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Proceedings

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
NORFOLK, VIRGINIA
Jumne 1517, 1976

Tuesday Morning, June 15

‘1. President Jaroy Weber (Tex.) called to order the one hundred
and nineteenth session of the Southern Baptist Convention in the one
hundred and thirty-first year of its history, at 9:30 A M., June 15,
1976, in the Scope Convention Center, Norfolk, Virginia.

2. Presession music had been presented by the Virginia Baptist
Male Chorale, directed by Allen R, Brown (Va.).

_ 3. President Weber presented William J. Reynolds (Tenn.), music
director for the Convention, who presented Allen R. Brown as assis-
tant music director and William Partridge, Jerry Jones, Ray Herbek,
Max Lyall, Williamsmn Emerszon, and Robert Simpson to serve as organ-
istz and pianists during the Convention. The Convention was led in
singing "“All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name.”

4, W. Fred Kendall (Tenn.), registration secretary, reported a
registration of 14,107 messengers and moved that these messengers
constitute the Convention and that duly accredited messengers from
churches in cooperation with the Convention who arrive later be
recognized as messengers of the Convention when they have enrolled
on the basis of membership set forth in Article I1I of the Constitution.
The motion passed.

8. R. G. Puckett (Md.), chairman of the Committee on Order of
Business, presented the report of the committee, explained necessary
adjustments in view of the scheduled address by President Gerald
Ford at 3:00 P.M., particularly the change of time for the election of
officers, and moved adoption of the report. The motion passed. Chair-
man Puckett then made remarks relative to the historic setting of
the Convention and the Bicentennial year of the nation.

Theme “Let the Church Stand Up”

TUESDAY MORNING, JUNE 15

8:45 Music for Inspiration—Virginia Baptist Male Chorale, Allen R. Brown,
direétor, Richmond, Virginia

9:15 <Call to Order _

8:20 Congrepational Singing—William J. Reynolds, director, Nashville, Ten.

nesses
9:28 Report of Registration and Constituting of Convention—W, Fred Kendall,
Nashville, Tenneszee ,
9:30 Reiport of Committee on Order of Business—R. G. Puckett, chairman,
Baltimore, Marvland ‘
9:40 Recognition of Fraternal Massengers
~ Recognition of Local Committees
9:50 Introduction of Virginia Governor—William J. Cumbie, Fairfax, Virginia,
president, Baptist General Association of Virginia. Welcome Address—
Governor Miils E. Godwin, Jr., Richmond, Virginia
10:10 Announcement of Committee on Committees, Commitiee on Resclutions,
Committee on Tellers, Credentials Comamittes
10:15 Solo—Nettie Beth Weber, Flat Rock, North Carolina
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President's Address—Jarpy Weber, Lubbock, Texas

Congregational Singing—William J. Reynolds ,
Exerutive Committes Report (First SBection)—Porter Roath, Nashville,
Tennessee

Mizcellaneous Business

Introduction of Resolutions , - _
Benediction—Bruce M. Morgan, pastor, First Baptist Church, Griffin,
Georgia

TUESDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 15

Music for Inspiration—"Freedom '78,” Firat Baptist Church, Lubbock,
Texas, Ron Lowry, minister of music

Congregational Singing—Allen R. Brown, Richmond, Yirginia

“The Church 2rd Biblical Authority”—James L. Suilivan, Nashville, Ten-
nessee

Address—Gerald R. Ford, President of the United States

Executive Committes Report (Final Section}—DPorter Routh, Nashville,
Tennessee _

“Looking to the Third Century with Confidence”—Ben C. Fisher, execu-
tive director, Edueation Commission, Nashville, Tennessee

Miscellaneous Business

Introduction of Resolutions v
Benediction—Joe Whitt, pastor, First Baptist Church, Aliceville, Alabama

TUESDAY EYENING, JUNE 15

Music for Inspiration—The Centurymen, Buryl Red, New York Gity,
musical director

Congregational Singing—HRon Lowry, Lubbock, Texas

Prayer—Ear]l H. Wilsan, pastor, City View Baptist Chureh, Knoxville,
Tennessee, “Let the Church Stand Up in Today's World”—Bailey Smith,
pastor, Firat Baptist Church, Del City, Oklahoma

“Christ’s Freedom Rings: Past, Present, Future"—Lynn E. May, Jr.,
executive secretary, Historieal Commission, Nashville, Tennessee

Election of Officers

Congregational Singing—Ron Lowry

Southern Baptist Theological Seminaries

“Born to Serve": The Cooperative Program Forum—Conrad Johnston,
chairman, Salem, Virginia

Adjourn

WEDNESDAY MORNING, JUNE 16

Music for Inspiration—"Cooperative Program” {Youth Choir), First Bap-
tist Church, Sheridan, Arkansas, Mrs, De%hert T;ylnr. direemr} P
Congregational Smging——Gar%' M. Horton, Alexandria, Virginia

“The Chuorch in the Redemption of the Family™—Alton Me¢Eachern, pas-
tor, Firat Baptist Church, Greenshoro, North Carolina

Election of Officers ,

Committea on Resolutions {First Report)

Committee on Committees Report

Committee on Boards Report :

Report of Committee to Study the Southern Baptist Convention Executive
Cagxmitme—-c. R. Daley, Middletown, Kentuclcy,p chairman

Cengregational Singing—Gary M. Horton

Special Muosic—James K. Davig, Tulsa, Qklahoma

Convention Sermon—Warren Hultgren, paster, First Baptist Church,
Tulss, Oklahoma. Alternate: Charles G. Fuller, pastor, First Baptist
Church, Roanoke, Virginia

Miscellaneous Business (Consideration of Constitutional changes and
other matters.)

Election of Officers _

Benediction—Dan Rainbolt, pastor, Susquehanna Baptist Church, Inde-
pendence, Missouri
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{(No Afternocon Session)

WEDNESDAY EVENING, JUNE 16

Music for Inspiration—Tidewater Area Baptist Choir, Jerry P. Huling,
Norfolk, Virginia, director .
Congregational Singing—Clinton Nichols, New Orleans, Louisiana

“The Church and Religious Liberty”—Charlez G. Fuller, pastor, First
Baptist Church, Roanoke, Virginia

Recognition of Past Presidents

#Applying the Gospel”"—Foy Valentine, executive secretary, Christian Life
Commission, Nashville, Tennessee

#“Pyblish and Conceal Not"—Committee on Baptist State Papers, H.
Franklin Paschall, Nashville, Tennessee, chairman

Miszions Challenge Committee Report—Warren Hultgren, Tulss, Okla-
homa, chairman

Congregational Singing—Clinton Nichaols

“Total Mission Thrust, Now!"—Baker J. Cauthen, executive secretary,
Forelgn Mission Board, Richmond, Virginia , )
Benediction—Morris Chapman, pastor, First Baptist Church, Albuguer-
gue, New Mexico

THURSDAY MORNING, JUNE 17

Music for Inspiration—“Jubilate,” University Baptist Church, Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, Car! Beard, minister of muzgie _

Congregational Singing—Paul Bobbitt, Jacksonville, Florida

“The Church and National Righteousness”"—Foy Valentine, Nashville,
Tennessee

Sunday School Board—Grady C. Cothen, president, Nashville, Tennessee
Committee on Reaglutions {Final Report)

%n%tist World Alliance—Robert 8. Denny, general secretary, Washington,
“Baptista and the American Experience”—James E. Wood, Jr., executive
director, Baptist Joint Committee on Public Affairs, Washington, D. C.
Southern Baptist Foundation—Eendall Berry, executive secretary, Nash-
ville, Tenneszes

Miscellaneous Business

Congregational Singing—Pail Bobbitt

“Magnificent QObsession”—Harold A. Carter, pastor, New Shiloh Baptist
Church, Baltimore, Maryland )

Benediction—Charles Jolly, pastor, Madison Baptist Church, Madison,
New Jersey ‘

THURSDAY AFTERNOON, JUNE 17

Music for Inspiration—Evangellstic Singers

Congregational Binging-—Lowell Leistner, Orlando, Florida

“The Church and A Clean America”—H, Edwin Young, pastor, First Bap-
tiﬁt ?hnm% Columbia, South Carolina

“Helping Retired Ministers Stand Firm"—Darold H. Mor i
Annuity Board, Dallas, Texas gan, president,
American Bible Soriety

Radio and Television Commission—Paul M. Stevens, president, Forct
Waorth, Texas

Stewardship Commission—A. R, Fagan, executive director, Nashville,
Tennessee :

Denominational Calendar

Commission on American Baptist Theological Seminary

Congregational Singing—Lowell Leistner

Special Music—Debbie and Otis Stroup, Glen Burnie, Maryland

“Let the Church Stand Up with a Clear Voice to its Youth-—Chester E,
Swor, Jackson, Mississippi

Benediction—Laverne Inzer, missionary, Carlin, Nevada
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THURSDAY EVENINCG, JUNE 17

“Stearns & Co.,"” historical drama by Hyde Park Baptist Church, Austin,
Texas, Joe Careell, director

=)
i
&=

7:30 Congregationsl Singingp—William J. Reynolds

%:358 “The Church and Personal Integrity”—Walter P. Shurden, professor of
church history, Carson-Newman College, Jefferson City, Tennessee

7:85 “Teach Missions: Te Kaow, To Grow”—Carolyn Weatherford, executive

director, Woman's Missionary Union, Birmingham, Alabama
Congregational Singing—William J. Reynolds , )
“Men and Boys in Mizsions"—Glendon McCullough, executive director,
Brotherhood Commission, Memphis, Tennessee
B:30 Congregational Singing—William J. Reynolds. Presentation of Officers
8§:40 Home Mission Board—Arthur Rutledge, executive director, Atlanta,
Georgia
9:30 *“And the March Goes On"—Carl E. Bates, pastor, First Baptiat Church,
Charlotte, North Carolina
10:00 Ringing of The Liberty Bell
Passing of the President’s Gavel
10:15 Benediction—New President, Southern Baptist Convention

6. President Weber suggested helpful guidelines for the effective
execution of business and the achievement of spiritual unity. He pre-
sented the other Convention officers to the body.

7. Fraternal messengers were recoghized as follows: Andrew Lee
Gunn (Americans United for the Separation of Churech and State),
Andrew R. Bird, Jr. (Lord’s Day Alliance), Richard Gladden { Ameri-
can Baptist Churches), and Gordon Giller, Norman Thompson, and
Ernest Grant from England.

8. The Chair called atiention io the local arrangements committee
and expressed appreciation for their service.

9. M. Hunter Riggins, Jr. (Va.), first vice-president, was asked
to take the chair. He presented William J. Cumbie (Va.), who wel-
comed the mesrengers and read a telegram of greeting from the gov-
ernor of Virginia, Mills E. Godwin, Jr.

10, The Chair announced the following committees: Committee on
Resolutions, Committee on Committees, Tellers Committee, and Cre-
dentials Committee.

COMMITTEE 0N REsOLUTIONS: Androw Tampling, Chairman, Alabama; Harold
H, Cohle, Califernia; Nelson Duke, Mizsouri; Joseph B. Flowers, Virginia; Jack
Harwell, Georgia: Jipl Martin, Nebraska; Frank Minton, Ohie: Charles B, Nunn,
Yirginia; Ronald Prince, Lonisiana; Quinn Pugh, Maryland: William Zelf, Geor.
gia; Edwin Young,.South Carclina; Paul Craven, South Carclina; James Wes-
berry, Georgia.
- COMMITTEE ON COMMITTEES: Perry Sanders, Chairman, Louisiana: Harrell
Cushing, *Luther Davis, Alabama; John McBain, *Bill Crotts, Arizona: James A.
Walker, *Dale Ward, Arkansas; Bob Kleinschmidt, *Robert Hunt, California;
Wayne Williams, *W. H. Landers, Colorade; Fuller B. Saunders, *Mrs. Louis S,
Clapper, D. C.; Ben L. Peacock, *Joseph Napier, Florida; James Waters, *Albert
L. Evans, Georgia; Kenneth Parks, *George Wheeler, 1inois; Robert Nall,
*Mre. James H, Currin, Indiana; Kenpeth [}, Emerson, *Mrs. Lynn P. Clavton,
Kansas; John Huffman, *Mrs. T, L. Mc2wain, Kentucky; Maleolm Jones, *Lyell
Garland, Maryland; Billy Whitt, *Mrs, Amy Wilkinson, Michigan; John Traylor,
*(Gene Triges, Mississippi; Dewayne Lasseter, *Hareld Coday, Missouri; Morris
Chapman, *Mrs. . I). Lambirth, New Mexico; James S. Potter, *Mrs. Jean
Lewis, North Carolina; L, H. Moore, *Ed Van Dyke, Ohio; Jimmy Reesze, *Mra,
Virgil Landers, Oklshoma; Daniel Greer, *Robert 8. Davis, South Carolina:
Carroll C. Owen, *Wendell Crews, Tennessee; Charlez L. Cockrell, *Clifton Cum-
mings, Texas; J. Roy Clifford, *Cecil Wollard, Virginia,

CRepENTIALS COMMITTEE: William J. Cumbie, Chairmen, Virginia; Joe Baker,
Ohio:; 8. M. Batson, Louisiana; Mrs. Cene Bolin, Maryiand; Rabert Burris, In-

i i .
*Indiczies nor chureh-related voostion,
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dlana, Bryant Cummings, Missiasippi; Russel K. Hunt, Kansas; Clark Hutchin-

Georgia; Verlin Kruschwitz, Kentucky; Vernon S. Lee, Pennsylvania;
Rmh&rd Spangenberg, California; James A. Cates, Yirginia; Roy Godwin, Mary-
land; James W, Lippincott, Virginia; Janis Sumerlin, Virginia; Charles A,
W&tkms, Yirginia; Robert F. Woo ward Virginia,

TrELLERS COMMITTEE: Sam P. Jones, Chairman, Virginia; Lawrence Bradley,
Jr., Georgia; J. P. Brewer, Indiana; Bndg&tt Dnllard Kentucky Wade Free-
man Jr., Wﬁshmgtun D. C.: Norman P. Gillam, Virginia; Hollis B. Hendon,
Ei]rgil?in A. 0. Jenking, Louisiana; I. D. Walker, Texas; Claude Kirkpatrick,

uisinna,

11. Vice-president Riggins presented the family of President
Weber to the Convention: Mrs. Weber, Bill Weber and his wife, and
Nettie Beth Weber, who sang “Grace So Amazing.” President Weber
%}&n addressed the Convention on the subject, “Let the Church Stand
4P

12. Charles Harvey (La.) was recognized to present the report
of the Executive Committes, He asked President Weber to present to
Porter Routh (Tenn.) and Mrs. Routh a gift in behalf of the Con-
vention and in recognition of twenty-five years of service to the Con-
vention. Louis Armatrong (Ala.) presented to Secretary Routh and
Mrs, Routh a gift in behalf of the Executive Committee. Routh then
commented on highlights in the report of the Committee and on in-
formation in the Bulletzn.

13. Rufus Spraberry {Tex.) presented Recommendation No. 1 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation Neo. 1
We recommend :

A. That the tntal anperatwe Program alloeation goal bg gpprmed as follows:

Basle cﬁraun Budﬂtt wers e nenn . 41,000, OiiHy Basic Operating nudm . $49,000.000
Capatal dget . . 1,080,000 *Capital Mekds Budget . i 1,080,000
SUBTOTAL .. : 542,080,000 SUBRTOTAL ... . e BE0R0.000
Challenge Opersting Budget ... .. .. 8504000 Ghau:nne CGrerating Budget (Fhase 1) 1.000.000
_— Challonge Opefalidg Budpget (Phase 115 3,920,000
ToTaL COOFERATIVE PanGeasd —_—

- Auocstion Buncer .. . . 851,000.000 ToTit CONPERATIVE PROORAM .
Anrocarion Bupcer . 555,000,000

1 B. That the total Basic Operating Budget of $42,000,000 be diztributed as fol-
owa:

97874 1976-T12
Foreign Middor Board . . . .. L L. . e, ENOAE0.200 $23.625,918
Hivine Mison Board . - . 7630150 9,200,000
Anmnuity Board . ... . ... . ... . e e e 150,000 250,000
Golden Gigig Sominary . . . TE2.323 1.037.352
Midwesbern Seminary | ... oo oo e e To0.954 1155744
New Orleans SemiDary ... .. oovve e e v o e e e LAPBET 1,82 476
Southeastern Semingry ... .. . L 1,268,851 1,647,581
Southera SEMUDary ... e i e e e e oo 1L BBETHE 1.343.180
Southweslern  Seminary . . S S LATREET 3077, 149
Soethern Baptist Foundadion = ... . ..o ee o e e 108.091 L25.0060
Amprickn deminary T . e 113,730 125000
Brotherhood Commissian L R 40% LO8 Z,
Christian ILsfe Commimgon ... ... .. v v e o 278,761 323.0040
Edecation Commission ... ... . .. ... oo 187,737 240,600
Hisoncal Commisslan . ... 0 o e e 159,292 125.008
Radio-Tetevimion Commission ... . e oo oo 1834160 2.500.000
Stewargshlp Commission . . . . . .o c. 201000 223404
Bsmist Joiot Committee .. .. .. . . .. . [, 171,241 200,000
SBC (Opeesting Budeetd ..o e o . 424,000 AHE, DO

$41.000,000 £49,000,000

*See Iiem C,
1Ag voted By the Coaventian 14 1975 not Wwhal i eapected 10 be received.
“ibe agencics will plan their cpersting bodgets ON the basis of these sllocatlons.

C. That the $1,080,000 Capital Needs Budget as approved by the Southern
Baptist Convention June 11, 1974 be distribated after distribution of the Basie
Operating Budget as fg!lows

Goaldem GHE SEMELALY .. .o v e e e e e $ 131.200
Midwesamn Seminory . e e e e 237,000
Southessbern SemiBary . .. oo o e e .. GEDOD
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Southwesiern Seminary . ... . e 225,500
Southais SemiBary ... - 400,000
Radtlo-Televition Commisiion .. ......cooveeevenieens eiosensreianen s 18,300

$1.040.000

D. That the $1,000,000 Challenge Operating Budget (Phase I} will be dis-
tributed, after the Basic Operating Budget and the Capital Needs Budget have
‘been met, to the agencies proportionately as follows:

Forgign Mimion BHasrd e I L% 482,100
Hogne Misgion Board .. ... ..o . 18T, 700
Annuity Baafd . .. .o e e 1,11
Goalden Gade Seminary . . p— 0,714
Midwestern Semi e o 21.056
New Oyleans Seminary ... EE T ]
Southeastern  Seminary .. .. .. 33,943
Sowthern Semionry .. . . 5421
Southwesteen Semifary ... 63,592
Southern 8aptist Foundulicn 1.500
Afmerican Semipary .. ... .. . . 2,560
Rrotherkond Commission . . .. 2.700
Onristian Life Commissioh . 6.600
Education Commission .. . 4,500
Husrorigal Coibmiisdon ... ... 3800
Radiao-TV Commission .. .. o 51,000
Stewardship Commission .. 4,500
Baptist JOART CORRMREEEE .. .. oo s o ciso s i reeree s evcme s mene cesene 4,100
EBC (Operabing Bud@e1d . ..o e e 10,000

51000008

E. That the §3,520,000 Challenge Operating Budget (Phase JI) be propor-
tionately distributed: 50 percent to the Foreign Mission Board, 25 percent to the
Home Migsion Board, 15 pereent tn the REadio and Televizion Commission, and 1
percent to the six Southern Baptist Convention zeminaries. The 10 percent, or
any part thereof going to the six seminaries, shall be distributed respectively to
the seminaries in keeping with the proportions set forth for the seminaries in
Phage I of the Challenge Qperating Budget.

14. Louis Armstrong (Ala.) presented Recommendation No. 2 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 2

We recommend adoption of the Southern Baptist Convention Operating Budpget
for 1976-7TT as fallows:

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION OFPERATING BUDGET

Income 1876-77 1975-76
Coopétalive Program .. . .. . . EAREN 42400
Dividesds and ifterest ... e e Mﬁggj' 3 36.3%}
Suaday Srhool Baand . e e . U 25 P [0 4] 32000
59049,000 £817.000
Expenditures
Conventior Expense .. .. . ... .. v & i
Spacizl Cammitesee e e e *z:r!ggg “g,g%'é
Executive Committee . .. ... ... e e 307,000 472,000
*Baplisn Woarld Alliabce 1EG.00 L&D, (100
Lega) ang Auditing . R X 7 T 2.000
Building Operations . ... .. s o 1T 17300
$901,200 83 1
Resorve 7,800 i g.'i%
$05. 000 817,000

~%§707560 Jar Frogram of Evangelism and Education with undémstanding no approach Ui be made 1o othat
Boohesn Bapust Convenlion sgencied. 20 percest of Challenge Funds recuaved by Cosvedition Opetsting Budget
wil] g0 to the Baptist World Alhance. ;

15. Marion Hare (8.C.) presented Recommendation No. 3 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.
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Recommendation No, 3

We recommend that the Convention Prucedure on the Bulletin be amended as
follows (proposed changes are in boldface italics):

Bufletin: The Exerutive Committee of the Convention shall have printed each
day a brief report, or bulletin, of the Journal of Procecdings, reporting specifically
matters of buwiinea:r proposed ond acted upon, including the names of the commit-
tees appointed. reports of the committees, and such business as may be transacted
and carried over to the following day, alse including a list of the titdlea or subjects
of the resolutions presented and the names of the pertoas preventing them.

16. H. Franklin Paschall {Tenn.) presented Recommendation No.
4 and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation N?a 1

We recommend that the section of Convention Procedure (see page 45, Annual,
1975) concerning Baptizt World Alliance Executive Committee Representation be
amended ag follows (proposed changes are in boldface italies):

Baptist World Alliaree Gencral Council Representation: The representativea
of the Southern Baptist Convention on the General Council of the Haptist World
Allianee shall inelude the following: ...

In the event the Southern Baptist Convention or the Executive Committee does
not have the opportunity to approve proxies for those named by the Southern
Baptist Convention as members of the General Council of the Baptist World
Allianece, the members of the General Couneil nf the Baptist World Alliance repre-
senting the Southern Baptist Convention, answering the roll call at the regular
meeting of the General Council of the Alliance, . ..

17. Truet B. Thompson {(Ariz.) presented Recommendation No. 5
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 5
We recomnmend that the Home Mission Beard be authorized to amend its

charter to add:

“The Corporation shall have the power to enter into any contract of guaranty,
suretyship, or endorsement even though the Corporation has no direct interest
in the subject matter of the contract guaranteed, and shall further have the
power to make a purely accommodation guaranty, endorgement, or contract of
suretyzhip.”

18. Doyle E. Carlton, Jr. (Fla.) presented Recormnmendation No. 6
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 6

‘We recommend that the 1980 Southern Baptist Convention be held in 5t. Louiz,
Mizzourd, on June 10-12, 1980,

19. Carlton presented Recommendation No. 6B and moved its
adoption. Bill H. Lewis (Ark.) moved an amendment, changing the
main auditorium seating requirement from 14,000 to 16,000. The out-
come of the voice vote was not clear, and the vote was taken by hallot.
(See Item 43.)

20. The period for miscellaneous business was called by the Chair,
The motions presented were referred in order to the Committee on
Order of Business to be scheduled for later consideration.

21. Bill Button (Fla.) moved to change Bylaw 17, substituting “a
majority"” for “a two-thirds" vote. {Referred for later consideration.
See [tem 101.)
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22, Bill Hale {La.) moved that we instruct the program commit.
tee (Committee on Order of Business) to extend an invitation te
Jimmy Carter from Plains, Georgia (Democratic candidate for Presi-
dent of the United States) and arrange a time at his convenience to
come before the Convention and have at least ten minutes to address
the Convention. (Referred for later consideration. See Item 102.)

23. Ray K. Hodge (N.C.) moved that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention Executive Committee be requested: (1) to study the use and
the canfusion resulting from the use of the name “Baptist Church”
by independent congregations and organized denominations; (2) to
suggest ways that cooperating Southern Baptist Convention-affiliated
churches ean identify themselves so as clearly to distinguish them for
our own people and for uninitiated non-Baptists and Baptists; (3) to
consider the recommendation to an appropriate Convention agency
the design of an identifying symbol for voluntary use on bulletin
boards, buses, newspaper advertising, bulleting, stationery, and publi-
cations of cooperating churches and institutions affiliated with the
state conventions and the Southern Baptist Convention; and (4) that
a report of the Executive Committee’s proposals be made to the 1977
Convention. (Referred for later consideration. See Item 108.)

24. Hazen Simpson (Cal.) moved that the Southern Baptist Con-
vention immediately extend encouragement to Southern Raptists,
dwelling and working in Canada, by financial assistance plus any and
all ather means of support that we make available to ministry outside
of the United States and its territory. (Referred for later consider-
ation, See [tems 104, 110, and 129.)

25. James Newton (Tenn.) moved that the Executive Committee
of the Southern Baptist Convention study the need for an additional
bylaw or a change in Convention procedures to provide that the
results of the vote count on all written ballots be disclosed to the
messengers and become a part of the public record, and report their
recommendations to the Convention next year. (Referred for later
consideration. See Item 143.)

26. Al Hand (Fla.) moved that a workable plan be inatituted by
the Credentials Committee whereby eligible and duly-elected messen-
gers from all churches of the Southern Baptist Convention, which 20
desire, may be given the opportunity to pre-register for the annual
Convention by means of a correspondence plan. (Referred for later
consideration. See Item 144.)

27. Kent Ryals (Okla.) moved that the historic name of the
Southern Baptist Convention be changed to Evangelical Baptist Con-
vention. (Referred for later consideration. See Ttem 145.)

28, The Chair called for the presentation of resolutions. Robert
Maples (Va.) presented a resolution on “A New Seminary for the
Northeast” (referred to the Committee on Resolutions),

29. Charles A. Trentham (D.C.) presented a resolution on “The
Bicentennial” {referred to the Committee on Resolutions).

30. Frank E. Breithaupt (La.) presented z resolution on “Tran-
geendental Meditation” (referred to the Commitiee on Resolutions).

31. John W. Murphey (Okla.) presented a resolution on “The
Reading of the Bible from the Pulpit” (referred to the Committee
on Resolutions) .
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32, Daniel Forbes (Fla.) presented a resolution on “The Use of

Rock Music by the Radio and Television Commission” (referred to
the Commitiee on Resolutions).
. 33. Thomas J, M¢cMahan (Va.) presented a resolution related to the
invitation to President Gerald Ford to address the Convention. The
Chair ruled the resclution out of order since the report of the Com-
mittee on Order of Business had been approved.

34. Lloyd Elder {Tex.) presented a resolution on the “Lord’s Day
Alliance™ {referred to the Committee on Resolutions).

- 36. Robert Holbrook (Tex.) presented a resolution on “Abortion”
{referred to the Committee on Resolutions). :

36. Franklin Owen (Ky.) presented a resolution on '““The Ameri-
can Bible Society’ (referred to the Committee on Resolutions).

87. Bruce M. Morgan (Ga.) led the Convention in prayer to con-
clude the morning session,

Tuesday Afternoon, June 15

38. Presession music was presented by “Freedom '76,” First Bap-
tist Church, Lubbock, Texas, directed by Ron Lowry.

39. President Weber called the Convention to order, and Allen R.
?rowr:_ (Va.) led the Convention in singing “Stand Up, Stand Up for

esus.”

40. James L. Sullivan (Tenn.} was presented to apeak on the
‘stibject, “The Church and Biblical Authority.” )

41. The Convention joined in singing “How Firm a Foundation.”

42, At 3:00 o'clock President Weber escorted Gerald Ford, Presi-
dent of the United States, to the platform while the Convention mea-
gsengers stood to greet him with applause. President Weber made
appropriate remarks relative to the concern of Baptists for religious
liberty and then presented President Ford to speak, At the end of the
President’s address, the mesasngers expressed their appreciation by
standing and with applause while President Weber escorted President
Ford from the platform. The Convention joined in singing “Blessed
Be the Name.” The President’s coming to address the Convention was
a recognition of the historic significance of the Bieentennial year of
our nation and also was historic in that he was the first President to
address the Convention while in office.

- 43. Vice-president Monroe (Fla.) assumed the chair and recog-
nized Doyle Carlton (Fla.) for the continuation of the Executive
Committee report, Secretary Kendall reported that the vote on the
amendment on Recommendation No. 6B carried. (See Iiem 19.) The
motion to adopt the recommendation as amended passed.

Recommendation No. 6B

We recommend that we amend the procedures utilized by the Executive Com-
mittee to provide:

{1} Convention citiez must guarantee 8500 hotel and meotel rooms with a
majority within walking distance or ten minute bus ride.

{2} The main aunditorium must seat 18,000 and provide proportionate exhibit
space. :
{3) Total block reservationz at hotels and motels within walking distanee or

tenn minute bus ride shall be limited to 40 percent of the total rooms committed
by each hotel or motel.

(4) Outside of the Convention and Woman's Misslonary Union headquartera
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hotel, limit the total reservations for hotels or motels within walking distance or
ten mikutes buz teip to Afty rooms for any one group.

44, Olan Runnels (Mo.} presented Recommendation No. 7 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 7

We recommend that Article VI, 1. (1) and (2}, and 2. {2) of the Canstitution
of the Southern Baptist Convention be amended as follows {proposed changes are
in boldface italics}

1. The general hoards of the Convention zhall be composed as follows:

{1} Twelve €12) members chosen from the city or vieinity of the state in
which the board is located, but not more than three r3) local members
elected from the same church.

(2) One (1) wember choscr from each conperating state; and one (1}
additional member from each state having twoe hundred and fifiy
thousand (230.000) members, and another additional member for each
additional two Aundred and fifty thousand (250,000) members in such
state

2, The trustees of institutions and commissioners shall be composed as follows:

{1} no change .

(2} If the romposition of the trustees or comwmissioners is not determined
by charter requirements, the body of trustees or commissioners shall be
composed of one (1} member chozen from ecach eooperating state and
eight (8) local memberg from the oty or vicinity in which the agency
is Iocuted, but not more than heo (2) local members shali be chesen
from the same church.

NoTE: It is understeod that &il local members affected by this change shall
gerve out their normal term or terms for which they are eligible.

45, Howard Cobble {Ga.) presented Recommendation No. 8 and
moved its adoption. The moticn passed.

Recommendation Ne. 8

We recommend the approval of the charter for the Commission on the Ameri-
can Baptist Theological Seminary as follows:

CHARTER OF THE SO0UTHERN BAPTIST COMMISSION ON THE
AMERICAN BAFPTIST THEQLOGICAL SEMINARY

The undersigned natural persoh or persons, having capacity to contract and
acting as the incorporator or incorpovators of a corporation under the Tennessee
General Corporation Act, adopt the following charter for such corporation:

1. The name of the corporation is The Southern Baptist Commission on The
American Baptist Theological Seminary,

2. The duration of the corporation iz perpetual,

3. The address of the principal office of the eorporstion in the State of Ten-
nessee shall be 460 James Robertson Parkwaw, Naszhville, 37219, County of
Davidaon.

4. The corporation is not for profit,

5. The purpose or purposes ft'i!‘ whick the corporation 12 organized are:

To act as the agency of the Southern Baptist Convention, s nonprofit Geurgia
corporation, in respect to the American Baptist Thenlogical Semminary, a non-
profit Tennessee curporation.

§. Thiz corporaticn i2 t0 kave no members.

7. The Board of Directors of this corporation shall be elzcted by the Southern
Baptist Convention. )

&. The corporation shall have all the powers granted corporations under the
laws of the State of Tennessee. However, notwithstanding anything herein tg the
contrary, the corporation shak;] exereise m:niy such powuars as are in furtherance of
the exempt purposes of organizations sel forth in the subsection of Section 501 {c)
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of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 under which the corporation chooses to
qpalify for exemption, as the same now exists, or as it may be amended from

time to time.

9, In the event of the dissclution of the corporation, ne person shall be en-
titled to any distribution or division of ita remaining ':'Pruperty or its proceeds,
and the balance of all money and other property received by the carporation from
any source, after the payment of all debtz and obligations of the coerporation,
shall be uzad for or distribited to the Southern Baptist Convention.

This Charter may not be amended without the prior express approval of the
Southern Baptist Convention,

46, James P. Wesberry (Ga.) presented Recommendation No. 9
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 9

We recommend the approval of the Restated Charter of the Hiatorical Com-
mizalon of the Southern Baptist Convention as follows:

RESTATED CHARTER OF THE HISTORICAL COMMISSION OF THE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONYENTION

UNDER SECTION 48304 OF THE GENERAL CORPORATION ACT

Pursuant to the provisions of Section 48-304 of the Tennessee General Cor-
poration Act, the underzigned corporation not for profit adopts the following
reatated charter:

Part I:
1. The name of the corporation is: HISTORICAL COMMISSION OF THE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION.

2. The duration of the corporation is perpetual.

3. The address of the d};t;incipal office of the corporation shall be Nashville,
Tenneszee, County of Davi .

4. The corporation iz not for profit. ,

5, The purpose of the Historical Commiszion is to support the Southern Bap-
tisat Convention in its task by leading Baptizts to preserve, know, and utilize their
heritage; and by encouraging and assisting them in recording Baptist history,
prezerving the records for study and research, and endeavoring to secure the
careful consideration of their history as decisions are made and plans projected,
said purpose having been adopted by the Southern Baptist Convention az a part
of the Historical Commission Program Statement, June 11, 1974,

6. This corporation is to have no members,

7. The corporation ghall be an agency of the Southern Baptist Convention
and shall set in compliance with its Constitution, Bylaws, and Busineza and
Financial Plan. The Commissioners who zhall conatitute the Board of Directors
of the corporation, shall be elected by the Southern Baptist Convention in such
manner and for such term of office as may be provided for by the Constitution and
Bylaws of the Southern Baptist Convention.

8. This corporation shall have and be entitled to exercise all powers which a
nonprofit corporation of its nature may have and exercise under the laws of the
State of Tennessee, as now in effect and hereinafter amended, subject to the limi-
tations contajhed in the Internal Revenue Code to retain its status asz a tax
exampt organization.

9. The corporation shall neither have nor exercize any power nor zhall it
engage directly or indirectly in an activity that would invalidate its status (1) aa
a not-for-profit corporation in the State of Tennessee, (2) 83 a corporation which
18 exempt from Federal income tax a2 an organization described in Section 501
(c){3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as may from time to time be
amended, or (3) as s corporation contributions to which are deduetible under
Section 170(c) (2) and gther sections of the Internal Revenue Code of 1854 ma
may be amended. _

10. This corporation shall not engage in any business, trade, avocation, or
profession for gain or profit. The corporation is one which will have no pecuniary
gein or profit and is c_criiamzed for other than profit purposes and no part of any
net earnings thereof shall inure to the benefit of any individual.
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11. Thiz Charter is subject to amendment in the manner provided for hy the
statues of the State of Tennessee upon the prior approval and authority of the
Southern Baptist Convention,

12, Upon the dissolution of the corporation, the Commissioners shall, after
paying or making provisions for the payment of all of the liabilities of the cor-
poration, distribute all assetz of the corporation exclusively for the purposes of
the corporation in such manner, or to such ne?-snizatmn ar miFu\jutim, orga.
nized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or religious purposes as
shall at the time qualify as an organization or organizations described in Section
501 (¢} (3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1854, including any statutes which
gucceed or amend such Code, as the Commissioners, acting pursuant to the diree.
tions of the Southern Baptist Convention, shall determine.

Part 1I:

1. The date the original Charter was filed with the Secretary of State was
Augusg 24, 1951, recorded in Corporation Record Book, Miscellanecus A-17,
page 487,

2. Saijd original Charter was later amended by filing said amendment with the
Secretary of State on June 30, 1964, recorded in Corporation Record Book, Mis-
¢cllaneous P-49, page 5198.

3, The restated Charter restates the text of the original and amended Charter
specifically striking Artiele T of the original Charter in all of its parts and sub-
stituting therefor general powers of the not-for-profit corporation zet forth herein
as Part I paragraph 8; striking Article b of the original Charter and making no
substitution therefor the zame being a part of the Bylaws; and striking the entire
contents of the amendment to the Charter the same no lenger being germane,

This restated Charter haz been submitted to the Southern Baptist Convention

it is annual meeting and the same has been duly approved by the action of that
body on the 15th day of June, 1976.

47. B. C. Tschudy (N.C.) presented Recommendation No, 10 and
moved itz adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation Ne. 10

We recommend that Southeastern Seminary be authorized to amend its
charter to provide that the title of the chief executive officer of the beard be
Yehairman and vice-chairman” rather than “president and vice-president.”

48. Thomas Downing (Md.) presented Recommendation No. 11
and moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Recommendation No. 11

We recommend that the Radis and Television Commission be authorized to
add the following paragraph to the section om “Relationshipe” in its program
statement (Page 48 of the Organization Manua!, 1975 Revized.)

“5. That the Radio and Television Commission provide on the request of the
churches, associations, state conventions, and Southern Baptist Convention agen-
cies, custom radio and television media consultation, custom placement, and pro-
duction and that where these services are utilized, it provide custom general media
consultation sorviees, but shall net print or sell material not directly related to
radio and television. The Radio and Television Commission will recognize and
respect program respoensibilities of other Southern Baptist Convention agencies.”

49. W. Ches Smith, III (Ga.) presented Recommendation No. 12
and moved its adoption. The motion passed. -

Recommendation No. 12

We recommend that the Sunday Schoel Board be authorized to make the fgl-
lowing changes in the programs of Church Administration Development gnd
Church Library Development and to add s new program of Family Ministry
Development.
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The Program of Church Administration Development:

PURFOSE—To develop services and materialz acceptable for use by Southern
Baptist churches, associations, and state conventions in establizshing, conducting,
improving, and supporting the ministry of pastors and other church ztaff mem-
bers; deacons; chureh ccuncils; church officers; church committees; day care;
kindergarten; church voeations recruitment, nurture, and career assessment; and
in eneouraging and aiding the pastors and church staffs in their total life
relationghips.

The Program of Church Library Development:

PURPOSE—To develop services and materials aecceptable for use by Southern
Baptizt churches, associations, and state conventions in establishing, conducting,
enlarging, and improving church library services, providing and promoting the
wse of printed and audiovisua] resources, conzulting with church leaders and
members in the use of these resources, and general tract and Bible distribution.

The Progeam of Family Ministry Development:

PUEFOSE—To develop the servicez and materials aceeptable for uze by Southern
Baptist churches, associations, and state conventions in establishing, conducting, -
and improving family ministry services of marriage and family enrichment,
parent enrichment shkills, minsstries to single persong, premarriage and re-
marriage edueation, and personal and spiritual enrichment for senier pdults and
equipping leaders of senior adults,

Fuxcrions—(1}) Conduoct J)mgram, materials, and marketing rezearch. (2)
Design program, materials, and field services, {(3) Develop materialzs. {4) Perform
field services to undergird the program and interpret and implement eiffective use
of the materials,

RELATIONERIPE—The unique relationships of this program to other Southern
Baptist Convention programs are stated in the Program of Church Services and
Materials Development. The Church Services and Materialz Divizion office iz
accountable for maintaining these relationships., It may delegate the responsi-
bility for operating within the state relationships to program leaders.

50, Mrs. Roy Bass (Tex.) presented Recommendation No. 13 and
movad its adoption. The motion passed,

Recommendation No. 13

We recommend adeption of the following resolution:

RELIGIOUS LIBERTY AND TAX REGLULATIONS

WHEREAS, The Tax Reform Act of 1969 requires certain nonprofit, tax-
exempt organizations to file with the Imternal Revenue Service (IRS} annual
statementz respecting income, receipts, and disbursements but exempis religious
bodies and their “integrated auxiliaries” from this requirement; and

WHEREAS, The Internal Revenue Service is seeking to establish, by admin-
istrative regulation inztead of legislation, a legally valid definition of “integrated
auxiliary™; and

WHEREAS, The Internal Revenue Service's effart derives from the premize
that Internal Revenue Service is competent to decide what is and what is not
relevant to the mission of churches and religions bodies; and

WHEREAS, The Internal Revenue Service's proposed definition and illustra-
tiong, as published in the Federul Register on February 11, 1976, would exclude
religions groups’ schools, hospitals, orphanages, homes for aged persons, etc,
from the ecategory of “integrated auxiliaries” and thuz require them to file addi-
tional tax reports; and
~ WHEREAS, There iz such variety among religiouz groups az to wmake it
impoasible for the Internal Revenue Service to impose its own concept of what is
religious without (a) establishing, by governmental regulations, a uniformity of
religion which offends both the Establishment Clausze and the Free Exercise
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Claase of the First Amendment and (b} requiring the intrusion of government
into religion’s precinets; and

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists have historically regarded, and now reﬁ'd.
evangelism, education, and benevolence as “coordinates™ in religion and thus have
denjed, and now deny, that government has either the power or the right to
axelude edueation and benevolence from their rightful relation to religion:

Be it therefore Resolved, that we, the messengers to the Southern Baptist
Convention, assembled in Norfolk, Virginia, on June 15, 1976, do hereby protest
the intrusion of the Internal Revenue Service into the affairs of church gronps
and their agencies, by presuming to define what is and what is not an integral
part of these religious groups’ mission; affirm that the preservation of religious
liberty and the right to religious diverzity in the United States of America de-
pends on keeping government—Tederal, state, or local-—out of the religious affairs
of the churches; and pledge ourselves to the preservation of religiouas Hherty
which, according to our best understanding, has been good both for state and for
church in our nation; and

Be it further Resolved, that we ask the Commitiee on Public Affairs to com-
munieate this action to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue; instruct this
committee to continue its zealous and responsible work in this area; and soggest
to all bodies and erganizations affiliated with this Convention that they be alert
to detect and prompt to reject governmental threats to religious freedom and that
az need arises, they promptly and couragecusly inform government’s agents o
our alarm over bureaucratic intrusion inte the precinets of religious bodies and
their agencies.

51. C. Vinton Koons (D.C.) presented Recommendation No. 14
and moved jts adoption. The motion paszed.

Recommendation No. 14
We recommend adoption of the following resolution:

RESOLUTION ON EMPLOYEE RETIREMENT INCOME SECURITY ACT

WHEREAS, The United States Consgtitution provides that Congress shall
make no laws respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting free exercise
thereof; and,

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention in the past has consistently
opposed excessive government interference with ministries of the local churches
and the agencies which help and zupport them to promote and carry out their
mizgion and minizgtry; and

WHEREAS: The United States Congresz, through Section 3 (33) of the
Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 15974 (ERISA), and Section 414 (&)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 as amended (Code), has srrogated unto
itisel.f} the guthonty to define a church in the context of defining the term *“church
plan”; and

WHEREAS, ERISA and the Code distinguish between a church and an
agency of a church or convention of churches, and provide that an agency cannot
perticipate in a church plan after December 31, 1982; and

WHEREAS, Ministers and lay employees of the Southern Baptist Convention
are employed interchangeably by churches and church-related agencies participat-
ing in denominational plans maintained with the Annuity Board of the Sguthern
Baptist Convention; and

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention and the thirty-three individual
state Baptist conventions affilisted with the Southern Baptist Convention, oversee,
supervise, and contribute to the retirement annuity plans of the churches and
the denomination maintained with the Annuity Board of the Southern Baptist
Convention.

Therefore be it Resolved, that we the messengers to the Southern Baptist
Convention in annual meeting in June, 1976, st Norfolk, Virginia, urge our
elected representsntives in Congress to support legislation to amend Bection 3 (33)
of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 (ERISA) and Section
414 (e} of the Internal Revenue Code of 19564 (Code) relating to the definition of
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“shurch plan” 2o that church related agencies are recognized as part of a church
or convention of churches and entitled to participate in a church plan.

52. George E. Capps, Jr. (Tenn.} presented the report of the
Edueation Commission and moved its adoption. Ben C. Fisher {Tenn.)
spoke to the report, using the subject, *Looking to the Third Century
with Confidence.” The report was adopted.

53. The period of miscellaneous business was called, Bryan Robin-
son {Fla.) moved that this Convention respectfully insiruct the
Executive Committee to revise the program statement relative to the
Christian Life Commission with two purposes in view: (1) encour-
aging that Commission to continue keeping Southern Baptists alert
to current issues and pitfalls while suggesting ways to strengthen
Christian witnessing and deepen Christian commitment, and (2) re-
quiring the Christian Life Commission, when speaking for public con-
sumption on any opinion not already voted by the Southern Baptist
Convention, to make it abundantly and unmistakably clear that they
are speaking only for themselves and not for the Convention. (Re-
ferred for later consideration. See Item 146.) '

54. Charles F. Kindrad (Va.) presented a resolution on “Abortion
in Baptist Hospitals” (referred to the Committee on Resolutions).

55. Charles V. Petty (N.C.) presented a resolution on “Legisla-
tion for Safety of Children in Camps” (referred to the Committee on
Resolutions).

56, Dean Grelling (Cal.) moved that all ecumenical atatements in
Southern Baptist Convention literature be stopped. (Referred for
later conzideration, See Item 147.)

57. A motion to adjourn passed, and the afternoon session was
concluded with praver by Joe Whitt (Ala.).

Tuesday Evening, June 15

58. Presession music was presented by The Centurymen, directed
by Buryl Red (N.Y.). ,

59. President Weber called the Convention to order, and the mes-
sengers sang “To God Be the Glory,” led by Ron Lowry (Tex.), after
which Earl H. Wilson (Tenn.) led the Convention in prayer.

60, Bailey Smith (Qkla.) was presented to speak on the subject,
“Let the Church Stand Up in Today's World.”

61, Lynn E. May, Jr. (Tenn.) presented the report of the His-
torical Commission and moved that the report be received. The motion
carried. He spoke to the report, emphasizing particularly materials
prepared by the Commission for use by churches in the celebration
of their heritage and of the Bicentennial of the nation. He then pre-
sented a plaque to the pastor of the Lawtonville, 5.C., Baptist Chureh,
which had won first prize in a history-writing contest. A special
feature related to the report was a dramatic monologue by Quinn
Purh (Md.) impersonating Isaac Backus in his championship of
religious liberty.

62. W. 0. Vaught (Ark.) presented an appeal for an offering from
the messengers to assist in defraying the expenses of the image
magnification facilities.

63. The Chair announced the time for the election of officers and
called for nominations for president, Richard Jackson (Ariz.) nomi-
nated Kenneth Chafin (Tex.).
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o 64. Kenneth Balthrop (N.M.) nominated Clift W. Brannon
ex.).
65. Frank Minton (Ohio) nominated Adrian Rogers (Tenn.).

s gﬁ) George V. McCotter (N.C.) nominated Stewart B. Simms

67. Jerry Glisson (Tenn.) nominated Jack Taylor (Tex.).

68. Jesse Fletcher (Tenn.) nominated James L. Sullivan (Tenn.).

69. Adrian Rogers asked that his name be withdrawn since he had
not agreed to its heing submitted and would decline the nomination.

70. Ballots were cast for president. 4 :

71, Chairman Puckett moved that the allotted time be given to
the ;gmaining features of the evening program, and the motion
passed.

T72. Robert E. Naylor (Tex.) was recognized to present the re-
ports of the six Southern Baptist seminaries. He moved that their
reports be received, and the motion passed. Naylor, aszisted by the
other five seminary presidents—Harold K. Graves, Milton B. Fergu-
son, Landrum P. Leavell, 11, Duke K, MeCall, and W, Randall Lolley
—emphasized the mizzion of the seminaries in terms of the gignifi-
cance of theological education for the life and mission of Southern
Baptist churches, A solo by Mrs. Virginia Seelig (Tex.) concluded
the presentation. ,

73. B. Conrad Johnston (Va.) was presented fo introduce a special
feature: “Born to Serve”: The Cooperative Program Forum. The
presentation involved a dramatic cast, supported by The Centurymen,
to depict the beginning of the Cooperative Program and its tremen-
dous contribution through the past fifty vears to the total program of
Southern Baptists,

74. President Weber announced that the report of the ballot for
president had not been received and then led in prayer to conclude
the evening session.

Wednesday Morning, June 16

75, Presession music was presented by the “Cooperative Pro-
gram,” youth choir of the First Baptist Church, Sheridan, Arkansas,
directed by Mrs. Delbert Tavlor (Ark.}.

76. Gary M. Horton (Va.) led the messengers in singing “He
Keeps Me Singing.”

77. President Weber convened the body and asked Secretary Ken-
dall to announce the result of the ballot for president.

78. James L. Sullivan (Tenn.) was elected. Kendall announced the
current registration of messengers, 17,986. Also, he made interesting
comments about the gavel being used by the president, which was
made of wood from the pulpit of the First Baptist Church of Charles-
ton, 5.C., the first Baptist church established in the South.

79, Chairman Puckett announced that business items presented
in the previous day’'s sessions would be considered at 11:40 A.M.,
foﬂgg'injlzge aﬁd%r m;.’l their(?qr%sentation. ted ¢

. n Mckachern (N,C.) was presented to spesk on the sub-
ject. “The Church in the Redemption of the Family.”

81. The Chair called for nominations for first vice-president. Lee
Satterfield (Va.) nominated Ira Craft (8.C.).

82, Andrew Tampling (Ala.) nominated Dotson M. Nelson, Jr.
(Ala.).
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83. Bab Blevins (Ohio) nominated Paul Payne (Ohio}.

84. Messengers cast their ballots for first vice-president. ,

85. The Chair recognized Andrew Tampling (Ala.), chairman of
the Committee on Reaolutions, for the firat part of their report.

~ 86. Jini Martin (Neb.) presented Resolution No. 1 and moved ita
adoption. The motion passed.

Resolution No. 1—0% The Anierican Bible Society

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Convention in 1978, continues to recognize
the importance of the availability of the Gospel in the language of the people, and

WHEREAS, The American Bible Society provides an essentia]l werldwide
service for the church through the translation, publication, and distribution of
the Seriptures, and ,

WHEREAR, The Society performs many special services for the churches and
apencies of the Southern Baptist Convention, and ,

~ WHEREAS, The Bociety offers Scriptures to the blind, to men and women in
the armed forces, and to patients in Veteran's Hoepitals free of charge, and

WHEREAS, The American Bible Society, working in eonjunction with mem-
berz of the United Bible Societies, iz axpanding the Good News for New Renders
ﬁp;gtgram, and enzbling people to read the Word of God for themselves for the

2t time,

Be it Resolved, that the messengers of thizs Cenvention encourage all state
conventions, associations, and churches to emphasize the need for a wider reading
and sharing of the gﬁapef both in oor own land and throughout the world.

Be it finally Resolved, that we encourage our churches to support the American
Bible Society with their prayers, and give additional support to the American
Bible Society over and above their contributions in previous years,

87. Ronald Prince (La.) presented Resolution No, 2 and moved
itz adoption. The motion passed.

Besolution No. 2—0On Transcendental Meditation

WHEREAS, A movement commonly called Transcendental Meditation (TM)
has developed in the United Btates in recent years; and

WHEREAS, Thiz movement has affinitiez with Hinduism and encouragea
practices of a religious natnre; and _

WHEREAS, Persons associated with Transcendental Meditation have the
game right to the free exercize of religion enjoyed by persons associated with
traditional religions; and

WHEREAS, Some public achools reportedly provide inatruction in Trans-
cendental Meditation, & situation that has provoked at least one lawsuit now in
litigation; and '

WHEREAS, The No Establishment Clause of the Firat Amendment forbids
Government’s sponsorship, financial support, or active involvement with religion
by whatever name ealle& by whomever conducted, and whatever means propa-
gated, and requires Government {o cbaerve a posture of strict neutrality which
neither advances nor inhibits religion;

Be it therefore Resolved, that we, measengers to the Southern Baptist Con-
vention in annusl meeting on June 18, 1976, affirm our comviction that the ad-
herents of Transcendental Meditation are entitled to religious freedom but are
not entitled to governmental assistance, call on our churches’ members and leaders
to ba alert to governmental actionz which either advance or inhibit religious fea-
tures of Transcendental Meditation or any other religion; and urge agencies
au.%?erte-d by this Convention, and particularly the Baptist Joint Committes on
Public Affairs, to represent our sentiments in whatever forum issuex related to
governmental asaistance to Transcendental Meditation may arise.

88, Jack Harwell (Ga.) presented Resolution No. 3 and moved ita
adoption. The motion passed.

Resplution No. 3—0n Religiouz Freedom For All People
WHEREAS, Baptiatz have long stood for religious freedom and comtinue to
believe and practice freedom of worship for themselves and others: and

WHEREAS, In some parts of the world certain governments and politiesl
leaders deny complete religlous and civil freedom to some citizens ; and
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WHERFEAS, In Soviet Russia such Christian leaders as the Rev. Georgi Ving,
Becrerary for the Couneil of Churehes of Evangelical Christians and Baptists
have been imprisoned for the alleged “crime™ of serving the congregations which
elected them as pastors; and ‘ o

WHEEREAS, Such arcts of reliyjous and civil oppresszion infringe upon in.
alienable human rights and endanger sincere efforts foward international under-
standing and world peace; ,

Therefore, be it Resolved, that the Southern Baptist Convention in annual
sezeion in Nerfolk, Virginia, on June 18, 1976, reaffirt itz historic commitment to
fall religious and civil freedom for all peoples everywhere: and

Be it further Resolved, that messengers to the Southern Baptist Convention
urge leaderz of the Soviet Union and all other nationz to immediately cease all
p_glities wh{ilr:h deprive eitizens of their God-given rights to religicus and political
iberty; an

Be it further Resolved, that we as Southern Baptists pledge our renewed
praver support to all whe work for werld peace, international goodwill and
perscnal liberty for all members of the human family.

8%, Nelson Duke (Mo.) presented Resolution No. 4 and moved its
adoption. Ray Jones {Va.) asked a question about “indiscriminate,”
Bob Holbrook (Tex.} moved to amend the resolution by striking the
last paragraph. Discussion followed by Holbrook and James E. Wood
(D.C.}, Owen Duncan (S.C.) moved to amend the amendment, but
since the time for the order had expired the Chair ruled that the
matter pending would be further considered at the announced time
iiféré E;Etiﬂﬂ on resolutions in a subsquent session. {See Items 125 and

90. Perryv Sanders (La.) presented the report of the Committee
on Committees, naming the Commitiee on Boards for the coming year,
with Carl Duck {Tex.) as chairman, and moved the adoption of the
report. The motion passed.

91. Travis Berry (Tex.) presented the report of the Committes
on Boards, noting corrections from the printed list, and moved its
adoption. The motion passed. (See pp. 359-380 for a complete liat of
members of boards, institutions, and commissions.)

92, The Chair recognized Chauney R. Daley (Kv.) to present the
report of *“The Committee of Seven,” a2 committee constituted to make
a study and evaluation of the Executive Committee, Chairman Daley
gave an explanation of the committee’s assignment and of the process
in carrying ouf the assignment. He then presented the recommenda-
tions in order at the end of the report. As each recommendation was
moved, opportunity was given for questions and clarification. Chair-
man Daley moved the adoption of each separate recommendation, and
each motion was passed.

REPORT ON STUDY AND EVALUATION
) OF THE
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE
SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONYENTION

The Bouthern Baptist Convention meeting in Dallas, Texas, June 11-13, 1074,
received the following recommendation from the Executive Committee of the
Southern Baptist Convention:

“We recommend that the Convention authorize the Convention officers alected

in 1974 to sppoint = committee of seven persons widely expericnced in denomi-

national life to study and evaluate the Executive ﬂﬁmn}ittee in the light of By-

law %, and that it report to the Convention in 1975 ... .

The recommendation was approved and the following persons were named to
constitute the Committee of Seven: Harold C. Benmett, Olin T. Binkley, W, A
Criswell, C. R. Daley, Danie! R. Grant, H. H. Hobbs, and Alma Hunt,
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This coramitiee reported the progress of its atudy to Southern Baptist Con-
vention messengers meeting in Miami Beach, Florida, June 10-12, 1875, and re-
gquested a one-year extension for completion of the study, The extension was
granted and the study was continued. Following the two-year study the committee

rings the following report.

APPRECIATION

The Committee of Seven wishes to thank all who contributed to this study
task. The commitiee is profoundly grateful to the professional staff and to all
meinbers of the Executive Committee, past and present, with whom we have con-
ferred.

The Committee is also greatly indebted to apgency staflf members who proved to
be informed and articulate persons, They understood the purpose of the study
and expressed thelr thoughts about the work of the Executive Committee with can-
dor and kindness. _

Finally, we are grateful to the Holy Spirit who, we trust, has been our helper
ag we have sought to serve Southern Baptists in their divinely assigned mission,

FLAN OF STUDY

The specific focus of this study was upon the structure and functions of the
Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention as set forth in Bylaw
9. The plan of study included the following: (1) Review of the history of the
formation and development of the Executive Committee from 1917 to the present;
{2) examination of recent studies of the Executive Committee, including the brief
gelf-ztudy by the Committee of Fifteen and selected books and articlez on the pur-
pose and value of the Executive Committee by competent Baptist writers; {(3) sur-
vey of the reports of the Execotive Committee to the Southern Baptist Convention
from 1859 to the present; (4) study of Bylaw 8 and each document to which it
refers: (5) examination of the Bylaws of the Executive Committee and related
material in the Orientation Manual; (6) cbservation of the Executive Committee
&t work in regular mestings and 2 review of the minites of the annual meetings of
the Executive Committee for the past ten years; (T} interviews; first of all, with
members of the professional staff of the Executive Committee; (8) interviews
with ehief execntives of the boards, institutions, commissions, and standing com-
mittees of the Southern Baptist Convention; (9} interviews with selected Baptist
leaders well acguainted with the policy and procedures of the Executive Com-
mittee, including several past and present members of the Executive Committea:
(10) consultations with Southern Baptist state executive secretaries and editors;
(11) eonzideration of statements by other Southern Baptists who submitted their
views in writing or attended a hearing arranged for those who wished to meet
with the Committee of Seven,

A HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Executive Committee has been a vital factor in the life and work of the
Southern Baptist Convention and the denomination since 1917. At New Orleans
on May 17, 1917, the Convention voted to create an executive committee of seven
and assigned to it the following responsibility:

“The duties of the committee shall be to have oversight of the arrangements for

the meetings of the Convention with power to change both the time and place

of meeting in case an emergency arizes making such change necessary; that
thiz committee shall act for the Convention ad interim on such matters as may
arige pertazining to the general businesz of the Convention and not otherwise
provided for in its plans of work; that this committee ghall alzo be empowered
to act in an advisory way on all questions submitted to it on matters arizing be-
tween the Boards of this Convention, but only on request of one or more of the

Boardz concerned: that this committee shall have no further duties except as

other things may be specifically commitied to it by the Convention itzelf at its

annual meeting.” -

In 1919 the phrage, “but only on reguest of one or more of the Boarda con-
cerned,” wag deleted from the deseription of the Exscutive Committee’s respon-
aibilities. Also in 1919 the membership of the Committee wgrs enlarged to include
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the afficers of the Convention and one representative from each state and one
representative from each agency of the SBouthern Baptist Convention.

In 1926 the Committee was assigned additional respensibility, and in 1927 it
was constituted as a full-time agency of the Convention with a professional stsff
and with an enlarged scope of functions.

In 1827 the responsibilities and effectiveness of the Exerutive Committee were
increased, its headquarters were established in Nashville, Tennessce, and Austin
Crouch was elected itz first executive secretary. He devoted his intelligence and
energy to that position until his retirement in 1946, He was succeeded by Duke K,
MeCall who served with distinction as executive secretary-treasurer from 1948 tp
1951. Porter Routh, the present executive secretary-treasurer, was elected in
1951 and under his leadership the Executive Committee has been reorganized and
has multiplied its usefulness in the cohesiveness, continuity, and creative program
of the Southern Baptist Convention and of the denomination as a whole.

In 1958 the Executive Committee was reorganized as a result of the report of
the Committee To Study Total Southern Baptist Comvention Program (Branch
Committee). Six recommendations from that study committes placing additional
tasks upon the Executive Committee were adopted by the Convention on May 22,
1958, They were: (1) Development of an appropriate report format to assist the
agencies of the Convention in the presentation of their reports; (2) review and
presentation as information to the Convention the budgets of all Convention
agencies; (3) consideration of an expanded public relations program; (4} transfer
of the promotion of stewardship to the Stewardship Commission; (5) organization
of the Executive Committee into subcommittess; (6) search for funds to finance
the construction or purchase of physical facilities to be uszed by the Executive
Committee. ,

The magnitude and eomplexity of the work of the Executite Committee have
been increased sinee 1950 by the continued growth of the denomination, the ex-
pansion of the geographical area, the increaze in number of agencies, the greater
involvement in denominational planning, the program statementa approved by the
Convention and assigned to the agencies, and other factors,

AFFIRMATIVE APPRAISAL

1. A strong Executive Committee is indispensable in the life of the Scuthern
Baptist Convention. The present scope and strength of our Southern Baptist or-
ganizational life is unthinkable apart from the Executive Committee and its func-
Lions.,

2. The organizational structure of the Executive Committee iz essentially
sound. Tt shows genius on the part of our forefathers who have given us a system
which promotes maximum efficiency while providing the checks and balances neces-
sary to protect Baptist liberties and autonomy.

J. The Executive Committee iz blessed with highly capable and committed
profescional staff members. They sincerely execate their assignments and attempt
to be fair and impartial toward all agencies® of the Convention. They make a sin-
eere effort to provide committee members with needed background material in ad-
vance of meetings.

4. There i evidence that the Executive Committee is endeavoring to perform
faithfully the functions assigned to it by the Convention as set forth in Eylaw 9.

5. All meetings of the Executive Committes, its subcommittees, and work
groups are open to coneerned eonstituentz although executive sessions ean be called
under unusual circumstances. A wide range of denominational leadership, in-
cluding agency heads, state executive secretaries, and state editors is invited to
partietpate in Executive Committee sessions,

6. The Organization Manual of the Southern Baptist Convention dated January
1, 1975, and The Southern Baptist Convention Program Budget and Financial
Date for 1974-1975 indicate that the Executive Committee and its staff have done
a commendable job in compiling and keeping updated the documents called for
in Bylaw 9,

7. A reading of the minutes of Executive Committee meetings for the past 10
years reveals that the Executive Committee keeps comprehensive and accurate
records of its work.

*—The tetm “'apenciet” used in this report Includes boards, instiutiors, commisskons. and stang; )
mitiees: “urustess” a8 wed in this repori relers to board Members. inslmution trosees, ang cg:“ .::-“m
MEMBELS, miszion
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FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS

In the study and evalustion of the Executive Committee in light of Bylaw 9,
the findings obligate this Study Committee to call attention to problems and needa
not directly related to Bylaw 9 but vital in the function of the Executive Committee
under Bylaw 9,

1. SELECTION OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Finding: While the method of nominating and electing Executive Committee
meniberz may be sound in theory, the manner in which it works is not altogether
satisfactory. Execotive Committee members are nominated to the Convention
by the Southern Baptist Convention Commitiee on Boards, Commissions, and
Standing Committees. Nominees from the various states and their qualifications
frequently are known only by the two members on the Committee on Boarda from
thoze states. Without information with which to react responsibly, members of
the Committee on Boards usually endorse one another's nominations. This makes
room for personal favoritism and cronyism in the selection of nominees.

Suggestiont Adeguate blographical information, experience, and other pertinent
data on all Executive Committee nominees should be provided for and carefully
considered by all members of the Committee on Boards befors making thelr
nominations to the Convention. Caution should be taken te prevent even the ap-
pearance of unwholsome denominational politics.

2. QUALIFICATIONS ¥Or EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMEEES

Findings: The crucial importance of the respongibilities and the heavy de-
mands in time and energy expected of Executive Committee memberz are not
fully realized by all who are elected to serve. Absenteeism from meetings limits
effectiveness and pressure for early adjournment diminishes deliberation on ime
portant issues,

Suggestion: Prospective nominees should be fully informed of the responsibil-
ities and demands upon Executive Committee members. As far as possible they
should be recommended for election only after expressing willingtiess to attend
an extensive orientation program for new members and agreeing to devote the
time and effort needed for performance of the Executive Committee responsgibil-
ities.

3. ORIENTATION AND BRIEFING OF EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Finding: The present orientation program for new membera of the Executive
Committee has proven to be very helpful but appears to be inadequate.

Suggestion; The scope and depth of the arientation program should be more
adequate. Consideration should be given to inviting each year a limited number
of Southern Baptist Convention agencies to provide agency perspective on the
work of the Executive Committee and its relationships to the agencies, In addition
to orientation for new members, ways should be zought to keep Executive Com-
mittee members updatad on pertinent information as long as they zerve on the
Executive Commitiee,

4. A STAFF-ORIENTED EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Finding: The Exacutive Committee az it now functions iz strongly staff
oriented. This is not becanze staff personnel are domineering or power hungry
but because most Executive Committee members devote full time to other re-
aponsibilitiezs and find limited time for their Executive Committee duties. Conze-
quently, they depend upon staff members for background work, regearch, and
other extensive preparation required for Executive Committee meetings.

Staff perzonnel are selected because of their unigue qualifications and they are
expected to give expertise and creativity to the work of the committee. The result
iz a staff-oriented Executive Committee,

Supgestion: Ways should be found to achieve more involvement of Executive
Committee members in the decision making process of the Committee. The fol-
;:wing suggestions, though not a comprehensive list, might be helpful in achiev-

g this: .

(1) More careful study by Executive Committee members of background ma-
terials on major issues prior to Executive Committee meetings; (2) delineation
and clarification of major iasues by subcommittee chairmen and staff personnel
at the time of their referral to subcommittees; (3) adequate opportunity and time
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in plenary sessions for discuzsion and questionz on major issues before fina] action
on subcommittee recommendations; (4) use of a small group of experienced Exe.
cutive Committee members to meet with the professional staff as needed between
repular seasions of the Committee,

5. COMMUNICATION AND COOPERATION BETWEEN EXECUTIVE COMMITIEE AND
AGENCIES

Finding: Better communication and more effective cooperation between the
Executive Committee and the agencies constitute a continuing need in Southeen
Baptist Convention organizational life. Agencies feel their situations are not al-
ways understood by members of the Executive Committee. They believe Execotive
Committee members should be familiar with the particular program and problems
of each agency. Executive Committee members, on the other hand, sometimes feel
they do not have adequate information to respond intelligently to proposals re-
lated to the apencies.

The present plan of using work groups of Executive Committee subcommit-
tees to relate to the agencies i3 a step in the right direction but iz not enough.

The efforts of the Executive Committee and its staff to be completely impartial
and fair toward all agencies tend to give the impression of coolness toward the
agenecies.

Suggestion: Ways should be devised for Exeentive Committee ataff and mem.
bers and agency staffs and trustees to be more intimately acquainted with the
work of each other. Pogsibilities for consideration are: an annual retreat for
Executive Committee members and agencies heads, invitations from Convention
agencies for Executive Committee representatives to sit in their board meetings,
gpecial reports in addition te financial data prepared by agencies for Executive
Committee membera, and attendance of agency board chairmen and trustess in
Executive Committee meetings,

Effective communieation and unity of purpose among Southern Baptist organi-
zational leaders catnot be guaranteed by any kind of organizstional structure.
These resalt from commitment of competent and consecrated leaders to the pur-
poze and cbjectives of the denomination. Such communication and cooperation are
of inestimable value.

6, THE BUIGETARY FUNCTION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

 Finding: The one most far-reaching responsibility of the Executive Committes
is the recommendation of allocations for all Convention agencies receiving Co-
operative Program funds to carry out their assignments from the Convention.
Prezently only the Program subcommitiee members hear all the budget presenta-
tions and requests from the agencies. Consequently members of other subcommit-
tees tend to feel they are expeeted to vote on budget allocation recommendations
without sufficient background and knowledge.

Observation of past experience shows that as many as a half-dozen different
waya have been used for budget presentations, This weuld indicate no plan has
been considered entirely ‘satisfactﬂrg'él

.. .There has appeared to be an imbalance on the work loads of the subcommittees
with the Program subcommittee having too much and the Finance and Administra-
tive subcommitiees having too little. However, Executive Committee staff members
report that recent innovations have resulted in lexs hurried budget hearings and
deliberations by the Program subcommittes, ’

The present names given subcommittees and the functions they perform are
confusing. For example, the Program subtommitiee, instead of ﬂfg Fl?ifam sub-
committee, is responzible for the preparation of the proposed Cooperative Pro-
gram budget for presentation to the fyll Executive Committea.

Suggestion: Budget requests from sll Convention sgencies shonld be heard
as well a2 studied by all Executive Committee members. This iz only fair to the
agenciss and to the Executive Committee members who are expeeted to vete on
the final recommendations. This could be accomplished by letting the budpet pre-
sentations be heard by the full Executive Committee in it: regular September
meeting or in another full Commitiee meeting prior to the February meeting in
which the budget recommendations are finalized. ‘

The names now used for the subcommittees should be examined and revised.
The present Program subcommittee could be called the Program-Budpet subcom-
inittee and the prezent Finance subcommittes could be called the Business Finanee
subcommittee.
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7. AUTHORITY AND POWER TN THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Finding: The Southern Baptist Convention began and remains a voluntary
association of messengers from churches. However, as such & group increases in
sige and complexity, its center of power tends to zhift from “graszs roots” con-
stituents to officially eleeted board members and to the staff personnel,

By virtue of its assignments the Southern Baptist Cehvention Executive
Committee iz powerful. It needs and does have authority commensurate with its
responsibilities. :

Suggesiion: Caution should be taken to prevent even an unconscious trend
toward undue centralization of authority in Southern Baptist organizational
life. The usurpation of unduc authority by the Executive Committee over the
apencies of the Convention would be dissastrous. At the same time, the agencies
should recognize the need for the Convention to exereise reasonable review of their
affairs. The authority of the Executive Committee should be kept in healthy ten-
gion with the authority of Convention-elected trustees of the agencies.

8. THE Ap IKTERIM STATUS OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Finding: Bylaw 9, (b), {(a) ztatez that the Executive Committee is “to act for
the Convention ad interim on all matters not otherwise provided for. . . "

There must be some committes of the Convention to act ad interim in urgent
matters that arise on which action cannot be deferred until the Conventioh meets,
However, “acting for the Convention ad interim"™ is not the same as "being the
Convention ad interim,”™ There is a difference and it is regrettable to note the

growing practice in recent years to refer to the Executive Committee as the Con-
vention ad.interim.

Sugpgestion: Let there be a clear understanding that the Executive Committes
i5 “the fiduciary, the flscal, and the executive agency of the Convention in all its
affairs not specifically committed to some other board or agency,” and is specifical-
Iy authorized and instructed to “act for the Convention ad interim in all matters
not otherwise provided for,” and that the Convention ageneies act for the Con-
vantion between sessions in specific matters assigned to them in program state-
mentz and in the Constitution and Bylaws of the Convention.

5, THE AD¥IsORY FUNCTION OF THE EXEcUTIVE COMMITTEE

~Finding: Bylaw 9, (&), {e) authorizes the Executive Committee “to act in an
advizory capacity on all questiona of cooperation among the ditferent agencies of
the Convention, . ..” The Executive Committes is endeavoring to funetion within
the limite of its sdvisory role though it appears to some that the Committee at
times has overstepped the limits of this difficult assignment.

Suggestion: The advisory role of the Executive Committee should never be-
come a supervisory or managerial role. In cazes where agenciez de not agree on
questions of cooperation and do not fellow the advice of the Fxecutive Commit.

tee, the Committee should make recornmendations on these matters to the Con-
yvention.

10. TRE ROLE oF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AND THE TRUSTEES OF
CONVENTION AGENCIES

Finding: In Byluw 9, section (5), (i) is by far the most controversial item,
It deals with the relations between the Executive Committee and the apencies of
the Convention. , .

This Bylaw seems to be somewhat ambivalent and is difficelt to interpret. The
first sentence clearly indicates that the agencies are not to be controlled or di-
.rected by the Executive Committes, However, the second sentence empowers the
Executive Committee to investigate the affairs of any agency of the Convention
without consultation with the staff or the controlling board of the agency.

There is a fine line where the authority derived from the principle of trustee-
ship and the Convention-assigned responsibilities of the Executive Committee
meet. Some tension at thig point iz almost inevitable and iz not altogether un-
desirable. Such a polity furnishes checks and balances necessary to preserve the
freedom and the autonomy in Southern Baptist life.

Also in connection with Bylaw 9, {§), (i) is found considerable concern among
the agencies over possible recommendations of the Executive Committee which
might alter the programs of or even abolish an agency. Some early proposals
of the Study Committee of Fifteen have been pointed out as examples.
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Suggestioti; This section of BEylaw B should be amended. The amended Bylaw
should jnelude both o strong reaffirmation of the authority and responsibility of
trusteeg under the authority of the Convention and a elarifying statement regard.
ing the investigative powers assigned the Executive Committee by the Conven-
tion. Buch an amendment is recommended at the end of this report.

There should be periodic evaluation of agencies and their programs, However,
far reaching proposals of the Executive Committee relating to agencies shounld
be made only after very careful consideration, In instances where proposals would
result in the transfer of an agency or agency responsibilities to the Executive
Committee, or reault in abolishing an agency, the ztudy might more objectively be
done by a committee other than the Executive Committee,

Whether it is done by the Executive Committee or ahother committee of the
Convention, a set of rules of fair and proper procedure for recommending the
restructuring or elimination of an agency should be adopted and this process
should be well known by zl! concerned.

Some safeguard againzt hasty action in respect to agencies is provided in By.
law 15 which ztates that no agency zhall be dizeontinued without 8 majority vote
at two {2) successive annual sessions of the Convention.

11. THE AUTHORITY OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Finding: Bylaw 9, (5}, (i} gives broad powers and authority to the Executive
Committee comimensurate with its responsibilities in performing its assignments
in respect 1o the agencies.

Suggestion: The phraze, “advise with them,” is well chosen to deseribe the
proper relationship of the Executive Committee to the agencies.

12, AN APPFROPRIATE REFORT ForM

Finding: Bylaw %, (5), (1) calls for development of an appropriate report
format to help the agencies present to the Executive Committee adequate infor-
mation on program plans, accomplishments, and coste, S

Such a report format has been developed and is being utilized. This report
format not only zervez the agenciez, but alzo the Executive Committee in iz
need for data. The Bylaw wordinr should reflact this,

Suggestion: Not in order to change it intent, but in the interest of clarification
of the meaning of thiz Bylaw zection, a rewording of 9, (5}, (1) is recommen
with this report,

13. CONSISTENCY IN ForM For Arl SECTIONS OF BYLAW @
Finding: Subsections of Bylaw 9, (5) lack uniformity of style.

b Suggestion: A recommendation with this report reflects appropriate style
changes,

Recommendations

1. ;l"he Committee of Seven recommends that Brlaw 9, (53}, (i) be amended as fol-
ows:
PrESENT ForM:

“{i) The Executive Committee shall not have authority to control or direct the
several boards, agencies, and institutions of the Convention, But it iz instructed
and commissioned to stutiir the affairs of those boards, agencies, and institutions
of the Convention, t¢ make recommendations to them concerning needed adjust-
ments, and also to make whatever recommendations concerning them to the Con-
sention it deems advisable.”

RecoMMENDED FoRM:  {Changes in wording in italics.)

(i) Te maintain sper channels of communication between the Erecutive {om-
mittee and the trustees of the agencies of the Convention, lo study gond make
recommendations to agencies concerning adjustments required by program assign-
ments or by established Convention pelicies and practices, end, whenever deemed
advisable, to make recommendntiong to the Convenlion.

The Executive Committee zhall not have authority to control or direct the
several boards, agencies, and institutions of the Convention. This is the respongi-
bility of trustees elected by the Convention and accountable divectly to the Con-
venliton.
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2. The Commities of Seven recommends that Bylaw 9, (5}, (1) be amended as fol-
lows:
PRESENT FORM :

#{1) The Executive Committee thall develop an appropriate report format
which will help agencles of the Convention present their reportsz on 8 more ap-
propriate and comparable basis in order to provide more information about
program plans, accomplishments, and costs.”

RECOMMENDED FORM :

{1) Teo utilize an appropriate report format which will enable the Executive
Committee to obtain from the agenciezs adequate and comparable information
gbout program plans, accomplishments, and financial data.

3. The Committee of Seven recommends that for the sake of consistency of style,
Bylaw 8, (5), (§), {k) and {n) be amended as [ollows:

PRESEST ForRM :

“{i} Im carrying out these instructionz the Executive Committee is authorized
to make its own bylaws in keeping with the Constitution and Bylaws of the
Convention; to hold meetings whenever deemed necessary; to make rveporta of all
meetings to the Convention; to notify all the boards, agencies, and institutions
of the actionz of the Convention and to advize with them as to the best way of
promoting all the interests of the Convention.”

RECOMMENDED FORM :

(j} To make itz own bylaws in keeping with the Constitution and Bylaws of
the Convention in carryving out these instruections to the Executive Committee;
to hold meetings whenever deemed necessary; to make reports of all meetings to
the Convention; to notify al] the boards, agencies, and institutions of the actions
of the Convention and to advise with them a3 to the best way of promoting all
the interests of the Convention.

PRESENT FORM :

“(k) In accordance with the action of the Convention in Atlanta in 1944, the
expenses of the Executive Committee shall be derived from the Operating Budget
of the Convention specifically established fer this purpose and formally approved
by the Convention.”

RECOMMENDED FORM :

(k) To derive, in accordance with the aetion of the Convention in Atlanta In
1944, the expenzes of the Executive Committee from the Operating Budget of the
Convention specifically established for this purpose and formally approved by the
Convention.

PRESENT FORM :

*{n) Copies of the minutes of the Executive Committee shall he zent to the
headz of all Southern BRaptist Convention agancies, and copiez of the minutes of
all agencies shall be zent to the office of the Executive Committee”

RECOMMENDED FORM :

~ {n) To send copies of the minutes of the Executive Committee to the heads of
all Scuthern Baptist Convention agencies, and copies of the minutes of all agencies
ghall be sent to the office of the Executive Committee,

4. The Committee of Seven recommends that the findings and snggestions in this
report be referred to the Southern Baptigt Convention Executive Committee
for consideration and that it bring to the 1977 Southern Baptist Convention
meeting s report on its response to the suggestions in this report.

5. The Committee of Seven recommends that this report to the Convention om
the Executive Committee study and the Convention name change study pre-
sented on June 10, 1975, be printed in the Convention 4dnnual.

Comumittig: c WA, I;Strin*eu
L, R. Daley, Chairman Dhaniel R. Grant
tiarnid £. Bennets H. H. Hobbs

Ohia T, Binkicy Almme Hust
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ITEM 100, PAGE 65, CONVENTION ANNI4L FOR 1975:

100. Daley then reported for the commitice on the assignment to consider a
possihle name change for the Convention. He reported that a number of surveys
had been made with the assistance of the Research Sevvices Department of the
Baptist Sunday Schuol Board, a survey through Baptist state papers, and other
survevs of special groups all of which indicated an overwhelming sentiment of
opposilion to a change of name. He coneluded the report with the following state-
ment: “The Committece of Seven understood its assignment by the Cenwvention
was to study the existing sentiment on a name change and report its findings to
the Convention without specific inatructions to make a recommendation. However,
in light of ita findings it 15 the committee’s considered judgment that the name of
the Seuthern Baptist Convention should not be changed at this time.” Daley then
moved adoption of the report. Discussion followed by Donald J. Brown (Md.),
who moved a subslitute motion as follows: “That we do net vote thiz year on
whether or not to change the name of our denomination, but that for one year
we conslder the name ‘Cooperative Bapiist Churches’ glongside our present name
and that at cur Convention next yvar the messengers will vote their chojce”
Further disenssion followed by J. D. Grey (La.) and Brown. The substitute
motion lost. The motion to adopt the report passed.,

COMPLETE REPORT ON CONVENTION NAME CHANGE STUDY

During the June, 1974, meeting of the Southern Baptist Convention in Dallas,
Texaa, *, ., W, A, Criswell {Texas) moved that the president of the Convention
sppoint a committes of zeven members to study the possibility of changing the
name of the Convention with instructions that the committee report to the Con-
vantion mext year the results of the study. The motion was referrved for later
ennsideration,” Subsequently, Porter Routh offered 3 suhstitute motion that the
study suggested be approved and that the study he made by a seven-member
committes already approved to atudy and evaluate the Execulive Commitiee.
After some discussion, the substituis metion passed.

The study committee has sought to learn Convention name chabge opinion
from all levels and areas of Southern Baptist life. Some of the committee's efforts
included: (i} An invitation through Baptist Press to al! Seuthern Baptists to
express their views. (2) Participation with the September, 1974, Public Relation
Advisory Conference in a name change study, {3) Study of past name change
studies, ezpecially the 1966 opinion survey conducted by the Research Services
Department of the Southern Baptist Sunday School Board, (4) A mass opinion
poll through hallots placed in all state Baptist papers. (5} A professional opinion
survey conducted by the Research Services Department of the Baptist Sunday
Schos) Board. )

The response to those efforts was guite heavy and deeisive. The committes
fecls it succeeded in obtaining widespread Baptist opinion on the name change
poseibility for the Southern Baptist Convention. Responszes received by committee
members from individuais and from churches in 30 statea showed 16 percent in
faver of 2 name change and 84 percent against. The surveys made by state
Baptist papers also resulted in an overwholming rejection of 3 name change for
Seuthern Baptists. The overall average nercentages from 32 state Baptist paper
surveys were 30 percent favoring and 65 percent opposing u name change. The
state paper surveys revealed that sentiment for a name change was dominant
only in gome newer arveaz of Scuthern Baptist work., In other newer areas for
Southern Baptists 2 majority opposed s name change. State groups with 2
majority favoring 4 name change were D. C, Hawaii, Kanzas, New England,
Michigan, New York-New .Jersey, Oregon, Pennsylvania-South Jersey, and West
Virginia, All the older state groups in the traditinnal area of Southern Baptists,
along with the Seathern Baptist groups in Alaska, Arizona-Nevadas, California,
Colorado, Indiana, New Mexico, and Ohio rejected the name change idea. Per-
centages against a name change in the older and larger state groups ran from
two to one 1o nine to one.

The professienal survey sonducted by the Research Services Department of
the Baptist Sunday School Board alse revealed that a decisive majority of
Southern Baptistz oppased any change in the Copvention name, The combined
parcentages of respenses to the professional survey were approximately one-
fourth for and three-fourths against a name change. Among those included in
this survey were pastors, deacon chairmen, Sunday School directors, and church
clerks. Qf these groups, pasturs were the most favorable and church clerks were
least favorable to a name change.
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The Committee of Seven reached its decizion on the name change lssue after
careful study of all known reasonz for and against a name change Some valid
reasons exist for & name change, especially in pioneer areas for Southern Bap-
tists. However, overwhelming reasons for retaining the name were convincing to
the committee, Some of these reasons are: {1) All the opinion polls revealed that
the vast majority of Southern Baptists are strongly against any name change.
(2} The name, Southern Baptists, has berome identified and sssociated with
certain doctrinal positions, traditions, and other emphages. A name change would
be interpreted by some as abandoning this heritage and these invaluable traits.
{8) The danger and tragedy of other groups claiming the name, “Southern Bap-
tists,” and capitalizing upon it once we dropped it for another name, Such a
development, in the opinion of the commitiee, would be very confusing to many
who identify themselves now as *Southern Baptists.” (4} The long and arduous
task of communicating a name change and reasons for itz adoption to our own
congtituents, to other religious groups, and to the news media. However, neither
this nor other reasons listed would have prevented a recormmendation for a éhange
in name if the committee members hat? strong convictions the name should e
changed. (6} The difficulties and problems of inserting a new name into the
charters and all the other documents of the Seuthern Baptist Convention and its
agencies and eventually into the documents of state conventions and their agen-
cies, of distriet associations, and loeal churches, Also the legal ramifications and
implieations of & Convention name change in respect to wills, trusts, and deeds
in which the Southern Baptist Convention is the beneficiary. (6) The agbgence of
a consensus on a suitable new name. In letters to the committee from Baptists in
thirty states, fifty-two different names were suggested with no name appearing
a% & popular cheice, :

In the state Baptist paper polls the most popular names were: (1) Coopera-
tive Baptist Convention, This name was in the top five names submitted by
twenty states; (2) Continental Baptist Convention—in the top five names sub-
mitted by 19 states; (3} United Baptizt Convention—in the top five names sub-
mitted by 18 states; (4) World Baptist Convention—in the fop five names
submitted by 17 states; {5) Baptist Convention of America—in the top five names
submitted by 15 statas. - )

The Committee of Seven understood its assignment by the Convention was to
stody the existing sentiment on o pame change and report its findings to the
Convention without specific instructions to make a recommendation. However,
in light of its findings, it is the committee’s conzidered judgment that the name of
the Southern Baptist Convention should not be changed at this time,

Harold C. Bennott Dan C. Granl
Dlin T. Blnktey Alma Hang
W. &, Crswell H. H. Hobla

93. Secretary Kendall reported that Dotson M. Nelson, Jr. (Ala.)
was elected first vice-president. He also reported the registration of
18,191 messengers, the last person having been registered breaking
the all-time record for registration.

94. Chairman Puckett announced the time for the election of the
second vice-president at 11:40 A M. )

95. President Weber introduced the period for worship and the
Convention sermon by Warren C. Hultgren (Okla.), pastor of the
First Baptist Church of Tulsa. The Convention sang “"America the
Beautiful.” James R. Davis {Okla.) sang “Jesus, He Is the Son of
God.” Based on the text, Philippians 3:7-14, Hultgren preached on the
subject, “Reaffirmation of Faith.”

96. The Chair called for nominations for second vice-president.
Sidney M. Maddox (Ky.) nominated Truet B. Thot gaon (Ariz.).

o7. James Graves (Fla.) nominated Mrs. Carl E. Bates (N.C.).

98. Bill Clinton (Ga.) nominated Paul Jackson (Ga.).

99, James Adkins (Ga.) nominated Lawrence Bradley (Ga.).
Ballots were then cast for second vice-president.

100. Allen Bailey {(N.C.) nominated Porter Routh (Tenn.) for -
treasurer, W. Fred Kendall (Tenn.) for registration secretary, and



52 1976 SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION

Clifton J. Allen (N.C.) for recording secretary. Bailey moved that the
three be elected and the motion passed—by acclamation.

101. Motions presented in previous sessions were now called for
consideration. Bill Sutton (Fla.) supported the motion he had pre-
sented (Item 21). Discussion followed by James White (Ala.), H. A.
Markham {(Ga.), Dean Grelling (Cal), H. H. Hobbs (Okla.), and
Knox Lambert (5.C.). The previoua question was voted, and the
uriginal motion lost.

102. Bill Hale (La.) zupported the motion he had presented (Item
22), R. G. Puckett (Md.) made a subgtitute motion: That this Con-
vention reaffirm-its long tradition of non-endorsement of any political
eandidate and that we recommit ourselves to prayer for our leaders
in government that they may be persons of wisdom, integrity, and
highest character. The previous queation was voted, and the substi-
tute motion passed. , _ .

103. Ray K. Hodge (N.C.) supported the motion he had pre-
sented (Item 23), and the motion passed.

104. The Chair ruled that the motion by Hazen Simpaon {Cal.)
be referred to the Foreign Mission Board in keeping with its program
assignment. In response to a question raised by Wayne Dehoney
{Ky.), the Chair allowed a motion by Porter Routh (Tenn.} to refer
the matter for consideration by the Southern Baptiat Convention
members of the North American Baptist Fellowship. The time was
extended for discussion. Comments followed by Arthur B. Rutledge
(Ga.). The outcome on the motion to refer was not certain, so that
the vote was taken by ballot. (See Items 24, 110, and 129.)

105, Jamea Yang (N.Y.) expressed concern that the sessions of
the Southern Baptist Convention should provide special evangelistic
opportunities and moved that plans he considered to achieve this pur-
pose as far as possible through features of the program and the
personal witness of messengers, The Chair allowed a vote to be taken,
and the messengers expressed their support of the apirit of the motion.

106. Frederick G. Schiafer (Tenn.) moved that in the light of the
fact that there are szeven pioneer state conventions representing
100,000 Southern Baptists and recognized by the Home Mission Board
and the Sunday School Board as cooperating conventions, but with
no representation on the Southern Baptist Convention Executive Com-
mittee, boards, commissions, standing committees, and special com-
mittees, the Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention
study Bylaw 20 and seek viable alternatives, reporting to the Conven-
tion at the annual session in 1977. (Referred to be scheduled for later
consideration. See Item 148.)

107, The morning session was concluded with prayer.

Wednesday Evening, June 16

108. Presession music was presented by the Tidewater Area Bap-
tist Choir, directed by Jerry P. Huling (Va.).

109. President Weber called the Convention to order, and the
messengers were led in singing “God of Grace and God of Glory.”

110. Secretary Kendall announced the election of Mrs, Carl E.
Bates as second vice-president. He reported a current registration of
18,406, Also, he announced that the motion to refer the motion offered
by Hazen Simpson (see Items 24 and 104) lost. Becretary Kendall
called attention to the gavel being used by the president having come
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from a bedpost of Adoniram Judson and having been presented to the
Convention in 1935,

111. Charles G. Fuller (Va.} was presented to speak on the sub-
ject, “The Church and Religious Liberty.”

112, President Weber recognized six Royal Ambassadors, recipi-
ents of the SBervice Aid Awards, a feature of the Ambassador National
Service Award. 7 ,

118. President Weber recognized past presidents of the Conven-
tion, paying special tribute to them, as follows: R, G. Lee (Tenn.),
J. D, Grey (La.), Brooks Hays (Ark.), Ramsey Pollard (Tenn.),
H. H. Hobbs (Okla.), Wayne Dehoney (Ky.), H. Franklin Paschall
{Tenn.), W. A, Criswell (Tex.), Carl E. Bates (N.C.), and Owen
Cooper {(Miss.). K. 0. White and Louje D, Newton were not present.
Porter Routh asked that by common consent the recording secretary
be requested to send greetings of the Convention to them, t¢ which
the Convention responded affirmatively. ‘

114. Jehn R. Claypool {Tex.) was recognized for the presentation
of the Chriatian Life Commission report. He, in turn, presented Foy
Valentine (Tenn,) to speak to the report. The report was received as
information.

115. H. A, Markham (Ga.) asked permission to speak relative to
a concern about “MACOS" in the Christian Life Commission report,
a matter referred from the Convention last year. The Chair requested
him to express his concern at a later miscellaneous business period.

'116. Porter Routh (Tenn.) spoke of the value of the image mag-
nification facilities following which the Convention messengers made
an offering to help to defray the expenses involved.

117. President Weber read a telegram from the Annual Confer-
ance of the United Methodist Church in session in Hampton, Virginia,
to which the recording seeretary made a response in behalf of the
Convention. ,

118. H. Franklin Paschall (Tenn.) presented the report of the
Committee on Baptist State Papers, including the following recom-
mendations, and then moved adoption of the report. The motion
passed.

The committes recommended: (1) That we reaffirm our minimum circulation
goal of 2,000,000 by 1880; (2) that we rejoice in last year's increase of cireula-
fion by 12,351 and look forward to a greater increase this year; (3) that we
encourage Southern Baptistz at the association, state, and Cohventionwide levels
to give active and -vigﬁmus_supﬁert of all good efforts to increase circulation;
{4) that we encourage Baptist churches te include Baptist state paper:z in their
budgets and, when feasible, to make the weekly church bulletin a part of the
Baptist state paper; (5) that this committee he continued in order to complete
work on the readership survey with a view of “strengthening the ministry and
increasing the appeal and impact of our papers.”

119. President Weber recognized Warren C. Huligren (Okla.),
chairman of the Missions Challenge Committee, which was called into
action by the Convention in 1974 (see the Convention Annuel, 1974,
Item 71, page 65). Chairman Hultgren was assisted in prezsenting the
report by Carl E. Bates (N.C.), Owen Cooper (Miss.), and J. D,
Grey (La.). The significance of the report and its recommendations
for the Convention’s entire program of world missions was stressed,
Hultgren moved that the report (see the Book of Reports, pages 201-
207) be received and that the fifteen recommendations concluding the
report be adopted. The motion paaged.
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NoTE: The committee was assisted by the following resource per-
sons: Arthur B. Rutledge of the Home Mission Board, Baker James
Cauthen of the Foreign Mission Board, and Porter Routh and Albert
McClellan of the Executive Committee. A more comprehensive report
was printed and made available to the executives of Convention
agencies and executives of the state conventions. Copies of the full
report may be obtained for $2.00 from the Executive Committee, 460
James Robertson Parkway, Nashville, Tennessee 87219,

Recommendations of the Committee:

1, That the Convention set as its primary missions challenge that every per-
son in the world shall have the opportumity to hear the gospel of Christ in the
next 25 vears, and that in the presentation of this message, the biblical faith be
magnified so that all men, women, and children can understand the claim Jesus
Chrizt has on their lives.

2. That the Convention reaffirm the place and responsibility of tha local
church in missions, and that all the agencies of the Convention be ealled upon to re-
inforce this place by magnifying and promoting the biblical concepts of missions,
the importance of misgions edvcation, and the power inherent in the interde-
pendence atd cooperation of the churches.

3. That the two mission boards, assisted by other appropriate Southern Bap-
tist Convention apencies, be requested to undertake zeriously the creative addition
of new patterns for work that will help accomplish the objective of every perzon
hearing the gospel in the next 25 years, and that in the development of these
patternz, full emphasiz be placed upon the Bible in the communication of mis-
sions, upon rescarch as a fundamental neceasity for missions, upon cooperation as
a way of magnifying the missions witness of the choreh, and upon doctrinal in-
tegrity a8 a way of preserving the faith,

4, That the two mission boards, Woman's Miszionary Union, the Brotherhood
Commission, and the Sunday School Beard be requested to work together to
dizcover and implement the best ways for strengthening the biblical understanding
of mizsions in the minds of all Southern Baptists, and that these agencies jointly
report to the Convention one year from now on progress made in this assignment,

6. That the two mission boards, the Woman's Missionary Union, the Brother-
hood Commission, and the Sunday School Board be requested to work together
te discover and implement plans for a broader based missions education to reach
all the members of the churches, and that these agencies jointly report to the
Convention one year from now on progress made in this assignment.

€. That the Convention call upon sall the churches to teach the biblical revela-
tion of Christian stewardship and develop plans and programs designed to enlist
every member in the stewardship of possessions through the church; that every
member be ehallenged to inerease hiz contributionz threugh the church with the
tithe ag a minimum goal; that the Convention e¢all upon all the churches to in-
crease the pereentage of their giving through the Cooperative Program annually
with a 50/60 division as a goal; and that the Stewardship Commission be re-
quested to work with the state conventiona to develop aggresszive, sacrificlal, and
bold promotional programs designed to reach this objective; that the Convention
call upen all pastors to teach, preach, practice, and lead their churches in the
achievement of these worthy objectives; that the Convention request the state
conventions to work toward a 50/50 division of Cooperative Program funds with
Southern Baptist Convention causes after appropriate expenses,

7. That the two mission beards be requested to develop as many ways as
possible for long and short term involvement of petsons in direct mission work
in the modern setting, and that in cooperation with other appropriate agencies the
boards enlist and guide lay persons with practical and spiritual gifts and callings
in all possible phases of mission work, especially soch areas as publications, radio
and television, medical work, edueation, ete.

B. That the Convention commend the two mission boards for their effort to
establish and elarify their misgions objectivez and strategies, and that the hoards
be requested to publicize their plana among the churches.

9. That the Convention request the six seminaries, in cooperation with the
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two mission boards, to review and strengthen the academic and clinical prograrus
for the training of thoze dedicated to missions service.

10.. That the Executive Committee work with the two mission boards, the two
missionary educational organizations, the Stewardship Commission, the Sunday
School Board, and the seminaries to secure full implementation of these recom-
mendations, to coordinate denominational missions goals and action plans looking
toward the 21st century; and that the Executive Committee report for the group
periodically for the next five yearz on progress made in achievements in missions.

11. That the two mission beards be encouraged to work with the other agencies
to facilitate uze of their special skillz in missivns work, recognizing the leadership
responsibility of the twe boards.

12. That the two mission boards be encouraged to work together and with other
appropriate agencies in developing a ministry and witness with foreignerz so-
journing in our land, with zeamen who call at our purts, with international
students in our colleges and universities, and with internationsals along the borders
of our nation.

13. That the Convention reaffirm the plan adopted for the years of bold mission,
1977-78, that stresses witness to zsecular society by: (1) extending the Bible teach-
ing program, (2) witnessing to every person, (3) emphasizing mission action,
apd (4) boldly confronting the world with the gozpel through bold missions, and
that all agencies be instructed to promote vigorously the years of bold mission
ulnder the theme, “Let the Church Reach Out,” in Keeping with the agreed upom
plans.

. 14, That the Convention request the Committee on Order of Business to give
major portions of time in the 1877 and 1978 Conventions to the hold mission thrust,
“Let the Church Reach Out,” and that it uze appropriately related themes in
plinning for these Conventions.

15. That the Convention eall upon all our churches, state conventiens, insti-
tutions, and Southern Baptist Convention agencies to unite in a viable and dynamic
program for ealling out the called. We urge our Scuthern Baptist colleges and
seminaries to conduct frequently scheduled servieez challenging studentz to answer,
“Hare am [, zend me,” if they feel called to the mission field or to other church
related voeations. Furthermore, we request teachers in these educational insti-
tutions to conzistently emphasize the biblical basia for stewardship and missions.
We urge all cur assemblies, encampments, and conference centers to structure their
programs to include an emphasis on stewardship and missions, especially con-
ducting services for calling out the called. Also, we Tequest pastors to lead their
churches to observe at least annually, Life Commitment Sunday and/or other
gpecial services for calling oul the called. To implement and articulate these mis-
siong challenge plans, we ask our state Baptist papers to give their uswal coopera-
tion in publicizing them to everyone in our Southern Baptist fellowship.

Warren C. Hultgren, Chairman M. Huenter Riggins, Jr.
1. Tr. Groy , M. E 5 Sgation
Mrz. Raoberi Fling, Vice-chairmam Rus=elt H. Dilday. Js.
Mrs, James Lamies Cail E. Bates
*fames (5. Harris Mrs. I. W, Bowen, 111
Owgn Cooper M. Dale Alles

J.R. Wheiie o (rarrison

Olen E. Brayeell, Fecrefury Grayson Glas

Travis 5. Bemyy - Lewis T. Myers
E. H. Wastisooeland

*Replaced W 0. Vaaght, Ir. wha served the first yeas.

120. Following the singing of “0O for a Thousand Tongues to
Sing” by the messengers, President Weber recognized Baker James
Cauthen (Va,), executive secretary of the Foreign Mission Board,
for the presentation of the Board report. Secretary Cauthen recog-
nized David Y. K. Wong, president of the Baptist World Alliance, and
Mrs. Wong, and then presented Roy Clifford (Va.}, vice-president of
the Board, to preside over the diseuszion of the report. Louis R. Cobbs
(Va.) presented a group of newly-appointed missionaries. J. Winston
Crawley (Va.) and R. Keith Parks (Va.) stressed urgent aspects of
the Board's work. Secretary Cauthen challenged the messengers with
the truth that every Christian is under the mandate of the Great
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Commission. He moved the adoption of the report, and the motion
passed.
121. The Convention joined in singing “All Hail the Power of
ghesus’ Name,” and Morris Chapman (N.M.) led in prayer to conclude
e session.

Thursday Morning, June 17

122, Presession music was presented by ‘“Jubilate,” University
Baptist Church, Charlottesville, Virginia, directed by Carl Beard, fol-
lowing which Paul Bobbitt (Fla.) led the Convention in singing
“Amazing Grace.” _

123. Vice-President Riggins convened the hody and presented Foy
Valentine {Tenn.) to speak on the subject, ““The Church and National
Righteousness.”

124. Grady C, Cothen (Tenn.), president of the Sunday School
Board, was recognized to present the report of the Board. James K.
Abernathy (Tex.)}, chairman of the Board, noted typographieal errors
in the printed report and then moved its adeption. President Cothen
spoke to the report, calling attention to the response of the Board to
two matters referred by the 1975 Convention (see pages 142-145).
He then gave opportunity for questions from the floor. Archie Grigg
(1.} raised a question about some statement in a given periodical,
and Cothen gave assurance that his concern would receive attention.
T. M. Linnens (N.C.} spoke in further support of the motion he had
presented to the 1975 Convention. Dizcussion followed by Cothen,
D. Harmon Moore {Ind.), Roger Abington (Tenn.), and Don Everson
(Fla.). The motion to adopt the report passed.

125. The Chair announced the order for the final report of the
Committee on Resolutions and, hence, the resumption of consideration
of Resolution No. 4 {see Item 89), The Chair then ruled out of order
the amendment by Owen Duncan (8.C.) in that it did not relate to
the amendment to atrike the last paragraph but rather to the reasclu-
tion as a whole. The previous question was voted, and the motion to
amend by striking the last paragraph lost. Owen Duncan (8.C.)
moved to amend the resolution by adding two paragraphs, the first
to follow the fourth paragraph, as follows: “Whereas, Every decision
for an ahortion, for whatever reason, must necessarily involve the
decizion to terminate the life of an innocent human being:* and the
second to become a final paragraph, as follows: “Be it further Re-
solved, that we reject, as contrary to Southern Baptist doctrine and
tradition, any suggestion that Southern Baptists should become politi-
cal activiata in support of permissive abortion legislation.” The time
for the order having expired, Chairman Puckett moved to resume the
regular order, also to continue the debate on Resolution No, 4 after
the sermon by Harold A. Carter (see Item 133). The motion to resume
the regular order passed.

126, Robert 8. Denny (D.C.), general secretary of the Raptist
World Alliance, was recognized to present the report of the Alliance.
He moved its adoption, and the motion passed. He then was assisted
in giving information about the Alliance by David Y. K, Wong,
V, Carney Hargroves. Charles M. Roselle, Lee Satterfield, Mrs, R, L.
Mathis, James L. Sullivan. C. Ronald Goulding, and W. A. Criswsll.

127. James E. Wood (D.C.) was recognized to present the report
of the Public Affairs Committee. He presented staff associates angd
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then spoke to the report, after which he moved the adoption of the
report. The motion passed.

128. Kendall Berry {Tenn.) presented the report of the Southern
Baptist Foundation and moved that the report be received. The motion
passed, Berry recognized Mrs. Christine Bess, a staff member, and
two members of the board of directors, C. Leroy Norton, Jr. (Tenn.)
and William H. Coles, Jr. (Tenn.), and then spoke to the report.

129. The next order called for matters of miscellaneous business.
The first matter was further consideration of the motion by Hazen
Simpson (Cal.)—see [tems 24, 104, and 110. The Chair ruled that it
be referred to the Foreign Mission Board in keeping with Bylaw 17.
A point of order was raised, protesting the ruling of the Chair. The
body sustained the ruling, and the motion was so referred.

130. Chairman Puckett, for the Committee on Order of Business,
recommended William L. Self (Ga.} for the 1977 Convention sermon,
with Duke K. MeCall {Ky.) as the alternate, and William J. Reynolds
{Tenn.} as the director of music. Puckett moved the approval of the
recormmmendation, and the motion passed.

- 131, H. A. Markham ((Ga.) expreased strong concern to the effect

that, from his viewpoint, the response of the Christian Life Commis-
gion and the Public Affairs Committee to the reference from the
1975 Convention—to make a study of “Man: A Course of Study”
(MACOS) in public achool curriculum materials (see the 19756 Annual,
page T6)-—had not been adequate. James E. Wood (D.C.), for the
Public Affairs Committee, said a research of the materials had not
revealed a violation of the Firast Amendment. Markham spoke vigor-
ously to insist that his concern was not being heard. Car] Overton
(Ark.) made a point of personal privilege, objecting to the charpges
by Markham, Confusion resnlted from several persons from the floor
geeking recognition by the Chair. Time for miscellaneous business
having expired, Chairman Puckett moved that further consideration
come after the scheduled sermon. The motion passed.

132. Following the singing of “Lead on, O King Eternal,” Chair-
man Puckett, at the request of the Chair, introduced Harold A. Carter
(Md.), pastor of the New Shiloh Baptist Church in Baltimore, to
preach on the subject, “Magnificent Obsession.”

132, President Weber resumed the chair and called for the presen-
tation of remaining business matters. Chairman Tampling, for the
Committee on Resolutions, explained that Resolution No., 4 on “Abor-
tion” gathered up the concerns of several resolutions of related nature.
Jack U, Harwell (Ga.) moved the previous queation re the pending
amendment. It passed. The motion to amend lost. The motion to adopt
Resolution No. 4 passed (see Items 35, 89, 125).

Reselution No. 4—0n Abortion

WHEREAS. Sonthern Baptists have historically held a biblical view of the
sanctity of human life, and ..
. WHEREAS, Abortion iz a very serious moral and spiritual problem of con.
tinwing coneern to the American people, and . )

WHEREAS, Christians have a reaponsibility to deal with =all moral and
apiritual izssues which affect society, inelading the problems of abortion, and

WHEREAS, The practice of sbortion for selfish non-therapeutic reasons
want-only destroys fetal life, dulls our society’s moral sensitivity, and leads to
a cheapening of all human life, and _

WHEREAS, Every decizlion for an abortion, for whatever reason, must neces-
garily involve the decigion to terminate the life of an innocent human being,
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Therefore he it Reeelved, thut the messengers to the Seuthern Bagptist Conm.
vention meeting in Nerfolk in June, 1976 reaffirm the biblical sacrednesz and
dignity of all humar life. incloding fetal life, and

Be it further Resolved, that we call on Southern Baptists and all citizens of
the nation to work to change those artitudes and conditions which encourage many
peaple to turn to abortion as 2 means of birth control, and

Be it further Kesolved, that in the best interest of our society, we reject any
dizeriminate atéitude toward abortion, as contrary to the biblical view, and

Be it further Kesolved, that we alse affirm our convietion about the limited
role of government in dealing with matters relating to ahortion, and support the
right of expectant molhers to the foll range of medical services and personal

counseling For the preservalion of life and health, and _

Be it further Hesolved, that we reject, s contrary to Southern Baptist doec-
trine and tradition, any suggestion that Southern Baptists should beeome political
activists 18 zrupport of permissive jepislation.

134. Paul Craven (5.C.) presented Resolution No. 5 and moved
its adoption. James M. Campbell (N.C.) moved to amend the last
paragraph to read, “Be it further Resolved, that we aflirm our Chris-
tian concern that all persons be saved from the penalty and power of
sin throurh our Lord Jesus Christ, whatever their present individual
life-style.” The motion passed. Richard Lewia (Cal.) moved to amend
the last paragraph, changing “affirm” to “reaffirm.” The previous
gueation was voted, and the amendment was passed. Hesolution No. 5
as amended was adopted.

Resolution No. 5—0mn Homozexuality

WHEREAS, Homosexuality has become an open life-style for increasing num-
bers of persons, anid

WHEREAR, Attention haz been focused on the velipious and moral dimension:
of hotnosexuality, and

WHEREAS, 1t is the task of the Christian community to bring all moral
gquestions and iszues into the light of biblical truth,

Nivw therefore, be 1t Resolved, that the messengers to the Southern Baptist
Convention meeting in Norfolk, Virginia, affirm cur commitment to the biblical
truth regarding the practice of hamosexuality and sin.

Be it further Reselved, that this Convention, while acknowledging the auton-
omy of the loecal church to srdain ministers, urge churches and apencies not to
afford the practive of homosexuality any degree of approval through ordination,
employment, or other designationa of nermal life-style,
~ Be it further Resolved, that we reaffirm our Christian concern that all persons
be saved from the penalty and power of sin through our Lord Jesus Christ, what.
ever their present individual life-siyle.

135, William L, Self (Ga.} presented Resolution No. 6 and moved
its adoption. The motion passed.

Reselution No. 5—0n Scuthern Baptists and the Bicentennial
- WHEREAS, July 4. 1976 is the two hundredth anniversay of the birth of the

United Statez of America, and

WHEREAS, Bouthern Baptists constitute a significant segment of the citi-
zenry of this nation, and

WHEREAR, The basic tdeaz upon which this nation was built and the noble
principlez by which our democratic institutions were developed are in desperate
need of responzible support by thnse who believe in the separation of chureh and
state rather than an irresponsible manipulation of these institutions to their own
advantage by any power hungry elite be it religious, political, economic, or
gocial, and

WHEREAS, The most worthy celebrations of thiz nation’s past and the best
hopes for thiz nation's future are dependent upon the development of sound
mora)] character in the present and aveiding the dangerous extremes of eivil
religion and the idolatry of the state. _ -

Therefore be it Resolved, that this Convention offer prayerful thanksgiving
to God for the birth and development of this nation. }

Be it further Resclved, that we express our gratitude to President Cepald
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Ford for being the first president to recognize publicly at our annual meeting the
significant role that Baptists have played in the nation’s development, , ,
Be it further Resoived, that we recommit ourselves to the lofty ideals which
formed the foundations of cur natisn—dignity, freedom, and justice for all—and
tf.-lghe kind of persistant citizen action which translates these ideals into public
policy, v
_ Be it finally Resolved, that we Eractice a patriotism worthy of the people of
God, preclaiming by both word and deed the biblical truth that “Righteousness
exaltz & nation, but sin iz a reproach to any peaple.”

136. Charles B, Nunn, Jr. {Va.) presented Resolution No. 7 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Resolution No. T—0n Appreciation of the Host City

As Southern Baptists meeting in Norfolk during this Bicentennial year, we
pause to express our sincere gratitede for the hospitality shown the messengera
to the 119th annual session of the Southern Baptist Convention. We have enjoyed
the fellowship with Baptists in this beautiful and historic area of Virginia.

Though it is impossible to express appreciation to all personsz t¢ whom the
Convention iz indebted, special gratitude iz due Vernon Ray Jenkins, general
chalrman of lecal arrangements, Paul D. Moore, Convention ecoordinator, the
Convention arrangements committee and subcommittees, and sll other persons of
the Norfolk area who have had a part in making our stay pleasant.

We further express appreciation te the employees of the hotels and restau-
rants; to the city officials, the Police Department, and bus and taxi operators;
to the newsz media which have given exceptional time and space to reporting the
work of our Convention and to all others who have helped to make this 1976
Convention possible.

137. Harcold Coble (Cal.) presented Resclution No. 8 and moved
its adoption. Following discussion from the floor, the motion passed.

Kesolution No, 8&—=0n Beveraged Aleohol and Pornography

WHEREAS, Beveraged alcohel and pornography are two dehumanizing and
d&;ﬂsmtingly destructive problems of our nation as we celebrate our Bicentennial,
an

WHEREAS, The Bible teachez the worth of each individual, while beveraged
alcohol destroys individuals and parnagmphg' degrades and corrupts individuals.

Be it therefore Resolved, that thizs 1976 Southern Baptist Convention reaffirm
ite historic stance of pointing out the corruption and dehumanizing nature of
pornography in all of its forms, and

Be it turther Rezoived, that we reaffirm our historie stanee of pointing out
the deceptive and destructive nature of beveraged alechol, and

Be it finally Resolved, that we ask all of our people to work for corrective laws
at all levels to specifically work for legislation that prohibits the advertising of
beveraged alcohol and the portrayal of pornography in all public media. Further,
that we ask our peeple to express their opposition to these menacing evils in
every possible and appropriate way. Further that we ask our people to personally
express their concern for the victims of these evilz a3 we point all peoples to
Jesus Christ as “the way, the truth and the life.”

139, Frank Minton (Ohio) presented Resolution No. § and moved
its adoption. The motion passed.

Regolution No. 9—0n The Lord's Day
" WHEREAS, The Lord's Day commemorates the resurrection of Chriat from
the dead and should be observed in exercizes of worship and spiritual devotion,
both public and private, with 2 wholesome use of the day, by resting from secular
employments with the exceptions of work of necessity and mercy. .
Therefore, be it Resolved, that we eheourage supporting and strengthening the
observance of the Lord's Day az a day of uni%ue religious experience and signifi-
cance and keeping alive an awareness of the “first day of the week"” as the Lord’s
Day and the importance of keeping it “azs unto the Lord,” and (1) to uze it az a
day of worship, religious instruction, of family culture, and of service to others,
and as it sr.mnily contends againgt the adverse influences that threaten the
integrity of this blessed day, and (2) that we make a strong appeal to all of our
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ehurches and people to call our generation hack to the proper observance of this
fundamental order of Christian faith, that all people may enjoy one day out of
seven as a day of rest and worship.

139. Joseph B. Flowers (Va.) presented Resolution No, 10 and
moved its adoption. The motion passed.

Reszolution No. 18=—=0n Convention Officers

WHEREAS, The Southern Baptist Comvention has reached this unique Bi-
centennial year 1998 with significant spiritual attainments, and

WHEREAS, We have witnessed a recognition of global dimensions of a
spiritual force for Christ and human good, and o _ o

WHEREAS, We have enjoyed the unique leadership of Jaroy Weber, whe
under Go&d hat been Spirit-gifted to lead our Convention in these unpreeedented
times, an

WHEREAS, The Convention is grateful alse for the effective service of
M. Hunter Riggins, Jr. (Va.}, first vice-prezident, James Lezter Monroe (Fla.)
second vice-president, Clifton J. Allen (N.C.), recording secretary, W. Fred
Kendall (Tenn.), registration secretary, and Porter Routh {Tenn.), treasurer.

Be it therefore Resclved, that this 119th seasion of the Southern Baptist Con-
vention meeting in the city of Norfolk, Virginia express our profound gratitude
to our Lord for these able men.

140, Porter Routh (Tenn.}! presented to President Weber and
Vice-Presidents Hunter Riggins and James Monroe statements of
appreciation for their services to the Convention.

3

141. Chairman Tampling reported on resolutions received by the
Committee on Resolutions but not submitted for action by the Con-
vention, as follows

1. In response to the Maples resclution on 3 new seminary, attention is called
to the fact that Southern Baptist seminaries are curvently involved in widening
extension ministries to make available seminary education in metropolitan centers,
These will be well within reach of most Southern Baptist ministers. Further
action was not taken by the committee.

2. In response to the Morrizson resolution on papers speaking for themselves,
the committee concluded that Baptist papers being ztate owned, such resolution
should he directed by the maker to the state ronvention.

. In responge to the Duvall resolution dealing with endorsement for establish-
ing a Baptist Book SBtore in the D.C. area, the maker of the reaolution is re-
queated to vefer the rezolution to the Sunday Schoo! Board.

4. In response to the Il-".[n,n'phn\aivc rezolution calling for a week of publie Bible
reading from the pulpit, the maker of the resolution is requested to refer the
resolution to the Bunday School Board.

5. In response to the Petty resolution dealing with assembly and camp legal
and insurance involvements, the committee requests that thiz resolution be re-
ferred by the Convention to the Suynday Sehool Board, the Woman's Missionary
Unien, and the Brotherhood Commission,

_ 6. In responze to the Forbes resolution on rock music in Radio-TV Commis-
ﬁantprf_ﬂganﬁ?di}vér ypon hearing frg:-hm the mz:ker of the resglution and the presi-
ent of the T~ 1 AHMIMISEION, ¢ committer | y 1 b} 3
be referved by the Convention to the Commission, ecommends that this resolution

He mdqved adoption of the report on these resolutions, and the motion
assed.

p 142, Garnett E. Puckett (Ala.) made a motion requesting the
Christian Life Commission to make a study relating to unwholesome
television programs. The Chair ruled the motion out of order since
it was a matter of new business and introdueed too late to be scheduled
for consideration. |

143. James Newton (Tenn.) supported the motion (see Item 256)
he had presented. Following comments by W. Fred Kendali {Tenn.),
the motion passed.
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144. The motion by Al Hand (Ga.)—see Item 26—was supported
by Roy Reynolds (Fla.). W. J. Cumbie (Va.) moved that it be re-
ferred to the Executive Committee for study and report in 1977. The
motion to refer passed.

145. The Chair ruled out of order the motion by Kent Ryals
(Okla.}—see Item 27—in the light of the special study by the “Com-
mittee of Seven” and the aceeptance of the Committee’s report by the
1975 Convention (zee Item 92, pp. 50-51). The body sustained the
Chair's ruling.

146. The Chair ruled ocut of order the motion by Bryan Robinsen
(Fla.) —see Item 53—in that the Executive Committee has no author-
ity to instruct an agency of the Convention to revise its program.
Comments by Robinson and Foy Valentine (Tenn.) resolved the con-
cern of the motion.

147, Dean Grelling (Cal.) was not present when his motion (see
Item 56) was called for consideration. No action was taken,

148, Chairman Puckett referred to the motion by Frederick G.
Schlafer (Tenn.)—see Item 106—and moved ils adoption. The mo-
tion passed. )

149, H. A. Markham (Ga.)} sought to reintroduce his concern
about “MACOS” and the report of the Christian Life Commission
(see Ttern 121)}. The Chair ruled that he was out of order since he
had been heard previously by the body relative to the concern. A
motion to adjourn was made and voted on. The Chair ruled that it
passed, but the ruling was protested from the floor. The Chair then
allowed Markham the privilege of brief comment, which was a further
impassioned charge that his concern had not received the proper
response. The Chair allowed several further comments from the floor.
A question was raised as to whether the report of the Christian Life
Commission had been adopted (see Item 114). A motion was made
to adopt the report of the Christan Life Commission, The previous
queation was voted. The motion to adopt the report passed.

- 150, Charles Jolly (N.J.) led the Convention in prayer to conclude
the morning session.

Thursday Afternoon, June 17

151, Presession music was presented bv a group of evangelistic
singers, including the following: Ronnie Bowlusz (Fla.); Bill Sky-
Eagle (Tex.) ; Jimmy Hodges (Fla.) ; Bettilu Turney (Tenn.}); Leon
Westerhouse (Ala.) : Connie and Allison Ware (Tex.) ; Beth Lanham
(Tenn.) ; Andrew Culverwell (Ga.}; Daryvl Randall (Tenn.); Joy
Godwin (Ala.); Lonnie Parsons (Tex.): Kenneth Bennett (N.M.):
Jean Hiott (8.C.); Felix Snipes (Ga.). Lowell Leistner (Fla.) then
led the Convention in singing “At Calvary.”

152, Vice-president Monroe presented H. Edwin Young (S.C.) to
speak on the subject, “The Church and a Clean Ameriea.”

163. W. Gordon Hobgood, Jr. (Tex.), chairman of the Annuity
Board. was recognized to present the report of the Board. He moved
that the report be adopted and then presented Darold H. Morgan,
president of the Board, to speak to the report. He called attention to
anticipated necessary increases in the costs of the several retirement
and insurance plans and dealt with other aspects of the Board's min-
istry. The motion passed to adopt the report.

154. Arthur C. Borden, Jr, secretary for church relations of the
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American Bible Society, was welcomed by Vice-president Monroe to
speak to the Convention.

155. Paul M. Stevens (Tex.), president of the Radio and Tele-
vigion Commission, presented the report of the Commission and moved
its adoption. He spoke to the report, calling attention especially to
the development of programa with interest for young people, clean but
popular in appeal, noting particularly the spiritual impact of “Power
Line.” A question was raised by Jim Lafferty (Tex.), to which Stevens
responded. Comments were made by Freddie Wilson (Miss,). The
report was adopted.

156. A. R. Fagan (Tenn,), executive director of the Stewardship
Commission, was recognized for the report of the Commission. Lyle
Garbow (Okla.), chairman of the Commission, moved that the report
be adopted, and the motion passed. Fagan commented on the report
and then moved adoption of a resolution relative to developing a plan
aimed at adequate support for the Missions Challenge undertaking of
Southern Baptists. The motion passed.

RESOLUTIONS ON MISSIONS CHALLENGE

WHEREAS, The Foreign Mission Board and the Home Mission Board have
projected Bold Mission challenges through the years to 2000 A, and

WHEREAR, The National Seminar on Support of Missions made in-depth
findings and recommendations for Bold Mission support in Baptist life, and

WHEREAS, The Missions Challenge Committee, bazing its detailed study,
stated: ““Southern Baptist giving according to current projections will not fund
projected necds based upon current strategies without significant alterations in
;;he ]pmpnrtion of allocationz at the individual, chureh, state, and Convention
evels.” ;

In anticipation of a joint endeavor encompassing all of Baptist life that shall
net only change our vision of boldness and challenge our understanding of axpect-
aney, but also anticipate an adjustment in life-style in individuals, churches, and
conventions, which would be sufficient to sustain our Bold Mission advance called
for in our Lord’s commizsion and by the staggering spiritual and physical needs
of vur world, , ) '

I therefore move that, in order to plan full implementation and thrust for the
missions challenge being undertaken by Southern Baptists, which involves the
Stewardzhip Compmisgion because of its program assignment and because of
the request that the Stewardship Commission work with the state conventions to
develop “bold promotional programs"” designed to reaeh the objective, a task
force comprised of local chureh leaders, both ministers and laypersons, state
executive secretaries and other state staff, Woman's Missionary Union peraonnel,
Seuthern Baptist Convention agency leaders, and members of the Executive Com-
mittee be appointed by the executive director of the Stewardship Commission,
after full consultation, to assist in developing “aggressive, sacrificial, and bald
promotional programs indispensable to this undertaking.”

157. J. Harold Stephens (Ohio) presented the report of the Com-
mittee on Denominational Calendar, noting needed corrections, and
moved its adoption. The motion passzed,

158. Herman E. Jacoba (Tenn.) presented the report of the Ameri-
can Baptist Theological Seminary Commission and moved its adop-
tion. He gave encouraging information about the Seminary. The
report was adopted.

159. Clifton J. Allen (N.C.) requested that the recording secretary
be authorized, by common consent, to incorporate in the Proceedings,
in addition to the matters printed in abbreviated form in the daily
Bulletin, the record of the other essential matters which were a part
of the program and order of business, making necessary changes to
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insure clarity, accuracy, and consistent form, and that these Pro-
ceedings thus corrected become the official record of the actions of the
Convention. Consent was given,

160. William J. Reynolds, music director, presented Otis and
Debbie Stroup (Md.) for special music. Debbie Stroup sang *“The
Rainbow,” accompanied by her husband.

161. Vice-president Monroe presented Chester E, Swor (Miss.)
to speak on the subjeet, “Let the Church Stund Up with a Clear Voice
to Its Youth.”

162. Laverne Inzer (Nev.) led the Convention in prayer to con-
clude the afternoon session.

Thprsday Evening, June 17

163. A special presession feature, a historical drama, “Stearns
and Company,” was presented by the Hyde Park Baptist Church,
Austin, Texas, directed by Joe Carrell.

- 164. William J. Reynolds led the Convention in singing “When
We All Get to Heaven.”

165. President Weber introduced the program for the evening
gesalon and then presented Walter B, Shurden (Tenn.} to speak on
the subject, ““The Church and Personal Integrity.”

166. Carolyn Weatherford (Ala.), executive director of Woman's
Missionary Union, and Glendon MeCullough (Tenn.), executive direc-
tor of the Brotherhood Commission, were recognized for a joint pre-
sentation of the work of the two agencies. MeCullough moved the
adoption of the report of the Brotherhood Commission, and it passed.
Weatherford moved the adoption of the report of Woman's Mission-
ary Union, and it passed. They were assisted in the presentation by
Ken Medema, Mrs. A. Harrvison Gregory, P. A, Stevens, Baker James
Cauthen, Arthur B. Rutledge, John Walsh, A. Clark Scanlon, Beverly
Hammock, and Dotson M. Nelson, Jr. The thrust of the presentation
was on “Forces for Missions Advance” as the major objective of the
two agencies. ’

167. Prezident Weber called to the platform officers of the Con-
vention for the coming year and presented them to the Convention:
James L. Sullivan (Tenn.), president, and Mra. Sullivan; Dotaon M.
Nelson, Jr, (Ala.), firat vice-president; Mrs. Carl E. Bates (N.C.),
second vice-president, and Carl E. Bates; Clifton J. Allen (N.C.),
recording secretary, and Mrs. Allen; W. Fred Kendall (Tenn.), regis-
tration secretary, and Mrs. Kendall; Porter Routh {Tenn.}, treasurer,
and Mrs. Routh.

168. Tommy Jones (Ga.), president of the Home Mission Board,
was recognized to present the report of the Board. He moved adoption
of the report, and the motion passed. A feature, “"Missions USA" and
an addreas by Arthur B. Rutledge, executive director of the Roard,
interpreted the work of the Board and particularly the Bold Mission
Thrust being projected for the years immediately ahead and the
plans being developed for the last quarter of the century. Attention
was called by Jones to the approaching retirement of Executive
Director Rutledge at the end of this year, and a plagque was presented
to him and Mrs. Rutledge in appreciation of his service to the Board
and to Southern Baptists.

169. The Centurymen sang "I Thank God.”
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.

170. President Weber presented Carl E. Bates (N.C.) for the
closing address, “The March Goes On,” a challenge to Southern Bap.
tists to go forward in the work of Christ.

171. W. 0. Vaught {Ark.) was recognized to speak about the
Liberty Bell, made available by the State of Mississippi and brought
to the Convention as a4 symbol of freedom, the heritage of our nation,
and a reminder to Baptiste of their freedom in Christ and to their
commitment to religious liberty. The Liberty Bell was rung, while the
messengers stood with applause and gratitude for their blessing and
their migsion, o

172. President Weber expressed appreciation to the Convention
for loval support during the two years of his presidency and his
confident hope for the future through the involvement of Baptists
in serviee to Christ. He presented the gavel to President James L.
Sullivan, who responded with appropriate remarks as to his commit-
ment and purpose in serving the Convention. President Sullivan led
the Convention in prayer to conclude the One Hundredth Nineteenth
Session of the Southern Baptist Convention,
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