pay what it has cost the church. His testimony is that he has never been
asked to pay a bill, »

Your Committee on Baptist State Papers, therefore, recommends that:

{1) We hold before us the goal of two million in cireulation by 1980;
(2; we profit from the readership survey which is now underway by the
Research Services Department of the Sunday Scheol Board: y
{3) thiz committee be continued to stady the resuliz of the survey and é;,a
make further recommendations for the improvement and enhancement
of the ministry of Baptist gtate papers, L
H. Frankiln Paschall. Chaimias
Glen Braswell ‘
Richarst Jackson
lolian Peotecost
Apdigw W. Tampling )
- James L. Builivan, ¢% officie

161. Forrest H. Siler (Okla.), chairman of the Christian Life
Commission, prezented the report of the Commission and recognized
Foy Valentine {Tenn.), executive secretary, to E-resent ree_ummenda—
tions {which had been printed in the Convention Bulletin) of the
Commission. Valentine read the recommendations and moved their
adoption. George Kelly (W. Va.) moved an amendment, to add a final
paragraph. This was agreed to by Valentine. The motion to approve
the recommendations passed.

CHRISTIAN LIFE COMMISSION RECOMMENDATIONS
ON TELEVISION AND MORALITY

Televizion possesses tremendous potential. Like the printing press and the
automohile, telggisinn ean be uzed for either good or had. Southern Baphsts re-
joice at the contributions television has made to American life while we lament
the damage that television has done. Scuthern Baptists have a responsibility to
help harness televigion’s potential for maral geod and to help cheek ita potential
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for moral evil. The Christian Life Commission of the Southern Baptist Conver-
tion, in acrordance with its program responsibility for Christian morality
velopment, presents five recommendations. . ' 4 i

(1} We recommend that the Southern Baptist Convention now courageousiy
confront television’s meral ehallenge. This moral challenge is being flung Et tus
by socially ivrespensible television policy makers, profiteering advg:rt:sers.cgl Y-
shirking public officials, and most of all by apathelic television viewers. ! in§-
tians fail God and fall short of his purposes for us when we tolerate television’s
trash. Moreover, television fails us and it fails itself when it drur_nps. into our
homies a steady stream of illicit sex, easual violence, aleohol promotion, material-
ism, vulgarity, blasphemy, cursing, and the dead-end netion t .ES‘, EVELYONE 51?011!&
“gat, drink, and be merry” {Luke 12:19) for "tomorrow we die” (1 Cor. 15:32).
Let Southern Baptists courageously confront television’s moral ‘chal_lenge.

{2) We recommend that the Southern Baptist Convention encourage our
churches to begin in August carefully to utilize the Christian Life Comnuzsion’s
special study materials being mailed to every pastor, along with other trust-
worthy resources, to evalunte the impact of television on our lives, our families,
our churches, and our society. Let Southern Baptists evaluate television's impact.

{3} We recommend that the Southern Baptist Convention give its support to a
gpecial effort in all Southern Baptist churches throughout the month of Septem-
ber to encourage cur members to exercise careful moral judgment regarding tele-
vision, determining in advance which programs to wateh and which programs
not to wateh in the knowledge that if we do not control television, television will
eontrol us. Christians cannot indiscriminately give television our eyes, our minds,
and our time because our God 1s a jealous God whoe will have no other gods befare
Him {(Ex. 20:2), and believers have "one Master, even Christ” (Matt. 23:8).
Let Sounthern Baptists use moral discernment regarding television.

{4} We recornmend that the Sonthern Baptist Convention encourage our people
to uze the month of October for special communication with those who are re-
gpongible for television programing. (A} Communieate with the advertisers who
will pay attention when Christians buy produets whose makers sponsor good
programs and rvefuse to buy products whose makers spongor bad programs. (B)
Communicate with network officiala: pray for them: write them: ecall them;
reason with them; plead with them; commend them for the good; hold them
responsible for the bad; and remember that ancient Rome at first had no earthly
intention of paying any real attention to the early Christians. (C) Communicate
with the local television station officials; write them; eall them; visit them; share
both your moral support and your moral outrage with them; and remind them
of their moral obligation to the community, (D)) Communicate with your Sena-
tors and Congreszperson, the chalrman of the Federal Communications Commiz-
sivm, and the chairman of the Federal Trade Commission to plead for their sup-
port on behalf of the rising tide of public concern for morality in television pro-
graming, Let Southern Baptists communicate our convictions about television,

(5) We recommend that the Southern Baptist Convention, especially during
the year immediately ahead, encourage our churches and our peaple to act to-
gether and in cooperation with others who share our deep moral concern about
current tElEfls_mn programing to bring about needed changes in television,
Seuthern Eagtl&ts bossess awesome moral power but we cap accompligh the ob-
Jective of substantially improved television programing much more guickly and
fa"h_' through a strongly united witness, Let Southern Baptists umite with each
other and with others in a concerted effort to support the good and to eradicate
the evil in television,

Television representz an immensely important aspect v i
perately needing Southern Baptists’ nf;orai p.falt and Srgﬁgl oll;g‘hmt?dﬂlg éfﬁthdeﬁ
ﬁl&?sfgsfgé&ii‘ic ‘iﬁs;f:hern ;‘3;;};{;;1is.Ifs&~ ba;ct m::w. Let Southern Raptists make a

i1, 3 s1ve, isitlve, uml , Vis tirniztic effort . ich
God and for pooi. P . » Visible, aptimistic effort to affect television for

. "“That the Southern Baptist Convention, through the Christian L; :
sioty, commends the producers of the 'W’Dnderfulg World of Di‘;::gc;frif:ii%mm‘;;
NEC (and/or ABC and CBS), but suggests that since Southern Baptists b ]?

in Church Training and Sunday evening worship serviees this Qxi‘eliénf ehm]ve
some family program be aired on Friday or Saturday evenings” (Kellyy, ' whole-

162. Ginger Chandler (Neb.) chairperson of the Committee
on Denominational Calendar, presented the report and moved adq
tion, with changes to be made. The motion passed. — atop-

a
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163. The Convention sang “We've a Story to Tell to the Nations.”
The Chair presented William W. Pinson {(Tex.} to speak on “Our
World and the Gospel.” He stressed that the Bible says, reach out to
everyone with concern for the whole of life; he then suggested ways to
accomplish the {ask., Raymond Lan (Hawaii) led in prayer to con-
clude the afternoon session.

Thursday Evening, June 16

164. Presession music was presented by the Kansas City Metro
Baptist Band, directed by Phillip C. Rosey (Mo.)

165. President Sullivan called the Convention to order for the
final session, William J. Reynolds led in singing “Lead On, O King
Eternal.” Robert F. Woodward (Va.) led in the reading of the Serip-
tures. Mrs. Leroy Parker (N.C.) led in prayer.

166. The Chair allowed A. Denniz Duncan (Mo.} to give notiee
that he will introduce a motion at the 1978 Convention to change
the Convention Procedure to allow more time for the discussion of
matters of business, including resolutions and motions,

167. President Sullivan presented to the Convention the officers
e.lected to serve for the coming year, also the members of their fami-
lies present with them: Jimmy R. Allen, president; Qlan H. Runnels,
first vice-president; Richard Sutton, second vice-president; Martin
B. Bradley, recording secretary; Lee Porter, registration secretary:
Porter Routh, treasurer.

168. President Sullivan recognized Warren C. Hultgren (Okla.)
to present Recommendation No. 25 of the Executive Committee. He
moved its adoption, and the motion passed.

Recommendation No. 25

We recommend that the Convention recelve the following report on Missions
Challenge: »

Ome year apo the Southern Baptist Convention approved fifteen recommenda-
tiona of the Missions Challenge Committee. Recommendation Ten said:

10. That the Executive Committee work with the two mission boards, the
two missionary educational organizations, the Stewardship Commis-
sion, the Bunday School Board, and the seminaries to secure full imple-
mentation of these recommendations, to coordinate denominational mis-
sionz goals and action plans looking toward the Z1st century; and that
the Executive Committer report for the group periodically for the next

 five years on progress made in achievements in misaions,

Following is a summary of aetions taken during the first year. This is a con-
denzation of a B0-page rcport prepared by the agencies and available in
limited number from the Southern Baptist Cohventioh Executive Committee.
The report presented here covers alt of the recommendations approved by the
Convention. The numbers in parentheses refers to the recommendations adopted
last year. They are not in sequence, but are grouped to facilitate casier under-
standing.

Recommendations of a General Nature: '
To give every person tn the world opportunify to heer the gospel in the next
25 wears (1). The Foreign Mission Board is developing a plan to do its part
country by country in presenting the gospel to every person in the world b‘y the
ear 2000 A.D. The Home Mission Hoard has made detailed “Bold Mission
hrust” plans as far ahead as 1985 and generat plans to the year 1899, The
concerns of all the agencies toward missions challenge is veflected in a summary
statement by the Sunday Schopl Board: “Every plan, activity, purchase, sale,
roduct, field engagement, periodical, or computer must be seen as part of the
Board's effort to bring men to God through Christ.”
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To reaffirm the place of the local churck in misgions(2). World missions SuC-
ceeds or fails in keeping with local church commitments. Without interest in mis-
sions, prayer for missions, and a deep involvement in local missions, the kingdom
af God will net flourizh, In the vears immediately ahead we can expect jﬂ- see
vita] mew programs in missions education, a revival in starting new Sunday
schools and churches, and involving lay persons in world mission ministries.
Moreover, this year and next, emphasis will be placed on preaching on muasions.

To call upen all the churehes to teach the biblicul revelation ef Chrishan
stewardship, and to press toward the ideal of a 50/50 division for the Coopera-
tive Program(6). Baptists belisve that missions is not an option. To be complete
a church must commit itself to missions, learn about missions, send its sons and
daughters as missionaries, pray for the missions fields, and give to missions. In
support of these convictivns Woman's Missionary Union and the Brotherhood
Commission are inereasing stewardship emphasis with regpect to missions n
their curricula, the Sunday School Board is devoting a major part of its 1980-
1986 curriculum to stewardship and miasions, and the seminaries are incorporat-
ing Stewardship Commission materiale into courses offered to future church
leaders. The Stewardship Commission is also working steadily toward zecuring
wide recognition of the 50750 ideal. , o

To call upon all the agencies, churches, and state conventfons to unile &
viahle and dynamic program for calling out the celled(15). The Convention it-
self iz stressing this idea in the great Thursday night commitment service. The
Brotherhood Commission and Woman’s Missionary Union are working in the
local churches and summer camps with state conventions and associationz to
secure emphasis on calling of the called. Renewed emphasis on the called in the
World Missions Conferences is being promoted by the Brotherhood Commission,
Weoman's Missionary Union, and the mission boards. The mission boards are also
placing heavy stress on short-term commitment and the use of special skills in
missiorn work on the mission fields.

To reaffirm the yeurs of Bold Missions (77-79)—Let the Church Reack Qut
(13). For two vears the churches of the Southern Baptist Convention are
emphasizing Hold Missions, The program is as follows:

AL T.hrqugh Bold Witnessing. Each church
—with a prociaiming event in the church and in one other community:
beyond the church :
—with one new mission action (witnessing-ministering) activity
—with a new congregational extension
—boldly enlisting adults in Bible study (Sunday schoolz).
B. T&r-n_r;gh Hﬁ.’{i Commrutting. Each church
—with 3 day of ¢commitment to bold mission on the first Sunday in
October, 1977 : e
—seeking ut least one mizgion volunteer
—condl_lctmg a churchwide missivns prayer retreat which emphasizes
Prayer ‘partners,_v?luntegr and career missions activity
——enlarging the giving base by inereasing the number of committed
stewards ]
—inereasing Caopwgtiye Program contribution each year
—~identifying for missions involvement persons expecting to travel and
and live abroad
—setting beld goals for Lottie Moon and Annie Armstrong offeri
: ttie ] rong offering.
C. Throuph Bold Teaching. Each church ¢
—providing church missions Night Out activity
—having at least ene churchwide study of foreign missions and another
of home missions, using the graded series
——hgvg a number equivalent to total church-elected leaderz receive the
Christian Development Diploma
—tooperating with jthe assoeiation in 4 world mission or Bible conference
—=(eveloping a mission information center in the church library, and
—each pastor preaching a mission sermon once a moenth and isguing in-
vitation o missions service. '

To the Two Mission Boards:

To elarify migsions objectives(8), Both mission boards have developed Jon
range jj»'Eam?q setting forth their priorities. The “Total Missions Thrustgt ID? -
Foreign Mission Hoard stipulates goals of the year 2000. Among these. role

missionuries, work in 125 countries, 10,000 lay volunteers, tenfold mu1ﬁptff,a5£gg
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of ﬂhl_-lﬁ:heg maijor ' . . .. .

vastly increaged re O Tadio. ani solerion, e retticn o R
gﬂﬁlsntiﬂda and world hunger. The Home Mission Board has get bold missions
and wil] E;E_}'@ar 1999, Thess center in “evangelizing” and “congregationalizing”
publica'tiongcg?m‘]?niﬂt&d to the churches through sophisticated audiovisuals and
an's Missionary %;ii?nday School Board, Brotherhood Commission, and Wom-

2 d’f*‘ml'w_' and apply new crealive paiterns for misston work(3). Both boards

M’e‘m“ﬂ;ve'i In numérous new projects. Typical of the Home Mission Beard's
are: a New approach to the central city in Baltimore, Maryland, new procedures
for training mission interns in the seminaries, a population penetration plan for
work in etbnie groups, and use of the computer in coordinating lay activities.
The Fore;gn, Mission Board is stressing new metheds in church development, a
new emphasis on research, and continued cooperation with others in the wide
uga ;f lﬂrmfn in missions activities. ) )
. 1o develop opportunities for long and short term involvement of laypersons
. missiong wiistry (7). Hundreds of persons are salready involved )i’n vtgllgxteer
ay missions, These inelude Journeymen, US 11, summer missionaries and retired
persons. The two boards, Woman's Misgionary Union, and the Brotherhood Com-
mizsion are working together to cstablish a computerized personne]l data hase
for instant aecessibility of names of persons to meet specialized needs. This
emphasis will be greatly accelerated in the years shead. The Brotherhood Com-
mission iz plangung to frain volunteers for disaster relief projects in effective
ways to withess and minister. ,

To work with other agencies to use their specialists in missions projects(11).
The cooperation of the agencies includes wide use of the Stewardship Commission
specialiats, Sundag School Board church edueationsl specialists, Education Com-
mission higher education specialists, and seminary, missions, and theologieal
specialists hy the Fo‘re‘ign Mission Board. Both board: make wide use of the
ggliherhaad and Woman's Missionary Union personnel in direct mission involve-

To secure a betier cooperative witness to internaltonals in America, in-
cluding atudents and seamen tn tempovary vesidence(12). The Foreign Mission
Board is working with National Student Ministries to find new patterns for lay
involvement of students in foreign missions. The two mission boards together are
secking to establish communication and ccoperation between home and foreign
fields, An example iz the publishing hoose in El Pasp that supplies Spanish
literature for both foreign and home fields. The Home Mission Board is searching
for further ways to use Foreign Mission Board resources in Home Mission work,
Ome example is consultation in Spanish-American work, The Home Mizsion Board
ir seekihg ways to strengthen its mission ministries in 30 major ports of the
United States and iz developing a stronger miniztry to internationals in Wash-
ingten, D.C. A communication system s being developed between the port min-
istries, foreign missionaries, and foreign national conventions to secure follow-
up on contacts made in the United Statea. During the last year the Home Mis-
sion Board has engaied in a resettlement of refugee Vietnamese in the United
States. {The Brotherhood Commission and Woman's Missionary Union are alzo
engaged in international mission projects.)

To the Two Mission Boards, Women’s Missionary Union, Brotherhood Commission,
and the Sunday Schogl Board: .
To discover and implement a broader based missions edwcation program in
the churches(5): and fo ztrengthen biblical wnderstanding of missions{4).* The
ve agencies mentioned in recommendations 4 and 5 of the Missions Challenge
Committee Report heartily aceept the challenge to reach all Southern Baptists
with missions education. These agencies are committed to close coordination and
mutual planning in order to get maximum use of our resources in effective com-
munication with Bouthern Baptisis about missions. Representatives of these
agencies agreed in a meeting In September, 1976, on a Eroc.ess for developing
glfna for increazed emphasiz for missions education. Thia plan, briefly iz as
ollows:
a. Conduct s Missions Education Think Tank to glean ideas {(done in
Februal'?: 197?). :
b. Develop a strategy for missiona education (February-July, 1977).
¢, Secupe review and approval by the respective Boards of the five agencies
{July, 1877-January, 1978).
TReporing Mre meets requirementy for reponing ast fonh in Recomeendasion 4 and (3,
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d. Present the strategy to the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Com-
mittee { February, 1078).

¢. Present strategy to Southern Baptist Convention {June, 1978},

f.  Begin implementation of strategy (June, 1978 with full implementation a8
quickly as schedules permit).

g. Review strategy and incorporate into next planning eyele 19B3-86 {Sep-
tember 1980-June 1882].

The process iz running shead of schedule. A steering committee has held
four meetings to monitor progress on the planning process and to outline the
strategy. A Missions Education Think Tank was held February 23.24. The fifty
persons representing every phase of Southern Baptist Convention life provided
u rich repository of ideas for better mizsions education. In addition, the separate
staffs of the agencies are at work on ways to develop and implement the
strategy. We expect to present the overall plan for missions education to the next
meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in June, 1978, and we think the
Conventivn will be thrilled at the innovations proposed.

Meanwhile, each of the agencies is deeply grateful for the mood of missions
exXcitement abroad in the Convention, and ie doing its hest to match thig zeal with
helpful plans for miszions education and involvement. We ¢all the churches’ at-
tention to several exciting hew ecducational and invelvement projects that are
part of our coordinated proposals for Bold Missions, 1977-79,

To the Two Mission Boards and Seminaties:

To work together to strengthen the academic ond clinicgl programs for train-
ing thoze dedicated lo mizsion sevuire(9). Southeastern Seminary is reviewing its
curriculum to secure a stronger missions emphasis for the next 25 years. Golden
Gate Seminary is esoperating with the Home Mission Board in establishing new
churchez and to develop experimental church programs in Christian social min-
istries in the urban setting. Southern Seminary has established a task force to
explore new missions curriculum possibilities with the two mission boards. New
Orleans Beminary has used Home Mission Board peraonnel in teaching miszions
and evangelism courses in the seminary. Both mission boards have conducted
correspondence with the seminaries on thiz recommendation,

Te the Committes on Order of Business:

To give major portivn of time in 1977 and 1978 to BOLD MISSIONS—Lat
the Churck Keach (hit—The Kansaz City Convention, with its emphasiz on miz-
siong ie an effort of the Committee to respond to this recommendation.

To the Stewardahip Commisgion:

- To work with the churches oud state conventions to achieve the ideal of
$0/50 distribution to the Cooperative Program. The Commission has (1) estab-
lished a Bold Missionz Task Force on the Cooperative Program to secure bet-
ter understanding, {2) called a conference of staff members and state secretaries
to discuss the question of Cooperative Program divisioh, and {3) stepped up
Cooperative Program promotion in an effort to secure better support for missions,

169, The entire evening program was aimed at challenge, com-
mitment, and consecration. It was planned under the leadership of
Jesse Fletcher (Tenn. ), assisting the Committee on Order of Business.
Around tpe theme, “Bold Mission,” the program consisted of music
hy a choir af_ students from Missouri Baptist colleges, narration,
pantomime, missionary testimonies, Seripture quotation, and respon-
sive affirmation and praise by a worship leader and the entire as-
sembly, all combining into a service of meaningful worship, inspira-
tion, and commitment. Billy Graham (N.C.) preached and concluded
hiz message by leading the congregation to join him in g résponsive
affirmation of a “Covenant of Salt,”” a commitment to be the salt of
the earth as the peopie of God. l

170. President Sullivan delivered to President Jimmy R Allen
the gavels of the Convention to symbolize the transfer of respansi-
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bility of leadership, commending him to the grace of God and the

S‘};ﬂd’aneg and strength of the Holy Spirit. President Allen accepted

the tokens of leadership as the congregation stood to register approval

and support,

171, The one hundred and twentieth session of the SBouthern Bap-

tist Convention closed with prayer, led by Jerry DeOliveria (Calif.).
172. The final number of messengers registered was 16,271,
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